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' VERSES TO THE AUTHOR. 


ON MR. HERVEY'S MEDITATIONS, - 
'N theſe lov'd ſcenes what rapt'rous graces ſhine, 
+ Live in each leaf, and breathe in cv'ry line! . 
What ſacred beauties beam throughout the Whole, 
Jo charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the foul! 
5 In claſſic elegance, and thoughts his own, 
1 We ſec our faults, as in a mirror, ſhown; 
; Fach truth, in glaring characters expreſt, 
All own the twin reſemblance in their breast: 
His caſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 
At once amend and entertain the age: 
Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 


3 | He charms the mind with ſomething ever newe 
=_ On Fancy's pinions his advent'rous ou 


Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole : 
From death's dark caverns in the earth below, 
To ſpherc's, where planets roll, or comets glows 

See him explore, with more than human eyes, 
The dreary 1cpulchre where Cranvil lics; 5 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental braſs, 
The rude inſcriptions, or the painted glaſs; 
To gloomy vaulis deſcend with awful tread, 
Anf view the ſilent manſions of the dead, 

o gayer icencs he next adapts his lines, 

Where laviſh nature in embroid'ry ſhines : 

The jefſ'mine groves, the woodbine's fragrant bow?r . 
With all the painted family of flow'rss © | 
There, Sachariſſa! in each fleeting grace, 

Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 

With equal dignity now ſee him riſe 

To paint the ſable horrors of the kies; 

When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade, 3 
And midnigut phantoms ſweep along the glade: 

All Nature huſh'd, a folemn filence reigns, 

And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the ſleeping plains, 

Laſt, yet not lets, in majeſty of phraſe, 

He draws the tull-orb'd moon's expanſive blaze; 

ie waving metcors, trembling from on higa, 


on 
= 


'T 

With all the mute artill'ry of the (ky: 

Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order toll, 

And dart their lambent beams from pole to pole. 

Hail, mighty genius! whoie excurſive ſoul 

No bounds confine, no limits can controul; | 

Whoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove 

Through earth, through æther, and the realms abo e 

From things inanimate can direct the rod, EN 
In juſt gradation, to aſcend to God. IN 

Taught by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows wiſe, 

And all the rebel in his boſom dies: | 


« 


= Een thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 

8 Fly the intectious world, and dare be good: - 
1 Thy ſacred truths ſhall reach th' itaperviocus heart; 

bs Ditcord ſhall ceaſe, diſeaſe forget to ſmart; 


E'en malice love, and calutnny commend; 
= Pride beg an alms, and av'rice turn a friend. 
f Centred in Chrit, who fires the soul within, 
q The fleth thall know no pain, the ton no fling 
en in the terrors of expiring breath, 5 
Ve blef3 che friendly Rroke, and live in death, 


1 


. VERSES TO THE AUTHOR. 
TO HIS FRIEND MR, HERVEY. 4 
| BY A PHYSICIAN. | 1 
To form the taſte, and raiſe the nobler part; | 4 
To mend the mora'is, and to warm the heart; "- 
To trace the genial ſource, we nature call, 1 
And prove the God of nature friend of all; | 5 
Hervey for this his mental landſcape drew, ND 5 
And iketch'd the Whole creation out to view. 11 
Th' enamel'd bloom, and variegated flow'r, 
Whole crimion changes with the changing hour; n 
Ihe humble thrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, 54 
With buds diſcloſing to the carly dawn | | * 
The oaks that grace Britannid's mountain's fide | 5 
And ſpicy Lebanen's ſuperior pride; . Wau 
All loudiy Sov'reign Excellence proclaimz  _ 125 
And animated worlds confeis the tame. . 5 
The azure fields, that form th' extended ſky, 
The planetary globes, that roll on high, - 
And ſolar orbs, of proudeſt blaze, combine 
To act ſubſervient to the great deſign. 3 
Men, Angels, Seraphs, join the general voice; | 4 
And in the Lord of nature all rejoice. BE 1 
His, the grey Winters venerable guiſe, | = 
Its ſhrowded es. and indructive iktes:- "of 
His, the ſnow's plumes, that brood the fick'ning blade, _—_ 
His, the bright pendant, that impearls the glade, | -Th 
.S The waving fore, or the whiſp'ring brake, 
1 ; The ſurging billow, or the fleeping lake, 3 
| The ſame, who pours the beauties of the Spring, 
L Or mounts the Whirlwind's deſolating wing. 
4 The ſame, who ſmiles in nature's peaceful form, 
Frovns in the tempeſt, and directs the ſtorm. 
Tis thine, bright teacher! to improve the age; 
Tis thine, whoſe life's a comment on thy page: 
5 Thy happy page! whoſe periods ſweetly flow; 
4 Whoſe fi-ures charm us, and whoſe colours glow; 
. Where artleſs piety pervades the whole, | 
5 : Refines the genius, and exalts the ſoul, 
> | For, let the witling argue all he can, 
1 It is religion ſtill that makes the man. 
'Tis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
"Tis this that gilds the horrors of our night. Fo ores 
When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few, 
When friends are faithleis, or when foes purſue, 
is this that wards the biow, or fills the ſmart, 
_ Difarms affliftion, or repels its dart; | | 


Within the breatt bids pureſt raptures riſe; | | = 
Bids ſmiling conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies, 5 Re 
When the ftorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, : Kh 
When the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles, 5 "Py 

The yirtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears affail ; . 

For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. | | 8 


And when diſeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath; 
When the heart ſickens, and each pulſe is death; 
_ Fen then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſtt. 
Grace their laſt moments, nor deſert their duſt. 
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VERS ES TO THE AU THOR. 
TO THE REVEREND MR. JAMES HERVEY, 
Ns ON HIS MEDITATIONS, _ TER 
IV HENCE flow theſe ſolemn ſounds? this raptur'd ſtrain! 


Cherubic notes my wond'ring car detain! 


Fet ' tis a mortal's voice: *tis Hervey ſings; 


Sublime he ſoars on contemplation's wings: 


In ev'ry period breathes ecltatic thought, 


Hervey, *twas Heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught! 

Celeſtial viſions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, | 

Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter'd bow'rs. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret aids, 


Ty cavern'd cell, thy. curtain'd couch, pervades? 


Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, 

in whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams? 
Jeſus! effulgenc. of paternal light! gy 
Ineffably divine! ſupremely bright! 

Whole energy according worlds atteſt, 

Kindled theſe ardours in thy glowing breaſt. 


We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſe; . 


And faith in ev'ry object jeſus views. 

We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 
Somewhat like emanations of his grace: 
Yet mutt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
Tdume's grove, and Sharon's flow'ry field, 


Compar'd with Jeſus: Meanly, meanly thows - 
The brighteſt lily, taint the lovelieſt roſe. 


Thy pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds 


In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds: 


He reins at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring ties, 


O give, my ſoul, thy welfare to his truſt 


Who rais'd the world, can raiſ: thy fleeping duſt! 
He will, he will, when nature's courſe is run, 
Midſt falling ftars, and an xtinguiſh'd ſun; 


He will with myriads of his {ſaints appear. 


O may 1 join them, tho” the meanet there! 
Tno' nearer to the throne my Hervey ſings, 

Tho” 1 at humbler diſtance ftrike the ftrings, 

Yet both ſhall mingle in the ſame employ, _ © 

Both drink the tullneſs of eternal joy. | | 

555 5 SIE John Duick. 
TO THE REV. MR. JAMES HERVEY, A. B. 
ON HIS MEDITATIONS, 
| HAT numbers of our race ſurvey 


The monarch of the golden day 
| Night's ample canopy unfurI'd, 
In gloomy grandeur round the world; 


The earth in Spring's embroid'ry drett, 
And ocean's ever-working breaft! 
And ſtill no grateful honours riſe 


To Him who ſpread the ſpacious ikies, 


Who hung this air-ſuſpended ball, . 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines in all! 

To chaſe our ſenſual togs away, _ 
And bright to pour th' eternal ray 


Of Deity, inſcrib d around | 

. Wide nature to her utmoſt bound, 
Is Hervey's taſk; and well his {kill 

Celeſtial can the tatk fulfil; | 


Aſcending from theſe ſcenes belo, 


Ardent the Maker's piaiſe to ſhow, 


3 


VERSES TO THE AUTHOR, 
His ſacred contemplations ſoar, 
And teach our wonder to adore, - 

Now he ſurveys the realms beneath, 
The realms of horror and ot death; 
Now entertains his vernal hours 
In flow'ry walks and blooming bow'rs; _ 
Now hails the black-brow'd night, that brings 
Ethereal dews upon her wings; 
Now marks the lanes as they roll 
On burning axles-round the pole: 5 
While tombs, and ftoto'rs, and ſhades, and fars, 
Unveil their ſacred characters 5 

Of justice, wiſdom, pow'r, and love, 

And lift the ſoul to realms above, 
Where dwells the God, in glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 
So Jacob, in his blitsful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams, 
Saw from the ground a ſcale ariſc, 
Whote ſummit mingled with the ſkies; 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the road; 
The ſtage to earth, and path to God. 

Hervey, proceed; for nature yields 
Freſh treaſure in her ample fields, 

And in ſeraphic ecſtacy | 

Still bears us to the throne on high, 
Ocean's wild wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes, and ſecret ſtore; 
Or let dire Earthquake claim thy toil ; 
Earthquake, that ſhakes a guilty ifle. 

So, if imall things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear men! thy labours and thy worth, 
The bee upon th\flow'ry lawn. | 
Imbibes the lucid &pps of dawn, 
Works them in his NN terious mould, 
And turns the common o gold. 


| Thomas Gibbons 
. TO MR. HERVEY. g 3 
| ELIGHTFUL author! whom the ſaints inſpire, 
And whiſp'ring angels with their ardours tire! 


From youth, like mine, wilt thou accept of praiſe ? 


Or ſmile with candour on a ttripling s lays? 
My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) | 
Has hardly more than one {mall wreath to boaſt, | 
Such as it 1s---(Ah! might it worthier be) 
Its ſcanty foliage all is due to thee, | 
Oh! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 
This flender circlet may but humbly grow; 

If its faint verdure haply may find place 

A foil to others, tho' its own diſgrace ; 
Accept it, Hervey, from a heart fincere ; 

And, tor the giver's fake, the tribute wear, 


Thy soul improving works perus'd, what tongue 
Can hold from praiſe, or check th' applauſive lung? 
But ah! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain 1 

Language that may its glowing zeal explain? 

How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a firain ? 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm; 4 
Storms calm the ſoul, and freezing Winter warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we vicw pale night 
Zurrounded with a blaze of mental light, | 
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; : VERSES TO THE AUTHOR. 
4 Lo! where the comes! all ſilent! penſive flow! 
N | | On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow ! 
High on her head Raney crown ſhe wears! 
Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears! 
Smiling, behold! the points the ſoul to heav'n, _ 
And bids the weeping ſinner be forgiv'n! bs 
But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 
i | And ruddy morning gilds the cheerful green, . 
Vith ſudden joy we view. the proſpect chang'd, wy 
And bluthing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 
We ſee the vi'lers, ſmell the dewy roſe, 8 
And each perfume that from the woodbine flows. 
A boundleſs perſpective there greets our eyes; 
Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe. 
The ſhepherd's cottages, the rural folds; _ 
All, that thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds! 5 
Amazing limner! whence this matchleſs pew'r? 
Thy work's a garden! ev'ry word a fow'r! 12 
Thy lovely tints almoſt the bloom excel, 
And none but nature's ſelf can paint fo well! 
_ Hail, holy man! henceforth thy work ihall land 
(Like ſome fair column by a maſter hand, 1 
Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 
At once to grace and clevate our ze. ROS 
Tho? ſimple, lofty; tho' majettic, plain; 
Whoſe bold deſign the rules of art reſtrain. 
In which the niceſt eye ſees nothing wrong: 
- Tho? poli:}.'d, juſt; and elegant, tho' ſttong. 
How falſe the joys which carth or ſenſe inſpires, * 
| That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer hres! ĩ 
1 Truths, which thy ſolemn ſcenes, my friend, declare, 
Ds, Whole glowing colours paint us as we are. FE 
„„ Truth, judgment, ſenſe, imagination, join; 
And ev'ry mule, and ev'ry grace, is thine. 
Religion prompting the true end of man, 
Conipiring genius executes the plan; 
Strong to convince, and elegant to charm z 
Plaintive ro melt, or paſſionate to warm. 
- Rais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 
And grow immortal, as we catch thy flame; 
True piety informs our languid hearts, 8 
And all the vicious and the vain departs. pn. 
So, when foul ſpreading fogs creep ſlowly on, 
Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden ſun, 
Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 
Rides through the {ky, and ſhines the mid away, 
O, had it been th' Almigbty's gracious will, 
That L had ſhar'd a portion of thy fkill; 
Had this poor breaſt rec2iv*d the heav'nly beam, 
Which ſpreads its luſtre thro? thy various theme; 
That ſpeaks deep leflons from the ſilent tomb, _ _ 
And crowns thy garden with freſh ſpringing bloom; 
Or, piercing thro' creation; ample whole, 
Now ſooths the night, or gilds the ftarry pole x 
r marks how inter calls her howling train, 
Her ſnows and ſtorms, that deſolate the plain; _ 
ich thee the muſe ſhould trace the pleaſing road. 
_ That leads from nature up to nature's God; 3 
_ Humble to learn, and, as he knows the mere, 


Feier h. 


lad to obey, and happy to adore, 


4424 


To 


Miſh K 


Madam, 


HESE reflections, (the one of the deepeſt, the other on the gayeſt, 
icencs of nature,) when they proceeded privately from the pen, 
were addreſſed to a lady of the moſt valuable endowments; who crowned 
all her other endearing qualities by a cordial love of Chritt, and an exem- 
plary conformity to his divine pattern. She, alas! lives no longer on 


carth;z unleſs it be in the honouis of a diſtinguiſhed character, and the 
"bleeding remembrance of her acquaintance, e he | 


It is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you a richer bleTing, or a more ſub- 


ſtantial happineſs, than that the ſame ſpirit of unfeigned faith, the ſame 


courſe of undefiled religion, Which have enabled her to triumph over 


death, may both animate and adorn your life. And you will permit me 
to declare, that my chief inducement in requeſting your acceptance of 


the following Meditations, now they make a public appearance from the 


preſs, is, that they are deſigned to cultivate the fame ſacred principles, 
and to promote the ſame excellent practices. . 


Long, Madam, may you bloom in all the vivacity and amiableneſs of 
youth, like the charming ſubject of one of tieſe Comemplations. But 
.-at the ſame time remember, that, with regard to ſuch inferior accom- 
pliſhments, you mutt one day fade, (may it prove ſome very remote 
period!) like the mournful objects or the other. This confideration will 


prompt you to go on, as you haie begun, in adding the meekneſs of wiſ- 


dom, and all the beauties of holinets, to the graces of an engaging perſon, 
and the rehnements of a poilte education. 5 BED 4 | 


And might---O ! might the enſuing hints furniſh you with the leat 
aſtittance, in proſecuting 10 deſirable an end; might they contribute, in 
any degree, to eſtabliſh your faith, or clevate your devotion; they would 


then adminiſter to the author tuch a fatistaction, as applauſe cannot give, 
nor cenſure take away; a fatisfaction which 1 thould be. able to enjoy, 
even inthoſe awful moments, when all that captivates the eye is finking 
in darknets, and every glory of this lower World diſappearing for cver. 


Theſe withes, Madam, as they are a moſt agreeable employ of my 
thoughts, ſo they come attended with this additional circumitance of 


pleaſure, that they are alſo the ſincereſt expreſſion of that very great 
egecm with Which I am, GR eg | 


Madam, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
Mott humble Servant, 
| JAMES HERVEY, 


Corn ho iid w AA awe m 


| g PREFACE, 
TI firſt of theſe occaſional Meditations begs leave to remind my 
ä readers of their latter end; and would invite them to ſet, not their 
houſes. only, but, which is inexpreſfibly more ncedful, their fouls, in 
order; that they may be able, through all the intermediate ſtages, to look 
forward upon their approaching exit, without any anxious apprehenſions; 
and, when the great change commences, may bid adieu to terreitrial 
things, ith all the calmneſs of a chearful reſignation, with all the coin- 

' forts of a Well- grounded faith. 


Ihe other attempts to ſketch out ſome little traces of the all-ſuthciency 
of our Redeeiner, for the grand and vracious purpotes of everialtins al- 
vation. That a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and infinite perfections, 
may incite us to regard Him with tenti;zents of the moſt protound veng- 
ration, to long for an aſſured interett in his merit, with all the ardency of 
deſire, and to truſt in his poweriul mediation, wich an atftance not to be 
ſhaken by any temptations,” not co be ſhared with any pertormance of 
"7 NINE 8 | Dy 

I flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among the Tombs may be 
welcome to the ſerious and humane iind. Becautc, as there are few who 
have not conſigned the remains of ſome dear relations, or honoured lriendss 
to thoſe filent repoſitories, fo there are none but mutt. be ſenuvle, that 
this is the houſe appointed for ali living; and that they themieives ws 
jhortly to remove into the faine folemn manſions. And who would not 
turn afide, for a while, from the moſt favourite amuſements, to view the 
place where his once-loved cotapantons lic? Who would not ſometimes 
ſurvey thoſe apartments, where he himſelf is to take up an abode till 

time {hall be no more? Tor 3 | . 

As to the other little effay, may I not humbly preſume, that the very 
ſubje& itſelf will recommend the remarks? For, Who is not delighted 
with the proſpect of the blooming creation, and even charmed with the 
delicate attractions of flowers? Who dees not covet to aſſemble them in the 
garden, or wear them in a noſcgay? Since this is a paſſion ſo univertal, 
who would not be willing to render it productive of the ſublimet in- 
provement? This piece of holy frugality 1 have ventured to ſuggeſt, and 
endeavoured to exemplify, in the ſecond letter; that, while the hand is 
cropping the tranſient beauties of a flower, the attentive mind may be en- 
riching itſelf with ſolid and lating good. And I cannot but entertain ſome 
pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt taſte may receive and relith religious im- 
preſfions, when they are conveyed by ſuch lovely monitors; when the in- 
ſtructive leſſons are found, not on the leaves of tome formidable folio, bur 
Nand legible on the fine ſarſnet of a naciſſus; when they 1avour not of 
bh hg and recluſe, but come breathing from the fragrant boſom of a 
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Miſs R 
Madam, | e | 


HESE reflections, (the one of the deepeſt, the other on the gayeſt, 

icencs ot nature,) when they proceeded privately from the pen; 
were addreſſed to a lady of the moſt valuable endowments; who crowned 
all her other endezring qualities by a cordial love of Chriſt, and an exem- 
plary conformity to his divine. pattern, She, alas! lives no longer on 
carthz unleſs it be in the honouts of a diſtinguiſhed character, and the 
bleeding remembrance of her acquaintance, + en 


It is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you a richer bleing,. or a more ſub- 


ſtantial happineſs, than that the ſame ſpirit of unfeigned faith, the ſame 


courſe of undefiled religion, Which have enabled her to triumph over 
death, may both animate and adorn your lite. And you will permit me 

to declare, that my chief inducement in requeſting your acceptance of 
the following Meditations, now they make a public appearance from the 
preis, is, that they are defigned to cultivate the fame ſacred principles, 
and to promote the ſame excellent practices. 5 


Long, Madam, may you bloom in all che vivacity and amiableneſs of 
youth, like the charming ſubject of one of tieſe Contemplations. But 
at the ſame. time remember, that, with regard to ſuch inferior accom- 
pliſhments, you mutt one day fade, (may it prove ſome. very remote 


period!) like the mournful objects or the other. This confideration will 


prompt you to go on, as you haie begun, in adding the meekneſs of wiſ⸗ 
dom, and all the beauties of holinets, to the graces of an engaging perſon, 
and the retinements of a polite cducation, | | 1 


And might- -O! might the enſuing hints furniſh you with the lea 


aſlitance, in proſecuting ſo defirable an end; might. they contribute, in 
any degree, to eſtabliſh your faith, or elevate your devotion; bey would 
then adminiſter to th author tuch a ſatistaction, as "applauſe cannot give, 
nor cenſure take away; a ſatistaction which I {houJd be able to enjoy, 
even inthoſe awful moments, when all that captivates the eye is finking 
in darknets, and every glory of this lower world diſappearing for cver. 


Theſe withes, Madam, as they are a moſt agrecable employ of my 
thoughts, ſo they come attended with this additional circumitance of 
pleafure, that they are alio the ſincereſt expreſſion of that very great 
encem with which Jam, . . Ps | | 
Your moſt Obedient, 

Mot humble Scrvant, 


JAMES HERVEY, 


ö 


THE fir of theſe occaſional Meditations begs leave to remind my 
readers of their latter end; and would invite them to ſet, not their 
| houſes only, but, which is inexpreffibly more needful, their fouls, in 
order; that they may be able, through all the intermediate ſtages, to look 
forward upon their approaching exit, without any anxious apprehenſions; 
and, when the great change commences, may bid adieu to terreſtrial 
things, with all the calmneſs of a chearful reſignation, with all the coin- 
forts of a well- grounded faith. e : 2 | 

The other attempts to ſketch out ſome little traces of the all-ſuſhciency 
of our Redeemer, for the grand and gracious purpoſes of everiaitinz fal- 
vation. That a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and infinite perfections, 
may incite us to regard Him with ſentiments of the moſt profound vene- 
ration, to long for an aſſured interett in his merit, with all the ardency of 
deſire, and to truſt in his poweriul mediation, with an atftance not to be 
ſhaken by any temptations, not co be ſhared with any pertormance of 
Our OWN. h „„ | | 5 

I flatter myſelf, that the thoughts conceived among the Tombs may be 
welcome to the ſerious and humane mind. Becaulc, as there are few who 
have not conſigned the remains of ſome dear relations, or honoured friends, 
to thoſe ſilent repoſitories, ſo there are none but muſt be ſenſible, that 
this is the houſe appointed for all living; and that they themieives are 
thortiy to remove into the ſame folemn manſions. And who would not 
turn afide, for a while, from the moſt favourite amuſements, to view the - 
place where his once-loved companjons lice? Who would not ſometimes 
furvey thoſe apartments, where he timfelt is to take up an abode till 
time thall be no more:? 1 | . 


As to the other little effay, may I not humbly preſume, that the very - 
 TubjeQt itſelf will recommend the remarks? For, who is not delighted 
with the proſpect of the blooming creation, and cven charmed with the 
delicate attractions of flowers? Who dees not covet to aſſemble them in the 
garden, or wear them in a noſcgay ? Since this is a paſſion ſo univerſal, 
Who would not be willing to render it productive of the ſublimeſt ith 
provement? This piece of holy frugality 1 have ventured. to ſuggeſt, and 
endeavoured to exemplify, in the ſecond letter; that, while the hand is 
cropping the tranſient beauties of a flower, the attentive mind may be en- 
riching itſelf with ſolid and laſting good. And I cannot but entertain ſome 
pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt tage may receive and relith religious im- 
preſfions, when they are conveyed by ſuch lovely monitors; when the in- 
ſtructive leſſons are found, not on the leaves of ſome formidable folio, but 
ſtand legible on the fine ſarſnet of a narciſſus; when they ſavour not of 
Jan m_ and recluſe, but come breathing from the fragrant boſom of a 
onquit, . IE OY EE h a Hy 
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Meditations among the Tombs, 


Every Stone that we look upon, in this Repoſitory of paſt Ages, 
15 both an Entertainment and a Monitor. | 
Plain Dealer, Vol.” IJ. No. 42. 


TY | THE CONTENTS, 5 | 
ICCASION of the Meditations; Solitary Walk in a Church. Hand- 
. ſome Altar-piece. Gratitude celebrated. Solomon's Temple; his 
noble Sentiments at the Dedication; the Paſſage illuſtrated. The Holy 


— — — "we" 2 


Ghoſt dwelling in our Hearts; a rich Privilege; an Obligation to Holineſs, _ 
The Floor covered with funeral Inſcriptions. Wiſdom of meditating on 


our latter End. Promiſcuous Lodgment, and amicable Agreement, of 


Corples, ſuggeit Humility and Concord. Monument of an Infant; its for- 


tunate Circumſtances; ſuperior Felicity of Survivors. Monument of a 
Youth; Grief of the Parents; mitigated or aggravated by the Proſpect of 
the inviſible State; Exhortation to educate Children religiouſly, Monu- 
ment of a young Man, cut off in his Prime; how unexpected and afflictive 


the Stroke: the Frailty of all ſublunary Happineſs. Reflection on the 


Three preceding Exits; the Uncertainty of Life; Call to be always ready: 


This farther urged from the Inſtance of a Perſon killed by a Misfortune: _ 
Nothing caſual, but all ordered by Providence. Caſe of a Lady who died 
in Childbed; her Character: with regard to earthly Things, we knov not 


what is really deſirable, or truly good: Remarks on Mrs. Stonehouſe's 


Monument, in the great Church at Northampton. A religious Father 
taken from his young Family; his Behaviour on a dying Bed; their Sup- 
port in a fatherleſs State, Monument of a middled-aged Perſon, im- 


merſed in Buſtnets; Diſappointment of his Schemes; his dying Acknow- 


ledgments; the Folly of Worldly-mindedneſs ; very Bitterneſs in the End. 
The Graves of the Aged: the Ditficulties and Hazard of a late Repen- 


tance: Youth intreated to enter upon a Courſe of Holineſs without 


Delay. The ſingular Wiſdom and Felicity of the Righteous; the Reſt of 


their Bodies; the Calmneis of their Departure; the Safety of their dif. 


- embodied Souls; their delightful Situation till the Judgment day. Monu- 
ment of a Warrior, ſlain in Battle: Reflections on the Death of 'Chrift ; 

that it was voluntary, foreſeen, undergone for Enemies; was moſt 
_ torturous, lingering, and ignominious. The Meanneis of being obliged + 
to a Monument for perpetuating our Names: Author's Wiſh for himſelf; 
true Method of eternizing our Characters. The Vault; its awful Aſpect; 
Grandeur in Abatement: the Vanity of Pleaſures, Honours, and Riches, 
The Clock firikes; a Warning to redeem the Time. The wonderful 


Change which takes Place-in the Tomb, ditplayed in ſeveral Particulars, 
Soliloquy of a Lover: Admonition to the Ladies; true Beauty of the Fair 
Sex. Sin the Cauſe of our Diſſolution. Subject of Mortality brought 


home to our own Caſe: Incitement to improve Life: this the beſt em- 


bajming, View of our Saviour's Sepulchre: his lying in the Grave has 
loftened it for his People: Faith in his dying Love diſarms Death. The 
Reſurrection of the Righteous; their meeting the Judge; their Accept- 
ance at the great Tribunal. Sickneſs, Sin, and Death, deſtroyed; Bliſs 
or Mitery unchanzeablc; Obſervation on Eternity. The Wicked; the 


Anguiſh of their laft Sickneſs: no hope but from the Religion they deſpiſed; 


that very precarious; the Horror of their Diſſolution; this the Beginning 


of Sorrows; their Treatment in the inviſible World; reſerved to the Judg- © 


ment of the great Day: They riſe, though reluctant; are diſtracted with 
Terror; covered with Contempt; condemned to endleſs Woe, To be in- 


ſtrumental in ſaving our Fellow-Creatures from this Miſery, the true Ex 

_ erciſe of Benevolence. A Reflection on the vaſt Importance of theſe Truths; 

2 Perſuaſive to act under the believing Conſider ation of them; enforced- 
by the inexpreſſible Neceſſity of preparing for them. The Whole cloſes 
With a Vie of the preſent Security and future Glory of the Righteous, 
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| MEDITATIONS 
AMONG THE TOMBS. 


IN A LETTER TO 4 LADY. 


Madam, 5 


. PRAVELLING lately into Cornwall, T happened to 


2 


alight at a conſiderable village in that County; 


where, finding myſelf under an unexpected neceſſity of 


ſtaying a little, I took a walk to the Church.* The 
doors, like the Heaven to which they lead, were wide 
open, and readily admitted an unworthy ftranger. 
Pleaſed with the opportunity, I reſolved to ſpend a few 
minutes under the ſacred roof. 5 e 7 

In a ſituation ſo retired and awful, I could not avoid 
falling into a train of meditations, ſerious and mourn- 
fully pleaſing, which, I truſt, were in ſome degree pro- 
fitable to me, while they poſſeſſed and warmed my 


thoughts; and if they may adminiſter any ſatisfaction | ; : 


to you, Madam, now they are recollected, and com- 
mitted to writing, I ſhall receive a freſh pleaſure from 


them. a 


It was an antient pile, reared by hands that, ages 


ago, were mouldered into duft ; ſituate in the center of 
a. large burial-ground, remote from all the noiſe and 


| hurry of tumultuous life. The body ſpacious z the 
| ſtructure lofty; the whole magnificently plain. A row. 


of regular pillars extended themſelves thro* the midſt, 
and ſupported the roof with ſimplicity, and with dignity, 


The light, that paſſed through the windows, ſeemed to 
& ſhed a kind of luminous obſcurity, which gave every 


object a grave and venerable air. The deep ſilence 


added to the gloomy aſpect, and both, heightened by the 


*I had named, in ſome former Editions, a particular church, viz. Kilk- 


ampton; where ſeveral of the monuments deſcribed in the following pages 


Feally exiſt, But as I thought it convenient to mention ſoine cates here, 


: nich are not, according to the beit of my remembrance, referred to in 
=" y inlcripiions there, | have now omitted the name ; that imagination 
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night operate more freely, and the improvement of the reader be contultedy 


FF itiout any thing that thould look like a variation from the truth vi ac“. 


| MEDITATIONS. | 


| lonelineſs of the place, greatly increaſed the ſolemnity 
of the ſcene. A ſort of religious dread ſtole inſenfibly 
on my mind, as advanced, all penſive and thoughtful, 
along the inmoſt iſle, ſuch as huſhed every ruder paſſion, 
and dithpated all the gay images of an alluring world. 


Having adored that Eternal Majeſty, who, far from 


5 being confined to temples made with hands, has heaven N 
or his throne, and the earth for his footſtool, I took 
particular notice of an handſome altar-piece, preſented, 

as I was afterwards informed, by the maſter-builders of 

Stow,“ out of gratitude, L preſume, to that gracious. 
God who carried them through their work, and enabled 


them © to bring forth their top-ſtone with joy.“ 
O! how amiable is gratitude! eſpecially when it 
has the Supreme Benefactor for its object. I have al- 


ways looked upon gratitude as the moſt exalted principle 


that can actuate the heart of man. It has ſomething 


5 5 noble, diſintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the term) 


generouſly devout. Repentance indicates our nature 


fallen, and prayer turns chiefly upon a regard to one's 
= ſelf; but the exerciſe of gratitude ſubſiſted in Paradiſe, 


When there was no fault to deplore; and will be per- 


̃ petuated i in Heaven, when © God ſhall be all in all.” 


The language of this ſweet temper is, “ I am un- 


ſpeakably obtiged : What return ſhall I make ?” And 
ſurely it is no improper expreſſion of an unfeigned 
thankfulneſs, to decorate our Creator's courts, and 
beautify “ the place where his honour dwelleth.** Of 
old, the habitation of his feet was glorious ; 5 let it not 


now be fordid or contemptible. It muſt grieve an in- 


genuous mind, and be a reproach to any people, to 


Lav their own houſes wainſcotted with cedar, and 
painted with vermilion, while the temple of the Lord 


| of Hoſts is deſtitute of every decent ornament, 


Here I recollected, and was charmed with, Solomon” 8 


fine addreſs to the Almighty at the dedication of his fa- 
lie name of a noble ſeat belonging to the late Farl of Bath, re- 


markable formerly for its excellent workmanthip, and elegant furniture; 


once the grand retort of the quality and gentry of the weſt; but now de- 


moliſhed, laid even with the une and, 5 one Kone left upon an- 
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AMONG THE TOMBS. — T3 
mous temple. With immenſe charge, and exquiſite 
ſkill, he had erected the moſt rich and finiſhed ſtructure 
that the ſun ever ſaw. Vet, upon a review of his work, 
and a reflection on the tranſcendant perfe&ions of the 
Godhead, how he exalts the one, and abaſes the other! 
The building was too glorious for the mightieſt monarch 
to inhabit, too ſacred tor unhallowed feet even to enter, 
yet infinitely too mean for the Deity to reſide in. It 
was, and the royal worſhipper acknowledged it to be, 
a moſt mary ellous vouchlatement in uncreated excellen- 
cy, to © put his name there.“ The whole paſſage 
breathes ſuch a delicacy, and is animated with ſuch a 
ſublimity of ſentiment, that I cannot perſuade myſelf to 
pais on without repeating it, * But will God indeed 
dwell on Earth? Behold! the Heaven, and Heaven of 
Heavens, cannot contain thee z how much leſs this houſe 
that J have builded!”” Incomparable ſay ing! worthy 
the wiſecſt of men. Who would not chooſe to poſſeſs 


> ſuch an elevated devotion, rather than to own all the 


glittering materials of that ſumptuous edifice? 
We are apt to be ſtr uck with admiration at the beau- 


titul grandeur of a maſterly performance in architecture; 
and, perhaps, on a. ſight of the antient ſanctuary, 
ſhould have made the ſuper ficial obſervation of the diſ- 


*I Kings viii. 27. But will---A fine abrupt beginning, moſt ſignifj- 


"I = cantly deicribing the amazement and rapture ot the royal prophet's mind! 


ed: He utes no epithet, where writers of inferior diſcernment would 
© have been fond to multiply them; but ſpeaks of the Deity as an incom- 


7 chenfible Being, whofe exccliency is exalted above all praiſe.----Dwell: 
1 


o bettow on fintul creatures a propitious look, or favour them with a tran- 
ſient vitit of kindneſs, would have been an unutterable obligation: Will he 
tuen vouchiate to fix his abode, and take up his tated refidence, among 


4 them f. Indeed: A word, in this connexion, exceedingly emphatical; ex- 


5 preſlive of a conde ſcenſion, wonderful and extraordinary almoſt beyord 
; | credibility. then a moſt important reaſon is tuggeſted for the preced- 


ng admiration : Beheld: Intimating the continued, or rather the increaſ- 
2, lurprize of the ſpeaker, and awakening the attention of the hearer, 
%% the Heaven: I he ſpacious concave of the ficmament; that wide, 
Extended azure circumference, in which worlds unnumbered perform their 


9 Fevolutions, is too 1c. mty an apartment for the Godhead.---Nay, The Heaven 


af Zeatens: Thoſe vaſt! y higher tracts, which lie far beyond the limits of 
buman ſurveys to which our very thoughts can hardly ſoar; even theſe 


3 F unbounded as they are) cannot afford an adequate habitation for Jehovah 
4 &v cn theic dwindle into a point, when coinpaied with the infini tude of his 


o 
3 


2% 
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fience; even theſe bare as e u him.'---- How much leſs propor- 
Monate is this poor diminutive ipeck (which I have been erecting and em. 
| hing) 40 10 nou a Krenn ſo immenſe 4 Majetty, 
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i MEDITATIONS | 
ciples, c What manner of ſtones, and what buildings, 
are here! But what a nobler turn of thought, and juſ- 
ter taſte of things, does it diſcover, to join with Iſrael's 
| king, in celebrating the condeſcenſion of the Divine In- 
habitant! That the High and Lofty One, who fills 
immenſity with his glory, ſhould, in a peculiar manner, 
fix his abode there! ſhould there maniteſt an extraordi- 
nary degree of his benedictive preſencꝭ; permit ſinful 
mortals to approach his Majeſty; and promiſe, “to 
make them joyful in his Houſe of Prayer!ꝰ This ſhould 
more ſenſibly affect our hearts than the moſt curious ar- 
rangement of ſtones can delight our eyes. | 
| Nay, the everlaſting God does not diſilain to PR in 
our ſouls by his holy ſpirit, and to make even our bodies 
his temple. Tell me, ye that frame critical judgments, 
and balance nicely the diſtinction of things, « Is this 
maoſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt reoicing ?”” He humbleth 
himſelf, the Seri ipture aſſures us, even to behold the 
things that are in Heaven.“ ? Tis a moſt condeſcending 
favour, if He pleaſes to take the leaſt approving notice- 
of angels and arch-angels, when they bow down in ho- 
mage from their celettial thrones :. and yet will he gra- 
ciouſly regard, will he be intimately united to poor, 
polluted, breathing duſt? O! unparalleled honour ! 
invaluable privilege! Be'this my portion, and I, ſhall 
not covet crowns, nor envy conquerors 1! 
But let me remember what a ſanctity of diſpaſition; 
and uprightnelſs of converſation, lo exalted a relation 
demands: remember this, © 2nd rejoice with trembling. 
| Durſt I commit any iniquity while I tread thete h. altow- 
cd courts? Could the Jewiſh High Prieſt allow himſelf 
in any known tranſgrefſion while he made that folemn 
early entrance + into the Holy of Holies, and ſiood be- 
| fore the immediate Preſence of Fehowah ?. No, tri uly. 
In ſuch circumſtances a thinking perſon: mult ſhudder at 
the moſt remote ſolicitation to any wilful offence. 1 
ſuould now be ſhocked at the leaſt indecency, of beha- 
viour, and am apprehenſive ol every appearance of cvil. 


* Pſa}, cxiii, + ebe. ix, 7 
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. AMONG THE TOMBS. 18. 
And why do we not carry this holy jealouſy into 3 
our ordinary life? Why do we not in every place reve- 
xence* ourſelves as peiions dedicated to the Divinity, 
as living temples of the Godhead ? For if we are real, 
and not merely nominal, Chriſtians, the Gedof Glory, 
according to his own promiſe, Þ dwells in us, and walks 
in us. O! that this one dectrine of our religion might 
operate with an abiding efficacy upon our conſciences! 
It would be inſtead of a thouland Jaws to regulate our 


con duct; ; inſtead of a thouſand motives to quicken us 


in holineſs, Under the influence of ſuch a convictions 
we ſhould fludy to maintain a purity of -intention, a 
dignity of action; and “ to walk worthy of Him“ 

who has called us to this moſt lacred union with bis 


pbleſſed ſel. 


The next thing that i: my attention was the 
ettired floor. The pavement, ſomewhat like Ezekiel's 
roll, was written over from one end to the other. 1 
foun per ceived the compariſon to hold good in another 

relpect; and the inſcriptions to be matter of mourning, 
lamentation, and woe.“ 4 They ſecmed to court my 


cobtervaticn, ſilently invitmg me to read them. And 
7 vehat would theſe dumb monitors inform me of ? © That 
„ bencath their little circumferences were depoſited 
* ſuch and ſuch pieces of clay, which once lived, and 
N © moved, and talked; that they had received a charge 


1 to preſerve their names and were the remaining trut- 
tees of their memory.“ 
Ah! faid I, is ſuch my Ctuation! The idoravls; 
Creator around me, and the bones of my fcllow-creatures 
J under me! Surely, then, I have great reaton to cry out, 
with the revering Patriarch, How dreadſul is this 


1 


7 


Flace a 5 Seriouſnels and devotion become this houſe for 


14 1 i 


os the argument take place in the Chrifttian theme! where we are taught | 


* 


Note bea hen world, Wich what ſuperior force, and infinite advant: ige, 


& regard dure ves nei merely as intellectual beings, that have reaton tor 


6 | In monitor, but as conſecrated creatures, who have a God of the mot 


nfummatc perfection ever with us, (ver in us. 


i + 2 Cor. vi. 16. 1 Ee. it, 10. + Gen, xxviii, 5 
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16 | MEDITATIONS | | RR 
ever. May I never enter it lightly or irreverently ; but 
with a profound awe, and godly fear ! 
O! that they were wiſe !F ſaid the inſpired Pen- 
man. It was his laſt with for his dear people: he 
| breathed it out, and gave up the ghoſt. But what is 
wiſdom? It conſiſts not in refined ſ peculations, accurate 


with hiſtory. The divine Lawgiver ſettles this impor- 
tant point in his next aſpiration: O! that they under- 
flood this! That they had right apprehenſions of their 
ſpiritual intereſts and eternal concerns! That they had 
eyes to diſcern and inclinations to purſue, the things 


this valuable knowledge? I tend them not, adds the il- 


„ wk "I " - * « _ _ — 
* EF PC 4B Bra a dE 2 EC TS 
P > 4 
ee — — —_ — 85 — 


89 — 
me 
—— 


ture; they may much more expeditiouſly acquire this 
ſcience of life by conſidering their latter end. This 
ſpark of Heaven is often loit under the glitter of pom- 
pous er udition, but ſhines clearly in the gloomy man- 
ions of the tomb. Drowned is this gentle whiſper 


in the retirements of ſerious contemplation. Behold! 
how providentially I am brought to the ſchool of wiſ- 
d dom!f The grave is the molt faithful $ maiter ; and 
1 theſe inſtances of mortality the moſt inſtructive leſſons. 
Wii Come then, calm attention, and compoſe my thoughts; 
|| come, thou celeſtial ſpirit, and enlighten my mind; 
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sc wiſe unto ſalvation.” 


47; 805 + Deut. xxx i. 29. 
1 + The Man how wiſe, who, fic of gaudy ſ-encs, 
Is led by choice to iake his tavour:te walk f 
Beneath death's gloomy, filent, cypre 15 thades, 
1 | Unpierc'd by vanity's tantaſtic ray! | 
&- 14; | To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 


2 <3 


WE Viſit his vaults, and dwell anon the tombs o/ . 
$f 5 - Night Theaghts, © 
„ Wait the great teacher, Death. Po, 


1 21108 Ss * N ja den 41: af Lee d Alida. # un ra. Mar. 


reſearches into nature, or an univerſal acquaintance 


which belong to their peace: But how ſhall they attain 


luſtrious Teacher, to turn over all the volumes of litera- . 


amidſt the noiſe of mortal affairs; but ſpeaks diſtinctly 


that I may ſo perule theſe awful pages, as to hoods 37 


Examining the records of mortality, I found the me- 
morials of a * promiſcuous multitude. They were 
huddled (at leaſt they reſted) together, without any re- 

| an to rank « or ſeniority. None were ambitious ol the | 
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commit them to the duſt, with chcaring hopes of me — 
| ceiving them again to your arms, inexpreſſibly improved 
in every noble and endearing accompliſhment, _ | 


*T1s certainly a ſevere trial, and much more afflictive 
than I am able to imagine, to reſign a lovely blooming | 
creathre, ſprung from your own loins, to the gloomy 
receſſes of corruption ; after baving been long dandled 
upon your knees, united to your affections by a a thouſand 
ties of tenderneſs, and now become both “ the delight 
of your eyes,” and ſupport of your family, To have 
fuch a one torn from your boigm, and thrown into dark 
neſs, doubtleſs, it muſt be like a dagger in your hearts. 


S8 
But O! how much more cutting to yeu, and confound- 


ing to the child, to have the ſoul | teparated from God; 


and for ſhameful ignorance, or early impiety, conſigned. 
over to places of eternal torment! How would it aggra- 
vate your diſtreſs, and add a diſtracting emphaſis to all 
your ſighs, if you ſhould follow the pale corpſe with 
theſe bitter reflections! „This dear creature, though * 
long ago capable of knowing gogd from evil, is gone 


bout of the world before it had learned the great deſign 


of coming into it, A ſhort-lived, momentary exiſtence, 
it received from me; but no good inſtructions, no holy 
admonitions; nothing to. further its well-being in that 
everlaſting ſtate upon which it is now entered. The 
poor body is conſigned to the coftin, and carried out to 
conſume away in the cold and ſilent grave. And what 
reaſon have I to ſuppoſe that the precious foul is in a 
better condition ? May I not juſtly tear, that, ſentenced 


by the righteous Judge, it is going, or gone away, into 


the pains of endleſs puniſhment ? ? Perhaps, while I am 


bewailing its untimely departure, it may be curimg, in 


outer darkneſs, that ever-ro-be-Gepioredy that moſt ca- 
lamitous day, when it was born of ſuch a carelets un- 
codly parent as I have been.“ BY, 

Nothing, I think, but the gnawings of that worm 
which never dies, can equal the anguiſh of thele ſeif- 
condemning thoughts. The tortures of a rack mult be 
an caſy ſuffering, compared with the ſtings and horrors 
ot tach a remorſe, How carneſtly do 1 willy that . 


21 MEDITATION e | | 
many as are intruſted with the management of child. en, 
| would take timely care to prevent theſe intolerable 
i ſcourges of conſcience; by endeavouring to conduct = 
their minds into an early knowledge of C brift, and a 
| cordial love of his truth! | 

On this hard is lodged one, whoſe ſepulchral tons” 

| tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may the little 
images, reclined over the fleeping aſhes, hang down, 
their heads with that peniive air! None can conſider ſo 
| mournful a ſtory, without feeling ſome touches of ſym- 

J | __ pathizing concern. His age twenty- eight; his death 
| tudden ; himſelf cut down in the prime of life, amidſt 
all the vivacity and vigour of manhood ; while health 

- even wantoned in his veins Ano trength r reſided in every 

ſinew. Probably, he entertained no apprehenſions of 
the evil hour: And, indecd, who could have ſuſpected 
that fo bright a ſun ſhould go down at noon? To human 

| appearance, his hill ftood ſtrong: length of days ſeem- 
ed wpitten in his ſanguine countenance 1 he ſolaced him 
| ſelf with the proſpect of a long, long ſeries of earthly 
ſatisfactions. When, lo! an unexpected ſtroke deſcends! 
«deſcends from that mighty arm, which © overturneth | 
the mountains by their roots, and cruſhes the imaginary 
hero * before the Moth,“ as quickly, and more eafily, 
than our fingers lqueeze ſuch a feeble flutteri ing inſect to 
death. | 
Perhaps, the nuptial joys were all he e thought on. 
Mere not ſuch the breatiungs of his enamoured ſoul! 

« Vet a very little while, and I thal) pollels the utmoſt 
| of my wiſhes : I ſhall cal my charmer mipe; and in 
{ her enjoy whatever my heart cn crave.) In the midſt 


- Jeb 1 Iv. 19 FY 9 - Ad in tar, ad NAA „ 3 retain this 
interpre tation both as it is moſt butt. 2 10. MY pa. pole, and as“ it is 
1 paetronized by ſome eminent comment? Ws, Epeciuily the celebrated 
{ITT - - © Schultens, Though I cannot but give 'pretexer ce to the opinion of a _ 
4 34 | Judicio.s friend, who wouid render ts | age more literally, Before the 
| Face of a Me "making ic to 3: preſet + ciratare ſo excecdingly fraily 
that even a moth, fly ing again ity. may 4. ah to pieces, Which, beſides * 
its cloſer correſpondence with. the CRact port of the Hevrew, preſents 3 
us with a much nner image of the mott « xtreme imbeci. ity. For it ceg—- k 
tainly implies à far greater devree of en to be cruihed by _ » I 
fecble flutter of the feebleſt ages. it.an only to be cruſhed as eafil "oy 
that creature by the hand of man. "Vie French vethon ls 1 exprei iy "mY 
and beautiful; & ia Re. cent /e Ca yen r enniſſeau, I 
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of fuch enchanting views, had ſome faithful friend but 

thi fofily reminded him of an opening grave, and the end 
olf all things; how unſeaſonable would he have reckoned 


the admonition, and how impertinent the perſon that 
adminiſtered it! Yet, though all warm with lite, and 
rich in viſionary bliſs, he was even then tottering upon 
then brink of both. O! dreadful vicitfitude! to have 
the bridal * feſ/tvity turned into the fancral ſolemnity. 
O! deplorable mistortune ! to be ſhipwrecked even in 
the haven! and periſh in ſight of happineſs! What a 
memorable proof is here of the frailty of man, in his 
bett eſtate! Look, O, look on this monument, ye gay 
and carcleſs! Attend to this date, and boaſt no more of 
to. mar row! . | 
Who can tell, but the bride-maids, girded with 8450. 
neſs, had pr epared the marriage- bed? had decked it with 
the richett covers, and dreſſed it in pillows of down? 
when, (Oh! truſt not in youth, or ſtrength, or in any 
thing mortal; for there is nothing certain, nothing to be 
depended on, beneath tho unchangeable God,) Death, re- 
lentleſs Death, is making him another kind of bed in the 
duſt of the. earth? Unto this he muſt be conveyed; 
not with a ſplendid proceſſion of joyous attendants, but 
ſtretched in the gloomy hearſe, and followed by a train of 
mourners. On this he muſt take up a lonely lodging, nor 
ever be releaſed, © till the heavens are no more.“ In 
voain does the conſenting tair-one put on her ornaments, 
and expect her ſpouſe. Did ſhe not, like Siſera's mother, 
look out of the lattice, chide the delays of her beloved, 
and wonder * why his chariot was fo long in coming? yy 
Little thinking that the intended bridegroom had for 
> ever done with tranfitory things! that now everlaſting 
cares employ his mind, without one ſingle remembr ance 
of his lovely Lucinda! Go, diſappointed virgin! go, 
* A diftreſs of this kind is painted in very affecting colours by Pliny, in 
an Epiale to Marcellinus: -- O inte plane acerbumgue Funus! O Morte 1þſa. 
5 IF Mcrits Te empus indignmus! Jam definaia erat eg regie Juvæni, jam electus Vuptia- 
rum Dies, jam nos advocati. fd Gaudium quo Marore mutatum e Nen 
um exprimere Verbis, quantum Animo vulnus- aaccepe ri ex audidi Funda- 
ran irſum (ut multa luctuaſa Poler invenit ) procipientum, gued in . Mare 


. andes Gemmas "Fuerds 2+ a wy Loc in N & Unguenta, & Odores im- 
1. ECT « | Fla. Lib. v. Epig. 10. 
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BN 24 Na be, MEDITATIONS | | 
mourn the uncertainty of all created bl ſs! Teach thy ; 
foul to aſpire after a ſure and immutable felicity! For 
the once gay and gallant Fidelio ſleeps in other em- 
braces; even in the icy arms of Death! F orgetful, eter- 
nally forgetful, of the world—and thee. | 
Hitherto one is tempted to exclaim againſt the king 
of terrors, and call him capriciouſly cruel. He ſeems, 
by beginning at the wrong end of the regilter, to have 
_ Inverted the laws of nature. Paſſing over the couch of . 
_ decrepit age, he has nipped infancy in its bud, blaſted 
youth in its bloom, and torn up manhood in its full 
maturity. Terrible, indeed, are theſe ien yet 
not unſearchable the counſels: | ; 
For us they ficken, and for us they die.“ 
| Such ſtrokes mult not only grieve the relatives, b ut ors 
priſe the whole neighbourhood. They ſound a power 
ful alarm to heedleſs dreaming mortals, and are intended 
as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity. Such paſling-bells 
inculcate loudly our Lord's admonition ; Lake e 
heed, watch, and pray; for ye know not when the time 
is.“ We a like intoxicated creatures, upon the very 
verge of a tremendous precipice, Theſe aſtoniſhing 
diſpenſations are the kind meſſengers of Heaven, Fa 
rouſe us from our ſupineneſs, and quicken us into timely __ 
circumſpection. I need not, ſurely, accommodate them 
with language, nor act as their interpreter. Let every 
one's conſcience be awake, and this witl appear their aw- 
ful meaning. *O! ye ſons of men, in the midſt of life 
you are in death. No ſtate, no circumſtances, can 
aſcertain your preſervation a ſingle moment. So ſtrong 
is the tyrant's arm, that nothing can refiſt its force; 19 
true his aim, that nothing can elude the blow. Sudden 
as lightning, ſometimes, is the arrow launched; and 
wounds and kills! in the twinkling of an eye. Never 
promite yourſelves ſafety in any expedient, but conſtant 
preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly ſo promitcuouſly, 
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that none can gueſs the next victim. Therefore,“ Be at 


ye always rcady: for in ſuch an hour as ye thin K not, 5 
the nal ummens cometh.“ | = 
i 17 Tu TV: 1; 


4 
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N c « Be ye alwoys ready: for in ſuch an hour as ye think 
no. Important admonition! Methinks it reverbe- 
"78 rates from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and addreſſes me With 
line upon line, precept upon precept. The reiterated 
A arning, I acknowledge, is too needful ; may co-· ope⸗ 
rating grace render it effectual: The momentous truth, 
though worthy to be engraved on the tables of a moſt 
1 n a memory, is but {lightly ſtretched on the tran- 
ſient flow of paſſion. We fee our neighbours fall; we 
turn pale at the ſhock ; and feel, perhaps, a tr embling 
dead. No ſooner are they removed from our ſight, 
ut, driven in the whirl of buſineſs, or lulled in the 
langours of pleaſure, we forget the Providence, and 
pveglect its errand. The impreſſion made on our unſta- 
ble minds, is like the trace of an arrow through the 
penetrated air, or the path of a keel in the furrowed 
Wave. Strange ſtupidity! To cure it, another moni- 


LI 


>... Þ tor beſpeaks me, trom a neighbouring itone. It con- 
> _ tains the narrative of an unhappy mortal, ſnatched” 
* From his friends, and hurried to the awful dar ; with- 

Y out leiſure either to take a laſt farewell of the one, or 
S d put up ſo much as a fingle prayer preparatory for the 
o Other: killed, according to the uſual expreſſion, by a 
1 ſudden ſtroke of caſualty. 8 

m Wos it then a random ſtroke? Doubtleſs, the TER 


Same from an aiming, though inviſible, hand. C 
„ Preſideth over the armies of heaven; God ruleth among 
te the inhabitants of the earth; and God conducteth what 
an men call chance. Nothing, nothing comes to paſs thro' 
ng A blind and undiſcerning fatality. If accidents happen, 
| they happen according to the exact foreknowledge, and 
len eg formably to the determinate counſels, of eternal 


nd Wiſdom. The Lord, with whom are the iſſues of 
ver depth, ſigns the warrant, and gives the high commil- 
ant KW. The ſeemingly fortuitous diſaſter is only the 
flv, 80 ent, or the inſtrument, appointed to execute the ſu- 
pe | T me decree, When the king of Iirael was mortally 


170 3 nded, it ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot. A certain 
_ ml drew a bow at a venture, f At @ Ventur e; as he 
| * 1 Kings xxii. 34. 30 | 
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| thought. 


ling of an eye. 
from the diverſion of a card table, and dropt into the 
| dwellings of darkneſs. 
gaiecty in her ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, at a mag- 
nificent ball. 


ME viraTions 

But his band was ſtrengthened by an Omni. 
potent aid; and the thatt levelled by an unerring eye. 
So that, what we term catualty, is really Providence; 3 


accompliſhing deliberate detigns, but concealing its own 


interpoſition. How comtorting this reflection! admi— 
rably adapted to footh the throbbing anguiſh of the 


mourners, and compoſe their ſpirits into a quiet ſub- 
miſſion ! Excellently ſuited to ditiipate. the fears of 


godly ſurvivors, and create a calm e even 
amidſt 1 innumerable per ils! 


How thin is the partition between this world-and anc 
ther! How ſhort the tranſition from time to eternity! 


The partition, nothing more than the. breath in our 
noſtrils; and the tranſition may be made in the twink- 
Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe 


One night, Corinna was all 


'The next night, ſhe lay pale and ſtiff, an 
extended corpſe, and ready to be mingled with the 
mouldering dead. Young Atticus lived to ſee his 
ample and commodious ſeat completed; but not to 


ſpend one joyous hour under the ſtately roof. The 
laſhes were hung, to admit the day; but the maſter's 


eyes were cloſed in endleſs night. The apartments 


were furniſhed, to invite ſociety, or adminiſter repoſe 3 
but their lord reſts in the lower parts of the earth, in 


the ſolitar y, ſilent chambers of the tomb. The gardens 
were planned, and a thouſand elegant decorations de- 
ſigned; but alas! their intended poſſeſſor is gone down 
to © the place of ſkulls; is gone down to the __y of 
the ſhadow of death.” 

While I am recolleting, many, T queſtion not, are 
exper iencing the ſame tragical viciſſitude. The eyes of 
that ſublime Being, who fits. upon the circle of the 

earth, and views all its inhabitants with one compre- 
henſive glance, even now behold many tents in atflic- 


tion. Such affliction as overwhelmed the Egyptians 
in that fatal night, when the deſtroying angel ſheatlied 
; may arrows in all the pr ide of their fwength, Jones 
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ſinking to the floor from their eaſy-chair, and deaf even 


amidſt the piercing ſhrieks of their diſtracted relations. 


Some, giving up the ghoſt, as they lit retired, or lie re- 


clined, under the ſhady arbour, to taite the {weets of the 


flowery ſcene. Some, as they tail, aſſociated with a 


party of pleaſure, along the dancing ſtream, and thro? 
the laughing meads. Nor is the grim intruder molli- 
fied, though wine and muſic flow around. Some inter- 
cepted as they are returning home, and ſome inter- 
rupted as they enter upon an important negociation, 


Some arreſted with the gain of injuſtice in their hands; 


and jome ſurprized in the very act of lesdneſs, or the 
attempt ot ciuelty, j TRY ; 5 
Legions, legions of diſaſters, ſuch as no prudence 
can forctee, and no care prevent, lie in wait to accom- 
pliſh our doom. A ſtarting horſe may throw his rider, 
may at once daſh his body againſt the ſtones, and fling 
his ſoul into the invitible world. A ſtack of chimnies 
may tumble into the ſtreet, and cruſh the unwary paſſen- 
ger under the ruins. Even a ſingle tile, dropping from 
the roof, may be as fatal as the fall of the whole ſtrue- 
ture. So trail, ſo very attenuated is the thread of life, 
that it not only barks before the ſtorm, but breaks even 


at a breeze. The moſt common occurrences, thoſe from 
1 | 


which we ſuſpect not the leaſt harm, may prove tlie 
weapons of our deſtruction. A grape ſtone, a deſpica- 
ble fly, may be more mortal than Goliath, with all his 


formidable armour. Nay, if God give command, our 
very comferts become Killing. The air we breathe is our 
bane, and the food we eat the vehicle of death. That 
laſt enemy has unnumber'd avenues for his approach; 
| yea, lies entrenched in our very boſom, and holds his 
tortrels in the ſeat of our life. The crimſon fluid, which 
diſtributes health, is impregnated with the leeds of death. 
Heat may inflame it, or toil oppreſs it, and make it 
deſtroy the parts it was deſigned to cheriſh, Some un- 


{een impediment may obſtruct its paſſage, or ſome un- 


known violence may divert its courſe; in either of 
lich caſes it acts the part of a poiſonous draught, or 
deadly ftab _ 5 


. 


MEDITATIONS 
Ah ! in what perils is vain life engaged ? 
\\ hat flight neglects, what trivial Faults deſtroy _ 
The hardieſt frame! Of indolence, of tail 
We die; of want, of ſuperfluity, 
The all-tarrounding heav'n, the vital air, 


1s big with death. 
liable to be diſpoſſeſſed of this 


* moans — — > AC 
* 


Since then we are ſo 


22 "a ge 
— — — 


neſs to depart at a moment's warning. Without ſuch 
an habitual readineſs, we are like wretches that {leep 
on the top of a maſt, while a horrid gulph yawns, or 


what the ſatisfattion, of ſuch a ſtate? Whereas, a 


create a firmneſs of mind not to be overthrown by the 
8 molt threatening dangers. | 
” with walls, is furniſhed with proviſion, guarded by able 


| and the conſtant thought of death. 

„ I ſaid, our very comforts become lilli; and ſee 
l | the truth inſcribed by the hand, ſealed with the fi ignet, 
ö cf Fate. The marble, which graces yonder pillar, in- 


forms me, that near it are depoſited the remains of 
i Sophronia, the much-lamented Sophronia, who died in 


_child-bed! How often does this calamity happen! The 
branch ſhoots, but the ſtem withers. The babe ſprings 
to light ; but ſhe that: bare him breathes her laſt. She 
gives life, but gives it (O pitiable conſiderat ion!) at the 
expence of her own ; and becomes at once a mother and 

a corpſe, Or elle, perhaps, ſhe expires in ſevere pangs, 

and is herſelf a tomb for her infant; while the melancholy 

1 complaint of a monarch's woe, is the epitaph then for 
. The children are come to the birth, and there 

l . is not ſtrength to bring forth.“ Leſs to be lamented, 

in my opinion, this misfortune than the other. Better 


for the tender ſtranger to be ſtopped in the porch, than 
to enter only to converſe with affliction. Better to find 


* xxxv ii. 3. : 


| earthly tabernacle, let us look upon ourſclves only as 
| tenants at will, and hold ourſelves in perpetual readi- 


furious waves rage, below. And where can be the peace, 


prepared condition will inſpire a chearfulneſs of temper | 
not to be diſmayed by any alarming accident; and 


When the city is fortified 
and reſolute troops; what have the inhabitants to fear? 


what may they not enjoy? So, juſt ſo, or rather by a 
much ſurer band, are connected the real taſte of lite, | 
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Wy a grave in the womb, than to be expoled on a hazardous 


world, without the guardian of its infantile years, with- 


but the faithful guide of its youth. 


This monument is diſtinguiſhed by its ner materials, 


and more delicate appendages, It ſeems to have taken 


its model from an affluent hand, directed by a generous 
heait, which thought it could never do enough for the 
deceaſed. It ſeems, alſo, to exhibit an THE lematical_ 
picture of Sophronia's perſon and accomplichments. 
Is her beauty, or, what is more than beauty, her white- 


robed innocence, repreſented by the ſnowy colour? The 
; ſurface, {mocthly poliſhed, like her amiable temper, 


and engaging manners. "The whole adorned, 1 in a well. 
judged medium, between extravagant pomp, and ſor- 
did negligence; like her un \diſembled goodneſs, remote 
trom the leaſt oſtentation, yet in all points exemplary, 
But ah! how vain were all thele endearing charms ! 


how vain the luſtre of thy (prightly eyc ! "how v vain. 


the bloom of thy bridal. Yon 1” how vain the ho- 
nours of thy ſuperior . 8 how unable to ſecure the 
lovely poſſeſſor from the ſavage violence of death! 
How inleffectual the univerſal. eſteem oft thy acquaint- 
ance, the fondneſs of thy tranſported hutband, or even 
the ſpotlets integrity ot thy character, to prolung thy 
{pan, or procure thee a tlort reprieve | The concur- 
rence of all theſe circumſtances remind me ot thoſe 
beautiful and tender lines 

How lov'd, how val“ 4 once, avails thee not; 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 

A heap of duſt alone remains of thec 


'Tis en art I. nd all the proud ſhall de | 
. | Pope 3 Meth. 


Yet, though unable to divert the ſtroke, Chrittianity 
is ſovercign to pluck out the ſting, of death. Is not 
* Theſe verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but elegant monument, lately 


erected. in the great church at Northampton. Which, in the hreroghyphical 
decorations, corretponds with the detcription introduced above. In this 


C:rcumitance partic Wailys that it is dedicated to the memory of an 


amiable woman, Mrs. Anm Stonghoute the, excellent wife of my worthy 


friend Dr, nehouſe ; who tas ſeen atlithe powers of that bes ling art, 
to which I, and ſo many others, 1 e been greatly indebted, tailing in their 
ARA 2s to preterve 4 1610 dearey to him than his W m. Nec 


K 


* 9—3 „„ 


and of that crown which glitters, in the well imitated 


his eſteem for her memory, and his veneration for that religion which ſhe © 


tive and pathetic 3 


Since they breathe the very ſpirit of that ſacred elegy, in which all the 


remind the reader of that av/ful leſſon which was originally dictated by __ 


coanted of?“ Iſa. ii. 22. 


9ͤöõ—8õ neee . 
this the ſilent language of thoſe lamps which burn, and 
of that heart which flames, of thioſe palms which flouriſh, 


and gilded marble ? Do they not, to the diſcerning eyes ; Ss 
deſcribe the vigilance of her faith, the tervency of her 
devotion, her victory over the world, and the celeſtial - 7 
Net proſunt domino, que proſunt omnibus, artes. ü | 5 f ; 


No longer his all-healing art avails; 
But ev'ry remedy its maiter fails. 


In the midſt of this tender diſtreſs, he has ſought ſome kind of conſola- 2 


tlon, even from the ſepulchral marble, by teaching it to ſpeak, at once, 


ſo eminently adorned, Nor could this be more ſignificantly done, than 
by ſumming up her character, in that conciſe, but comprehenſive ſen- 


dF: 
2 hs 
$486 


tence, a ſincere Chrijizan, Conciſe enough to be the motto for a DEC "= 
ring; yet as comprehenſive as the moſt enlarged ſphere of perſonal, ſocial, =? 
and religious worth, For, whatſover things are pure; whatſoever things 
are lovely; whatſoever things are of god report ; are they not all included _ 


in that grand and noble aggregate, a ſincere Chrijtian? 2 

The firſt lines, conſidered in ſuch a connection, are wonderfully plain- 75 
How lov'd, how valid once, avails thee not; | . 
To whom related, or by whom begot. oy, p 


93 5 Fe f | „ 10 
They ſound, at leaſt in my ears, like the voice of ſorrow, mingled witngn 
admiration, The ſpeaker ſeems to have been loſt, for © while, in melan- 


choly contemplation ; ſuddenly breaks out into this abrupt encomiumgz _ #1 
then melts into tears, and can proceed no farther. Yet, in this cale, 
how eloquent is filence! While it hints the univerſal eſteem which at | 


tended, and the ſuperiority of birth which diſtinguiſhed, the deceaſed 
wife 5 it expreſſes, beyond all the pomp of words, the yearning affe&tion, 
and heart-felt affliction, of the ſurviving. byſbarnd.--- Arid the group of 
monumental marbles, which are laviſh of their panegyric, is, I think, 
reſembles the incomparadle addreis of the painter; who, having placed 


round a beautiful expiring virgin, her friends in all the agonies of grief, 


repreſented the unequalled anguith of the father, with far greater liveiineis 
and ſtrength, or rather with an inexpreſſible emphaſis, by drawing a vei! 


"over pu face; hh: 


i 

t 

| | y 
If the laſt lines are a wide departure from the beaten track of our 4 
modern epitaphs, and the very reverſe of their high fiown complimentis - % 
| 74 

0 


A heap of duſt alone remains of thee! — . _ 
Tis all thou art!---and all the pred thall be! 0 


they are not without a precedent, and one of the moſt conſummate kind, 


heart of the hero and the friend ſeems to be diffolved; * How are tie 
mighty fallen, and the weapons of war periſhed! 2 Sam. i. 27.---'Fhe 2 
the Supreme Wiidom; © Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt return = 

Gen. iii. 19.- They inculcate, with all the force of the mot convincirs #8 

evidence, that ſolemn admonition, delivered by the prophet; * Ceaſe yo 

from man, whole breath is in his noſtrils; for wherein is be to be 42 2 
Ts | Ann, 


2 - 


Y 
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diadem which the Lord, the righteons Judge, ſhall give 
her at that day?“ 
How happy the huſband in ſuch a ſharer of his bed, 
4 and partner of his fortunes! Their inclinations were 
nicely-tuned uniſons, and all their converſation was 
harmony. How ſilken the yoke to ſuch a pair, and 
4 what bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch bands! Evety 
joy was. heightened, and every care alleviated! Nothing 
- ſeemed wanting to conſummate their bliſs, but a hope- 
ful progeny riſing around them. That they might ſee _ 
4 themſelves multiplied in their little ones, ſee their min- 
* gled graces transfuſed into their offspring, and feel the 
» glow _ their affection augmented by being reflected 
3 from their children. Grant us this gift,” ſaid their 
united prayers, * and our latisfactions are crowned. 
We requelt no more.” 
oy Alas! how blind are aortals to future rente How 
unable to diſcern what is really good!+ Give me 
| 8 Children,“ ſaid Rachael, * or elle I die!'f An ardor 
Hof impatience altogether unbecoming, and as miſtaken 
h aas it was unbecoming. She dies; not by the diſappoint- 


KK. 


= HH . Sa... as! 
Se 


13.38 ment, but by the accompliſhment, of her deſire. If 

t children are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, whole 

d bcauties bloſſom with ornament, and whoſe odours 

2 74 That no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the ſenſe and: defign 

Kk. t 018 part of the fourth line--- 

ed. 4, © 4" hs all hw at! | 

5 gt it is guarded above and beneath.--- Above, is an expanded wet: that ſcems 

ei to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the molem of deal h. Which 

= we cannot but. ſuppoſe lo be the volume of inſpiration, as it exiubits 
11 ſort of abridement of its whole contents, in thole animated Words. - 


Be je not lot. ful, but followers of them, woe through faith and patience inherit 

be promiſes.” Heb. vi. v2.-Beneath, that every part might be pregnant 

1 With initruftion, gre thoſe {triking reflections, worthy the confideration 

t the Jizhe/ proficient in knowled; 8 and piety, yet obvious to the uader— 

| 1 anding "of the moit wits t rec: Ader ; * Life, hwy ſhort! eternity, ore 

nd. Pes! May my ſoul learn the foreible purport of this mort leon in nor 

the Re 1trafted ſpan of time! and ail eternic) W 1 ll not be too long 10 e i 
tre aving learned it. 5 


hey f 1 N * 2. Tim. iv. 8. 

oF £5 os Neſcia mens hon fati, fortiſſu, future! 

3 |  Turnotempus erty ine cum op raver it empti my 
a Iniattum Pallum a; & cum e i/ia die ue 

Sq  . „ | | Bir, 
Mak ; - + Sen. XxX, 1 i 
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breatne delight; Death, or ſome fell misfortune, may 
find means to entwine themſelves with the lovely wreath, 
Whenever our fouls are poured out, with paſſionate 
Importunity,, after any interior acquiſition, it may be 
truly ſaid, in the words of our Divine Maſter, Ve 


know not what ye afk,* Does Providence with-hold the 


thing that we long for? It denies in mercy ; and only 
with-holds the occaſion of our mitery, perhaps the in- 
ſtrument of our ruin. ith a ſickly appetite, we of- 


ten loathe whyat is Shiolowine, and hanker after ow 


bane. Where imagination dreams of unmingled ſweets, 
there e frequently finds the bitterneſs ot 
wore. 


Therefor e, may we covet immoderately, neither this - 


nor that form of carthly felicity; but refer the whole 
of our Condition to the choice of unerring Wiſdom, 
May we learn to renounce-our own will ; and be ready 


to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt withes; whenever 


they run counter to the good pleature of God. For, 


indeed, as to obey his laws is to be perfectly free; ſo, 


to reſign our lelves to his diſpoſal, 1 is to eſtabliſh our own 
happinets, and to be ſecure from the fear of evil. 

Here a imall and plain ſtone is placed upon the 
ground. Purchaſcd, one would imagine, from the 
little fund, and formed by the hand, of Frugality itſelf. 
Nothing coltiy; not one decoration added: only a very 


ſhort inicription; and that fo effaced, as to be 


ſcarcely intelligible, Was the depoſitory unfaithful to 


its truſt ? or were the letters worn by the frequent reſort 
of the ſurviving family, to mourn over the grave of a 

moſt valuable and beloved relative? For I perceive, | 
upon a cloſer inſpection, that it covers the remains of a a 


father; a religious father, ſnatched from his growing 
offspring before they were ſettled in the world, or 10 


much as their principles fixed by a thorough education, # 


This, ſure, is the molt complicated diſtrefs that has 
hitherto come under our conſideration. The ſolemnities 


and melancholy ſcenes imaginable, There lies the af: 


fectionate e the r 12 "Wy faithful | 
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of ſuch a dying chamber are ſome of the moſt melting I 25 


hf Axone THE TOMBS, = 
Fend, and the generous maſter. He lies in the Taft 


extremities, and on the very point of diflolution. Art 
has done its all; the raging diſeaſe mocks the power of 
medicine. It haſtens, with reſiſtleſs impetuoſity, to ex- 
cute its dreadful errand ; to rend aſunder the filver cord 


of life, and the more delicate the of ſocial attachment, 

And conjugal affection. __ 

4 ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt many 
A wiſhful look, and condole their -honoured maſter in 


the language of ſighs. The condeſcending mildneſs 2 


bis commands was wont to produce an alacri ys of. 


#1 


dience, and render their ſervice a pleaſure. 


embrance of both imbitters their grief, Fg 8 5 


it trickle plentifully down their honeſt cheeks. His 


friends, who have fo often ſhared his joys, and glad- _ 


;. wot his mind with their enlivening ccnverſe, Jow are 
miſerable comforters, A ſympatluihiig and mòͤurnful 


ity is all the relief they are able to contribute: unleſs 


it be augmented by their filent prayers for the Divine 
fſuccour, and a word of conlolation ſuggeſted from the 


$cripture.f Thole poor innocents, the children, croud 


Around the bed: drowned in tears, and almoſt frantic. 
With grief, they fob out their little fouls, and paſſion- 
"ately cry, Will he leave us? leave us, in a _— 
condition! leave us to an injurious world! =» 

© Theſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the diftr efſed 


ouſe, and overwhelm her breaſt with an impetuous 


tide of ſorrows. In her the lover weeps, the wife , 
mourns, and all the mother yearns. To her the loſs 
} 1s beyond meafure aggravated, by months and years of 
_ gelighttul ſociety, and exalted friendſhip. Where, 


alas! can ſhe meet with ſuch unſuſpected fidelity, or 


Tepoſe ſuch unreſerved confidence? Where find fo diſ- 

\Efect a counſellor, ſo improving an example, and a 

Spardian fo ſedulouſly attentive to the intereſts of her- 

"Wt and her children? See! how ſhe hangs over the 

1 Texts of Scripture 7 for ſuch an occaſion; containing pro- 
5 


Wes-- of ſupport under iction, Lam. ill. 32. Heb, xii. 6. 2 Cor. 


=”; Ot pardon, Iſa. li Lia. i. 18, 1 John ii. 1, 2. Acts x. 43. 
u 


ſtiſication, Rom. v. 9. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 2 Cor. v. 21,---Of 
over death, Pſal. xxiii. 4. Pſal. I&xiji, 8 1 Cor. xy. 50, 97 
Ma happy e e vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. 1. Rev, vii. 16, 17 
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ſinking head on her gentle arms, ſometimes reſt it on 


 ſpcechlels arduur, on the pale countenance, and meagre 


5 Divine Will; and, by ſubmiſſion, becomes ſuperior to 
bis affliction. He is ſenſibly touched with the diſconſo— 


concern for his wife and children: his wife, WO 


glory. Religion gives a dignity to diſtreſs, 


ſuffers witfrull the majeſty of woe. 


+» tucble embrace; kiſſes the dear pledges of their mutual 
_ love; and then pe urs all that remains of life and ſtrength 


Cod, the everlaſting God, will be with you. 


Hcaven, who lives for evermore. 
but an unbelieving heart, and irreligious life, can ever 
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Janguiſhing bed, moſt tenderly ſolicitous to prolong a a 
life, important and defirable far beyond her own, Or, 
if tt” be impracticable, no leſs tenderly officious to 
{cothe the laſt agonies of her dearer felt, Her hands, 
trembling under direful apprehenſions, wipe the cold 
dews from-the livid cheeks; and ſometimes ſtay the 
her compaliionate boſom. See! how ſhe gazes, with a 
features. Specchleſs her tongue; but the looks unut- 
terable things; while all her loft paſſions throb with . 
univailing tondneſs, and her very foul bleeds with ex- 
quiſite anguiſm. e 8 
The futferer, all patient and adoring, ſubmits to the 


late ſtate of his attendants, and pierced with an anxious 


will ſoon be a deſtitute widow ; his children, who will 
ſoon be helpleſs orphans. Vet though caſt down, not. 
in deſpair. He is greatly refreſhed by his truſt in the 
everlaſting Covenant, and his hope of approaching 
| At each 
interval of eaſe he comtorts his very comforters, and 


Ihe ſoul, juſt going to abandon the tottering clay, 
collects all her force, and exerts her laſt efforts. The 
good man raiſes himſelf on his pillow z extends a kind 
band to his ſervants, which is bathed in tears; takes 
an affecting iarewell of his friends; claſps his wife in a 


in the following words: „I die, my dear children; but 
Though 
„cu lole an carthiy parent, you have a Father in 
| Nothing, nothing 


8 4 . " : , 5 | " 43 * | . 8 
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leparate you trom the regards of his providence from 
the endearments of his love.“ | 5 


He could proceed no farther. His heart was full; 
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* Pur tner 


; Able. 


1 prophet Jeremiah, containing the direction of in- 


ite Wiſdom, and the pr omiſe of unbounded Good-. 
—5 8 c 
1 Leave . latherleis children ; 1 will profery e 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 3 5 
but utterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, with diff 
geuity, great difficulty, he added,—* You, the dear 
of my ſoul, you are now the only protector of 
hans. I leave you under a weight of cares. 
ut God, who defendeth the cauſe ot the widow ; God, 
hoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and truth; God hath ſaid, 
© J will never leave thee, nor dor ke thee. This 


kcvives my drooping ſpirits; let this ſupport the wife 
ns 'of my boſom. 
into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. Encouraged by 
| thy promiſed goodneſs, I leave my fatherleſs— 

# Here he fainted ; fell back upon the bed; 


And now, O Father of Compaſſions, 


and lay, 


or ſome minutes, bereft of his ſenles. As a taper, 


; upon the very point of extinction, is ſometimes ſud- 
ddenly rekindled, and Jeaps into a quivering flame, fo 
life, before it totally expired, gave a parting ſtruggle, 
and once more looked abroad from the opening eye-lids, 
He would fain have {poke, fain have uttered the ſen- 
"tence he began; more than once he aſſayed; but the 
organs of fpeech wert become like a broken veſſel ; ; and 
t but the obſtructing phlegm rattled in his 


roat, His aſpect, however, ipoke affection inexprei- 


With all the father, all the hutband, ſtill living 
his looks, he takes one, more view of thoſe dear 


7 Wenn. whom he had often beheld with a parental . 


jumph. He turns his dying eyes on that beloved wo- 
man whom he never beheld but with a glow of delight. 
Fixed in this poſture, amidſt ſiniles of love, and under 
1 gleam of Heaven, they ſhine out their laſt. 

Upon this, the filent ſorrow burſts inta_loud laments, 

Thcy weep, and refuſe to be comforted; till tome _ 
ength of time had given vent to the exceſs of paſſion, 


4 3 ind the conſolations of religion had ſtanched their blecd- 


Bo woes. Then the afflicted family ſearch for the 
Intence, which fell unfiniſhed from thoſe loved, thoſe 
Encrable, and pious lips. They find it recorded by 


* Heb, : Xxill. £, 
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them alive; ; and let thy widows truſt in me. * This 
now is the comfort of their lite, and the joy of their 
heart. They treaſure it up in their memories. It is 
the beſt of legacies, and an inexhauſtible fund: a 
fund which will ſupply all their wants, by entailing 
the bleſſing of Heaven on all their honeſt labours. _ 
They are Tich, they are happy, in this ſacred pledge 
of the Divine favour. They fear no evil; they want 
no good; becaule Cod 1 their Portion and . Fea 
guardian God. | FE 
No ſooner returned from one memento of my « own © 
and . memorial of another's deceaſe, but a ſecond, a 
third, a long ſucceſſion of theſe melancholy monitors, 
_ croud upon my fight. F That which has fixed my ob- 
ſervation, is one of a more grave and fable aſpect than 
the former. I ſuppole it prater ves the relics of a more 
aged perſon. One would conjecture that he made 
ſomewhat of a figure in his ſtation among the living, 
as his monument does among the funeral marbles. Let 
me draw near, and enquire of the ſtone, who, or what, 
is beneath its ſurface! I am informed, he was once 
the owner of a conſiderable eſtate, which was much 
improved by his own application and management; 
that he left the world in the buſy period of 3 ad- 
vanced a little beyond the meriflian. = 
Probably, replied my os mind, © one of thoſe T5 
indefatigable druc ges who riſe early, ls take reſt, 7 
and eat the bread ot carefulneſs ; not to ſecure the lo- 
ving-kindneſs of the Lord; not to make proviſion for 
1 - = any reaſonable neceſſity ; but only to amaſs together 
1 ten thouſand times more than they can poſſibly uſe. 
Did he not lay ſchemes for enlarging his fortune, and 
aggrandizing his family ? Did he not purpoſe to join |. 
field to field, and add houte to houſe, till his poſſeſſions | 
were almoſt as vaſt as his deſires! That then he 
| would | lit down and enjoy what he had e 8 F | 
Jerem. xlix. 11. * 8 


i! | 1 Pluri ima mortis imago. Virg. | 1 
ny i 8 | $55 . Hac mente labore 9 2 1 
. Sele ferre, [eres ut in otia tuta recedanty | — _s 
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AMONG. THE TOMBS. 

reathe a while from his toilſome purſuit of things tem- 
. and, perhaps, think a little of things eternal,” 
But ſee the folly of worldly wiſdom! How 5 
bow childiſh, is the ſagacity of (what is called) manly 
© maſterly prudence z wuen it contrives more fcli- 
| on for Time, than it provides for Eternity! 
How ſtrangely infatuated are thoſe ſubtil heads which 
weary themſelves in concerting meaſures for phantoms 
of a day, and ſcarce beſtow a thought on everlaſting 
 Fealities! When every Wheel moves on ſmoothly 
hen all the well-diſpoſed deligns are ripening apace tor 
i | bp and the long: expected criſis of enjoyment 
, ' vw to approach; behold! God from on high laughs 
at the Babel- beilder: Death touches the bubble, and 


> it breaks; it drops into nothing. The cobweb, molt 
a ipun indeed, but more eaſily diſlodged, is {wept 
e Ry in an inſtant ; and all the abortive projects are 
„ buried in the ſame grave with their projettor. So 
+ true is that verdict, which the Wiſdom from above 
t, a aſſes on thele ſucceſsful unfortunates :. * They walk 
e x a vain ſhadow, and diſquiet themſelves in vain, * 
hi | Speak, ye that attended ſuch a one in his laſt minutes; 
1 e that heard his expiring ſentiments; did he not cry 


2 = in the Janguage of diſappointed ſenſuality, 0 
6 8 death! how terrible is thy approach to a man immer- 
0 d in ſecular cares, and void of all concern for the 


lt, ending hereafter! Where, alas! is the profit, 
lo- PFWhere the comfort, of enter ing deep into the knowledge, 
or and of being dexterous in the diſpatch, of earthly af- 
her fairs; ſince I have, all the while, neglected the one 
ſe. | ine needful! Deſtructive miſtaket. I have been atten- 
nd Five to every interior intereſt ; I have laid myſelf out on 
Qu 105 t de trifles of a moment, but have diſregarded Heaven; 
0 ave forgot eternal ages! O! that my days Here 
. e was going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs wiſhes, or to 
d; 


5M 

rm, I know not what, ineffectual reſolutions. But a 
* aden convulſion ſhook his nerves, diſabled his tongucy 
@» d, in Teſs t than an hour, diſſolv cd his frame. 
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hour. We ſhall plant, 
with thorns. * 

Some, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years 0 % | 
ten before they made their exit; nay, ſome few re- 
ſigned not their breath till they had numbered four. 4 
ſcore revolving harveſts. Thele, I would hope, re. 
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May PR children of this world be warned by the 


dying words of an unhappy brother, and gather ad. 
vantage from his misfortune. Why ſhould they pant, 
with ſuch impatient ardour, after white and yellow © 
earth; as if the univerſe did not afford ſufficient for | 
every one to take a little? Why ſhould they lade them- 
ſelves with thick clay, when they are to © run for an 
incorruptible crown, and preſs towards the prize of their 
high calling?“ why ſhouid they overload the veſſel in 
which their everlaſting all is embarked; or fill their | 
arms with ſuperfluities when they are to ſwim for their 
lives? Yet fo prepoſterous is the conduct of thoſe per- 
ſons, who are all induſtry to heap up an abundance of 
the wealth which periſheth ; but are ſcarce fo much as 
_ faintly defirous of being rich towards God. F 


O! that we may walk, through all theſe glittering 


1 toys, at leaſt with a wit indif b rence, if not with. a 
ſuperior diſdain! Having enough for the conveniencies 


of life, let us only accommodate ourſelves with things 


below, and lay up our treaſures in the regions above, 
Whereas, if we indulge an anxious concern, or laviſh © 
an mordinate care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions ; we 
ſhall rivet them to our affections with fo firm an union, 
that the utmoſt ſever; ity of pain r muſt attend the ſepara- » 
ting ſtroke. By ſuch an eager attachment to what 
will certainly be raviſhed from us, we ſhall only inſure © 
to ourleives accumulated, anguiſh againſt the agonizing : 
forchand, our dying rale 


membered their Creator in the days of their youth; 


beſore their ſtrength became labour and ſorrow; before * 
that low ebb of Janguiſhing nature, when * the keeper FI þ 
of the houſe tremble, and thoſe that look out of tle ix 
* Lean not on earth; "twill pierce thee to the heart; | # 1 
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& broken reed at beſt, but oft” a {pear : „ | IF " 


On it's ibarp- oſs peace bleeds, alid 3 pe e TR 
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15 . AMONG THE TOMBS: ©: 19 
: * windows are darkened: when even the lighting down 


1. of the graſshopper is a burden on the bending ſhoulders 
t 7 and deſire itſelf fails in the liſtleſs, lethargic ſoul: before 
WT) 99 


w thoſe heavy hours come, and thoſe tireſome moments 
07 9 raw nigh, in which there is too much reaſon to ſay, ; 
n. We have no pleaiuie in them; no improvement from 


them.“ . „ e 
If their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil, how unfit 
muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, to go to 


FR he market and buy! f For, beſides a variety 0; diſ- 
* borders, ariſing from the enfeebled conftitution, their 


FCorruptions mult be ſurpMzingly firengthened by ſuch 


bk. | g + =S 2 . 
long courſe of irreligion. Evil habits muſt have 
of . g . 20 ; 
3 o ruck the deepeſt root, muſt have twiited themſelves 
"22 Mith every fibre of the heart, and be as thoroughly 
_ Ingrained in the diſpoſition, as the foot in the Ethio- 
| 5 pian's complexion, or the {pots in the Jeopard's tkin, 
jez t {ſuch a one, under ſuch diſadvantages, ſurmounts all _ 
85 the difficulties which lie in his way to glory, it muſt 


he a great and mighty ſalvation indeed, If ſuch a one 
ih elcapes deſtruction, and is faved at the laſt, it muſt, 
Without all peradventure, be— fo as by fire.“ 
This is the ſeaſon which ſtands in need of comfort, 
Ind is very improper to enter upon the conflict. The 
nat ſbandman ſhould now be putting in his fickle, or 
= a the fruit of his labours; not beginning to break 
up the ground, or ſcatter the ſeed. Nothing, *tis true, 
is impoſſible with Cod: he ſaid Let there be light, 
And there was light:“ inftantaneous light, diffuſed, as 
and, ick as thought, through all the ditmal dominion of 
Primeval darkneſs. At his command, a leproſy of the 
 "ZWngelt continuance, and of the utmolt inveteracy, de- 
re. puts in a moment. He can, in the greatnels of his 
+. Pength, quicken | the wretch who has lain dead, in 
if elpaſſes and fins, not four days only, but fourſcore 


ers 2 22575 X11. 3, 5. I need not remind my reader, that, by the former 
pes tbele figurative expreflions, is fignified the enervates fate of the hands 
aer, by the latter, the dimneſs of the eyes, or the total le of fight: 
„ taken in connection with other parts of the chapter, they exhibit, 
> {eries of bold and lively metaphors, a deſcription of the various infir » 
. attendant on old age, „ | N 


40 e >: | 
years. Yet truſt not, O truſt not, a point of ſuch inex- 
_ pretlible importance, to ſo dreadful an uncertainty. 
God may ſuipend his power; may withdraw his help; 


may ſwear in his wrath, that ſuch abuſers of his long- _#® 
ſuffering ſhail never enter into his reſt,” 5 


Ve, therefore, that are vigorous in health, and bloom- 
ing in vears, improve the precious opportunity. Im- 
rove your golden hours to the noblett of all purpoſes; 
| ” ESD s . . : 
ſuch as may render you meet for the inheritance of 
ſaints in light, and aſcertain your title to a ſtate of 
immortal ycuth, to a crown cf eternal glory“. Stand 
not all the prime of your day idle; trifle no longer 
with rhe offers of this immenſe felicity; but make hatte, 
and dclay not the time to keep Ged's commandments. 
Vhile you are loitering in a gay inſenſibility, Death 
may be bending his bow, and marking you out tor 
ſpeedy victims. Not long ago 1 happen'd to ſpy a 
thoughtlets jay. The poor bird was idly buſted in 
drefſing his pretty plumes, or hopping careleſsly from 
{pray to ipray ; a ſportſman coming by, obſerves the 
teathered rover: immediately he lifts the tube, and 
levels his blow. Swifter than whirlwind flies the leaden 
death, and in a moment lays the filly creature breath- 
leſs on the ground. Such, ſuch may be the fate of the 
man, who-has a fair occaſion of obtaining grace to- 
day, and wantonly poſtpones the improvement oft it 
till to-morrow. He may be cut off in the midit of his 
folly, and ruined for ever while he is dreaming; of being 
wite hereafter. „„ „ . 
Some, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, full of 
picty, and full of days; © as a ſhock of corn, ripe with 
age, and laden with plenty, evmeth in his ſcaſon. f“ 
* May I be permitted to recommend as a trezſure of inettimable value, 
a da irceatifſe particularly appoſite to my ſubject, Dr. Lucas s Enquiry 
after Happinets? That part. eſpecially, which diſplays the method, and 
eaumerates the advantages, of improving life, or living much in a little 
time. Chap. III. p. 158. of the 6th edit... An author in whom the gen: 
tleman, the ſcholar, and the chriſtian, are moſt happily united. A perfor- 
mance which, in point of ſoiid argument, unatfected picty, and a vein Of 
10ught amazing!y fertile, has perhaps no ſuperior, Nor, can I wiſh my 
reader a more renned pleature, or a more ſubitantial happineſs, than that 
_ of having the ſentiments of this entertaining and pathetic writer Wove 
:nto the very tcxture of his heart. 
HY : F Job v. 26. 


5 AMONG THE Tours. 1 
Theſe were children of light, and wiſe in their genera- 
tion: wiſe towards God; wile for their molt important 
concerns; and wile for that bliſsful eternity they now 
inherit. Rich, alſo, they were; more honourable and per- 
manently rich than all the votaries of Mammon. The 
wealth of the one has made itſelf wings, and is irreco- 
verably gone; while the wretched acquirers are tranſ- | 
mitted to that place of penury and pain, where not ſo 
much as one drop of water is allowed to cool their 
ſcorched tongues. Whereas, the ſtores of the other {till 
abide with them; will never depart from them, but 
make them glad, for ever and ever, in the city or 
their God. Their treaſures were ſuch as no created 
power could take away; ſuch as none but infinite bene- 
ficence can beſtow; and (Oh! comfortable to conſider!) 
ſuch as I, and every indigent longing ſinner, may ob- 
tain; treaſures of heavenly knowledge and ſaving faith; 
treaſures of atoning blood, and imputed righteouſneſs. 

Here * lie their bodies, in © peaceable habitations, 
and quiet reſting-places.”” Here they have thrown off 


* Some I know are offended at our burying corpſes within the church, 
and exclaim againit it, as a very great mpropriety and indecency: but this 1 
imagine proceeds from an exceſſive and Miſtaten delicacy. Let proper care | 
be taken to ſecure from injury the toundations of the building, and to prec- 
vent the exhalat ion of any noxious eittuvia from ye putretying Acih, and 
I cannot diſcover any inconventencies attending this practice, 

The notion, that noitome carcaſes (as they are called) are very unbe- 
coming a place conſccrated to religious purp{1cs, teems to be derived from 
the antzguated Fewnſh canon; whereby it wis declared, that a dead body 
imparted defilement to the perion who touched it, and polluted the 1pot * 
where it was lodged. . On Which account the Jews were icrupulonſly 
careful to have their ſepaichres buiit at a diſtance trom their houſes 3 and 
made it a point of conſcience. not to ſuffer any cemererics do fubſiſt in the 
city. But, as this was a rite purely cercmenial, it ſeems to be entirely tus 
pericded by the Goſpel difſpenta ion. | 

cannot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian economy, there is 
a propriety and uſefulneſs in the cuttoin, Uſetiluetls, becaute :t maſt ren» 
der our ſolemn aſſcinbties more veneraDl.: and awiul, Fer, when we waik 
over. the duit of our friends, or knees upon the ſhes of our relations, this 


awakening Circuinſtance mult ſtrike a lively impreiſton of Or OWN mor ta- 


lity. And what co: ſide ration can be more effestual to make us ſerious aid 
a'te:itive in hearing, carne and importungte in paying? As for tae 
tuels of the uiage, it ſcenis perſectiy ſuitahle to the deſien of theie 
lagred edifices, They are jet apart for od not orly to receive 1.15 Wor- 
hipers, but to preſerve toe furniture for holy minigrations, and what is, 
in à peculiar manner, appropr:ated to his Divine Majety. And are not 
the bodies of the ſaints the Alnliguty's property ? Were they nat once the 
objects of his tender love? Are they not till tue ſubjgcts Of his Secial cura 7 


Has 
D 3 


f 
ö 
! 


ſince they are ſoon to be introduced into che inſt manſions 0 
honour and Joy ? * 
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every burden, and are eſcaped from every ſnare. . The 


head aches no more; the eye forgets to weep z the fleſh 


is no longer racked with acute, nor pines away under 


lingering, diſtempers. Here they receive a final releaſe 


from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge from ſorrows. 


Here danger never threatens with her terrifying alarms; 


but tranquillity ſoftens their couch, and ſafety guards 
their repoſe. - Reſt. then, ye precious relics, within 
this hoſpitable gloom ;z reft in gentle ſumbers, till the 
laſt trumpet mall give the welcome ſignal; and ſound 
aloud, through all your ſilent manſions, “ Ariſe ; ſhine; 
for your light i is come, and the glory of the Lord 18 
riſen upon you,”* | 


To theic how calm was the evening of like! In 4 


a ſmiling ſerenity did their fun go dewn! When their 


fleſh and their heart failed, how reviving was the re- 
membrance of an all-ſuffticient Redeemer; once dying 
for their fins, now riſen again for their juſtification ! 
How chearing the well-grounded hope of pardon for 


their tranſgrefſions, and peace with God through Feſus 


Has he not given commandment concerning the bones of his elect; and 
charged the ocean, and enjoined the grave, to keep them till that "day? 
Ate they not precious in his eteem ? So precious, that when mountains, 


bright with gems, or rich with mines, are abandoned to the devouring 


flames, theſe ſhall be reſcued from the fiery ruin; theſe thall be tranſlated 
into Jerovah's kingdom, and, conjointly With the foul, made “ his 
jewels:“ made bis peculiar treaſure;“ made to ſhine as the brightefs 
of the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever and ever. 

Is not ri tie Lord of our bo. lies? Are they not bought with a price? 
Bought, not with corruptible things, filver and gold, but with his Divine 
Blood. And if the bleſſed Jeſus purchaſed the redeinption of our bodies 
at ſo inanitely dear a rate, can it enter into our hearts to conceive, that 
he f. ould diſlike to have them re poted under his own habitation ? Once 
more, are not the bodies of the faithful temples of the Holy Ghott? And 
is there not, upon this ſuppoſition, an apparent propriety, rather than the 
leaſt indecorum, in remitting theſe temples of ficth to the temples made 
with hands? hey are veffels of | on0..r; inſtruments. of righteoulneſs; 
and, even when broken by death, like the fragments of a golden bow], 
are valaab! c are worthy-to be laid up in the ſafeſt, moſt honou rable re- 


poſitories. 


Upon the whole, fince the Lord Jeſus has purchaſe d them at the expence 
of his blood, and the blefled Spirit has honoured them with his in-dwelling 
preſe nce; ince they are right dear in the fight of the adorable Trinity, 
and undoutted heirs of a glorious immortality z why ſhould it be thought 
2 thy: 8 imp roprs to adn. them io a _trankent reſt in their heavenly Fa- 
ther's houſe ? why may they not lie down and flcep in the o fon courts, 


eyerlatting 
* Iſai. Ix, 1 BY 
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cn our Lord! How did this aſſuage the ago- 


nies, and ſweeten the bitternels of death? "Where now 


is Wealth, with all her golden mountains? Where is 
Honeur, with all her proud trophies of renown ? Where 
all the vain pomps of a deluded world ? Can they admi- 
niſter any ſupport in this laſt extremity? Can they com- 
pole the affi gated thoughts, or ee up the departing 
tou], amidit all the pangs of diffolution? The follow- 
ers of the Lamb tecmed W and triumphant at their 
Jaſt ga + Gols everlaſting arms are underneath””®* 
their fainting heads... His tpirit whiſpers peace and 
conſolation 18 their conſciences. In the ſtrength of theſe 
heavenly ſuccours they quit t the field of battle, not cap- 
tives, but en with 5: —y full of 1 IMINOr= 
tality.”” 

Ard now they are gone. The i of tina 
nature are over. The body fleeps in death; the ſoul 
launches into the inviſible tate. But, who cn imagine 
the delightful ſurprize, when they find themſelves Tur 
rounded by guar dian angels inſtead of weeping triepds? 
How ſecurely e do they wing > their way, and pals through 
unknown wor ds, under the conduct of theie celeſtial 
guides! The Vale of Tears is quite loſt. Farewel, tor 
ever, the realms of woe, and range of malignant be- 
ings! They arrive on the frontiers of INEXP1 libie feli- 
city. I hey «are come to the city of the Living Cod;' 
while a voice, tweeter than muſic in her ſofteſt Sing, 
iwect as the harmony of hymning ſeraphim, congratu- 
lates their arrival, and beſpcaks their admiſſion :; “ Lift 
up your heads, O yc- gates; and be ye lift up, ye erer- 
laſting doors; that the heirs of glory may enter in.“ 

Here, then, let us leave „ the {ſpirits and ſouls of 
the righteous;“ elcaped from an entangling wilderneſs, 
and received into a paradile of delights! elcaped from 

the territories of ditquietude, and ſettled in regions of 
un moleſted ſecurity 1 Here they fit down with Apr a- 


* Deut. xxxiii. 27. 

1 gente s refleQions upon the happy tate of holy fouls, delivered from 
the burden of the flesh, are truly admirable. In hoc tam procelio/o,. & 
in omnes Tempeſtates expofirs navigantibus Mari, mil luis Portus, niſi Mortis . 0 


La itague ii 2 740 f quie; cit. 2 anuen org Tanger atis, tandem 


Kern hy. 
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1 nd Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father. 
Hexe they mingle with an innumerable company of an- 
gels, and rejoice around the throne of the Lamb; re- 
Joice in the fruition of preſent telicity, and in the Hu 
expettation of an inconceivable addition to their bliſs ; 


when Goh ſhall call the Heavens from above, and the 
earth, that he may judge his people.“ 


& Fools accounted their life madneſs, and their end 
to be without honour ; but they are numbered. among 


the Children of Gop ; and their lot, their diſtinguiſhed 
and eternal lot, is among the ſaints. *”* However, 


therefore, an undiſcerning world may deſpiſe, and a pro- 


Fane world vilzfy, the truly religious, be this the ſupreme, 
the invariable deſire of my heart ! ! & Let me live the life, 
and die the death, of the righteous. Oh! let my latter 


end, and future ſtate, be like theirs!“ 


What figure is that which ftrikes my eye feos an 


eminent part of the wall? It is not placed in a more ele- 
vated ſituation than the reſt, but carries a more ſplendid 


and ſumptuous air than ordinary: ſwords and ſpears, mur- 
_ dering engines, and inſtruments of {laughter, adorn the 


ſtone with a formidable magnificence. "It proves to be 


the monument of a noble warrior. 


Is ſuch reſpect, thought I, paid to the memory of 


this brave ſoldier, for ſacrificing his life to the Public 


good — Then what honours, what immortal honours, 


are due to the great Captain of our Salvation? who, 
. thoiigh Lord of the angelic legions, and ſupreme com- 
mander of all the heavenly hoſts, willingly oitered him- 
ſelf a bleeding propitiation 1or ners | 
The one died being a mortal ; and only yielded up a 
life which was long before forfeited to Divine Juſtice; 


which muſt ſoon have been turrendered as a debt to Nan 


Lure, if it had not fallen as a prey to war : but CHRIST 
took fleſh, and gave up che ghoit, though he was the 
great I AM; the Fountain of Exiltence3 ; who calls 


happineſs and immortality all his own. He, who thought 


ciernus ef, F ruitur nunc werto & libero Cee! % ex hunuli & depreſſa, in eum 


emicuit Locum, qui ſolutas Vinculis Animas Fas recitit Sinu & nunc 0mm; a Rg- 


ruin Natura Bona cum Junma 9 vluptale percipit. Sen. ad ON 
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A AMONG THE TOMBS, | 
it no robbery to be equal with God; He, whoſe out- 
W coings were m everiafiing ; even He was made in the 
WW /iheneſs of man, and cut off out of the land of the living. 
Wonder, O Heavens ! be aſtoniſhed, O Farth! He 
died the death, of whom it is witneſſed, that He is 
the true GoD, and eternal Life.“ * | e 
The one expoſed himiclt to fer in the ſervice of his 
/ vereign and his country; which, though it was glorious 
to do, yet would have been 1gnominious, in ſuch cir— 
cumſtances, to have declined : but CHRIST took the 
field, though He was the bleed and only potentate z the 
EIN of Kings, and LORD of Lords. CHRIST 
took the field, though he was ſure to drop in the engage- 
ment; and put on the harnets, though he knew before- 
hand, it muſt reek with his blood. That Prince of 
Haven reſigned his royal perion, not. barely to the 
hazard, but to the inevitable ſtroke 3 to Death, certain 
Ein its approach, and armed with all its horrors. And 
for a Not tor thoſe who were in any degree deſerv- 
ing, but for his own diſobedient creatures; for the par- 
don of condemned maletactors; for a band of rebels, a 
race of traitors, the moſt obmbxious and inexcuſable of 
all criminals z whom he might have left to periſh in 
W ticir iniquities, without the icait 7zfeachment of his 
W £coodnels; nay, to the advantageous diſplay of his 
avenging jufizce. Ho „ 
= Tic on, *tis probable, died expedi7:9ufly; was ſoon 
wounded, and toon {lain ; A bullet, lodged in his heart 
a {word, ficathcd in his breaſt; or a battle-ax, cleaving 
the brain; might put a ſpeedy end to his miſery; diſ- 
patch him ** as in a moment :** Whereas the Divine Re- 
d cemer expired in tedious and protracted torments. His 
= pings were as lingering as they were exquiſite. Even 
in the prelude to his laſt ſufferings, what a load of ſor- 
W rows overwhelmed his ſacred humanity ! till the intole- 
rable preſſure wrung blood, inſtead of ſweat, from every 
pore ; till the crimion flood bathed his body, ſtained all 
his raiment, and tinged the very ſtones. But, when the 
laſt ſcene of the tragedy commenced, when the excgu. 
| on CER. | * x John 7. 20. | | | 
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tioner's hammer had nailed him to the croſs : Oh! how 


many d:ſmal hours did that amiable and illuſtrious ſuf- 
ferer hang; a ſpectacle of woe to God, to angels, and 
to men! his temples mangled with the thorny crown! 
his hands and feet cleft with the rugged irons! his 
fleſh covered with wounds, ſmarting and agonizing in 


every vein! and his ſoul, his very foul, pierced with 


pangs of unutterable diſtreſs! So long he hung, that 


nature, through all her dominions, was thrown into 
ſympathizing commotions. The earth could no longer 
ſuſtain ſuch barbarous indignities without trembling; 


nor the ſun behold them without horror. Nay, ſo long 
did he hang in this extremity of torture, that the alarm 
reached cven the remote regions of the dead. Never, O 
my foul, never forget the amazing truth: The Lamb of 


God was worried ; was {laughtered with the utmoſt in- 

humanity ; : and endured death, in all its bitterneſs, for 
thee, His murderers, ſtudiouſly cruel, ſo guided the | 
fatal cup, that he taſted every drop of its gall, beforc he 
drank it off, to the very dregs. 


Once again; the one died like a hank, and fell gal- 


lantly in the field of battle. But died not Chriſt as 


a fool dieth ?* Not on the bed of honour, with {cars of 
glory in his breaſt ; but, like ſome execrable miſcreant, 
on a gibbet; with laſhes of the vile ſcourge on his back. 


Yes, the bleſſed Feſus bowed his expiring head on the . 
accurſed tree, and poured out his ſoul betwixt two inta- 
mous felons; ſuſpended between heaven and earth, as 


an outcaſt from both, and unworthy of either. 


Oh! what ſuitable returns, of inflamed and adoring ; f 
devotion, can we make to the Holy One of Cod; thus 1 
dying, that we might live? Dying in ignominy and an- 


guiſh, that we might live together in the heights of joy, 
and fit for ever on the thrones of glory. Alas! it 1s 
not in us, impotent, inſenſible mortals, to be duly 
thankful. He only, who confers ſuch inconceivably 


rich favours, can enkindle a proper warmth of gr ateful . 
affection. Then build thyſelf a monument, moſt gra- 1 
cious Immanuel! build thyſelf an everlaſting monu- 


2 Sam. ill. 33. 
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1 AMONG THE TOMBS; 47 
ment, of gratitude in our fouls. Inſcribe the memory | 
W of thy matchleſs beneficence, not with ink and pen, but 

© with that precious blood which guſhed from thy ſtreum- 
ing veins. Engrave it, not with the hammer and 
W chizel, but with that ſhar pened ſpear which pierced thy 


"+ 1 


3 bleſſed lice. Let it ſand e ee and 1 


tes of our hearts. 3 | 
One thing more let me a b befire 1 bid . to 
this intombed warrior, and his garniſhed ſepulchre. 
Ho mcan are theſe oftentatious methods of br ibing the 
vote of fame, and purchaſing a little poſthumous renown! | 

What 2 poor ſubſtitute for a ſet of memorable actions, 

is poliſhed alabaſter, or the mimicry of ſculptured mar- 
£54 le! The real excellency of this * bleeding patriot is 
written on the minds of his countrymen : it will be 
Wemembered with applauſe ſo long as the nation ſub- 
ſiſts, without this artificial expedient to perpetuate it. 
And ſuch, ſuch is the monument I would with for my- 
pl elf, Let me leave a memorial in the breaſts of my fel- 


Jow creatures. Let ſurviving friends bear witneſs, that 


| have not lived to myſelf alone, nor been altogether 

1 Poſer viceable in my generation. O] let an uninterrupt- 
% a ſeries of beneficent oftices be the inſcription, and 
1 he belt intereſts of my en the plate at. exhi- 

. it . 
Let the poor, as they paſs by my grave, point at the 
1 little ſpot, and thankfully acknowledge, & There lies 
he man whoſe unwearied kindneſs was the conſtant re- 
7 f of my various diſtreſſes; who tenderly viſited my 
Writing bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent cir- 


* Sir Bevil Granville, ſlain in the Civil Wars, in an engagement with 

Wc rebels. It may poſſibly be ſome entertainment to the reader, to fubjoin 
12 r Bevl' charafter, as it is drawn by that celebrated pen v which wrote the 
Rory of thoie unfortunate times: “ That which would have clouded 

4 y victory,” ſays the noble hittorian, © and made the lots of others leſs 
ken of, was the death of Sir Beril Granville. He was indeed an excel- 

t perſon, whole activity, intereſt, and reputation, were the foundation 
what had been done in Cornwall: his temper and affe*tions {0 public, 

at no accident which happened could make an y impreſſion upon him: 

K his example kept others from taking any thir g. U, or at lea ſeem- 
do do ſo. Ina word, a brighter courage, and 4 gentler diſpoſition, 

L > re never married . to make the moit chearful and innocent cc 
alis.“ : 5 Clas. Hist. Rev, Vol. II. 


48 + MEDITATIONS 
cumſtances. How often were his counſels a guide to 
my perplexed thoughts, and a cordial to my dejected 
ſpirit! Tis owing to God's bleſſing on his ſeaſonable WT 
chari ities, and prudent conſolations, that I now live, W 
and live in comfort.” —Let a perſon once ignorant and WH 
ungodly lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſay within him- 
ſelf, as he walks over my bones, “ Here are the laſt 
remains of that ſincere friend who watched for my 
ſoul. I can never forget with what a heedleſs gaiety 
I was poſting on in the paths of perdition ; and I 
tremble to think into what irretrievable ruin I might 
quickly have been plunged, had not his faithful ad- 
monitions arreſted me in the wild career. I was un- 1 
acquainted with the Goſpel of peace, and had no con- 
cern for its unſearchable treaſures; but now, en- 
Jightened by his inſtructive converſation, I fee the all- 2 
ſulficiency of my Saviour; and, animated by his repeat- Wi 
ed exhortations, I count all things but loſs, that I may WM 5 
win Chriſt. Methinks his diſcourſes, ſeaſoned with is, 


* 25 v Reg 


religion, and bleſſed by grace, Rill tingle in my ears, 
are ſtill warm on my Heart; and, I truſt, will be more * | 
and more operative, till we meet ch other in the houſe pr 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” “ 

But, the only infallible way of immortalizing our i 2 
characters, (a way equally open to the meaneſt and“ 4 Pelu 
moſt exalted for tune,) is, “ To make our calling and; „ ep 
election ſure;ꝰ to gam ſome ſweet evidence, that cur e 

names are written in Heaven. Then, however ther * 
may be diſregarded or forgotten among men, they will 2 1 
not fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance before the by 1 C 

Lord. This 18, of all giſtinctions, far the nobleſt Mhe 

this wilk iſſue in never-dying renown. Ambition, be 5 Ao 

this thy object, and every page of ſcripture will ſanctiß 23 dt C 

64 thy paſſion; even grace itſelf will fan thy flame. Eve ac 

[iff | earthly mma will ſhortly. be obliterated. Ti $ pom 

Il} tongue of thole whole happineſs we have zealouſly prof ae 

it -_- mote, muſt ſoon be ſilent in the coffin. Character: 14 

| cut with a pen of iron, and committed to the oli! efle: 
rock, will ere long ceaſe to be legible.* But many ' 
*.. Data ſunt igſis quol ue Fata Sefulchris, © Juy, 7 f 
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0 | AMONG THE rours. 49 
are inrolled in the Lamb's book of lite, he himſelf de- 
EF clares, ſhall never be blotted out from thoſe annals of 
5 eternity. When a flight of years has mouldercd the 

10 trlumphal column inte duſt, when the brazen ſtatue 
periſhes under the corroding Hand of Time, thete 
273 honours {till continue; ſtill are blooming and 1 A 
1 tible 3 in the World of Glory. 


Make the extended iki-s your tomb, 
Let ſtars record your Worth; 
Yet know, vain-mortals, all muſt die, 
As natiire's ſicklieſt birth. 


Would bounteous heav'n indulge my pray'r, 
I frame a nobler choice; 

Nor, living, with the pompous pile; 
No: » dead, regret the lots, 


In thy fair boo of life divine, 
My Cz od, i i{cribe 1 4 name: 

There let it fill {ome humble place 
Bencath the Jaughte: "4 Lamb. 


Thy ſaints, while ages roll a. ay, "= 
In endleſs fame f rvive; 

Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time 
Greatly triumphant, live, 


1 : 
I Vonder entrance leads, I ſupp: ſe, to the vault. Let 
5 me turn aſide, and take one view of the habitation and 
Wits tenants. The ſullen door grates upon its hinges; 
Wot uſed to receive many viſitants, it admits me with 
| Fun ce and murmurs. What meaneth this ſudden 
"30 Mrepi lation, while I deſcend the ſteps, and am viſiting 
the pale nations of the dead? Be compoſed, my ſpirits; 
5 there is nothing to fear in theſe quiet chambers: Here, 
» Pen the wicked ceaſe from troubling.” 
= Good hcavens! what a folemn ſcene! how diſmal . 
3 Poe gloom! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night even 
IX at noon day. How dolcful the folitude ! Not one trace 
TR ful ſociety; but forrow and terror ſeem to have 


5 


1 ade this their dreaded abode, Hark! how the hollow 


x lome reſounds at every tread. The echoes, that long 
Wave ſlept, are awakened, and whiſper along the walls. 
3 A bean or two finds its way throu, 2h the grates, and | 
Ks eflects a fecble glimmer from the nails of the coffins. 
90 'any of thoſe tad peQucles, half concealed i in ſhades, 
p # Rev. ih 1. 5 


* 4 
.- = 


half feen Kmly by the baneful twilight, EY a deeper 


horror to theſe gloomy manſions. I pore upon the in- 


And, indeed, they retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy pre- "$1 


a ſort of ſilent pomp, under the arches of an ample 
ſepulchre; while meaner corpſes, without much cere- 


duſty ſtatue, which, while the regardleſs world is as 


departed dignity are, the weather-heaten achievement, ff els 
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{criptions, and am juſt able to pick out, That theſe are 
the remains of the rich and renowned. No vulgar dead 
are depoſited here. The Moſt IIluſtrious, and Fight 
Honcurable, have claimed this for their laſt retreat, tot 


eminence. They lie ranged in mournful order, and in con 


mony, « 60 down to the ſtones of the pit.” 


iy appretenſions recover from their ſurprize : I find ' 8 
here are no phantoms, but ſuch as fear raiſes. How- gay 
ever, it itil] amazes me, to obſerve the wonders of this {gle 
nether world. Thoſe who received vaſt revenues, and here 


called whole lordihips their own, are here reduced to a elk 
few ſheets of lead. Rooms of Rate, and ſumptuous WW 
furniture, are rehoned, for no other ornament than the 
ſhroud, for no other apartment than the dark ſome niche. 
No ſpiendid ret inue attends this ſolitary dwelling ; the 
lordly equipage hovers no longer about the lifeleis 4 5 
maſter; nothing but the ſable banners, which ſeem to Hon 
be diſplayed in triumph over a proſtrate captive; or a 1 F tl 

40 
gay as ever, the ſculptor” s hand has taught to weep. In- F 
ſtead of the ſtar, that blazed upon the breaſt, or coronct, i 
that glittered round the temples, the only remains f 


and tattered eſcutcheon. Tholie, who gloried in high- Foul 
born anceſtors,“ and noble pedigree, here drop their | 
lofty pretenſions. They acknowledge kindred with roof 
creeping things, and quarter arms with the: meanel Wl rel; 
reptiles, “% They ſay to corruption, Thou art my WWPch 
father; and ta the worm, thou art my mother and mv in 
ſiſter.“ O mort ifying truth! Sufficient, one woul ae 
think, to wean the moſt ſanguine appetite from th! 1 * i 
| tranſitory ſtate of things, trom its ſickly fatisfactior., 91 tl 


its fading glories, it's vaniſhing trealures. 


Here lies the Great--Falſe morble !--Where ? 
Nothing but poor and ſordid dust lies here! 
| | | F Corley, 


AMONG THE TOMB9®, 5 CL 
For now, ye lying vanities of lite! 

i | Ye ever-tempting, ever-chea' ing train! 

VV Where arc ye now ? And what is your amount!“ 


What is all the world to theſe poor breathleſs beings? 
What are their pleaſures ? a bubble broke. What their 
& honours ? a dream that is rel, What the ſum / 
total of their enjoyments below ? Once, perhaps, it ap- 
La to inexperience and fond deſire, ſomething 
W conſiderable: but, now death has meaſured it with his 
Ine, and weighed it in his ſcale, what is the upſhot? 
Alas! it is ſhorter than a tpan, hghter than the dan 
Jing ſpark, and driven away like the diftolving {inoke. 
1 Indulge, my ſoul, a ſerious pauſe. Recollect all the 
gay things that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, and invei- 
7 thy affections. Here, examine thoſe baits of ſenſe; 
Pere form an etimate of their real value. Suppoſe thy- 
elf fut amon is the favourites of Fortune; who revel 
Wn che lap of pleaſure; who ſhine in the robes of ho- 
Hour; and ſwim in tides of inexhauſted riches: yet, 
1 ow ſoon would the pailing-bell proclaun thy exit ! 
And when once that iron call has ſummoned thee to 
5 thy future reckoning, where would all thete gratifica- 
ions be? At that period, how. will all the p: ageantry | 
= the moſt aiuent, confpicuous, or luxuriant circum- 
tances, vaniſh into empty air! Aud is th Us a pie 
paſſionately to be cobveted? | 
I thank you, ye relics of founding titles and mag- 
1 lificent names: ye have tauglit me more of tlie little- 
ess of the world, than all the volumes of my library. 
our nobility arrayed in a winding- ſheet, your gran- 
eur mouldering in an urn, are the moſt invincible 
2 roots of the nothingnels of created things. Never, 
4 rely, did Providence write this important point in 
ch legible characters, as in the athes of My Lord, 
in the corpſe of His Grace. Let others, it they 
Wale, pay their obſequious court to your wealthy ſons, 
x d ignobly fawn, or anxioully ue, for preterments 3 
4 4 thoughts ſhall often reſort, in penſive contemplation, 
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to the ſepulchres of their fires, and learn, from their ir 
ſleeping duſt, to moderate my expectations from mor- o 
tals ; to ftand diſengaged from every undue attachment s 
to the little intereſts of time; to get above the deluſive WF ic 
amuſements of honour, the gaudy tinſels of wealth, and 8! 

| all the empty ſhadows of a periſhing world, in 

Hark What ſound is that! In ſuch a tuation, 8 

every noiſe alarms, Solemn and flow, it breaks again lt ru 
upon the ſilent air. *Tis the ſtriking of the clock; de- iy 
ſigned, one would imagine, to ratity my ſerious me- ar 
ditations. Methinks, it lays Amen, and ſets a ſcal io he 
every improving hint. It tells me, That another por- 7 in 
tion of my appointed time is clapfed. One calls it, = <- 
„The knell of my departed hours.“ *Tis the watch- ch 
word to vigilance and activity. It crics, in the ear of in 
reaſon, © Redeem the time. Catch the tavourable gales x 
of opportunity: O! catch them while they breathe, w. 


before they are irrecoverably loſt. The ſpan of life en 
ſhortens continual'y ; thy minutes are all upon the 8 
wing, and haſtening to be gone; thou art a borderer 3 
upon cternity, and making inceſſant advances to the 
ſtate thou art contemplating.” O! may the admoni- Wi 
tion fink deep into an attentive and obedient mind | 
May it teach me that heavenly arithmetic, of“ nun. 
bering my days, and applying my heart unto wiſdom !“ 

I have often walked beneath the impending promon-“ 
tory's craggy cliff; I have often trod the vatt tpaces ot x gfe 
the lonely deſart, and penetrated the irmoſt recelles cf 8 


the dreary cavern; but never, never beheld. Natur 8 
louring with fo tremendous a form; never felt ſuch im- bor 
pr Afions of awe ſtriking cold on my heart as und« du! 
theſt black brow'd arches, amidit theſe mouldy walls 
and furrounded by juch ruetul objects, where Mean. 270 ich 
choly, deepeſt Melancholy, for ever {preads her rave! te 
wings. Let me now emerge from the damp and dread: hon 
ful obſcurity. Farewel, ye feats of deſolation, and bo 
ſhadces of Death! gladly I reviſit theſe realms of day. han 
Having caſt a ſuperticial view upon theſe receptaci: WW the 

of the dead, curiofity prompts my inquiry to a mem 


intimate 4urvey 3 and could we draw back the cov. 
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ing of the tomb, could we ſee what thoſe are now who 
once were mortals, Oh! how would it ſurprize and 


Jiene us! Surpriſe us, to behold the ſudden tranſ- 
tormation that has taken place on every individual; 
oy grieve us, to obſerve the dithonour done to our nature 


in general within theſe ſubterraneous lodgments ! 


Here, the ſweet and winning aſpect, that wore perpe- 


1 tually an attractive ſmile, grins horribly a naked, ghaſt- : 


iy Kull. The eye, that out-ſhone the diamond's luftre, 


and glanced her lovely lightning into the moſt guarded 
hear ts alas! where is it? where ſhalt we find the roll- 
8 ing ſparkler? How art all thoſe radiant glorics totally 
3 eclipled ! The tongue, that once comma: nded all the 
charms of harmony, and all the powers of eloquence, . 


im this ſtrange land has ““ forgot its cunning.” Where 


are now thoſe ſtrains of melody which raviſhed our ears? 


„ 


** 


1 


5 


2 ; © 
. 


where 1s that flow of perſuaſion which carried captive 
our judgments? The great maſter of language, and 
of ſong, is become filent as the night that ſurrounds him. 


The pampered fleſn, fo lately cloathed in purple and 


| fine linen, how is it covered rudely with clods of clay! _ 
There was a time when the timorouſly nice creature 

would ſcarce © adventure to ſet a foot upon the ground, 
for delicateneſs and tenderneſs;' but is now enwräpped 
in clammy earth, and ſleeps on no ſofter a pillow than 
the ragged gravel ſtones. - Here ce the ſtrong men bow 
themſelves:“ the nervous arm is unſtrung, the brawny 
| tinews are relaxed; the kme, not long ago the feats of - 
vigour and activity, lie down motionie(s-; ; and the 
1 bones, which were as bars of iron, are crumb! ed into 


duſt. 


Here the man ot buſineſs forgets all lis favourite 
ſchemes, and diſcontinues the puriuit of gain. Here is 


FF total ſand to the circulation of merchandize and the 
WE hurry of trade. In theſe ſolitary receſſes, as in the 


building of Solomon's temple, is heard no ſound of the 
hammer and ax. The winding ſheet and the coffin are 


the utmoſt bound of all ear thly devices: „ Hitherio 


may they 80, and no farther.” Here the tous o. Ap a- 
* Deut. xxviii, 50. 
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Fare t take a final farewel of their dear delights, No 
more is the ſenſualiſt an inted with oil, or crowned 
with roſe-buds: he chants no more to the melo dy of the 
viol; nor revels any longer at the banquet of wine. 
Inſtead of ſumptuous tables, and delicious treats, the 
Poor voluptuary is himſelt a feaſt for fattened inſects: 
the reptile riots in his fleſh; the worm feeds ſweetly on 
him.“ * Here alſo beauty fails; bright beauty drops 
her luſtre here. Oh! how her roſes fade, and her lies 
langniſh, in this bleak oil! how.docs the grand level- 
ler pour contempt upon the charmer of our hearts! how 
turn to deformity what captivated the wor Id before | 
Could the lover have a fight of his once enchanting 
fair-one, what a ftartling atoniſhment would ſeize him : 
& Is this the object I not long ago 1o patſionately ad- 
* mired ! 1 ſaid, flie was divn zely fair; and thought her 
more than mortal. Her form was ſymmetry itlelf; every 
elegance breath'd in her air; and all the graces waited 
on her motions. *Twas muſic when ſhe ſpoke : but 
when ihe ipoke encouragement, 'twas little lefs than rap- 
ture. How my heart danced to thole charming accents |! 
And can that which, tome weeks ago, was to admira- 
tion lovely, be now fo injuſterably loathſome ? Where 
are thoſe bluſhing cheeks; where the coral lips; where 
that ivory neck, on which the curling jet in ſuch glofly 
ringlets flowed ; with a thouſand other beauties of per- 
5 len, and ten thoukind delicacies of action? + Amazing, 
Giltradting alteration! Fondly I gazed upen the olitter- 
ing meteor : it ſhone brightly, and I miſtook it for a 
Hs ſtar, tor a permanent and ſubſtantial good. But how is 
it fallen! tallen from an orb, not its own! and all that h 
I can trace on earth, is but a putrid mais.“ 9 
Lie, poor Florella! lie deep, as thou doſt, in obſcure 8 
darknels. Let night, with her impenetrable ſhades, il 
always conceal thee. May no prying eyes be witne!s [lt © 
to thy diſgrace : : but let thy ſurviving lifters think * vx 42 
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: AMONG THE TOMBS. 85 
thy fate when they contemplate the idol in the glats. 
When the pleaſing image riſes gracetully to view, ſur- 
rounded with a worle of char ms, and fluſhed with 


ov, at the coniciouineis of them all, then, in thoſe 
minutes of temptation and danger, when vanity uſes to 
Wy ſteal -into the thoughts; then let them remember what 


a veil of horror is drawn over a face which was once 
bountiful and brilliant as theirs. Such a feafonable 
reflection might regulate the labours of the toilet, and 


create a more earneſt tolicitude to poliſh the jewel than 


10 vamiſh the caſket. . It might then become their 
hichuit ambition to have the mind. decked with divine 


BE virtues, and drefted after the amiable N of (Rene 


Nedeemer's N 

And would this prejudice their perſons, or depreci 1— 
ate their charms ? Quite the reverſe ! It would ſpread 
a bort of heavenly glory over the ſineſt ſet of features, 


nnd heighten the lovelins ls of every other engaging 


accompliſhment. What 15 yet a more inviting conſide- 
ration, theſe flowers would not wither with nature, nor 


be tarniſhed by time; but would open continu; ly into 
WE richcr beauties, and flouriſh even in the winter of age. 
© But the moſt incomparable recommendation of theſe 
noble qualities is, that, from their hallowed relics, as 
trom the fragrant aſhes of the phoenix, will ere long 
W ariſe an illuſtrious form, bright as the wings of angels, 
laſting as the light of the new Jeruſalem. 


For my part, the remembrance of this ſad revolu- 


tion ſhall make me aſhamed to pay my devotion to 
| a fhirine of periſhing fleſh, and afraid to expect all my 
| happinels from fo little a joy. It ſhall teach me 
not to thiuk too highly of well- proportioned clay; tho“ 
formed in the moſt elegant mould, and Animate with 
the zwecteſt ſoul, It is Heaven's laſt, beſt, and crown- 
ing gift, to be received with gratitude, and cheriſhed 
with love, as a molt valuable bleſſing ; not worſhipped, 
with the incenſe of flattery, and ſtrains of fulſome ado- 
wy tion, as a goddels. It will cure, 1 run the dotage 
= ot my eyes, and incline me alwa ays to prefer the ſub- 


nen ? ornaments. oi 4 Week. * Virtuous ſpirit, 8 
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56 | MEDITATIONS. 
before the tranſient decorations of white and red on 
the ſkin. 

Here I called in my roving ihedieations 3 their 
long excurſion on this tender fubject. Fancy liſtened a 
while to the fojiloguy of a lover. Now judgment 
reſumes the reins, and guides my thoughts to more 
near and ſelt-intereſting enquiries. However, upon u 
review of the whole ſcene, crowucd with ſpectacles of 
mortality, and trophies of death, I could not for- 
bear imiting my breaſt, and fetching a ſigh, and la- 
menting over the nobleſt of all vidible beings, laid 
protirate under the feet of © the pale horſe, and his ri- 
der.*'* I could not forbear repeating that pathetic ex- 
clamation, O! thou r Adan:, what haſt thou done!“ 
What detolation haſt thy diſobedience wrought in the 
earth! See the malignity, the ruingus malignity of 
fin! Sin has demoliſhed {o many ſtately ftruciures of 
 feſh;, in has made tuch haveck among the moſt ex- 
cellent ranks of God's lower creation; and fin (that 
deadly bane of our nature) would have plunged our 
better part into the execrable horrors of the neihermoit 
| hell, had not our merciful Mediator nterpoled, and 
given Himſelf for our ranſom. Therefore, what grate- 
tul acknowledgment. does the whole world of peni- 
tent ünners owe, what ardent returns of love will a 1 

whole heaven of glorified believers pay, to ſuch a 8 

Friend, Beneta&or, and Delivercr 2 
Muting upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful 9 
remembrance ſuggelts nom within, Mult this fad fu 
change ſucceed in me alto? Am I to draw my laſt gaſp, 
to become 2 breathleis corpſe, and be what I deplore 21 Bb 
Is there a time approaching, When this body hall be 5. 
carried out upon the bier, and conhgr ed to its clay cold = 
bed? While fome kind acquaintance, perhaps, may 
drop one parting tear, and cry, Alas! my brother! Is 


Ne. i. 8. | — 7 2 Eſdr. vii. 48. 
i I 1a TER With mel 640 ſtate, 
By all theſe {0lemn heaps of tate; 
And tl. ink, as ſoft and fad 1 tread 
Above the vencrable dead. 
5 © 'Fime was, like me. they life oft d; D 
And Uo ue W 11 ves When! mall red.“ Parnel. 
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pe Ils the time approaching ? Nothing is more certain. 
05 A decree, much ſurer than the law of the Medes and 


Perſi ins, h: as ir revocably determined the doom.” 
Should one of theſe + ghaſtly figures burſt from his 
confinement, and flart up, in frightful deformity, - he- 
fore me; ſhould the haggard ſkeleton lift a clattering 
band, and point it full in my view; ſhould it open the 
I - Fine: ned Jö, and, with a hoarſe tremendous murmur, 
| ow this profound lence; thould it accoſt me, as 
WF Samuel's apparition addrecd the trembling King, 
he Lord fhail deliver thee alſo into the hands of 
Death. Yet a little while, and thou ſhalt be with me.“ +. 
The ſolemn warning, delivered in ſo ſtriking a man- 
7 ner, mult rongly impreſs my imagination. A meſſage 
in thunder would ſcarce fink deeper. Vet there is 
"4 abundan tly greater reafon to be alarmed Oy, that expreſs : 
declaration of the Lord God Almighty, © Thou ſhalt 
ſurely die.“ Well then, ſince ſentence is paſſed, ſince I 
am a condemned man, and know not when the dead 
| 8 warrant may arrive, let me die to fin, and die to the 
IJ orid, before I die beneath the firoke of a righteous. 
God. Let me employ the little uncertam interval of.” 
5 fo relpite from execution, in preparing for a happier ſtate, 


and a better life; that, when the fatal moment comes, 
= avd I am commanded to ſhut my eyes upon all things 
. lk below, I may open them m again, to ice my Saviour 
in the mantions above. 
4 SINCC. this body, which is ſo feorful lv and wonder - 
* tu. Iv male, mut fall to pieces in the grave; ſince I 
3 muſt toon retion all my bodily powers to darknels, i INAC- 
1 Etivity, and corruption; let it be my conſtant care to 
239 vic them well While I Bet them. Let my hands 


8 1 


> 900 ＋ 1 Sam. xxviii. 1c. On this place - Dutch tranſlator of the Medi- 
; Rh tations has added a note, to correct, ver y probably, wnat = luppoſes a 
nie. 0. e fans ſuppoſition, I preſume, the compilers of our Rubric 


cerdercd the lad veric of Ecchus. xlvi. to be omitted, in the daily. ſervice 
ot nec urch . But that the ſentiment hinted above, is ſtrictly true, that 
res Nr „ l » Samuel himſelf (not an internal ſpitit, perſonating the 
nut prophet) who appeared i the female necromancer at Endor; appeared, 
_ 7: in com pliance with: any diabolical incantation, but in purſuance of the 


175 Divine commi hon; this, 1 think, is fuily proved in the Hitorical Accauns 
*y. of the Ltj, c +. Da id. Vol. . Chap. 2 23. 
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bend, in deepeſt humiliation, before the throne of 
grace; while my eyes are calt down to the earth in 
penitential confuſion, or devoutly looking up to Hea- | 


_ ful ſound than its moſt W accents in proclaiming 


3 — 3 — — — yn — 5 
4 — — * * . — — 


Wy Og ro coy i ot oo 


| beds of the ſick, and houſes of the poor. May all my "JM 
willing N ruments of promoting his glory! | 


Theſe works of faith, and labours of love; thele ſha! 'Y 
be my ſpices and perfumes. Enwrapped in theſe, 1 


bleſſed Jeſus ; ; hoping«that God will, © give command- 
: from the duſt, as ſilver from the furnace, purified, © I 93 


vary. Having viewed the abode of, my decealed fellow- 


_ vas once exhibited in this memorable Yepulchre | He, 
s who cloaths himſelf with light, as with a garments » 
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% fretched forth to relieve the needy, and always be 
more „ready to give than to receive. Let my knees 


ven, for pardoning mercy } In every frien dly interview, 
Jet the law of kinaneſs dwell on my lips;“ or rather, 


if the ſeriouſneſs of my acquaintance permits, let the . 


goſpel of peace flow from my tongue. Oh! that 1 
migut be enabled, in every public concourſe, to lift up 
my voice like a trumpet, and pour abroad a more joy- 


the glad tidings of free ſalvation ! Be ſhut, my cars, 
reſolutely mut, againſt the malevolent whiſpers of ſlan- 8 


der, and the contagious breath of filthy talking, But "IO 


be ſwift to hear the inſtructions of Witdom ; be all at. . 
tention when your Redeemer ſpeaks; imbibe the pre- 


cious truths, and convey them carefully to the heart. 13 


Carry me, my teet, to the temple of the Lord, to the 
membYg, devoted entirely to my Divine Maſter, be the 


Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains, "I 


would Jay me gently down, and lleep iweetly in the F 


ment concerning my boſſes;' and one day fetch them up Ix 


ſay not, ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven.“ Is 
Here my contemplation took wing; and, in an in- « 
ſtant, alighted in the garden adjoining to Mount Cal. 


creatures, methought I longed to M the place where 
our Lord lay. And O! what a eJlous A 1 


c 


* Darkneſi his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 
Tho ſun and ars at e : duit beneath his throne, 
e Nig hi . 
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hy Tard walks upon the wings of the wind z' He was 
: 2 to wear the habiliments of mortality, and dwelt 
among the proſtrate dead. Who can repeat the wond- 
4 ous truth too often? Who can dwell upon the tranſ- 
porting theme too long? He, who fits inthroned in 
glory, Land diffuſes bliſs among all the Heavenly hoſts; 
1 12 was once a pale and N cor ple, and | han this 
M'iittle ſpot. | 
O, Death! how great was thy tr inmph i in ; this hour!“ 
Never did thy gloomy reaims contain ſuch a priſoner 
pefore. Priſoner, did I ſay? No; he was more than 
"7 Conqueror. He aroſe, far more mighty than Samſon, 
from a tranſient {lumber ; broke down the gates, and 
5 5 Bemolithed the ſtr ong-holds, of thoſe dark dominions. 
i this, O, mortals, this is your conſolation and ſecu- 
| * Jeſus has trod the dreadful path, and ſmoothed 
it for your paſſage. _ Jeſus, ſleeping | in the chambers of 
15 the tomb, has brightened the diſmal mauſion, and left 
an inviting odour in thoſe beds of duſt. The dying 
8 eſus (never let the comfortable truth depart from your 
Ininds! the dying Jeſus) is your ſure protection, your 
F Winqueftionable pailport, through the territories of the 
FPrave. Believe in him, and they ſhall prove a << high- 
Pay to Sion z' ſhall tranſmit you fate to Paraile, 
B:licve in him, and you ſhall be no lofers, but unſpeak- 
ble gainers, by your diffolution. For hear what the 
pr acle of Heaven ſays upon this important point: 


3 
35 


IF 


| + The Scriptures, ſpeal: ing of the Supreme Being, fay----+ He walketh 
, upon the waves of the ſea;“ to denote his uncontrouiable power, Job ix. 8. 
It lie walketh in the circuit of Heaven? to exprets. ine immenſity of 
of is prefence, Job xxii. 14.---+ He wa!keth upon the wings of the wind z? 


ſignity the amazing ſwittneſs of his operations, Pial. civ. 3.- -n Which 
a phraſe, there is, 1 think, an eicgance and emphaſis, not An Notice | 
0 by our commentators, yet unequ alled in any writur. Not, He iel 
0 rumeth 5 but, He waljeth: and that, on tne very wings of the "wind; 
WM the mot. impetuous of elements, routed into its ulmott rage, and 1weep- 
8 &.. alor! 12 with inconceivable rapidity, -A tumiult in nature, not to be 
+: riod, is the compoſed and ſedate work of the DEIIV. A ſpeed, not to 
- meatured, ie (Wich reverence I uſe the expreſſion and to comport with 
ro methods of conception) the jolemn aid ma jeſtic foot pace of JESOVAH, 
W How Fat are tue tollow ing lines, even in the great maker of lyric jong, 
by : £ a 


3 Ccyor ceyvis, et agente nimbos 
b | . x Ocyor Euro, | 
© compared with this inimitable ſroxe > Divine yori ry [He walleth | 
WF 2: hue wings of the und : 3 5 | 


— ——— —— — 
— —— 


8 1 
— 3 


. 'Whoſo believeth in Me ſhall never die." “ What 


attended with ſuch a train of benefits, as will render it 


fection. Their laſt groan is the prelude to life and 


of the paſſing bell, tit turn pale at the fight. of 2 


opened grave, and canficarce behold a coffin, or a Kal, 
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ſublime and emphatical janguage is this! Thus much, 
at leaſt, it muſt import, “ The nature of that laſt 


ſhall no longer be inflicted as a puniſhment, but rather 
vouchſafed as a blefling : to ſuch perſons, it ſhall come 


a kind of happy impropr iety to cali it dying. Dying 


no; *tis then they truly begin to live. Their exit 1s the 


end of their trailty, and their entrance upon per- 


immortality. | 


change ſhall be ſurpriſingly altered for the better. It 


O, ye timorous wks, that arc terr; fed at the So = 


without a ſhuddering horror; ye that are in bondage t: 


for faith in his dear Son. Faith will free you trom your 
flavery. T Faith will enzbolden you to tread on Laut 


lib n i. e. Inſpire me With luck a ſpirit, and lite ihall be deiig.cc fl 
or death itſelf un welcome,“ 


1 Luke x. 19. 


Re 2 
Bi 


the griſly tyrant, and trembling at the ſhaking ot Vs 0 
iron rod; cry mightily to the Father of your ſpirits, as 


fierceſt of) ſerpents. F Old Simeon, claiping the chid 
Jeſus in the arms of his fleſh, and the glorious Medi- 
ator in the arms of his faith, departs with traiquillity 8 
and peace. That bitter perſecutor, Saul, having wor 9 
Chriſt, being found in Chriſt, longs to be difmiſſed Mp 
5 from cumbrous clay, and kindles into rapture at r th: 
* Join xi. 26. | 7 
1 Death's terror is the mountain Faith removes: | XP -# 
is Faith diſarms deitruction. --- 3 die ſc 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. and 
Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow from 0 
Night Thoughts, eſpecially from Night the Fourth. In which, energ, II, 
language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and the inoſt exzuiſite beautics of :N | 
poetry, are the leaf/ perfections to be adm red. Amt every line £1: 5 nr. 
with devotion: riſes into the moit exalted aphrehan ons ot the? adorave ci P 
Redeemer; and is animated with the mott lively faith in his all-ſuſfici. TT 
mediation. The author of this excellent pertormance has the peculia Wo. 
felicity, of eanobling all ihe ſtrength of fille, and every delicacy .ot in: A 
gination, with the grand and ditingui:rning truths of Chriſtianity. Idas =” 
ricoughts give the higbeſt entertai! es to the fancy; and impart ''.: 8. . 
nublett improvement to the mind, They not only retine our tate, bi FC 
ab page us for death, and ripen us for glory, I never take up this an! c 
rab & piece, but Jam realy to Cry ont“ Tecum vivere amen, tecum uur 
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1 Foqpect of diſſolution. + Methinks I ſee another of 
Mrmanvel's followers, truſting in his Saviour, leaning 
an his beloved, go down to the iilent ſhades with com- 
Ipſure and alacrity. 1 In this powerful name, an in- 
4 merable company of ſinful creatures have ſet up their 
nners; and © overcome, through the blood of the 
mb.“ Authorized by the Captain of thy ſalvation, 
hou alſo mayelt ſet thy feet upon the neck of this King 

terrors. Furniſhed with this antidote, thou allo 
Payeſt play around the hole of the aſp, and put thy un- 
c Hunted hand on this cockatrice den. Thou mayeſt 
Fel the viper faſtening to thy mortal- part, and tear no 
vil: thou ſhalt one day ſhake it off by a Joy ful reſur- 
3 ion, and ſuffer no harm. 
5 Reſurrection! That chearing word caſes my mind 
fan anxious thought, and folves a moſt momentous 
queſtion. I was going to aſk, © Wherefore do all 
5 hele corpſes lie here in this abject condition? Ts this 
1 their final ſtate? Has Death conquered ? and will the | 
rant hold captivity captive? How Jong wilt thou 
Y rget them, O Lord ? For ever ?? «© No, ſaith the 
9 

1 dice from Heaven, the word of divine revelation; The 
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is Mz btcous are all „ priſoners of hope. 9 There is an 
a n (an awful ſecret that, and known only to all fore- 


ing Wildom, ) an appointed hour there is, when an 
of grace will paſs the Great Seal above, and give 
hem an univerſal diſcharge; a general delivery from 
abodes of corruption, Then mall the Lord Jeſus 
deſcend from Heaven, with the ſhout of the archangel, 
4 Ind the trump of God, Deſtruction itſelf ſhall hear his 
ll, and the obedient grave give up ber head. Ina 
4 1 [ gowent, in the twinkling of an eye, they ſhake off the 
rp of ten thouſand years, and ſpring torth, like the 
dunding roe, to © meet their Lord in the air.“ | 
And, 0 with what cordial congratulations, what 
4 pnſporting endearment, do the ſoul and body, thoſe _ 
clionate companions, re-unite! But with how | 
ch greater demonſtrations of kindnet; is are they both 


Phil. 1. % 4 Tims iv..7.8. - 12 Pet, i. 14. 
N Ila, Ki. 8. Acts XXV in. 3. 5. 
a ; 8 Zech. ix; 12. 
F 


8 
1 
e 


1 
2 . 
i * ö 

+4 


Ys 
. 


41 


62 | Hebron 


received by their compaſſionate Redeemer ! The An. 16 
tient of Days, who comes in the clouds of heaven, i; 


their Friend, their Father, their Bridegroom. He 
comes with irreſiſtible power and infinite glory; but they ene 
have nothing to fear from his majeſtic appearance, WK oo 
Thoſe tremendous {olemnities, which ſpread deſolat ion ie 
and aſtoniſhment through the univerſe, ſerve only to 1 
inflame their love, and heighten their hopes. The 1 
Judge, the awful Judge, amidſt all his magnificence 3M 
and ſplendor, vouchſates to conte!s their names; vouch. . 
lafes to commemorate their fidelity, before all the inha. 8 


bitants of the ſkies, and the whole of the aſſembled world, 1 oli 


& 


Hark ! the thunders are huſted, See! the lightnings 1 


ceaſe their rage. The angelic armies ſtand in filent WF c 

ſuſpence. The whole race of Adam 1s wrapped in ro 
pleaſing or anxious expectation. And now. that ons an 
ble Perion, whole favour is better than life, whoſe ac. MWblur 
ceptance is a crown of glory, lifts up the light of his Mig 


countenance upon the righteous. He ipeaks 3 ; and what 
raviſhing words proceed trom 2is gracious lips! Wh | 
eckalics of deli; ht they enkindle in the breaſts of the 
faithful! © I accept you, O my people! Ye are the; il 
that belicved in my name. Ye are they that renounced li 
yourſelves, and are com plete in Me. I fee no (pot cr 
blemiſh in vou; for ye are walhed in my blood, and 
cloathed with my richteouineſs. Renewed by my Spi. 
rit, ye have olorified me on earth, and have been Faith. 
| ful unto death. Come, then, ye ſervants of Holineſs, 
enter into the joy of your Lord. Come, ye children y, 
light, ye ble fled of my Father, receive the k inodon MW 1c! 
that ſhall never be removed; wear the crown which uric 
fadeth not away; and enjoy pleaſures for evermore !' hen 
Then it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of t Me nc 
righteous that they ſhall languiſh no more; that ſick Me b 
nels will never again ſhew her pale countenance in their 
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| dwellings. * Death it{elf will be ſwallowed up Mult; 
| Be -. N 

* liaiah, ſpe?king of the new Jeruſalem, mentions this, as one cf 3 
Smmunitics; The Inhabitant thereof ſhall no more jay, 1 ain /ick. Ano' Wl 1Ore 
clauſe, in its royal charter, runs thus: God ſhall wipe away all te. 5 
| trom their eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, neither forrow, by _ 1! 


crying; neither mal! there bs ad more ns Ia. XXX. Rev, XN. 
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667 ictory. That fatal javelin, which has drank the 


all the ſons of Adam, ſhall be utterly broken. That 


15 enormous ſcythe, which has ſtruck empires from their 
i Foot, and (wept ages and generations into oblivion, ſhall 
1 


hy quiver, thou inſatiate archer! Sin, which ſtrung 


10 hy arm with reſiftleſs vigour, which pointed all thy 


ifts with inevitable deſtruction; Sin will then be done | 
way. Whatever 1s trail, or Gepraved, will be thrown 


ff with our grave-cloaths. All to come is perfect 
Pholineis, and conſummate happineſs the term of whoſe 
ST ontinuance is eternity. : „% Ss 
x eternity! eternity! How are our boldeſt, our 
trongeſt thoughts loſt and overwhelmed in thee! Who 
an {ct land-marks to limit thy dimenſions, or find 
Plumbets to fathom thy depths ? Arithmeticians have 
gures to compute all the progreſſions of time; 
RA {tronomers have inftruments to calculate the diſtances _ 
f the planets ;- but wirt numbers can ftate, what 
anguage can guage, the lengths and breadths of eter- 
ity? It is higher than heaven; what canſt thou do? 
eecper than hell; what canſt thou know? The mea- 
ure thereof is longer than the earth, broader than the 
Ta. | . 352% ¾ 8 
Mß,yſterious, mighty exiſtence! A ſum not to be 
eſlened by the largeit deductions! an extent not to be 
ontracted by all poſſible diminutions! None can truly 
y, after the molt prodigious waſte of ages, © 80 
uch of eternity is gone.“ For, when millions of cen- 
uries are elapſed, it is but juſt commencing ; and, 
hen millions more have run their ample round, it will 
e eno nearer ending. Vea, when ages, numerous as 
e bloom of ſpring, increaſed by the herbage of fum- 
Peer, both augmented by the leaves of autunm, and all 
ultiplied by the drops of rain, which drown the win- 
r; when theſe, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
ore, more than can be repreſented by any ſimilitude, 
mwmagincd by any conception; when all theſe are re- 
'= = | „ „„ 
as 


2 
x 
. 


1 
4 


# ood of monarchs, and finds its way to the hearts of 


ie by in perpetual uſeleſinefs. Sin alſo, which filled 
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volved and Finiſhed, eternity, valt, boundleſs, amazing 


eternity, will only be beginning! 


What a pleaſing yet awful thought is this! Full 
of delight, and full of dread. O! may it alarm our 
fears, quicken our hopes, and animate all our endea- 


- vours! Since we are bon to launch into the endleſs 


and inconceivable ſtate, let us give all diligence to ſe- 


cure our entrance into bliſs. Now let us give all dili- 


gence, becauſe there is no alteration in the ſcenes of 
futurity. The wheel never turns; all is ſtedfaſt and 
immoveable beyond the grave. Whether we are the 

ſeated on the throne, or ſtretched on the rack, a ſeal 
will be ſet to our condition by the hand of everlaſting 


Mercy or inflexible Juſtice. The ſaints always rejoice 


amidit the ſmiles of Heaven; their harps are perpetually 
tuned; their triumphs admit of no interruption. The 
ruin of the wicked is irremediable. The fatal ſentence, 


once paſted, is never to be repealed. No hope of ex- 


changing their doleful habitations; but all things bear 
the ſame diſmal aſpect for ever and ever. 
The wicked! My mind recoils + at the e 


of their miſery. It has ſtudiouſly waved the fearful | 


ſubject, and ſcems unwilling to puriue it, even now. 


But 'tis better to reflect upon it for a few minutes W 


than to endure it to eternal ages. Perhaps the conſi- 


deration of their aggravated milery may be profitably 
terrible; may teach me more highly to prize the Savi- 
our, who © delivers from going down into the bottom- 

leſs pit ;* may drive me, like the avenger's word, to 


this only city of refuge tor obnoxicus ſinners. 
The wicked ſcem to lie here, like malefactors, in a 
deep and ſtrong dungeon; reſerved againſt the day of of 


trial. Their depart ure was without peace.” Clouds Ta: 
of horror ſat louring upon their cloling eye-lids, mol . 


ſadly foreboding the © blacknets of darknets for ever. 
When the lait licknels ſeized their frame, and the inc- 


vitable change advanced; when they ſaw the fatal ar— x: 
row fitting to the ſtrings, {aw the deadly archer aim- 
ing at their heart, and felt the envenomed ſhaft faſter 4 


+ Animus meminiſe horret, Iufugue refugit, Vir. 


> tal mts as ad ae 


| AMONG THE TOMBS, _ 6 5 

ing in their vitals; Good God! what fearfulneſs came 
upon them! what horr ible dread overwhelmed them! 
How did they ſtand ſhud ering and aghaſt upon the 
tremendous precipice! Exceilively afraid to plunge 


into the abyſs of eternity, yet utterly unable to maintain 


their ſtanding on the verge of life. | 
O! what pale reviews, what ſtartling pr ed 6 con- 
ſpire to augment their torrows ! They look backward, 
and behold! a moſt melancholy ſcene? fins unrepented 
of; mercy ſlighted 5 and the day of grace ending! 
They look for ward, and nothing preten th ittelf but the 
righteous Judge; the dreadtu! Tribunal ; and- a moſt 
ſolemn reckoning. They roll around their aitrighted © 
eyes, on attending friends. If accomplices in de- 
bauchery, it marpens their ang zuiſh, to conſider this 


farther aggravation of their gilt; 3 that they have not _ 


{:1nned alone, but drawn others into the mare It reli- 
gious acquaintance, it ſtrikes 2 freth gaſh into their 
hearts, to think of never ſecing them any more, but 


only at an unapproachable dance, ſeparated bY the un- 


paſſable gulf. 
At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Finding no 
other poſſible way of relict, they are conſt ined to 
apply unto the Almighty, With trembling lips, and 
a faultering tongue, they cry unto thai Sovereign Being, 
© who kills and makes alive.” But why have they de- 
ferred, ſo long deferred, their addreſſes to God? Why 
have they deſpiſcd all his counſels, and fivod incorrigi- 
ble under his inceſſant reprocts >? How often have they 
been forewarned of theſe terrors, and mot importu- 
nately intreated to feek the Lord while he might be 
found? I wiſh they may obtain mercy at the eleventh, 
at the laſt hour. I wiſh th ey may be ſnatched from the 


aws, the opened, the gaping, the almoſt cloſing jaws 


of damnation. But, alas! who can tell whether 
aftronted Majeſty will lend an ear to their complaint ? 
whether the Holy One will work a mirac le of grace 
in behalf of ſuch tranſgreſſors? He may, for aught 
any mortal knows, 64a ugh at their cala: a and mock 
when their f tear comet!i.” 
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66 | MEDITATIONS. | 
Thus they lie, groaning out the poor remains of 
liſe; their limbs bathed in ſweat, their heart ſtruggling 
With convulſive throes, pains inſupportable throbbing 
in every pulſe, and innumerable darts of youy trant- 
fixing their conſcience. 


In that dread moment, Low the frantic OY 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement; 
Tuns to cach avenue; and ſhrieks for help; 
But ſhricks in vain! How wi ihfully ſhe looks 
On all ſhe's leaving, no no longer her's! 
A little longer, yet a little longer, 
O! might the ſtay, to wath away her crimes, 
And itt her for her p-. ia; ge! Mournful fight! 
Her very eyes weep bl bod; and every groan 
Ste heaves is big with horror: but the toe, 
Like aftaunch murrer, ftealy to his pur poſe, 
Purſues her cloſe thro! ev*ry lane of | life, | 
Nor miſſos once the track; but preſſes on; 
Till, forc'd at lat to the tremendous verge, 
At once the ſinks. T- 


If this be the end of the e 0 My ſoul, come 
not thou into their ſecret! Unto their aflembly, mine 
honour, be not thou united!“ How awfully accom- 
plithed is that prediction of inſpired Wiſtom! Sin, 
though ſeemingly ſweet in the commiſſion, yet, at the 
jaſt, it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder, 
Fly, therefore, from the tents, O! by from the ways 
of ſuch wretched men. | 
Happy. diſſolution! were this the period of their 
woes, But, alas! all theſe tribulations, are only « the 
beginning of ſorrows ;? a ſmall drop only from that 
© cup of trembling,” which is mingled for their future 
portion. No ſooner has the laſt pang diſlod ged their 
reluctant fouls, but they are hurried into the preſence 
of an injured angry Ged. Not under the conducting 
care of beneficent angels, but expoſed to the inſults oi 
accuried ſpirits; who lately tempted them, now ups 
braid their, and will for ever torment them. Who can 
imagine their confuſion and diitrefs, when they ſtand, 
guilty and incxculable, before their incenſed Creator? 
They are received with frowns. The God that made 
them, has no mercy. on them.” + The Prince of Peace 


*® Sec a valuable Poem, intitled, The Grave, 
+ Ila. xxvil. ri. 
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| 5 rejects them with abhorrence. He conſigns them over 
to chains of darkneſs, and receptacles of deſpair; 
” againſt the ſeverer doom, and more public infamy, of 
the Great Day. Then, all the vials of wrath will 
be emptied upon thele wretched creatures. "The law 
they have violated, and the golpel they have ſlighted; 

the power they have deficd, and the goodnels they hare 
abuſed; will all get themlelves honour in their exem- 
plary deſtruction. Then God, the God to whom ven- 


geance belongeth, will draw the arrow to- the very 


head, and ſet them as the mark of his ine xorable one | 
pleaſure, 


Reſurrection will be no pri; vilege to es: but im- 
mortality itſelf their « everlaiting curie, Would they 


not blcts the 91 are, © that land where all things ae 
forgotten z? and with to lie eternally hid in its deepelt | 
gloom ? But the duſt refuſes to conceal their pertons, 


or to draw a veil over their practices. They allo mult 


awake, mutt ariſe, muſt appeer at the bar, and meet 


the Judge. A Judge, before whom © the pillars of 
Heaven tremble, and | the earth melts away.“ A Judge, 
once long- ſuftering, and very con paſſionate; but now 
unalterably determined to teach ſtubborn offenders 

What it is to provoke the Omnipotent Godhead whit 


it 1s to trample upon the blood of his Son, and ofler 


deſpite to all the gracious overtures of his Spirit. 
O! the perple xit ty! the diſtraction! that muſt ſeize 


the impenitent rebels, when they are fummoned to the. 
P , * 
great tribunal! What will they do in this day of le- 


vere viſitation? this day of final decition? Where? 
How? Whence can they find help? To which of the 
ſaints will they turn? Whither betake themſelves for 
ſhelter or for ſuccdur? Alas! *tis all in vain; *tis all 
too late. Friends and : acquaintance Know them no 
more. Men and angels abundon them to their approach- 
ing doom. Even the Mediator, the Mediator himſelf, 
deterts them in this Jreadiul hour. To fly will be im- 
practicable; to juſtify themſelves ſtill more impoilible z 


Able 


and now to make any lupplications ory unavail: 


MEDITATIONS 


Behold! the books are opened. The ſecrets of all 
hearts are diſcloſed. The hidden things of darkneis 


are brought to light, How empty, how ineffectual now, 
are all thoſe refined artifices with which hypocrites 
impoſed upon their fellow- creatures, and preſerved a 


character in the ſight of men! The jealous God, who 


has been about their path, and about their bed, and 
pied out all their ways, ſets before them the things 
that they have done. They cannot anſwer him one in 
a thouſand, nor ſtand in the awful judgment. The 
Heavens declare their iniquities, and the earth riſes up 


againſt them.“ They are ſpeechleſs with guilt, and 
ſtigmatized with inſany, before all the armies of the 
ſky, and all the nations of the redeemed. What a fa- 
vour would they eſteem it, to hide their aſhamed heads 


in the bottom of the ocean! or even to be buried be- 


' Neath the ruins of the tottering world! | 
If the contempt poured upon them be thus inſup- 


portable, how will their hearts endure, when the ſword 


of infinite Indignation is unſheathed, and fiercely waved 
around their defenceleſs heads; or pointed dire ly at 
their naked breaits? How muſt the wretches ſcream 


with wild amazement, and rend the very heavens with 
their cries, when the right aimi ing thunderbolts g0 


abroad! go abroad, with a dreadful commiſſion, to 
drive them from the kingdoms of glory, and plunge 


them, not into the forrows of a moment, or the tor- 
tures of an hour, but into all the rcfleſs agonizes of 


unquenchable fire, and everlaſting deſpair, þ 


Mitery of miſeties! too thocking for leſlection to 


dwell upon. But it ſo diſmal to forelee, and that at 
a diſtance, together with ſome comfortable expectation 


of eſcaping it; O! how bitter, inconceiv ably bitter, 
to bear, without any intermiſſion, or any mitications 


| through hopeleſs and eternal ages! 


fob xx. 27. 


+ Regions of ſorrow, Enleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes, 
't hat comes to all; but torcure Without cu 
Stihl urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 85 | 
With ever barking tuphur unconfun'd, | Milton. 
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AMONG THE TOMBS, 6g 


Who has any bowels of pity ? who has any ſenti- 
ments of compaſſion ? who has any tender concern for 
his fellow-creatures? Who? In God's name, and for 
Chriſt's ſake, let him ſhew it; by warning every man, 
9 and beſeeching every man, to ſeek the Lord while he 
may be found; to throw down the arms of rebellion, 
before the act of indemnity expires : ſubmiſſively to 
27 adore the Lamb while he holds out the golden ſceptre. 
Here let us act the friendly part to mankind ; here 
let the whole force of our benevolence exert itſelf; in; 
exhorting relations, acquaintance, neighbours, whom 
ſoever we may probably influence, to take the wings 
of faith unfeigned, of repentance undelayed, and flee 


away from this wrath to come. 
Upon the Whole, what ſtupendous Aiſcorerzes are 


theſe! Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, O, my 
ſoul! -Recollect them, with the moſt ſerious attention, 


when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. When 
thou walkeſt, receive them for thy coſiupanions; when 
thou talkeſt, liſten to them as thy prompters; and hat- 
ever thou doeft, conſult them as thy drs corn, Influ- 
enced by theſe conſiderations, thy views will greaten, 


thy affections be exalted, and thou thyſelf raiſed above 


the tantalizing power of periſhing things, Duly mind- 


ful of theſe, it will be the ſum of thy defires, and the 
ſcope of thy endeavours, to gain the approbation of 
that Sovereign Being, who will then fill the throne, and 


pronounce the decifive ſentence. Thou wilt ſee nothing 


worth a wiſh,* in compariſon of having his will for thy 


rule, his glory tor thy aim, and his holy Spirit for thy 
ever actuating principle. 


Wonder, ©, man! be loſt in admiration, at thoſe - 
prodigious events, which are coming upon the univerſe. 


Events, the greateſt of which nothing finite can mea- 


ſure; ſuch as will caule whatever is conſiderable or - 
momentous in the annals of all generations to fink into 
littleneſs and nothing. Events "(Jeſus prepare us for 


+ Great day of dread, deciſion, and deſpair ! 
At thought of thee, each iublunary wiſh _. 
Lets go uus cager graſp, and quits the world, 
Night Thoughts, 
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their approach, defend us when they take place!) big 


with the everiaſting tates of all the living, and all the 


dead. I mutt ſce the graves cleaving, the {ea teeming, 


and ſwarnis wuniuipected, crowds unnumbered, yea, 
__ multitudes of thronging nations, riſing from both. 
Inu uſt ſee the world in flames, mult ſtand at the difſo. 
lution of all terreſtrial things, and be an attendant on 
the burial of nature. I muſt ſce the expanſe of the ſky 
wrapt up like a ſcroll, and the incarnate God iſſuing 
forth from light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand time; 
ten thouiand angels, to judge both men and devils. I 


mult ſee the curtain of time drop, lee all eternity dil. 


cloſed to view, and enter upon a ſtate of being that 
will never, never, have an end, © | | 
And ought I not (let the vaineſt imagination deter- 


mine, ought I not) to try the ſincerity ct my faith, and 


take heed to my ways? Is there an enquiry, 1s there a 
care, of greater, of equal, of comparable importance? 
Is not this an infinitely preſſing call, to ſee that my 
_ Joins are girded about, my lamp trimmed, and myſelf 
dreſſed for the Bridegroom's appearance? that, waſh- 
ed in the fountain opened in my Saviour's fide, and clad 


with the marriage garment wove by his obedience, 1 


may be found in peace, unblameable, and unreprove- 
able, Otherwiſe, how: ſhall J ſtand with boldneſs, 
ohen the ſtars of heaven tall from their orbs? How 
ſhall I come forth erect and courageous, when the earth 
itſelf reels to and fro like a drunkard?F How ſhall T 


look up with joy, and ſee my falvation drawing 
nigh, when the hearts of millions and millions fail for 


fear? f | | 5 „ 
Now, Madam, leſt my Meditations ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any unpleaſing gloom upon your mind, let 


me once more turn to the brightening proſpects of the 


righteous, A view of them, and their delightful ex- 
ti may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts, which 


ave been muſing upon melancholy ſubjects, and ho- 


vering about the edges of infernal darkneſs; juſt as 


a a ſpacious field, arrayed in cheartul green, relieves and 


+ Iſa, xxiy. 20. 


AMONG THE TOMBS. | | 
re-invigorates the eye, which has fatigued itſelf by 
poring upon ſome minute, or gazing upon tome glaring 
object. 
= The rightcous "BE to lie by, in the bon of the 
earth, as a wary pilot in ſome well-ſheltered creek, till 
all the ſtorms which infeſt this lower world are blown 
over. Here they enjoy ſafe anchorage, are in no dan- 
ger of foundering amidſt the waves of prevailing ini- 
quity, or of being ſhipwrecked on the rocks of an 
powerful tempt? tion. But, ere long, we ſhall hehold 
them hoiſting their flag of hope, riding before a ſweet 
= cle of atoning merit; and redeeming love, till the) 
wake, with all the fails of an aſſured faith, the bleſied 
port of an eternal life. 
15 Then may t ne honoured friend to whom 1 am writ— 
ing, rich in good works, rich in heavenly tempers, 
but inexprc fibly richer in her Saviour's righteouſneſs 3 
O! may ſhe enter the harbour like a gallant ſtately 
veſſel, returned ſucceſsful and victorious from lome 
W crand expedition, with acclamations, honour, and joy! 
While my little bark, attend ant on the lolemnity, and 
Ja partaker of the triumph, glides humbly after; and 
both reſt together in the haven, the wiſhed-tor, bliſsful 
haven, of pertect n and everlaſting repoſe, 


END OF THE MADITATIONS AMONG THE TOMBS, 
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Wu in the Garen; Summer Morning; a foaring Lark; Invitation 


Mercy. The Sun; its riſing Clorics; Emblem ot (7-4, in its enlighten— 
ing, fructity ing, chearing, and Extentive Intl.ences, Dews; their tran» 
gent Brightneſs; their retrething Nature ; their immenſe Number: Dil. 
cult Paſſage in the Pfalms cleared up. Phe various, but harmonious, 
Procezdure of Providence and Grace. View of the Country, and its prin « 
characterized as uſeful. Chet made and recovered, upholds and attuares 
all: addreis to Mankind on this Occaſion, Obtervations contracted to the 


| of Flowers; its fugitive Nature, another Motive to age off Slotu; the 
delighttul Sentation it creates, taint Repreſentation vt (in's Sacrifice 
f al our Performances polluted; this the Cauie of our Acceptance. Colours 
= co Flowers, bow perfect in every Kind; with what Skill difpoſed; Finenets 


pride in Dreis; our true Ornaments diſplayed. Flowers naturally injpire 
= D:!ig; what Pleaſure mut ariſe from the beatific Vida, Solomon 
biutes out the bleſied Jeſus by the moſt delicate Flowers; Beauties in the 
Creature lead us to the Creator, Diverfity of Flowers, in their Airs, 
Habits, Attitudes, and Lincaments; Wiftom of the Almighty Maker; the 


duals of the ſame Species; Emblem of the finalier Differ::necs among Pro- 


WW parent in conducting it. This beauntitul Diſpoſition, and all that is admi- 
RS rable in the Creation, referred to Chi} as the Author; to conſider the 
= ings that arc made, in this View, has excellent Influence on our Faith 

aud Love, The Structure of Fiowers ſo correct, could not be altered, but 


N Nee their Prejudice; the Time of their appearing choſen with the niceſt 


Precautions; theſe Circumftances a ſtriking Argument tor Reſignation io 
the Biſpoſals of Heaven, Quotations from Caſi nir and Juvenal tranflated. 
A favourite Tenet of Mr. Pope's rightly ſtated. The Brute Creatures un- 
ate with Flowers; their fine Qalities peculiarly intended to delight 
== lankind; all Things conftituted with a particular Regard to our Advan- 


= tive, is che Gift of an immortal Soul. Remark on the Notion of a great 
et. The cultivaicd Garden an Image of a well-nurtured Mind; Addreis 


. 
1 tu Perſons concerned in the Education of Youth, Flowers in the Bud, 


figurative of a Niggard ; Flowers in fall Expanſion, exprethive of a bene— 
gy o:cnt Diſpofition. Sun Flower; its remarkable Attachment to the Sun; 
lach ſhould be our Adher2nce to the Saviour. Paſſion-Flower; its Deſcrip- 
ion; with a religious Improvement. Senſitive Plant ſhrinks from every 
ouch; ſuch ſhould be our ſolicitous Care to avoid Sin. The Delicacy of 
lowers, and Coarſeneſs of their Roots; the ennobling Change of our Bo- 
iees at the Reſurrection; this ſhould reconcile us to the Thoughts of Dit. 
olution, Paſſage from Theocritus; the Perfections of Flowers ſoon de- 

ay; the Charms of Complexion ſcarce more Jaſting.... Inſtances of irantie 


ory Continuance in the nobicit Flowers; the Honours of tue future State 


Mtading. All the De.ights of ihe flowery Seaton pals away; the celettial 


,ntertainments know no Enl. Not Flowers only, but the moſt durable 


Things in Nature, are perithing : their Fel'city table wo have Got for 
heir Portion. Retreat into an Arbo ir; Practice of St. Auguitine, Pat- 
ern for our Imitation, Coolnets of this thady Situation; the inſuffer able 
ſear, that rages abroad; our Safety in all the Dangers of Life, and 
mitt the Terrors of eternal Jndgment, if ſheltered by the Redeemer's 


Fratection, and intereſted if his Merits. The Bees their Iagenuity 5 


eir Induſtty ; ſet an Example tor the Author. A diitant Proipe-t of th: 


hole Scene, with its various Decorations, reminds the Beboldet gx. 


caven; its Cloties not to be di {cribed, but moit pitſionatery defied, 


to carly Riſing. Vattnets of the Heavens, greater Extent of Divine 


cipal Productions, particularly of an Orchard, and Kitchen Garden; chietly 


Garden; Fie'ds of Literature left tor the Study ot the Eible. Frag ance 


Gf the flowery Texture: Inducement to truſt in Providence. Ihe Folly of 


pertect'on and Simplicity of his Operations. Difference between Indivi- 


WS tins, Regular Succeſſion of Flowers; {9:ne of the choiceſt Sets de- 
BS bed ; pleating Effects produced by this Oeconomy 3 a Benevolence ag 


tage; this an endearing Obligation to Gratituicz but a more cagaging 
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REPLECTIONS 
ON A FLOWER GARDEN, 


IN A LETTER TO A LADY. 


Madam, 


GOME time ago my Meditations ak. a turn among | <4 
the Tombs. They viſited the awful and melan- 
choly manſions of the dead ;* and you was pleaſed to 
favour them with your attention. May I now beg the 
_ honour of your company in a more inviting and de- 
lightful excurſion ? In a beautiful Flower Garden, 
where I lately walked, and at once * the ſenſe and 8 
indulged the fancy. [WM 
It was early in a ſummer morning, when the air was | 
5 cool, the earth moiſt, and the whole face of the crea- 
tion freſh and gay : the noily world was ſcarce awake; 
buſineſs had not quite ſhock off his ſound ſleep, and 
riot had but juſt reclined his giddy head. All was ſe— 
rene, all was ſtill; every thing tended to inſpire tran- 
quillity of mind, and invite to ſerious thought, || 
Only the wakeful lark had left her neſt, and was 
mounting on high to ſalute the opening day. Elevated | 
in air, ſhe ſeemed to call the laborious huſbandman. to 
his toil, and all her fellow ſongiters to their notes. 
M Earlieſt of birds,” faid I, © companion of the dawn, 
may J always riſe at thy voice! Riſe to offer the matin- g 
| . and adore that beneficent Being, «„ who mak- 


th the out-goings of the morning and evening to re- ju 
- 1 7 oy 


joice. 

How charming to rove abroad at t this ſweet hour of 
prime! to enjoy the calm of nature, to tread the dewy 
| Jawns, and taite the unrifled freſhnels of the air! 


* Diſcourſes on the vanity of the creature, which repreſent the barren- 
neſs of every thing in this world, and its incapacity of producirg any told 
or {ibtantial happineſs, are uſeful. Th. ſe tpeculations alſo, waich {new * 
the brizht fide of tings, and lay forth thuſe innocent entertainments, 
Wiel are to be mat with among the ſeveral objects that encompaſs us, arc 

no leis b. ncficlal. Spee. Vol. V. No. 393. Upon the plan of Om 2rd 
ties, the prece.. wg and feliowing W «re for med, 


REFLECTIONS ON A FLOWER GARDEN. 75 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 6 
Wich charm of earlieſt birds. | 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of ſloth loſe! Little, ah! 
little is the ſluggard ſenſible how delicious an enter- 


* 


J (( . | 
The greyneſs of the dawn decays gradually. Abun- 
dance of ruddy ftreaks tinge the fleeces of the firmament. 


one ardent and boundleſs bluſh. Is it the ſurmiſe of 
"M to ſee ſo many ſupinely ſtretched on their drowiy pil- 


= lows? Shall man be loſt in luxurious eaſe? mall wan 


rand? while all the feathered choir are hymning the 


Let him heighten the melody of the tuneful tribes, by 


prove the tragrant oblations of nature, by mingling 


: 
n 


is natural for man to look upward, to throw his 


ffirſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 
a N N Strait towards Heav'n my wond ring eyes I turn'd, 


And gaz'd awhile the ample Sky. 


> 2 - 2 - . . . 
ER mazing circumference with a ſpan !-O the immenſity of 
Fat wonderful Being, before whom this unmeaſurable 


t 5cc! how Revelation and Reaſon, the Scripture and the Claſſics, una- 

mouſly exhort to this moſt beneficial practice. They both invite us to 

RIP!) riling, by the mott engaging motives, and the moſt alluring repre- 
nations. . e 


„Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the 8 
1 Wlages, Let us get up early to the vine-yards ; let us ſee if the vine 


Ep urith, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud 
rh Cant. vii. 11. 12. 5 | 85 | 
x Lucaferi primo cum ſidere, frigida rura 8 
1 _ Carpamus: dum mane novum, dum gramina canent, 


Et ros in tenera pecori gratiſimus beroa et, Virg. Georg, III. 


23 ů — — * 
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tainment he foregoes for the pooreſt of all animal gra- 


& Till, at length, the dappled aſpect of the eaſt is loſt in g 
imagination, or do the ſkies really redden with ſhame, 
waſte theſe precious hours in idle ſlumbers? while 
the vigorous ſun is y + and going on his Maker's er- 
Creator, and paying their homage in harmony? No. 
adding the rational ſtrains of devotion. Let him im 


with the riſing odours the more refined breath of 


fire, | 
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extent is no more than a point! And O (thou pleaſ ne 
thought!) the unſearchable riches of that Mercy which 
„ greater than the heavens !'* is more enlarged and 
: extenfive, i in its gracious exerciſe, than theſe illimitable 
tracts of air, and ſea, and firmament ! Which pardons 
crimes of the moſt enormous ſize, and the moſt horrid 
2ggravations 3 ; pardons them, in conſideration of the 
Redeemer? s atonement, with perfect freeneſs, and the 
_ utmoſt 1eadinels! More readily, if it were poſſible, than | 

this all-jurrounding expanſe admits, within its circuit, Vo 8 
a ridge of mountains, or even a grain of ſand, _ * "5 

| Come bither, then, ye awakened tr embling hams 8 
Come, weary and heavy laden with a ſenſe of your ini: 
quities. Condemn yourſelves. Renounce all reliance 
on any thing of your own. Let your trufl be in the tender 
Merqy of Gop for ever and ever. ' 8 

In them hath be ſet a tabernacle for the ſun. t' Be- 5 oh 

hold him coming forth from the chambers of the Eaſt. 

Sce! the clouds, "like floating curtains, are thrown back 
at his approach, With what refulgent majeſty does he 
walk abroad! How tranſcendantly bright is his coun- 
LCNANce z ſhe: ding day, and inexhauſtible light, through gg 
the univerie! Is there a ſcene, though finiſhed by the 
molt elaborate and coſtly refinements of art, compari. 
| ble to theſe illuſtrious tolemnities of opening ſunſhine ? | 8 
Nelore theſe, all the ſtudied pageantry ot the theatre, 1 8 

* Pal, cviii. 4. / 38 
> The lines which follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the ſpirit and 
Practice hinted above. In them Defire pants; Prayer wreſtles; and Faith, 
25 it were, graſps the . 1 take leave to tranſplant them into is 
place; and I could wiſh them a better, a more conſpicuous ſituation, han 
either their new or their native foil. Their native foil is no other than RE 
"The Iaunintatiens of d Sinner, Written by Mr. Sternhold. Notwithitandin; | i 
the unpromiſing genius of the performance, I think, we may challenge te Ft 285 
grcateh maiters to produce any thing more ſpirited and pte 3 ct, RR 
tuli of nature, or more fluſhed with life. BN | _ 88 
: Mercy, goud LORD, mercy I crave; _ ' > Fo 

This is the total 1 um; | . 
For mercy, LORD, is all my ſuit; = 

25 IL ORD, let thy mercy come. 

The Mort ſentences- Not a fingle copulative---The frequent repetition 01 
tie Dine Name---The almoit Inceſfant reiterat; on of the bleſſing, ſo pe. 
Zonately defired, and inexp:elibly needed, This is the genuine agu, de Wn 

1 urdour; theſe are beauties obvious to eve ry eye; and cannot fal ritt =. 


to rlcalc the zudicious lade; or to cdify the gracious _ 
e | ; } Plal-x3x, 4+ | 
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Uthe glittering œconomy of an aſſembly, or even the 


heightened ornaments of a royal palace, hide their di- 
miniſhed heads, and ſhrink into nothing.“ I have read 
of a perſon, fo truck with the ſplendors of this noble 


Yuminary, that he imagined himſelf made on purpole to 


9 1 al notion, and become a moſt important truth. For ſure 
I am, it is the ſupreme happinels of the eternal ſtate; 
and therefore may well be the ruling concern of this 
preſent life: 2% 4rozv the only true GOD, aud JESUS 
ZCHrIsT, whom he hath ſent, Nor do I ſtand alone in 


who formed his taſte on the maxims of paradiſe, and 


received the finiſhings of his education in the third 


: heavens ; this judge determines to know nothing but 
sus CHRIST, and him crucified,* He polleſſed, 


in his own perſon, the fineſt, the moſt admired accom- | 
pliſhments; yet pronounces them no better than dung, 


iin compariſon of the * ſuper- eminent excellency of this 
Having knowledge. | „ 


the Creator. There is more of God in its luſtre, ener- 
Ey, and uſefulneſe, than in any other vifible being. To 


worſhip it as a deity, was the leait inexcuſable of all 


tue heathen idolarrics. Ove ſcarce can wonder, that 


3 
3 
"lk 


+ 


Jacred Wildom, plcates me moe than that which re— 
emblcs the bleſſed / to vonder regent of the day ;F 
d diſpenſe gladueſs through the nations. | 5 
What were all tue realms of the world, but a dun— 


1 heir tine ſcenes lud from cur views, Iclt in obicuity,_ 


—_—_ .  * To rege mo yori, Phil. iii. 7, 
r. to yo 
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1 ontemplate its glories. O! that Chriſtians would 
adopt his perſuaſion, and transfer it to the S of Ri 
ſteouſueſs! Thus applied, it would ceaſe to be a chimeri- 


this opinion. The very beſt judge of whatever is valu- 
able in ſcience, or perfective of our nature; a judge 


Mlethinks I diſcern a thouſand admirable properties 
zn the ſun, ?Tis certainly the belt material emblem of 


fallen reaſon ſhould miſtake to fair a Copy for the ado- 
Fable Original, No comparilon, in the whole Bock of 

Rp 0 now advances on his azure road, to ſcatter light 

con ot darknels, wahuut the beams of the ſun? all 


by LIL ter Wy naine, ili the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe, _ 


8 8 N REFLECTIONS. | 
10 vain we roll around our eyes in the midnight gloom; 
in vain ve ſtrive to bchoid the features of amiable 
mature, Turn whither we will, no form or comelinel; 
appears; all ſcems a dreary waſte, an undiſtinguiſlied 
chaos; til! the returning hours have unbarred the 

gates of light, and let forth the morn. Then, what 

a proſpe&t opens! The heavens are paved with azure, 
and ſtrewed wth roles. A variety of the livelicf 


61 the richeſt 12188 rs. The whole creation ſtands forth, 
Areſſed in all the charms of beauty. . raviſhed cye 
looks round, and wonders. 
And what had been the condition of our intellectual 
nature, without the great Redeemer and his Divine 
Revelation? Alas! what abiurd and unworthy appre- 
nenſions did the Pagan ſages form of God ! What idle 
dreams, what childiſh conjectures, were their doctrines 
of a future ſtate! How did the bulk, even of that fa- 
voured nation, the Jews, weary themſelves in very 
vanity, to obtain peace and reconciliation with their 


lich: ; till He aroſe, 2 enlighten the ele Gentiler 
. alia. to be the ge of his people Tjrael. | 
Now we n0 longer cry out with a reſtleſs impatience, 
I here is God my Maker © For we are allowed to 
contemplate | the br ightneſs of his glory, and the exprets 
1mage of his perion, in the face of jesus CHR1ST, 
Now we no longer inquire, with an unlatished folici— 
toe, © Which is the way to bliſs? Becauie Jeſus has 
marked the path by his ſhining example, and left us 


* 


more fcaton to. proceeg with miſoiving hearts in our 
Jour ney to eternity; or to atk anx1outty, as we go, Who 
will vel! away the ſtone, and open the everlaſting doors ? 
Why will remove the flaming (word, and give us ad- 
Mifſion into the delights of paradite ?? For it is done, 
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Fires array the plains. The flowers put on a glow 


| offended Tehovah! Til Jetus aroſe upon our be- 
nmighted minds, and brought life -and immortality to 


un unerring clue in his holy Won ad. Now we have no 


ul done, by the Captain of our Salvation, Sin he as 
: ee « 155 the unblemiſhed ſacrifice of himſelf, The | 
tw he! las ele Fon his parte. ebcdience, The 
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BS ſinner he transforms by his fanctifying Spirit, In a 
EZ word, he hath both preſented us with a clear diſcovery 
ol the good things to come, and a:lminiſtered to us an 
38 abundant entrance into the final enjoyment of them. 
Whenever, therefore, we bleſs God for the circling 
ſcaſons, and revolving day; Jet us adore, thankfully 
= adore him, for the more precious appearance of the Suu 
% Righteouſueſs, and his glorious Goſpel, Without 
* which, we ſhould have been groping, even to his hour, 
in ſpiritual darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death. With 
out which, we mult have wandered in a maze of incx- 
# tricable uncertainties, and have „ (tumbled upon the 
' 7 dark mountains of error, till we fell into the bottomleſs 
8 pit of perdition.? 

2X Without that grand enlivening principle, what were 


4 this ear th, but a lifeleſs maſs? a rude lump of inac- 


tire matter? The trees could never break forth into 
I” leaves, nor the plants ſpring up into flowers, We 
1 ſhould no more behold the meadows mantled over with 
green, nor the vallies ſtanding thick with corn. Or, 
1 to ſpeak in the beautiful language of a prophet, „No 
ser would the fig- tree bloſſom, nor fruit be in the 
vine: the labour of "the olive would fail, and the fields 
could yield no meat: the flocks muſt be cut off trom the 
i wy and there would be no herd in the ſtalls. The 
lun darts its beams among all the vegetable tribes; 
and paints the ſpring, and enriches the autumn. This 
Pier ces to the roots of the vineyard and the orchard, 
and ſets afloat thoſe termenting juices, Which at length 
burſt into floods of wine, or bend the boughs with a 
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low. load. Nor are its favours confined to the upper 
Dc gions, but diſtributed into the deepelt receſtes of crea- 
"8 ion. It peuetrates the beds of metal, and finds its 
5 1 Fay to the place of the ſapphires. It tinctures the ſeeds 
pf gold, that are ripening into ore; and throws a bril- 
733 jancy into the water of the diamond, that is hardening 
=. its rock. In ſhort, the beneficial agency of this 
Bagnificent luminary is inexpreſſible. It bcanrifics 


i: "y impregnates univerſal nature. There is nothing | 
From the hcat they ww: | 


fo | . REFLECTIONS. | 
Juſt in i the W manner were the tm) world 


_ dead in irepaſſes and ſins, without the reviving ener 8 
of Jeſus Chrijt, He 1s © the reſurrection and the life :* 


the overflowing fountain of the one, and the all-power- 


ful cauſe of the other. The ſecond Adam is @ gquicken- 
ing ſjirit, and all his ſaints live through him. He 


ſhines upon their affections; and they ſhoot forth into 


= heavenly graccs, and abourd in the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs. Faith unfeigned, and love undiflembled, thoſe 


nobleſt productions of the renewed nature, are the ef- 
fect of his operation on the mind. Not ſo much as one 


divine diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one Chriſtian 
habit unfold and flouriſh, without the Kindly influences 


ot his grace. 
As there is no fr uitfulneſs, 0 likewiſe no clicarful. 


| nels, + without the fun. When that auſpicious {ove- 


reign of the day diffuſes the mildneſs of his morning 


_ ſplendor, he creates an univerſal feſtival, Millions of 
_ glittering inſets awake into exiſtence, and baſk in his 


rays. The birds ſtart trom their {lumbers, and pour 
their delightful ſouls in harmony, The flocks, with 
bleating accents; hail the welcome bleſſing. The val. 
Hes ring with rural muſic; ; the hills echo back the art» 


leſs n All that is vocal joins in the general 


choir; all that has breath exults in the chearing infu- 
ence, Whereas, was that radiant orb exilnguiſhed, a 


tremendous gloom would enſue, and horror fon part 


ble. Nay, let it only be eclipſed for a tew minutes, 
and all nature aſſumes an air ot ſadneſs. The heavens 


are wrapt in fables, and put on a kind of mourning. 


The moſt ſprightly auimals hang down their dejected 
heads. The ſongſters of the grove are ſtruck dumb, 
Howling beaſts roain abroad tor prey; ominous birds 
come forth, and ſerecch: the heart ct man fails, or a 


ſudden pang ſeizes the foreboding mind, So, when 


Chriſt hides away his face, when faith loſes fight of that 
conſolation of liracl, low. eluomy ale the prolp ects of 


+< The ſun, which i is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and node ces 
all the neceſſaries of lite, has a pa: ticular influence in Chearing the mn! 


| A of man, and making the heart Sad. . Vol. V. No. 387. 
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the ſoul! Our God ſcems to be a conſuming fire, and 
our fins cry loudly for vengeance. The thoughts bleed 


inwardly ; the Chriſtian walks heavily, All without is 
irklome, all within is diſconſolate. Lift up, then, moſt 


gracious Teſus, thou nobler day-ſpring from on hi gh! 
O lift up the light of thy countenance upon thy peo- 


ple! Reveal the fulneſs of thy mediatorial ſufficiency 3 
impart Wo „ 8 N 


What nothin earthly gives, or 8 „„ 
The ſoul's calm ſunſhine, and the heart-telt joy. F | Pepe. | 


In one inſtance more let me purſue the ſimilitude. 
The ſun, I obſerve, pours his luſtre all around, to every 
diſtance, and in every direction. Profuſely liberal of 
his gifts, he illuminates and chears all the ends of the 
earth, and the whole compaſs of the ſkies. The eaſt 
reddens with his riſing radiance, and the weſtern hills 
are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplendors. The chilly re- 
gions of the north are cheriſhed by his genial warmth, 
while the ſouthern tracts glow with his fire. Thus 
are the influences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs diffuſive 
and unconfined. The generation of old felt them, _ 
and generations yet unborn will rejoice in them. The 


merits of his precious death extended to the firſt, and 


will be propagated to the laſt, ages of mankind, May 


they, ere long, viſit the remoteſt climates and darkeſt 


corncrs of the earth! Command thy Goſpel, Bleſſed | 
Jeſus, thy everlaſting Goſpel, to take the wings of the 
morning, and travel with yonder ſun. Let it fly upon 


ſtrong pinions among every people, nation, and language; 
that, where the heat ſcorches, and the cold freezes, 
thou mayeſt be known, confeſſed, and adored! that 
itrangers to thy name, and enemies to thy doctrine, 


may be enlightened with thy knowledge, and won to 


the love of thy truth! O! may that beſt of æras come, 


that wiſhed- for period advance, when“ all the ends of 


the world ſhall remember themſelves, and be turned un- 


flip before him zt „„ 
. „ $ Pope's ih. Fo 
1 Pal, Xii. 27. 


to the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations wor- 0 
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the drooping troubled conſcience of a ſinner. 
that Almighty Comforter ſheds his Iweet influence on 
the ſoul, diſplays the all- ſufficient ſacrifice of a Divine 


From the heavens we retire to the earth. Here the 


drops of dew, like ſo many liquid cryſtals, + ſparkle 


upon the eye. How brilliant and unſullied is their 


luſtre! how little inferior to the proud ſtone which ir- 


radiates a monarch's crown! They want nothing but 


ſolidity and permanency to equal them with the fineſt 

_ treaſures of the jeweller's caiket. Here, it muſt be 
confeſſed, they are greatly deficient; ſhort-lived orna- 
ments, poſſeſſed of little more than a momentary radi- 
ance. The tun, that lights them up, will ſoon melt them 
into air, or exhale them into vapours. Within another 
hour we may © look for their place, and they ſhall be 
away. O! may every good retolution of mine, and 
of my flock's, may our united breathings after God, | 


not be like theſe tranſient decorations of the morning, 
but like the ſubſtantial glory of the growing day! The 


one thines more and more, with augmented ſplendors; 
while the other, having glittered gaily for a tew moments, 

oo IE . ons 
How ſenſibly has this dew refreſhed the vegetable king- 


doms! The fervent heat of yeſterday's ſun had almoſt 


parched the face and exhauſted the {weets of nature. 


But what a ſovereign reſtorative are theſe cooling diſtil- 


| lations of the night! How they gladden and invigorate 


the languiſhing herds! Sprinkled with theſe reviving 


drops, their verdure deepens their bloom is new-fluſhed 


their fragrance, faint or .intermitted, becomes potent 
and copious, Thus does the ever-blefled Spirit revive 
When 


Redeemer, and * witneſſes, with our ſpirit,” that we are 
Intereſted in the Saviour, and by this means are children 
of God; then, what a plealing change enſues! Former 
anxieties are remembered no more; every uneaſy ap- 
prehenſion vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, and delighttul 


expectations, ſucceed. The countenance drops its de- 
jected mein; the eyes brighten with a lively chearful- 
_ neſs, while the lips exprels their heart-telt ſatisfaction 


+ Now morn, her roly ſteps in th? eaſtern clime _ 
Advancing, ſow'd the carth wich orient pearl. 


5 Milla. 
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dy. In this ſenſe, mercitul God, be as the deav unio 


Iſrael! * Pour upon them the continual dew of thy. 


bleſſing.” And O! let not my fleece be dry, while 
heavenly benediction deſcends upon all around. | 


Who can number theſe pearly drops? They hang on 5 


every hedge; they twinkle from every ſpray; and adorn 


the whole herbage of the field. Not a blade of graſs, 
not a ſingle leaf, but wears the watry pendants. So 
vaſt is the profuſion, that it baffles the arithmetician's 
art. Here let the benevolent mind contemplate and 
© admire that emphatical Scripture, which, from this 
elegant ſimilitude, deſcribes the increaſe of the Me/iah"s 
kingdom. The royal prophet, ſpeaking of Chri/?, and 


foretelling the ſucceſs of his religion, has this remarka- 


ble expreflion ;+ The dew of thy birth is the womb of 


+ P alm ex. 3. rde 50 T5 FWD EM. The moſt exac? tranſla- 
tion of this dithcult paſſage is, 1 appreliend, as follows; Pre rore uteri au- 


dora, ſibi eſt ros juventutis, vel 3 tun. The dew of thy birth is larger, 


more copious, than the dw which proceeds from the womb of ite morn- 


ing. 1 cannot 2cquicice in the new verſion; becauſe that disjoins he 
== womb of the mornmg from the deww of thy birth. Whereas, they ſeem 10 


a have a clear affinity, and a cloſe connection. The womb of the morning 
is, with the utmott pertinency, aypl ed to the conception and production 


of dews; agreeable to a delicate line in that great maſter of jus deſcrip- 


tion, and lively painting, Mr. Thomſon: . 
1 The meek-cy'd morn appears, mother of dews. Summer. 


e meet with a ſine expreſſion in the book of Job, which may ſerve to 
confirm tais remark ; may illuttrate the propriety of the phrate uſed in 

2X this connection: + Hath the rain a father, or who hath bepotter: the drops of 
== Jew? It ſecms, the oriental writers delighted to repreſent the dew as a 
Lind of birth, as the offsprivg of the morning. And if ſo, ſurely there 
8X could be no image in the whole compaſs of tie univerſe better adapted to 
tac Pialmiſt's purpoſe ; or more Frongly ſignificant of thoſe muititudes 91 


p-ofelytes, which were born, nz: of bla, ner of the will of the fleſh, ner of 

ehe will of mar, but of Ge 5 by the paweriul energy of his word and Spitit, 

Upon this ſuppoſition, the whole veric deferibes | 
The willing ſubjetion;, 
The gracious acconp:;ifſhiments, 


of Chriſt's converts. 
And the vait number, | 


$ ; | q. d. In the day of thy Toben, ven thy glorious Goſpe! call be publiſhed ; 


in the world, and accompanied with marvellous eticacy- in that memo: a- 


ble period. thy perple ditcontinuing the former oblations, commanded under 


the Moia c law, ſhali devote themlelver, as ſo many living ſecrifices, to thy 


honour, Not conttrained by force, but charmed with .hy excellency, they 


taall com- in volunteers to thy ſervice, and be Free- will offerings in thy 


Tc" urch.-- Neither ſhall they be * emp.y ines, or bare profeſſors; but 


Mall walk in all the tent ie: ulis, and bring forth ſuch amiable fruit 


«3 Wh aCO:n t. & dectrine they cmorace, . hat is till more deſirable, they! 
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the morning.“ (i. e.) As the morning is the mother 
of dews; produces them, as it were, from a prolific 


7 —— — * | und.” — — —— DES 


the commentators (as many, at leaft, as 1 have contulted) inform their 


Current, was one of the greateſt refreſhments imaginable, and re- animated 


faring man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught; both which notions are 


— n 
2% 


and TAY---which ſignify to rab um; te overwhelm: and even to bury 


"ences of the Holy Ghoji 


Reeg mer be able to execute Lice various and important offices foretold in 


of the brook in the way.“ He ſhall not be left bareiy to his human nature, 3 


ſhall be as memerens as they are willing and holy. Born to thee in num. 
bers, immenſe and inconceivable; excceding even the countleſs myriads 
ot dew-drops, which are bégotten by the night, and iſſue from the wont 
of the recent morning. 5 | | 
By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its obſcurity, 
and app-.ars both truly ſublime, and perfectly jun. 5 
May 1 be pardoned the digreiſion, and acquitted from preſumption, if, 
on this occaſion, I take leave to animadvert upon what feems harih ant 
unnatural, in the common expoſition of the lait verſe of this pſalm? All 


„ 


readers, that to drink of the bro in the way. ſignifies to undergo ſuferings 01. 
death. Which, in my opinion, is a conttrution extremely forced, and 
hardly ſupportable ; altogether remote from the import of ſuch poetica! 
forms of diction, cuſtomary among the catern nations, In thoſe ſultry climes 
nothing could be more welcome to the traveller than a brook. ftreaming 
near his paths. To quench his thirſt, and lave his feet, in the cooling 


him to purſue his journey. For which rcaſo:, among others, brooks ate a 
very favourite image with the inſpired penman; ufed to denote a fituation 
fertile and delightful, or a ſtate of pleature and ſatisfaction; but neyet, 
that J Can recollect, to picture out te contrary condition of tribulation 
und didrels. ' | | 8 5 | 

The water-frods, in the ſacred writings, often repreſent ſome imminent 
danger, or grievous affliction. But then they are not- — J Sm 
=----Streams ſo calm, that they keep wiihia their banks, and vlide 
quiet y by the traveller's footſteps ; ſo clear, taatthey are fit for the way- 
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plainly implied in the text. They are rather-- Ag wH---baiſerous billotos 
burtting over a ſhip, or daſhing themlelves. with dreadful impetuoſity, upon 
the thore: Or --FHD A weeping inund. tions, which bear down all before 
them, and drown the neighbouring country. Beſides, in theſe inſtances ot 
horror, we never find the word-- HHU .--He falldrink 5 which conveys 4 
pleaſing idea (unleſs when it relates to a cup filled with bitter, intoxicating 
or impoiloned liquors; a caſe quite different trom that under conſideration, 
but either-- MPA... which imports terror and aſteniſo nent. Or eiſe----07 


*. 1 1 8 5 
W Ne 
1 Tf * 
5 W 
F 


N 
* d 
8 
3 


under the Waves. | | i: | 
Uyon the whole, may not the paſſage more properly allude to the inf 
? wich were communicated, in unmeaſurable de- 
grecs, to our great High Priet; and were, in fact, the cauſe of his 1ur- 
mounting ali difticultics.---Theſe arc frequently repreſented by Waters: 
« Whofo believeth on me, out of his belly thall flow rivers of living waters,” || 
The enjoyment of them js deſcribed by drinking : He that drinzeth of the 
water that 1 thall give him, ſhall never thirtt, Then the ſente may run in 
this well-connested and perſpicuous manner, Is it aiked, How 15a!l the 
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the preceding parts of the pſalm? "The prophet replies, “ He jhall drink, 


which mult unavoidably fink under the tremendous work of recovering 
lot worl; but, through the whole courſe of his incarnate ſtate, through tic warY 
Whole admi1itration of his mediatorial kingdom, thall be ſupported witli 
omnipotent ſuccours, Re fall drink at the brook of Almighty pov el, F 
a 1 travel on in the greatneſs of an nncreated trength. Trhereture fail rel 
lifi up i heal. By Unis means, ſhali he be equal to the prodigious tits 
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womb ; and ſcatters them, with the moſt laviſh abun- 
dance, over all the ſurface of the earth; ſo ſhall thy ſecd 
he, O thcu everlatting Father! by the preaching of thy 

word, ſhall fuch an innumerable race of regenerate 
children be born unto thee, and prove an ornament and 
a bleſling to all ages. Millions, millions of willing 


converts, from every nation under heaven, ſhall croud _ 9 
into thy family, and repleniſh thy church; till they 
become like the ſtars of the iky, or the ſands of the lea 
for multitude; or even as numberlets as theſe fine ſpan- 
18 gles which now cover the face of nature. Behold then, 
pe obſtinately wicked, though you are not gathered, 
pet will the Saviour be glorious.“ His deſign ſhall not 8 
miſcarry, nor his labour prove abortive; though you | = 
= render it of none effect with regard to Fyourtelves. _ 
I hink not that Immanuel will want believers, or heaven 1 
inhabitants, becauſe you continue incorrigible. No; Y 
the Lamb that was ſlain, will * fee of the travail of | 
his ſoul, and be ſatisfied;' in © never-failing ſeries of | 
| 
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faithful people below, and an immenſe choir of glori- 
fed ſaints above; who ſhall form his retinue, and fur- 
round his throne, in ſhining and triumphant armies, 
= {ch as no man can number. one 
2X Here I was reminded of the various expedients which 
Providence, unſearchably wiſe, uſes to fructify both 
the material and intellectual world. Sometimes you 
ſhall have impetuous and heavy ſhowers burſting from 


them. At other times, theſe gentle dews are formed 


RE. 
4 
Py 


xn with inſenſible ſtilneſs; ſo ſubtle, that they deceive 
the niceſt eye; ſo ſilent, that they eſcape the moſt delicate 
ar. Vet thele very different operations concur in the 
ame beneficial end, and impart fertility to the lap of 
ure. So ſome have 1 known reclaimed from the 
ntruitful works of darkneſs by violent and ſevere means. 
1 in tnperior to all oppoſition. By this means ſhall he be thoroghly. 
—_ itn whatever he undertakes; and greatly triumphant ov er all lie 


nemiss. 
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The Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn hearts, as he 
addreſſed the Iſraelites at Sinai, with lightning in his 
eyes, and thunder in his voice. The mind, ſmit with 
a fenſe of guilt, and apprehenſive of eternal vengeance, 


our Faith, recal us from our wanderings, and re-unite 
us to Thy elf! Whether Thou alarm 88 thy terrors, 


with the {courges of conviction, or draw us with the 


S 


various, how © full and plenteous with all manver 
of Store!” Nature's whole wealth! What a rich and 


4d * all things living WUD flemeonſueſs. 
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trembled through all her powers; juſt as that ſtrong 
mountain tottered to its centre. Pangs and agonies | 
preceded their new birth. They travailed in pain, and 4 
were reduced to the foreſt extremities, before they found F 
reſt to their ſouls. Others have been recovercd from a # 
vain converſation, by methods more mild and attractive. 
The Father of Spirits applied himſelf to their tender 8 
conſciences in „a fill and ſinall voice.” His grace F 
came down as the rain into a fleece of wool, or as theſe , 
toftening drops that now water the earth. The kingdom p 
of God took place in their hearts without noiſe or ob- | 
ſervation. Phey paſſed from Death unto Life, from 7 
2 carnal to a regenerate Rate, by almoſt imperceptible "IN : 
2dvances. The tranfition reſembled the growth of corn; ur 7 
was very viſible when effected, though ſcarce ſenſible TE } 
While accompliſhing. O, thou Author and Finiſher off 8 1 


or allure us with thy Imiles; whet her Thou drive us 


cords of love; let us, in any-wiſe, return to Thee; 
for Thou art our ſupreme good; thou art our 8 


ö happine 8. 4 


Before I proceed further, let me nd PRE ne, 3 
and take one ſurvey of the neighhs during country. O! 
what a proſpect ruſhes upon my fight! how vait, how 


inexhauſtible magazine is here; furniſhing ſubſiſtence 4K 
for every creature! Methinks I read in theſe [paciovs 1 
volumes a moſt lively comment upon that noble ceic- 
bration of the Divine Beneficence ; He openeth his bank, | 


| Thete are thy elorio'is works, Parent of Cond, | 
Almgtty ! Thing this univerfal trale, SY = 
vs vw vnd'rous Fair” Thytel! how wong'raws then! Mi 
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The fields are covered deep, and ſtand thick with 


corn. They expand the milky grain to the ſun, in 
and a golden hue; that they may be qualified to fill the 
huſbandman's barns with plenty, and his heart with 
glaudnels. 85 | | 5 . 


level z decorated with an embroidery of the gayett 


which, converted into hay, will prove a moſt cemmo-— 


the verdure of the plain is killed by froſts, or buried in 
3 ſhows. A winding ſtream glides along the flowery 


3 margin, and receives the image ot the vending ties, 
pt and waters the roots of many a branching willow. | 
Lis ſtocked, no doubt, with variety of tiſh, that 
{4 afford a ſolitary diverſion to the angler, and nouriſh for 
13 


huis table a delicious treat. Nor is it the only merit of 


1 1 this liquid element to maintain the finny nations; it 
= allo carries clcanlineſs, and diſpenſes fruittulneſs, where- 
8 ever it tolls the cryſtal current.;. inf 5 
' The pattures, with their verdant mounds, chequer 


the proſpect, and prepare a ſtanding repaſt for our cat- 


ile. There © our oxen are made ſtrong to labour; 
= and our ſheep bring forth thouſands, and ten thouſands.” 


+ Y 


© There the horſe acquires vigour for the diſpatch of 


our buſineſs, and ſpeed to expedite our journeys. 


From thence the kine bring home their udders diſ- 


g tended with one of the richeſt and healthieſt liquors in 


the world. | 


XZ On ſeveral ſpots a grove of trees, like ſome grand 
olonnade, ereëts its towering head. Every one pro- 
WIS" 


4 ects a friendly ſhade for the beaſts, and creates a hoſ- 


2 Pitable lodging for the birds. Every one ſtands ready 


o turniſh timber for a palace; maſts for a navy; or, 
MPith a more condeſcending courteſy, fuel for our hearths. 
ne of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild uncultivated 


. - Injufſa vireſculit 


Cramina- 92. Virg. 


order to receive trem his beams a more firm conſiſtence, 


Yonder lie the meadows, ſmoothed into a perfect 
flowers, and loaded with * {poutaneous crops of herbage z 


dious proviſion for the barrenneſs of Winter; will 
ſupply with todder our ferviceable animals, when all 
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and cloud her poliſhed ſkin with blue. 
apples, that ſtaple commodity of our orchards, let no 
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beath, which, like well-diſpoted ſhades in painting, 
throws an additional luſtre on the more ornamented 
parts of the landicape. | 
of a foil, relative only, but real. There ſeveral valus- 


Nor is its uſefulneſs, like that 


able creatures are produced, and accommodated with- 


out any expence or care of ours. There likewiſe ſpring 
abundance of thoſe herbs, which aſſuage the ſmart of 
our wounds, and allay the fiery tumults of the fever ; 


which impart floridity to our circulating fluids, add a 


repair the decays of our enfeebled conltitutions. 


more vigorous tone to our active folids, and thereby 


Nearer the houſes we perceive a ſpacious ſpread of 
branches; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more amiable 
for their annual ſervices. A little while ago I beheld 
them; and all was one beauteous, boundleſs, waſte of 


bloſſoms. The eye marvelled at the lovely fight ; and 


the heart rejoiced in the proſpe& of autumnal plenty. 


But now the blooming maid 1s reſigned for the uſeful 


matron: the flower is fallen, and the fruits ſwells out on 
_ every twig. Breathe ſoft, ye winds! Oh, ſpare the 
tender fruitage, ye ſurly blaſts! Let the pear-tree ſuckle 


her juicy progeny till they drop into our hands, and 


diſſolve in our mouths. Let the plum hang unmoleſ- 


ted upon her boughs, till ihe fatten her delicious fleſh, 
Aud as for the 


injurious ſhocks precipitate them immaturely to the 
ground, till revolving ſuns have tinged them with a 


ruddy complexion, and concocted them into an exqui- 
ſite flavour, Then, what copious hoards, of what burni- 
ſhed rinds, and what delighttul reliſhes, will repleniſh the 
ſtore- room! Some to preſent us with an early enter- 
tainment, and refreſh our palates amidſt the ſultry 


heats: ſome, to borrow ripeneis from the falling 


inows, and carry autumn into the depths of winter: 
ſome, to adorn the ſalver, make a part of the deſſert, 
and give an agreeable * cloſe to our feaſts. Others, to 
fill our vats with a foaming flood; which, meliowed by 
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Uſque as Mal. Hor. 
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age, may ſparkle in the glaſs, with a livelineſs and de- 
licacy little inferior to the blood of the grape. 
I oblerve ſeveral ſmall inclotures, which ſeem to be 
apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the north; and, 
therefore, are defended, on that quaiter, by a thick 
wood, or a lofty wall. At the lame time they culti- 
vate an uninterrupted correſpondence with the ſouth, - 


and throw open their whole dimenſions to its friendly 


warmth. One, in particular, lies within the reach of 
a diſtinguiſhing view, and proves to be a kitchen- garden. 
It looks, methinks, like a plain and truitful republic. 
Whatever may reſemble the pomp of courts, or the 
enſigns of royalty, is baniſhed from this humble com- 
munity. None ot the productions of the olitory affect 
finery ; but all are habited with the very perfection of 
decency. Here thote celebrated qualities are eminently 
united, the utmolt ſimplicity with the exacteſt neatnels.+ 
A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the whole ground 
into narrow beds, and intervening alleys. The lame 
diſcreet management has afliyned to each verdant ta-_ 
mily a peculiar and diftinct abode. So that there is 
no confuſion amidſt the greateit multiplicity z becaule 
every irdividual knows its proper home, and all the 
tribes are ranged with perfect regularity. If it be 
pleaſing to bchold their orderly ſituation, and their mo- 
deſt beauties, how much moe delightful to conſider 
the advantages they yield! What a fund of choice ac 
commodations is here! what a fource of wholeſome + 
dainties! and all for the enjoyment of man. Wh 
does the parſley, with her frizzled Jocks, ſhag the bor- 
der; or why the celery, with ber whitening arms, per= 
forate the mould; but to render his ſoups favoury ? Ihe 
aſparagus ſhoots its tapering ſtems, to offer him the 
firſt-truits of the ſeaſon ; and the artichoke ſpreads its 
turgid top, to give him a treat of vegetable marrow. 
The tendrils of the I cucumber creep into the ſun; and, 
| e t Sunplex Mundi iis. Hor. Ds 


I Vril, with great concileneſs, and equal; ropriety, deſcribes the cucumber, 
| | Torte per Herbam | | 
Crefſceret in Verurem Gut. e Georg IV... 1 
e fy „ Ailtin. 
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tho ich baſking in its hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for their 
maſter, and harrel up for his ule, the moſt cooling 


5 Juices of the ſoil. The beans ſtand firm, like files of 


embattled troops; the peas reſt upon their props, like 


ſo many companies of invalids ; while both repleniſh 
their pods with the fatneſs of the earth, on purpoſe to 
pour it on their owner's table. Not one ſpecies, among 
all this variety of herbs, is a cumberer ot the ground. 
Not a fingle plant, but is good for food, or ſome way 


ſalutary. With ſo beneficent an ceconomy are the 
ſeveral periods of their miniſtration ſettled, that no 


portion of the year is left deſtitute of nouriſhing eſcu- 
lents. What is ſtill more obliging, every portion of 
the year affords {ſuch eſculents as are belt ſuited to the 
temperature of the air, and the ſtate of our bodies. 
Why then ſhould the poſſeſſor of fo valuable a ſpot 


envy the condition of kings, || fince he may daily walk 


amidſt rows of peaceable and obſequious, though mute, 


ſubjects; every one of which tenders him ſome agree- 
able preſent, and pays him a willing tribute; ſuch. as 
1s molt happily adapted both to ſupply his wants, and 
to regale his taſte; to furniſh him at once with plenty 
and with plealure ? „ „ 

At a diſtance one deſcries the mighty hills. They 
heave their huge ridges among the clouds; and look 
like the barriers of kingdoms, or the boundaries of 


Nature. Bare and deformed as their ſurface may ap— 
pear, their bowels are fraught with inward treaſures ! 


Treaſures, lodged fait in the quarries, or ſunk deep in 


the mines. From thence Induttry may draw her imple— 


ments to plow the ſoil, to reap the grain, and procure 
every neceſlary convenience. From thence, Art may 


Jlilton has (it we admit Dr. Bentley's alteration, which is, I think, in 
this place, unqueitionadly juſt) almoi tranſlated the Latin Poet: | 
8 N -----Forth crept SS 

The iwclling gourd- 


7 ar. Loſt, B. VII. I. 326, - 
Hic rarum tamen in Dumis Olus, albaque circum N 
Lilia, Verbenaſque premens, veicumgue Papaver, 

Regum xquavat Opes Aniinis: ſeraque revertens 

Nocte domum, Dapibus Menias onerabat inemptis, 
FORE bop: 8 Vir. Georg. IV. I. 135. 


r 
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organ, and form the nobler ornaments of politer life. 
On another ſide, the ' greet deep terminates the view. 
There go the ſhips : there is that Leviathan: and there, 


2nimals have their habitation, This is the capacious 
ciſtern of the univerſe 3 which admits, as into a recep— 
tacle, and difiributes, as from a reſervoir, whatever 
waters the whole globe. There is not a fountain, that 


vehicle of trade, and the uniter of diftant nations. To 
us it is peculiarly kind; not only as it wafts into our 


trenchment. + 


Methinks the view of this profuſe munificence in- 
ſpircs a ſecret delight, and kindles a diſintereſted good- 
8 wilt. While the little hills clap their hands, and 

= the luxuriant © yalleys laugh and ſimg;' who can for- 
—F vcear catching the general joy? Who is not touched 

with lively ſenſations of pleaſure 7 While the everlaſting. 
bb Father is ſcattering bleſſings through his own family, 


and crowning the year with his goodneſs, who does not 


+ WWhe'e Rampart was the Sea. Nahum, iii. 8. 


part of a garden, is yet neceſſary to complete its beauty. As uſctulnets 
33 the moit valuable property that can attend any produktion, this is the 
e:rcumitance chicfly touched upon in the ſurvey of the landicape, Th.cuyh 
= -Y<ry piece of this extenſwe and diverſified ſcene is caſt in the moit-Cic- 
and mould, yet nothing is calculated merely for ſhew and parade. You 
8 << icing formed in the tate of the oftentatious obeliik, pr inſignifcant 

= Pp ot the pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were admitted into that 


Penk the Mluker infinitely beneſicent, as well as incomparably magni- 
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tel her materials, to rear the dome, to ſwell the 


in that world of waters, an inconceivable number of. 
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gufhes in the untrequented deſart; nor a rivulet, that 
tows in the remoteſt continent; nor a cloud, that ſwims 
in the highcit regions of the firmament; but is fed by 
this all-repleniſhing ſource. The ocean is the grand 


ports the harveſt of every climate, and renders our 
tand rhe centre of traffic, but alſo as it fecures us 
trom foreign invaſions, by a tort of impregnable en- 


== feel his breaſt overflowing with a diffufive benevolence ?. 
== My heart, I muſt confels, beats high with ſatisfaction; 
and breathes out congratulatory wiſhes upon all the 


I hope this little excurſion into the country will not be looked upon as 
== 2 &parture from my ſubject; becauſe a rural view, though no ejjential 


eomtummate plan which regulated the {tructure of the univerſe. All the 
hates Of nature are no leis advanti cons than ornamental; fuch as“ 
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tenants of theſe rural abodes : (Peace be within your 
Walls, as well as plenteoulnets around your dwellings.” 
Live, ye highly favoured; live ſenſible of your benefits; 
and thankful to your Benefactor. Look round upon 
theſe prodigioully large incomes of the fruitful ſoil, and 
Call them (for you have tree leave) all your own. Only | 
let me remind you of one very important truth; let 
me ſuggeſt, and may you never forget, that you are 
_ obliged to Chrif? Feſus for every one of theſe accom- 


modations, which ipring from the OR car th, and 
| the ſmiling ſkies. 


1 k. 'brif + male them when they were not. He f 
fetched them up from utter darknels, and gave thein 
both their being and their beauty. He created the 
materials of which they are compoied ; and moulded 
them into this endleſs multiplicity of amiable forms, 
and uſeful ſubſtances. He arrayed the heavens with a 
veſture of the mildeſt blue; and cloathed the earth in 
a livery of the gayeſt green. His pencil ſtreaked, and 
his breath perfumed, whatever is beautitul or tragr ant 
in the univerſe. His ftrength fet faſt the mountains; 
his goodneſs garniſhed the vales; and the ſme touch 
which healed the leper, wrought the whole Viliole en 
into this complete per fection. 


2. Chriſt recovered them when they were forkeitedl. | 
By Adam's fin we lott our rigut to the comforts of 


+ When 1 aſcribe the For of creation to the Sen, I am far, very ſar, 
from offering to exclude the eternal Father, and ever. bleſſed i, from 
the ſame honour. The acts of tLoſe inconceivably glorious Pertons are, 
like their eff-nce, undivided ard one. But I cacole t gate the Important 
point in this manner, b:caule. this is the manifeſt dectrine of tlie New 
Teſtament; the expreſs, belief of our Church; and'a moſt noble pecullarity 
of tlie Goſpel Revelation. 1 chute it alto, becauſe 1 Would take every 
opportunity of inculcating and celebrating the divinity of the Redeemer x 
a truth that imparts an unutterable dignity to Chrittianity : A truth wich | 
lays a moſt immoveadble foundation for all the comfortabie hopes ot a 
Chriſtian: a truth which will render the myſtery of our redemption the 
wonder and delight of eternity: aud with this truth, every one will 
obſerve, my aſſertion is ei ably Lene 

If any ene quettions Whether this be the docttine of our Church, let 
the creed, Which we repeat 5 our mot tolemn devotions, de. ermine his 
doubt. I believe,” ſays that form of tound words, “ in one Lord Felus 


Chrit, very God of very God, by whom all things were mace.” tt :t be 
farther inquired, from whence the Nicene Fathers derived this article gf 
Lheir faith? 1 anſwer, from the writings of the beloved Ditcivle; who 
lay on the Saviour's boſom; and of th: at great Apottie Wio v as ca1g at up 
into the third Iicaven. Jon . . Colo, i. 1. | 
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Vie; and fruits of the ground. His diſobedience was 
the molt impious and horrid treaſon againt the King of 
Kings; conſequently his whole patrimony became 
confiſcated; as well the portion of tempor al good | 
_ things, ſettled upon the human race during their mino- 
ity, as that everlaſting heritage reſerved for their en- 
Jay ment when they ſhould come to full age. But the 
< ſeed of the woman, ' inſtantly interpoſing, took off the 
attainder, and redeemed the alienated inheritance: The 
fiſt Adam being diſinherited, the ſecond Adam + was 


2 3 i cinted Herr of all things, viſible as well as inviſible, 


And we hold our poſſeſſion of the former; we expect 
an inſtatement in the latter; purely by virtue of our 
ailiance to Him, and our union with Him. ; 

3. Chriſt upholds them, which would otherwiſe | 
tumble into ruin. By him,* ſays the Oracle of In- 
fpiration, © all things conſiſt. 1 His finger rolls the 
| teaſons round, and preſides over all the celeſtial revolu- 
tions. His finger winds up the wheels, and impels 
every ſpring of vegetative nature. In a word, the 
whole weight of the creation reſts upon his mighty arm, 
3nd receives the whole harmony of its motion from his 
unerring eye. This hahitable globe, with all its rich 
appendages, and fine machinery, could no more con- 
tue than they could create themſelves. Start they 


I Neb. i. 2. In this ſenſe, at leaſt, Chriſt is the Saviour ef all Men, 
The tor mer and latter rain; the precious, fruits of the earth: food to cat 
and raiment to put on. Alb theſe He purchaſed even for his irreclaimable 
ENEMIES. ey cat of bis bread, who lift up their heel againit him. 

We learn from hence; in what a peculiar and endearing light the Chrif- 
wn is to contemplate the things that are teen, Heathens might diſcover 
an eternal power, and infinite wikdomn, in the frutture of the univerſe; 

#:cathens might acknowledge a mo ttupendous liberality in the unre— 
erved grant of the whole fabric, with all its furniture, to the ſervice of 
Elan. But the Chridian ſhould ever Keep in mind his forfeiture of them, 
and the price paid to redeem them, He ſhould receive the gifts of indul- 
gen Provide ce, as the Iſfraelites received their law, from the hand of a 
Ale diator. Or rather, to him they ſhould come, not only muing from the 
res of an unbounded bounty, but ſwimming (as it were) in that er imſon 
Tide, Wel ſtr cumed from FFumanuel's veins. | 
„ Col. i. 47. 4 beg leave to ſubjoin St, Chry ſoſtom's pertinent and 
beautiful note pon-the paſſage; by which it will appcar, that the ſenti- 
ment of thete ſections is nat merely a private opinion, but the avowed © 
Yee ict of the Primiti ve Church. Tales. ſays the eloquent Father, 

üg Avio x; = 0 n Wa YO UTY ar, L [40v9y als; 5 avi EX TY JAE 0) T0, fog 
OTE 12 gz, N tau aruios avice oulk; A VUy. W es (ev &TITTRT 13 
rut 2v's 775 30G; GM Ne *. der I. | 


— —— 


—̃— . —— . — 


REFLECTIONS. 


weald into inſtant confuſion, or drop into their primi- 
tive nothing, did not his power ſupport, and his wif- 
dom regulate, them every moment. In conformity to 
his will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable in their or- 


ders; and wait only for his lovereign nod, to tall away 
like water that runneth apace.? | 
7 I Chriſt * actuates them, which would other wiſe be 
lifeleſs and inſignificant. Penſioners they are, conſtant 
penſioners, on his bounty; ; and borrow their all from 


his tulneſs. He only has life; and whatever operates, 


operates by an emanation from his all- lutficiency. Dots 
the grape refreſh you with its enlivening juices? It is 
by a warrant received, and virtue derived, from the 


_ Redeemer. Does bread ltrengthen your heart, and 
prove the ſtaff of your life? Remember, that it is bf 
the Saviour's appointment, and through the eſficaſ yy, 


DO 


ot his operation. You are charmed with his melody, 
when the © time of the ſinging of birds is come, and the 
voice of the nightingale is heard in your land.“ You 
taſte his goodneſs in the luſcious fig, the melting peach, 


and the muſky flavour of the apricot. You ſmell his 


ſweetneſs in the opening a e and every odo- 
riferous ſhrub. 


Could theſe creatures ſpeak for 8 they 


would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all ſufficiency of their o, &, 


and aſcribe the whole honour to their Maker. We 


are ſervants,” would they ſay, © of Him who died for 


you. Ciſterns only, dry ciſterns in ourſelves, we tranſ- 
mit to mortals no more than the uncreated Fountain 
transfuſes into us. Think not that from any ability 
of our own, we furniſh you with aſſiſtance, or admini- 
ſter to your comfort, It is the divine energy, the di- 


vine energy alone, that works in us, and does you 
good. We ſerve you, O ye lons of men, that you may 
| love Him who placed us in theſe ſtations. O! love 


* John v. 17. My father worketh hit. erto, and 1 work ; or, | exert that 
unremitting and unwearied energy which is the life of the Creation, -- 
Thus the words are parapnralet by a matterly expoſitor, who has illuſ- 


trated the life of our viefied Lord, in tne mot elegant taſte of criticitm ;_ 


with the mott amiable ſpirit of devotion ; and without any mixture of the 


malignant leaven, or low 8 ot a a SEC tile . AN 
| Ser, Vol, 1. Sect, bo; | 


the lawn, or ſtroll along the foreſt g 
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the Lord, therefore, all ye who are ſupported by our 


miniſtry; or elſe we ſhall + groan, with indignation and 
regret, at your abuſe of our ſervices. Uſe us, and 


welcome; for we are yours, if ye are Chriffs. Crop 


our choiceſt beauties; rifle all our treaſures 3 accom- 


modate yourſelves with our moſt valuable qualities; 
only let us be incentives to your gratitude, and motives 85 
to your obedience,” 


Having ſurveyed the ſpacious ky, and ſent a glance 


round the inferior creation, it is time to deſcend from 


this eminence, and confine my attention to the beau- 
tiful ſpot below. Here nature, always pleaſing, every 
where lovely, appears with peculiar attractions. Von- 
der ſhe ſeems dreſſed in her diſhabille; grand, but ir- 


regular. Here ſhe calls in her handmaid Art, and 
ſhines in all the delicate ornaments which the niceſt. 


cultivation is able to convey, Thole are her common 
apartments, where ſhe lodges her ordinary gueſts; 


this is her cabinet of curioſities, where ſhe entertains 


her intimate acquaintance. My eye ſhall often expa- 
tiate over thoſe ſcenes of univerſal fertility z my feet 
ſhall ſometimes bruſh through the thicket, or traverſe _ 
glade; but to this 
delightful rareat ſhall be my chief reſort. Thither 
will I make excurſions, but here will I dwell. 

If, from my low proccedure, I may form an alluſion | 


to the moſt exalted practices. I would obſerve, upon 


this cccafior, that the celebrated Eraſmus, and our 
judicious Locke, having trod the circle of the ſciences, 
ard ranged through the hole extent of human litera- 
ture, at length betock themiclves lolely to the Bible. 
Leaving the ages of antiquity, they ſat inceſſantly at_ 
the lect of Fejus, Wiſely they withdrew from that 
r multiplicity of learning, from thoſe endleis 

zucts of amving erudition, where noxious weeds are 
mixed with wholeſime herbs; where is generally a 
nuch! larger growth of prickly fi ubs than of fruitful 
hos Ss. I hev ſpent their molt maine hcurs in thote 


„a cud f gurus which God's own Wit dom N By 


7 Rom. 112, 22. 
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5 | 
which G od's own Spirit watereth, and in which Ges. 


own Son is continually walking; where He meetcib 


thoſe that ſeek Him; and revealeth to them the glories ; 
: ot his perſon, and the riches of his goodnels. 


Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my days! 


Having juſt taſted (what they call) the politer ltudics, 
1 would now devote my whole application to the lively | 


Oracles. From other purſuits I might glean, per- 
haps, a few ſcattered fragments of low, of Jean, ef 


| unſatisfactory inſtruction, From this T truſt to reap « 
| harveſt of the ſublimeſt truths, the noblett improve 


ments, and the pureſt joys *. Wait me then, 0“ 
watt my mind to Sion's conſecrated bowers. Let m 


thoughts perpetu: ally rove through the awfully- pleafing 
walks of inſpiration. Here grow thoſe heaven. hor: 
plants, the trees of Life and Knowledge ; whole ambro- 


tial fruits we now may * take, and cat, and live fx 


ever.” Here flow thoſe precious ſtrcams of grace a, 
righteoufneſs, whoſe living waters © whoſoever drinks, 
ſhail thirſt no more. And what can the fables cr 


Grecian ſongs, or the fineſt pages of Roman eloquence ; 


what can they exhibit in any degree comparable 10 
thele matchlets prerogatives of Revelation? There. 


fore, though I ſhould not diſhke to pay a viſit now-and- 


then to my heathen maſters,. I would live with the pro- 


phets and apoſtles. With thoſe I would carry on tome 
occaſional correſpondence 3 ; but theſe ſhould be my bo- 
tom friends; my inſepar able erase 15 my delig! Sr, 


and my counſellors.” | 
Whit (weets are theſe which ſo agreeably (al ute my 


noſtrils? They are the breath of the flowers, the in- 


cenle ot the garden. How liberally does the jeſſamiue 


diſpenſe her odor iterous riches: How dceliciou! ly has 


the woodbine erabelmed this morning walk! The air i 


all perfume, And is not this another moſt engag ing 
argument to forlake hz bed of tloth ? Who would jr. 


diilolyed i; ſenſeleſs flumbers, while fo many bre. athin 
iwcets invite him to a tealt of tragrancy ? Eſpecial y 


* could dectiur, Veriter s „ and erdrit ir. f ber ita AJuicſt 34 8 
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conſidering, that the advancing day will exhale the vo- 


latile dainties. A fugitive treat they are, prepared only 


for the wakeful and induſtrious. Whereas, when the 
Nuggard lifts his heavy eyes, the flowers will droop 
their fine ſcents be diffipated 3 and, inſtead of this re- 


treſhing humidity > the air will become a Kind of liquid 


WF ad 
> 


tion of the molt -harming pieces of morning lcenery, the 


delcription, of thele rural images, that I cannot excuſe 
mytelt without repeating the whole paſſage. Whiſper 


cations! 


Awake: The morning + Mines, and the freſh felt. 
Calls you: Ye lole the prime, 10 mark how {pting 
Ihe tended plants, how blows the citron grove; 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed; 5 
How nature paints her colours; how the doe 

Sits on the. loom, extracting liquid Iwecels * 


's "How delightful i is this fragrance ! It is dias ibuted in 
the niceſt proportion ; neither ſo ſtrong as to oppreſs the 

organs, nor fo faint as to elude them. We often fit 
ou cloyed and ſated at a ſumptuous banquet z but this plea- 


Here luxury itſelf is innocent and refined; or rather, 
in this cale, indulgence is incapable of excels. T ls 
balmy enter tainment not only regales the tenſe, but Þ 


WE tacritice which was once made in behalf of offending 
mortals: I mean the ſacrifice of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
when He offered up Himſelf to Ged, * tor a (vweet- timel- 
ling lavour.* For ſuch the * spirit Hy les that won— 
dertul oblation; as if no image, in the whole ienſible 
creation, was ſo proper to give us an idea of the inet 
table latisfaction which the Father of Mercies | cou- 


* Milton's Par Ac, iſe Log, Bc U Sort 
'S Oin tne: J. AG eiae 1— 0 uot [tx is 13% talk, Finds XXVII. 9. 
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With this very motive, heightened by a repre ſenta- ; 


Parent of Mankind awakes his lovely conlort. T here 
is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and to much life in the 


it, ſome friendly genius, in the ear of every one, that 
is now ſunk in 5 5 and loſt to all thele noble Sratifi- 


ture never loſes its poignancy, never palls the appetitc. 


chears the very ſoul ; and, inſtead of clogging, elates 
its powers. It puts me in mind of that ever- memorthle ; 
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Knowied gments, added to the moſt coſtly offerings, from 
men of defiled hands, and unclean lips; what could 
they have effected? A Prophet introduces the High 


ſelf away from ſuch filthy rags; turning Himſelf away 
with a di{dainful abhorrence, * as from the noiſome 


nels, in Chriſt”s conſummate obedience, in Chris 1 
moſt precious blood-ſhedding ; O ! with what unima- 


geance acquieſce! All thy works, O thou ſurety tor 
ruined ſinners! all thy ſufferings, O thou ſlaughtered 
Lamb of God“ as well as all thy garments, 0 thou 


and caſſia They are infinitely more grateful to the 
Eternal Godhead than the choiceſt exhalations of the 


5 the human noſtrils. 


world. In this may my ſoul be intereſted! By this 


whatever I perform. My moſt profound adorations, 
and ſincereſt acts of religion, mu{ not preſume to chal- 
Tenge a reward, but humbly implore forgiven eſs: 4 
| Renouncing, therefore, OT: in wary inttance of du- 


he ſo juſtly and beautifully utters his own: 


98 | REFLECTIONS | 
ceived from that unparalleled atonement, as the pleaſing 
fen(arions which ſuch rich pertumes are capable of rail- 
ing. Thouſands of rams, and ten thouſands of rivers 
of oil, from an apoſtate world; the moſt ſubmiſſive ac- 


and Lofty One, that inbabiteth eternity,” turning Him- 
ſteams of a dunghill. But in Chriſt's immaculate holi- 


ginable complacency does jultice reſt ſatisfied, and ven- 


— PP 


Bridegroom of thy Church ! + ſmell of myrrh, aloes, 


garden, than all the odours of the ſpicy eaſt can be to 


As the altar of old fanRified the gift, ſo this i is the 3 
great propitiation which recommends the obnoxious 
perſons, and unprofitable fervices, of the believing 


may it be reconciled to the Father! There is tuch a 
leprous depravity cleaving to my nature, as pollutes 


. | 
+ G — e 1 1 Wo" 


* Amos v. 21. 22. 


+ Pſalm xIvi. 9. 
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t A writer of diftingniſhed ſuperiority thas addreſſes the great Obſerver i 
of Actions, and Searcher of Heats; aid vindicates my leatiments, white = 1 


IL. ook down. Great Cl, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 
Ou a poor brett; 2 DAFTICIC in duſt. 


His crunes tor ; foryive us virtues tooz 
Thols ble ie nat cohverts io the right, 


* Th «ety, No. IX, 
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ty, diſclaiming all ſhadow of confidence“ in any deeds 
ot my own, may I, now and evermore, be accepted 
through the beloved! 5 85 
What colours, what charming colours, are here! 
Theſe, ſo nobly bold; and thoſe, fo delicately languid. 

What a glow 1s enkindled in fome } what a glols ſhines 
upon others! In one, methinks, I ſee the ruby, with 
her bleeding radiance z in another, the {apphire, with 
her ſky-tin&ured blue: in all, ſuch an exquihre richnets _ 
of dyes, as no other {et of paintings in the univerſe can 
boalt. F With what a maſterly ixill is every one of the 
varying tints diſpoſed! Here they ſcem to be thrown on 
with an eaſy daſh of ſecurity and freedom; there they 
are adjuſted by the niceſt touches of art and accuracy. 
Thoſe which form the ground are always fo judiciouſly 
choſen as to heighten the Jultre of the fuperadded 
figures; while the verdute of impalement, or the ſhadings . 
of the foliage, impart new livelinets to the whole. In- 
deed, whether they are blended or arranged, ſoftened or 
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2 contraſted, they are manifeſtly under the conduct of a 
oh taſte that never miſtakes; a telicity that never falls 
2X ſhort of the very perfection of elegance. How inimi- 


tably fine is the texture of the web on which theſe ſnin- 
ing treaſures are diſplayed! What are the labours of 
the Perſian looms, or the boaſted commoditics of Bruſ- 
ſels, compared with theſe curious manufactures of na- 
ture? Compared with theſe, the mott aumured chintzs 


* See Page 44 and 45 in the ſecond Edition of a mot candid and ev an- 
gelicat little rreatife, called Chriſtianity the Great Ornament of Human Lite. 
de If Chriſtians happily avoid the dangerous extreme, and too often fatal 
rock of a dead, fruitieis faith on the one hand, He [i. e. Satan] will en- 
deavour, by all kind of plauſible inſinuations, to ſplit them on the oppo- 
ſite, viz. ſpiritual pride, oftentation, and dependence on their works, as 
: if theſe were the meritorious, or procuring cauie of all true peace, hope, 
88 conlolation, and divine acceptance. Now this ſelf- dependence may be 
ranked among the moſt dangerous of the infernal politics, bccaule the tatal 
"8 poiſon lies deep, and too often undiſcerned.” | Ct 


+ ----------- Who can paint 
Like nature? Can imagination boaſt, 

Amid his gay creat on, hues like theſe? _ 
And can he mix them with that maichleſs ſkill, 

And ay them on ſo delzcately fine, 5 
And loſe them in each other, às appears . 

In ev'ry bud that bluws f--» Thomſ. Spring. 

| 3 ũ ́ͥU | 


r — 2 — 


1000 REFLECTIONS 


would loſe their reputation; even ſuperfine cambricks 


appear coarſe as canvas in their preſence, 
What a chearing argument does our Saviour derive 


from hence, to ſtrengthen our afhance in God! He di- 
rects us to learn a leſſon of Heaven-depending faith from 
every bird that wings the air, and from every flower 


that bloſſoms in the field. If Providence, with unre- 


mitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior creatures, and ar- 
rays theſe inſenſible beings with ſo much ſplendor, 
 turely, He will in no-wite with-hold from his elect 


children, © Bread to eat, and raiment to put on.“ O 


ye faithful followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every low 


anxiety relating to the needful ſuſtenance of life. He 
that feeds the ravens from an inexhauſtible magazine; 


_ He that paints tlie plants with ſuch ſurpaſſing elegance; 
in ſhort, He that provides ſo liberally both for the ani- 
mal and vegetable parts of His creation; will not, can- 


not, neglect His own people. Fear not, little Flock, 
ye peculiar objects of Almighty Love! it is your Fa- 


ther's good pleaſure to give you a kingdom. * And, 
if He freely gives you an ever 
He will certainly allow you all neceſſary conveniencies 


aſting kingdom hereafter, 


n EE WV. > | 5 
One cannot forbear reflecting, in this place, on the 


too prevailing humour of being fond and oſtentatious 
of drels: F What an abject and miſtaken ambition 


+ Mr. Addiſon has a fine remark on a famous female warrior celebrated 
by Virgil, He obſerves, that, with all her other great qualities, this lit- 


_ te foible mingled itieif, Becauſe, as the Poet relates, an intemperale 
. fondneſs for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of armour betrayed her into ruin. In 


this circumttance, our critic diſcovers a moral concealed ; this he admires 


as aneat, though oblique, jatire on that trifling paſnon. Spec?. Vol. I. No. 15. 


I would refer it to the judicious reader, whether there is not a beauty 
of tlie ſame kind, but touched with a more maſterly hand, in the Song ot 


Deborah. Speaking of Siſera's mother, the ſacred eucharittic ode repreſents 


her, as anticipating, in her fond fancy, the victory of her ſon; and induly- 
ing the following toliloquy : „“ Have not they ſped? Have not they di- 


__ vided the prey? To Siſera a prey of divers colours; a prey of divers co- 


Jours of needle-work ; of divers colours of needle-work on both fides ; 
mcet for the necks of them that take the ſpoil ?? She takes no notice ot 
the lignal fervice he would do his country, by quelling ſo dangerous an 


inſurrectjon; gever once reflects on the preſent acclamations, the Future 


a1vancement, and the eternal praiſe, which are the utual acknowledg- 


-Mcnts of an illuftrious conqueror's merit. She can conceive nothing Pn 
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. ON A FLOWER-GARDEN, 101 
is this! how unworthy the dignity of immortal and the 
witdom of rational beings ! eſpecially, ſince thete little 
productions of the earth have indiſputably the pre-emi- 


nence in ſuch outward embelliſhments, Go; cloathe 
thyſelf with purple and fine linen; trick thytelf up in 


al] the gay attire that the ſhuttle or the needle can fur- 
niſh 3 yet know, to the mortification of thy vanity, that 
the native elegance of a common daily * ecliples all 
this elaborate finery. Nay, wert thou decked like {ome 

iaſtrious princels on her, coronation-day, in all the 
ſplendor of royal apparel, couldſt thou equal even Solo- 
mon in the height of his magnificence and glory, yet 
would the meaneſt among the flowery populace outthine 
thee, Every diſcerning eye would give the preference to 
thete beauties of the T ground. Scorn then to burrow 
thy recommendations trom a neat diſpoſition cf threads, 
and a curious arrangement of colours. Aſſume a be- 

coming greatneſs of temper : let thy endowments be of 
the immortal kind: ftudy to be all-glorious within: 
be cleathed with humility : wear the ornament of a. 
meek and quiet ſpirit. || To ſay all in a word, Put on 
than to be clad in an embroidered veſture; and to trail along the ground 
a robe of the ricket dyes. Tunis is, in her mnagination, the moit noble 
ipoil he can win; the moſt diſtinguithing trophy he can ercct. It is alto 
obſervable, how ſhe dwciis upon the trivial ciicumſtance; reitering it 
again and again. It has jo charmed her i noble heart, jo enurely engiol- 
ed her little views, that ihe can th ik of nothing elie; ſpeak of nothing 
elſe; and can hardly ever deſiſt from the darling topic. ls rot tins a keen 


tho delicately couched cenſure 0: that poor, contemptible, grovclling taite, . 


which is enamoured with filken ſinery, and makes the attributes of a 
butterfly the idol of its affections? 3 | 
How peculiarly corſpicuous is the clevated an 


d magnificent ſpirit of 


that venerable mother in Iſracl, When viewed in cempasiſon with the low, 


the idie turn of this Canaanitiſi lady ! Such firony ard beautitul contraſts 
are, I think, {ume ot the moit ſtriking excellencies of puctic painting: 
and in no book are they more frequently uſed, or cx preffed wich greater 
life, than in the ſacred volumes of inſpiration. . LD 
* Pcaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care lo toil; - 
Fet with confets'd magnificerce. deride NT 
Our mean attire, and impotence of pride, Prior. | 
+ Mr. Cowley, with his utual brilliancy ot imagination, files them. 
ſtars of earth. 1 | 
|| How beautifully. c » + ihe Prephet deſcribe the furniture of a renewed 
and heavenly mind, under the i64litude of aricn ad comple e 1uit of ar- 
parel! „Iwill greatly rejoice in the Lud yg my foil 5 all be joyful in uV 
Ged 5 for He hath cloathed me with the garments of Jalvation ; He batn 
covered me with the robe of rig}.tcouinoz,' as a bridegroom decketh him- 
lelf with @rnamcnts, and as à bride adorncth. hericut with lier Jewels. 
Uai, Ixi. 10. Ts "I's ; | ns 
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the Lord Yeſus Chriſt : 4 Let his blood be ſprinkled u up- 


on thy conſcience, and it ſhall be whiter than the virgin 
ſyows : Let his righteouinels, like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn 
thy inner man, and thou ſhalt be amiable even in the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing eye of God, Let his bleſſed ſpirit 
dwell in thy heart, and, under his ſanctitying opera- 


tions, thou ſhalt be made partaker of a divine nature, 
Theſe are real excellencies; truly noble accompliſh- 


ments theſe. In this manner be arrayed, be beautitied 3 
and thou wilt not find a rival in the fathers of a pea- 
cock, or the foliation of a tulip. Theſe will exalt thee 


far above the low pretenſions of lace and embroidery. 


Theſe will prepare thee to Rand in the Beatific Preſence, 


and to take thy ſeat among the angels of light. 


What an inchanting ſituation is this! One can ſcarce 
be melancholy within the atmoſphere of flowers: ſuch 
lively hues, and delicious odours, not only addreſs. 
' themſelves agreeably to the ſenſes, but touch, with 3 

ſurpriſing e the ſweeteſt movements of the 
Wind 1 | | 


— To the Heart inſpiring 2 | 
Vernal * delight and joy. _ Milton, B. lv. 


How often have I felt them diſſipate the gloom of 
| thought, and transfuſe a ſudden gaiety through the 
dejected ſpirit ! I cannot wonder that kings deſcend from 
their thrones to walk amidit blooming ivory and gold; 


or retire from the molt ſumptuous ſeats, to be recreated 


with the more refined ſweets of the garden. I cannot 
wonder that queens forego, for a while, the compli- # 
ments of a nation, to receive the tribute of the par- 


terre; or withdraw from all the glitter of a court, to 


be attended with the much more ſplendid equipage of a 


1 Rom. iii. 14. 


* 1 would have my reader endeavour to moralize this natural plea- 
ſure of the ſonl, and to. improve this vernal delight, as Ailton calls it, into 


a chrigian virtue. When we find owſ-lves inſp:red with this pleaſing in- 
#inct, this tecret ſatisfaction and complacency, ariſing from the beauties 


of the creition, let us confider to whom we ſtand indebted for all theiz - 


entertainments of ſeni., and who it is that thus ens his hand, and fills 
the World with good. Such an habitual diſputt. ;,n of mind cunfecratez 
every field and vo; 4; turns an oidinaty walk into 2 morning or evening 
ſacrifice z and will; more, ve thoſe tranſient vleame, v hich natur Ally brighten 


uh and retieth tha 580 un tuch oc. lions, In: a; 1 inviolabſe and perpetual 


ac of blits and happined,” 5 He 7. Vol. V. Jo. 303. 
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bed of flowers. But if this be ſo pleaſing, what tranf- 


porting pleaſure muſt ariſe from the fruition of un- 


created excellency ! O, what unknown delight, to enter 
into thy immediate preſence, molt Bleſſed ord God! 


To ſee Thee, * thou King of Heaven, and Lord of 


Glory, no longer © through a glaſs darkly, but face to 
face!“ To have all thy goodneſs, all thy greatnels, 
ſhine before us; and be made glad for ever with the 


brighteſt diſcovery of thy per fections, with the incfia- 


ble joy of thy countenance! 


"This we cannot bear in our preſent imper fe ſtate, 


| The effulgence of unveiled divinity would dazzle a mor- 
tal ſight: Our fecble faculties would be overwhelmed 


with ſuch a fulneſs of ſuper-abundant bliſs ; and muſt 


lie oppreſſed under ſuch „ an exceeding great, eternal, 
weight of Glory.” But, « when this corruptible hath 
put on incorruption,”” the powers of the ſoul will be all 
invigorated; and theſe earthly tabernacles * trans- 


formed into a likeneſs with Chriſt's glorious Body.” 


Then, though + * the moon ſhall be confounded, and 
the ſun aſhamed,“ when the Lord of Hoſts is revealed 
from heaven, yet ſhall his faithful people be enabled to 
ſee Him as He is. 1 | 

Here then, my wiſhes, have be fixed ; * this your | 
determined and invariable aim: here give a looſe to 
; your whole ardour: cry out, all that is within me, in 
tlie language of inſpiration, This one thing have ] de- 
fired of the Lord, which, with inceſſant carneſtneſs, 
1 will require, that I may dwell in the celeſtial houſe 
of the Lord all the days of my future life to behold 


the fair beauty of the Lord, || and to contemplate, with 


wonder and adoration, with unſpeakable and everlaſt- 
ing rapture, all the attributes of the RAID 
Godhead. | 


+ latch repreſents the felicity. of the ods, in the everlating | 
world, by this elevant and ami.ble image; „ Thine eyes thall ſee the k. n 


in his beauty.” Aft touches the fame ſubject with turpr? img CCVALION 


1 with G 


High in lalvation, and the climes of bliſs. 
Words w. hich; like the fiery car, alinoft ani, ort our aifettions to thoſe. 
- #1071008 mannons. | .li. XXXiii. „„ At $7. 


t Hai, xxivs 23. l jonn ii. U Pal, XXV11, 
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Solomon, 2 moſt penetrating judge of human nature, 
knowing how much mankind is charmed with the fine 


qualities of flowers, has figured out the Blefſed Jeſus, 
that © faireſt among ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely 


repreſentatives. He ſtiles him“ The Role of Sharon, 
and The Lily of the Vallies : + like the one, full of 


delights and communicable graces ; like the other, ex- 
alted in majeſty, and complete in beauty, In that 


ſacred paſtoral he ranges the creation, borrows its moſt 
finiſhed forms, and dips his pencil in its choiceſt dyes, 


to preſent us with a ſketch of the amiableneſs of his 
perſon ; His amiableneſs, who is the light of the world, 


the glory of his church, the only hope, the ſovereign 


con!olation, of ſinners; and high, infinitely high, not 


only above the nobleſt compariſon, but even “above 


all bleſſing and praiſe.” May I alſo make the ſame 
heavenly uſe of all ſublunary enjoyments! Whatever 


is pleaſurable or charming below, let it raiſe my deſires 


to thoſe ſublime delights which are above; which will 


yield, not partial, but perfect felicity; not tranſient, 
but never-ending, ſatisfaction and joy, Yes, my ſoul, 
let theſe beauties in miniatufe always remind thee of 


that glorious ger ſon, in whom * dwells all the fulneſs 


of the Godhead bedily.* Let thele little emanations 


teach thee to thirſt after the eternal fountain: Oh! 


may the creatures be thy conſtant clue to the Creator! 


For this is a certain truth, worthy thy moſt frequent 


recollection and atrentive confideration, that the whole 


Malus ut arboribus decor; eſt, ut v itibiis una, 
 Utque roj@ cam is, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic Chrittus decus onne ſuis.——— 


+ By the lily of the vallies, I apprehend, is meant, not the flower 


Which commonly pafſes under that dcnemination, and is cCompuratively 
mean, but the grand, majeſtic, garden-jily, growing in a rich irrigucus 


ſoil, where it floarithes in the moſt ample manner, and arrives at the 
nięheſt perfection. The c:ircumitance of the vailies, added by the ſacred 


writer, is ſignificant not of the ſpecies, but of the place. This is by 
far the nobleſt interpretation, and moſt exactiy ſujtub.e to the ſpiritual 


ſenile ; vw hich intimates, Lat the blefied Jefus delights to dwell, by the 


communication of his {pirit, in humble hearts,--->-"F2E2PT) Nau, 
Lilium Vallibus gaudenss | | | | 
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compaſs of finite perfection is only a faint ray * ſhot 


from that immenſe ſource, is only a ſmall drop derived 


from that inexhauſtible ocean, of all good. | 
What a ſurpriſing variety is obſervable among the 


flowery tribes ! How has the bountiful hand of Pro- | 
vidence diverſified theſe niceſt pieces of his workman- 

ſhip ! added the charms of an endleſs novelty to all 
their other perfections! Becauſe a conſtant uniformity 


would ſoon render the entertainment tireſome or inſipid ; 


therefore, - every ſpecies exhibits ſomething entirely 
new. The faſhion ſpreads not from family to family; 


but every one has a mode of its own, which is truly 


original. The moſt curſory glance perceives an appa- 
| rent difference, as well as a peculiar delicacy, in the 
_ airs and habits, the attitude and lineaments, of every 


diſtinct claſs, 


Some rear their heads with a majeſtic mien, and over 
look, like ſovereigns or nobles, the whole parterre. 
Others ſeem more moderate in their aims, and advance 
only to the middle ſtations ; a genius turned for heral- 


dry would term them, The gentry of the border. 
While others, free from all aſpiring views, creep un- 
ambitiouſly on the ground, and look like the common- 


alty of the kind. Some are interſe&ed with elegant 
ſtripes, or ſtudded with radiant ſpots. Some affect to 
be genteelly powdered, or neatly fringed ; while others 
are plain in their aſpect, unaffected in their dreſs, and 
content to pleaſe with a naked ſimplicity. Some aſſume 


the monarch's purple; ſome look moſt becoming in the 
virgin's white; but black, doleful black, has no ad- 


mittance into the warbrobe of ſpring. The weeds of 
inourning would be a manifeſt indecorum when nature 
holds an univerſal feſtival. She would now inſpire none 


but delightful ideas, and therefore always makes her 


Appearance in ſome + amiable ſuit. Here ſtands a 


* Thou fitt't above all heav' "8 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 
In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe 3 
Thy goodneſs bey ond thought, and pow! r divine, 
. Bock v. 
1 -Nunc fermeſiſimms annum. Virg. 
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warrior, clad with crimſon; there fits a magiſtrate, 
robed in ſcarlet 3 and yonder ſtruts a pretty fellow, 

that ſeems to have dipped his plumes in the rainbow, 
and glitters in all the gay colours of that reſplendent 


arch. Some riſe into a curious cup, cr fall into a ſet 
of beautiful bells: ſome ſpread themſelves in a ſwelling 
tuft, or croud into a delicious clutter. In ſome, the 
predominant ſtain ſoftens by the gentleſt diminutions, 
till it has even ſtole away from itſelf. The eye is 


. amuſed at the agrecable deluſion ; and we wonder to 


find ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed into a quite different 
luſtre. In others, you would think the five tinges 
were emulous of pre-eminence: diſdaining to mingle, 
they confront one another, with the reſolut ion of rivals, 
determined to diſpute the prize of beauty; while each is 
improved, by the oppoſition, into the higheſt vivacity 
JJJ;ĩẽ u4ö] . 8 
How manifold are thy works, * O Lord! multiplied 
even to a prodigy. Yet in wildom, conſummate wil- 
dom, haſt thou made them all. How 1 admire the 

vaſtneſs of the contrivance, and the exactneſs of the 
execution! Poor man with difficulty accompliſhes a ſin- 
gle work: hardly, and after many efforts, does he ar- 
rive at a tolerable imitation of ſome one production of 
nature. But the Almighty Artiſt ſpoke millions of 
ſubſtances into inſtantaneous being; all wonderfully 
various, all completely perfect. Repeated experiments 
generally diſcover errors in our happieſt inventions, 


But theſe fine ſtructures have pleated for almoſt fix thou- 


ſand years; and no ÞF fault been diſcovered in the ori- 
ginal plan, no room for the leait improvement upon 
the firſt model. All our performances, the more mi- 
nutely they are ſcanned, the more impertect they appear. 
But, with regard to theſe delicate objects, the more 
we ſearch into their properties, the more we are raviſh- 


ed with their graces ; they are {ure to dilclole treſh 


P Palin civ. 24 


4 Feelej.. iii. 14. 1 know, that whatſocver Geg doth, it ſhall ba for 
- ever : Nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it. 
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ſtrokes of the mol? maſterly ſkill, in proportion to the 


attention with which they are examined. 


Nor is the ſimplicity of the operation leſs aſtoniſhing 
than the accuracy ot the workmanſhip, or the infinj- 


tude of the effects. Should you atk, Where, and 
what, are the materials that beautify the blooming 
world? What rich tints, what ſplendid dyes, what 


ſtores of ſhining crions, ſtand by the Heavenly Limner, 8 


when he paints the robe of nature ?? » Tis anſwered, 
his powerſul pencil needs no ſuch coſtly apparatus. A 


4 jingle principle, under bis conducting hand, branches 


out into an immeniity of the molt varied and moſt 


| finiſhed forms, The moiſture of the earth, and cir- 
cumambient air, paſſed through proper ſtrainers, and 
MF il, oled! in a range of pellucid tubes ; this performs all 
the w :onders, and produces all the beauties, of vege- 


tation. This creeps along the fibres of the low-ſpread 
moſs, and climbs to the very to;-s of the lofty-waving 


cedars. This, attracted by the root, circulatin 


through inviſible canals, and pervading the ſubſtance 


1 of the minuteſt twigs, burſts into gems, expands itſelf 


into leaves, and cloathes the foreſt with all its verdant 
honours, This ons * plain and ſimple cauſe gives 


1 birth to all the charms which deck the youth and ma- 
turity of the year. This bluſhes in the early hepatica, 


and flames in the late-a:iyancing poppy. This reddens 


into blood in the veins of the mulberry ; and attenuates 
ES itſelf into leaten gold, to create a covering for the 
W quince. This breathes in all the fragrant gales of our 
garden; ond weeps odlorous gum in the groves of Arabia. 
80 5 wonderful 1s our Creator i in countel, aud ſo excel- 
lent in work ing! 


In a grove of tullf's, or a knot of file, one per- 


13 ceives A difference 1 in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
1 uy two are turned and tinciured exactly alike: each 


„When every ſeveral effect has a Particular ſeparate cauſe, this 
ves do picature to the ip: ator, as not ditcovering conti ace. But 


au work is veneld with admira ton and delight, as the refult of deep 


ountel, wh:ca is compi cated 1n its parts, and vet fumple mn ts operations; 
* Hiirre 4 | great VAT) of Mts are ſcen to ariſe from one principle « 84 
lag nm y.“ : ; Adbernethz on the Attribuces, 
EN + Vat, XXviii. 2. 9. 


| though we vary in punctilios. 
lation, and intermingle intereſts ; diſcover no eſtrange- 


tion. 
Divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of heart, and 
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allows himſelf a little particularity in his dreſs, though 


all belong to one family; ſo that they are various, 
A pretty emblem this of the ſinalter 


and yet the ſame. 
differences between Proteſtant Chriſtians. There are 
modes in religion which admit of Variations without 


prejudice to found faith or real holineſs ; juſt as the 


drapery, on theſe pictures of the ſpring, may be formed 
after a variety of patterns, without blemiſhing their 
beauty, or altering their nature. Be it ſo then, that, 


in tome points ot inconſiderable conlequence, ſeveral 
ot our brethren diſſent; yet let us all live amicably 


and ſociably together; for we harmenize in principals, 
Let us join in conver— 


ment of behaviour, and cheriſh no alienation of affec- 
It any ſtrife {ublitts, let it be to follow our 


unblameableneſs of life: let it be to ſerve one another 
moſt readily in all the kind offices of a cordial friend- 


hip. Thus ſhall we be united, though diſtinguiſhed; 


united in the ſame grand fundamentals, though dittin- 
guiſhed by ſome ſmall circumſtantials; united in ons 


Important bond of brotherly love, though diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome lighter peculiarities of ſentiment. _ 


E appr chend, that, between Chriſtians, whole judg- 
ments difagree only about a form of prayer, or manner 
of worſhip, there is no. more eſſential difference, than 
between flowers that bloom from the fame kind ot 
leed, but happen to be lomewhat diverſiſied in the 
mixture of their colours: whereas, if one denies 


the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and degrades 
the incarnate God to the meanneſs of a mere creature; ; bY 
ik another cries up the worthineſs of human works, 


and deprecistes the alone meritorious rightcouſneſs ot 
the glorious Mediator; if a third addreſſes the 1 incom- 
municable honours to a finite being, and bows to the 


Image, or prays to the ſaint; theſe are errors, in my 


binion, unhappily derogatory to the Redeemer's dig— 


N 


people. Againſt Reſts  theretore, 0 ren, onſtrate, be- 


2 


nity, and not a little prejudlicin] to the comfor: of his 


5 oo A FLOWER-CARDEN. 109. 
ſpeaks not the cenſorious bigot, but the friend of 


truth, and the lover of mankind. Whereas, to ſtand | 
neuter and ſilent, While ſuch principles are propagated, 
mioht be an inſtance of criminal remiſſnefs, rather than 


of Chriſtian moderation. For perſons who eſpouſe 
ſuch perſuaſions as the former, and habituate themiclves 


Yet we dare not ſubſcribe their creed; we cannot re- 
mit our aſſiduous but kind endeavours to reconcile them 
to what (on the moſt impartial examination) we are 
thoroughly convinced is a more ſcriptural belief, and a 
purer worſhip. * ER To og | . 

Another remarkable circumſtance recommending the 
flowery creation is their regular ſucce{on; they make 


tion. While a proper number of theſe obliging re— 
tainers are in waiting, the others abſcond; but hold 
themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, ready to take their 
turn, and fill each his reſpective ſtation, the inſtant it 


Iv train, breaks her way through the frozen ſoil, in 
order to preſent her early compliments to_her lord: 
dreſſed in the robe of innocency, the ſteps forth, fearleſs 


and with an air of timidity. She hears the howling 


WS ſhe ſeems to make large excurſions from her rcot, 
8 while ſo many ruffian winds are abroad, and ſcouring 


In ſome former editions I exprefſed myſelſ, on this point, unwarily 
and harſhly. But my meaning, and real tentiments, were ho other than 


might too naturally be led to conclude, that the Author avs, and would 
tr up, a ſpirit of perſecution. But this is: method of dealing with 


% no conttraint, tut that of aff-Hionate pertunliui, Tus, if you pleate, 
* COmpel them to come in.“ Luke xiv. 23. | 5 os 


K 


1 


to ſuch practices as the latter, we will not fail to main- 
tain a tender compaſſion; we will not ceaſe to put up 
earneſt interceſſions: we will alſo acknowledge and 
love whatever 1s truly excellent and amiable in them. 


not their appearance all at once, but in an orderly rota- 


becomes vacant. The u- drop, foremoit of the love- 


of dangers ; long before the trees have ventured to un- 
fold their leaves, even while the icicles hang on our 
houſes. Next peeps out the crocus; but cautiouſly, 


blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low ſituation. Afraid 


thoſe repreſented above. The reater, from ſuch unguarded intimations, - . 


vV2ponents in religious doctrines, which he difeliims as abturd, and am» 
tors as iniquitous. He is tor no force, but that of rational conviciony 


"I * 
—— — — 
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along the æther. Nor is the violet laſt in this ſhining 
embaſſy of the year; which, with all the accompliſh- 
ments that would grace a royal garden, condeſcends to 
line our hedges, and grow at the feet of briars. Free- 
Iv, and without any tolicitation, it diſtributes the boun- 
ty of its emiſſive tweets; while itſelf, with an exem- 
plary humility, retires from ſight; ſeeking rather to 
_ adminiſter pleaſure, than to win admiration.* Emblem, 
_ expreſſive emblem, of thoſe modeſt virtues which de- 
light to bloom in obſcurity, and extend a chearing in- 
fluence to multitudes, who are ſcarce acquainted with 
the ſource of their comforts! Motive, engaging mo- 
tive, to that ever- active Beneficence, which ſtays not 
for the importunity of the diſtreſſed, but even prevents 
them with the bleſſings of its goodneſs. The poor 


folyanthus, that lately adorned the border with her 
ſparkling beauties, and, traniplanted into our windows, 


gave us a freſh entertainment, is now no more. I ſaw 
her complexion fade; I perceived her breath decay; 
till at length ſhe expired, and dropt into her grave. 


Scarce have we ſuſtained this loſs, but in comes the 
auricula, and more than retrieves it: arrayed ſhe 


comes in a ſplendid variety of amiable forms; with an 


eye of cryſtal, and garments of the moſt gloſſy ſattin; 
exhaling perfume, and powdered with ſilver. A very 


diſtinguiſhed proceſſion this! The ſavourite care of the 
_ floriſt! Scarce one among them, but is dignified with 
a character of renown; or has the honour to repreſent 
. ſome celebrated toaſt. But theſe alſo, notwithſtanding 


their illuſtrious titles, have exhauſted their whole ſtock 


of fragrance, and are mingled with the meaneſt duſt. 
Who could forbear grieving at their departure, did not 
the tulips begin to raiſe themſelves on their fine wands, 
or ſtately ſtalks? They fluſh the parterre with one of 
the gayeſt dreſſes that blooming nature wears. Did 
ever beau or belle make ſo gaudy an appearance in a 
birth-night ſuit ? Here one may behold the innocent 
 wantonneſs of beauty: here the indulges in a thouſand 
freaks, and ſports herſelf in the moſt charming diverſity 


* Prodeſe quam conſpici, 
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5 oN A FLOWER-CARDEN. 111 
of colours: yet I ſhould wrong her, were I to call her a 
coquet; becauſe ſhe plays her lovely changes, not to 
enkindle diſſolute affections, but to ditplay her Creators 


glory. Soon ariſes the anemone; incircled at the bot- 


tom with a ſpreading robe, and rounded at the top into 
a beautiful dome. In its looſely flowing mantle you 
may obſerve a noble negligence; in its gently bending. 
tufts the niceſt ſymmetry. I would term it the fine 
gentleman of the garden; becauſe it ſeems to have the 
peculiar felicity of reconciling art with eaſe. The 
ſame month has the merit of producing the ranunculus. 
All bold and graceful, it expands the riches of its 
foliage; and acquires, by degrees, the lovelieſt ename! 
in the world. As perſons of intrinſic worth diſdain 
the ſuperficial arts of recommendation practiſed by fops, 
ſo this lordly flower ſcorns to borrow any of its excel- 
lence from powders and effences. It needs no ſuch 
attractives to render it the darling of the curious; be- 
ing ſufficiently engaging, from the elegance of its fi- 
gure, the radiant variety of its tinges, and a certain 
ſupcrior dignity of afpe&t. Methinks, nature improves 
in her operations; her lateſt ftrokes are moſt malterly. 
To crown the collection, ſhe introduces the carnation, 
which captivates every eye with a noble ſpread of gra- 
ces, and charms another ſenſe with a profuſion of ex- 
quiſite odours. This ſingle flower has, centered in it- 
ſelf, the perfections of all the preceding: the moment 
it appears, it ſo commands our attention, that we 
ſcarce regret the abſence of the reſt. The gilhy-Haxber, 
like a real friend, attends you through all the viciſſitudes 
and alterations of the ſeaſons: while others make a 
tranſient viſit only, this is rather an inhabitant, than a 
gueſt, in your gardens; adds fidelity to complaiſance. 
But ”tis in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe ami- 
able gifts: there is an endleſs multiplicity in their cha- 
racters, and an invariable order in their approaches. 
Every month brings its ornaments, ſuch as are differ- 
ent from the reſt, and peculiar to itſelf. = | 


Here let me ſtand awhile to contemplate the wiſe and 
gracious deſign, apparent in this diſtribution of flowers 


1a _ _ REFLECTIONS - 
through the ſeveral periods of the year. Were they 
all to bloſſom together, there would be at once a pro- 
miſcuous throng, and at once a total privation; ſo that 
we ſhould ſcarce have an opportunity of adverting to the 
| beauties of half, and mutt ſoon loſe the agreeable com 
pany of them all, But now, ſince every ſpecies has a 
ſeparate poſt to occupy, and a diſtinct time for appcat- 
ing, we can take a leiſurely and minute ſurvey of each 
ſucceeding ſet. We can view and review their forms, 
taſte their ſweets, enter into a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with their charming qualities, and receive all 
thoſe plcaſing ſervices which they are commiſſioned to 
yicld, This remarkable piece of economy 1s produc- 
tive of another very valuable effect. It not only places 
in the moſt advantageous light every particular com- 
munity, but alſo is the moſt etfectual proviſion againtt 
the frailty of the whole nation: or, to {peak more truly, 
it renders them a ſort of“ immortal cor ps, whoſe ſu fe- 
ceſſionary attendance never fails. For though ſome |: 
are continually dropping, yet, by this expedient, others 4 
are as continually riling, to beautity our borders, and . 
keep up the entertainment unintermitted.  _ 
O! what goodnets is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of 
gratifications for mankind! both to diverlity and per- 
petuate the fine collation; to take care that our paths 
1ſhoul4 be, in a manner, inceſſantly ftrewed with flowers! Þ* 
And what wiſdom, to bid. every one of theſe inſenſible 
| beings know the preciſe juncture for their coming forth! 
Inſomuch that no actor on a tage can be more exact in 
performing his part; can make a more regular entry, or. 
a more punctual exit. | 
Who emboldens the dafodil to venture abroad in 
February, and to. truſt her flowering gold with incle- 
ment and treacherous (ſkies? Who informs the various [| 
tribes of fruit-bearing bloſſonis, that vernal ſuns, and 
a more genial warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate tex- 


* 4 In a! !lufon to the celebrated practice of the Perfian kings, Who F 
maintained, for their life-guard, a body of troops, called immortal, be * 
cauſe it perpetually ſubſiſted; for as ſoon as any of the mea died, anothes BY 
1a immediately BRL lato his Phage, " 1 
Welk Jin's Antient Hinory, vol. U. 
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ture? Who teaches the clove to ſtay till hotter beams 


are prepared, to infule a ſpicy richneſs into her odours, 
and tincture her complexion with the deepeſt crimſon ? 
Who diſpoſes theſe beautitul troops into ſuch orderly 
bodies; retarding ſome, and accelerating others? Who 
has inſtructed them to file off, with ſuch perfect regula- 
rity, as ſoon as the duty of their reſpective ſtation is 
over? and when one detachment retires, who gives the 
ſignal for another immediately to advance? Who, but 
that unerring Providence, which, from the higheſt 
thrones of angels, to the very loweſt degrees of exiſtence, 
orders all things in number, weight, and meaſure!' 
Theſe, O my ſoul, are the regulations of that moſt 
adorable, that moſt beneficent Being, who bowed the 
heavens ; came down to dwell on earth; and united the 
frailty of thy mortal nature to all the glories of his 
Godhead. All the honour of this admirable eſtablith- 
ment belongs to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Saviour. 
To Him it belongs, who ſuſtained the vengeance which 
thou hadſt deſerved, and was doomed to ſuffer; who 
fulfilled the obedience which thou waſt obliged, but un- 
able, to perform; and who humbled himſelf, (ſtupen- 
dous, ineffable loving-kindneſs !) humbled himſelf to 
death, even the death of the crols. He formed this vaſt 
machine, and adjuſted its nice dependencies. The pil- 
lars, that ſupport it; the embelliſhments, that adorn 
it; and the laws, that govern it; are the refult of his 
unſearchable counſels. O! the heights of his majeſty, 
and the depths of his abatement ! 5 
Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential greatneſs, 
or his tree grace ? He created the exalted ſeraph, that 
ſings in glory; and every the minuteſt inſect, that flut- 
ters in air, or crawls in duſt. He marks out a path 


TL for all thole glbes of light which travels the circuit of 


the ſkies 3 and diſdains not to rear the violet from its 
lowly bed, or to plait the daily which drefles our plains. 
So grand are his operations, yet ſo c-ndeicending his 
regards! If Summer, like a ſparkling bride, is bril- 
liant and glorious in her apparel ; what is this, but a 
tceble reflection of his uncreated effulgence ? If Au- 
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tumn, like a munificent hoſt, opens her ſtores, and 
gives us all things richly to enjoy; what is this, but a 
little taſte of his inexhauſtible Iiberality? If thunders 
'roar, you hear the ſound of his trumpet : it lightnings 


glare, you fee the launching of his glittering ſpear : if 


the perpetual hills be ſcattered, and the everlaſting 


mountains bowed,” you behold a diſplay “ No,“ fays 


the prophet, * you have rather the hiding * of his power.” 


So immenſe is His power, fo uncontroulable and incon- 
ceivable, that ail theſe mighty works are but a ſketch 


in which more is concealed than diſcovered. 


AE 90 


hus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſible 


ſyſtem; with an evangelical teleſcope, (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion,) and with an evangelical micro- . 


{cope. Regarding Chriſt Jeſus as the great projector 
and architect, who planned, and executed, the amazing 
ſcheme. Whatever is magnificent or valuable, tremen- 


dous or amiable, ſhould ever be aſcribed to the Re- 


deemer. This is the Chriſtian's natural philoſophy. 
With regard to this method of conſidering the things 


that are ſeen, we have an in{pired apoſtle for our precep- 
tor and precedent. Speaking of Chriſt, he ſays, Thou, 


Lord, in the beginning, has laid the foundation of the 


* Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently conceived, than the 


Imagery of this-whole chapter; and upon the foot of our interpretation, 


nothing was ever more delicately and nobly turned, than the ſentiment of 
this clauſe, Other ſenſes of the paſſage, I acknowledge, may be aſſigned 
with equal propriety, But none, I think, can be imagined {ov majetiic 
and ſublime. As the original vi fairly admit of it; as it carries no dita- 
greement with the context; and exprefies a moſt important as well as 
undoubted truth; I hope | may be permitted to uſe it, at lcaſt by way 
of accommodation. Elpceciaily, as it iuggeſts one of the fineſt mottos ima- 

inable, wherewith to inſcribe all the vifible productions of the Creator's 


| rg When, ſtruck with aſtonihment, we conſider their grandeur, beauty, 
and conſummate perfectiors; let us, in juſtice to their Author, apply the 


exalted reflection of this ſacred ode: © In all theſe is the hiding, rather 
than an adequate diſplay, of his matchleſs power. Though they challenge 
our praile, and ſurpaſs our comprehenfion; yet are they by no means the 


_ utmoſt exertions, but rather tome flighter effays, of omnipotent ſkill.” 
_ Miiton, relating the overthrow of the fallen anye's, introduces a grand 
_ errcamitance, not much unlike the preceding. Meifian, unaided and alone, 


Lad routed an innumerabie hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits. This was great and 
marvellous. But to create a juſter idea of the illuſtrious Conqueror, our 
poet beautifully adds--- N | TOPS 

3 Yet half his ſtrength he put not forth. 


If we forget to make the ſame remark, when we contemplate God in his 


works; we mult neceſſarily form very ſcanty conceptions of that Supreme 
Being. before whom all nations arc as a © drop ot a bicket, and arc count- 


ad as tue mall dult of che balance,” 
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ON A FLOWER-GARDEN. 115 
earth; and the heavens are the work of thy hands.“ 
Did we carefully attend to this leading principle, in all 
our examinations of nature, it would, daubtleſs, be a 


mott powerful means of enkindling our love, and *_ 
ſtrengthening our faith. When J look round upon mil- 
lions of noble ſubſtances, and carry with me this tran- 
ſporting reflect ion,.— The Maker of them all expired 


on acrots for me,“ how can I remain any longer indif- 
ferent ? Mult not the coldeſt heart begin to glow with 


gratitude? When I ſurvey an immcniity of the fineſt 


productions imaginable, and remember that the au— 
thor of them all is my Righteouſneſs and my Re- 
demption, how can I chooſe but repoſe the moſt chear- 
ful confidence in ſuch a Mediator ! „ 


Let me add one more remark upon the admirable 


adjuſtment of every particular relating to theſe fine co— 
lonies planted in the parterre. With ſuch turprifing 
correctnels is their ſtructure finiſhed, that any the leaſt 
conceivable alteration would very much impair their 
perfection. Should you ſee, for inſtance, the nice dil- 
poſition of the tulip's attire fly abroad, diſorderly and 


irregular, like the flaunting woodbine z ſhould the jeſ- 
ſamin rear her diminutive head on thoſe grand columns 


* The apoſtles, obſerve, delight to uſe this method of diſplay ing the 
honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the faith of his people--T he be- 


loved diſciple, teaching that moſt precious doctrine, *of a Lainb lain to take 


away the tins of the world,“ in order to evincethe futficiency of Chri/.”s 
ſacrifice for this bleſſed purpoſe, affirms, That all things w-re made by Him- 
and without Hin was not any thing, no, not fo much as one fingle being 
made. John i. 3.—St. Paul, preaching the taine glad tidings to the Coloſſians, 


and expreſsly maintaining, that we have redemption through his blood, 


ſeems to foreſee an r of this kind. To expiate tranſgrethons 
againſt an infinite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious act. It muſt cow vaitly 


more than any common turety can pay to redeem a ſinful world, Vynat - 


reaſon have we to believe, that Jeſus is equal to this mighty undertaking ?? 
All poſſible reaſon, repli:s the apoitle, from the dipnity-of his perſon; for 
He is the ina cf the inviſible God, and from the greatneis of his works, 
for by Him alls thing were made. Conſider the operations of his hands, and 


you cannot doubt the atoning efficacy of ts death. Col. i. 15. 16. [he 
author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews falls exactiy into the fame train of 
arpuing, Declaring, that Ci Fe us has purged our ſins, by the Jacrifice 
of himſe:t; he proves his ainple ab:lity for this tremendous once, from 


his eſſential excellence, becauſe He is the brigbineſ of lin Father's glory 
and from his admirable works, hecauſe he made the world, and uptolacth all 
things by the word of his power, Heb. i. 2. 3. Which truth, as it is ſo im- 
portant in itſelf; of ſuch fignal comfort to Chriſtians; and ſo particulariy 


in ſiſted on by the inſpired writers; I hope I ſhall necd no apolcgy for 


an attempt to illuſtrate and enforce it, in a kind of evangel.cal Duicant 
upon Crealion, annexcd to theſe Reacctions, . 
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116 - REFLECTIONS „„ Yu, 
which ſupport the holly-hock ; ſhould the ere& and 
manly aſpect of the piony hang down with a penſive air 
like the flexile bells of the hyacinth ; ſhould that noble 
plainneſs, which diſtinguiſhes the lily, be exchanged for 
the fringes which edge the pink, or the gaudy ſtains 
which bedrop the iris; ſhould thoſe tapering pillars, 
which ariſe in the middle of its vaſe, and, tipt with 
golden pendants, give ſuch a luſtre to the ſurrounding 
pannels of alabaſter 3 ſhould theſe ſink and diſappear, 
Jike the chives which cover the heart of the anemone z 
in many of theſe cafes would not the tranſpoſition be 
fantaſtical and aukward ? In all—to the apparent pre- 
judice of every individuals?! N 


this circumſtance is ſettled by a remarkable foreſight 
and precaution, What would become of the ſailor, 
if, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty maſt, 
aud croud it with all his canvas! Such would be the 
ill effect, if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers ſhould 
preſume to come abroad in the bluſtering months. 
Therefore, thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhorteſt ſtems, and 


diſplay the ſinalleſt ſpreud of leaves, or (if you pleaſe) 


carry the leaſt fail, are launched amidſt the blowing 
ſeaſons. How injudiciouily would the pertumer act, if 
he ſhould unſcal his fineſt eſſences, and expoſe them to 
the northern winds or wintry rains! Our blooming ar- 
tiſts of the aromatic profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt delicate 
among them, ſeem perfectly aware of the conſequences 
of ſuch a procedure. Accordingly, they poſtpone the 
opening of their odoriferous treaſures till a ſerener air, 
and more unclouded “ ikies, grant a protection to their 
®* Caſimir addreſſes himſelf to the dormant roſe, and moſt prettily invites 
her to venture abroad, by the mention of theſe two circumitances. 
| Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, | „ 
ujd lates dudum, Kola ! Delicatum 
Efer e terris caput. O tepentis | 
SE | | Filia cœli. 
Jam tibi nubes fugiunt aquoſæ, NE 
Quas fugant albis Zophyri quadrigit 
Fam tibi muliet Buream jocantts . 
5 Aura Favoni. 
Child of the ſummer, charming roſe, 
No longer in confinement lie; 
Ariſe to light; thy form diſcloſe; IF 
_ Rival the ſpangles of the tky, _ : The 


Again, with regard to the time of their appearing, N 
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amiable rc ; till they are under no more apprehen- 
ſion of having them diſſipated by rude blaſts, or drown- 
ed in inceſſant ſhowers. | 
What a ſtriking argument is here for reſignation, 
unfeigned reſignation, to all the diſpoſals of Providence! 
Too often are our diflatisfied thoughts apt to find fault 
with Divine diſpenſations: we tacitly arraign our Ma- 
ker's conduct, or queſtion his kindneſs, with regard to 
vurielves : we fancy our lot not to commodioully fitu- 
ate, or our condition not ſo happily circumſtanced, as 
if we had been placed in ſome other ſtation of life. But 
Jet us behold this exquiſitely nice regulation of the 

minuteſt plants, and be aſhamed of our repining folly. 
Could any fibre in their compoſition be altered, or one 
line in their features be tranſpoſed, without clouding | 
T7 ſome of their beauties ? Could any fold in their veſt- 
ments be varied, or any link in their orderly ſucceſſion 
be broken, without injuring ſome delicate property? 
And does not that All-ſeeing Eye, which preſerves ſo 
exact a harmony among thele pretty toys, maintain as 
£2 watchful a care over His rational creatures? Does he 
2 chooſe the propereſt ſeaſon for the cowilip to ariſe, and 
drink the dews ? And can he neglect the concerns, or 
misjudge the conveniencies, of his ſons and daughters? 
He, who has ſo completely diſpoſed whatever pertains 
to the vegetable economy, that the leaſt diminution, 
or addition, would certainly hurt the finiſhed ſcheme, 
1 does, without all peradventure, preſide, with equal at- 
tention, over the intereſts of his own people. 2 
28 fill, then, thou uneaſy mortal; * know, that 7 


The rains are gone, the forms are o'er ; 
Winter retites to make thee way: 
Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſning flow'r; 
Come, lovely tranger, come away. 


Ihe ſun is dreſs'd in beaming miles, 
To give thy beauties to the day; 
Young zephyrs wait, with genticit gales, 
To fan thy boſom as they play. 


+ Permi tos ipfes r expendere numinibus, quid 

* Colrmmige nobis, rebujque fit utile nyiris, 

Nam pro jucundi; aptiſſima quæ que dabunt dil ? | 

Carr gi illis bums uu Ja — man.. 
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God is unerringly wiſe; and be aſſured, that, amidſt 


family are diſappointed. He that marſhals all the ſtarry 
| hoſt, and fo accurately arranges every the meaneſt ſpe- 
cies of herbs, He orders all the peculiarities, all the 
changes of thy ſtate, with a vigilance that nothing can 


2 If Mr. Pope underftands the maxim in this limited ſenſe, he ſpeaks a 1 


Adiſcernment ; and all his diſpenſations the iſſues of unbounded benevolence. 
But man, fallen man, is hurried away, by his luſts, into a thouſand irre 


his revealed will, and the very reverſe of his eſſential attributes. This 
Fo N „% . n cannot 
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the greateſt multiplicity of beings, he does not overlook 
thee. Thy Saviour has given me authority to aſſert, 
that thou art of far ſuperior value, in the eſtimate of | 


Omnipotence, than all the herbage ot the field. If His 
facred will ordains ſickneſs for thy portion, never dare 
to imagine, that uninterrupted health would be more 
advantageous, If he pleaſes to with-hold, or take 
away, children, never preſume to conclude, that thy 


happineſs is blaſted, becauſe thy hopes of an increaſing ' 


elude; with a goodneſs that endureth for ever. Bow 


thy head, therefore, in humble acquieſcence : reſt ſa. 


tisfied, that whatever is, by the appointment of Hea- +” 


And regulate our ways? 
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ven, is right, is bek. 1 
Since all the downward tracts of time — 

Cod's watchful eye ſurveys; 9 

O! who ſo wiſe to chooſe our lot, * 

77 


Since none can doubt his equal love, 
Unmceaſurably kind; 
To his unerring, gracious will, 
Be every with reſign'd. 
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Good when He gives, ſupremely good; 
Nor leis when he denies; 

Ev'n croſſes, from his ſov*reign hand, 
Are vletiings in diſguiſe, | 


S 
A 
— nos * 


. 


1 


© 


moſt undeniable and glorious truth. But if that great Poet includes what- 
Ever comes to pals through the wild and extravagant pathons of men, . 
ſurely no thinking perſon, at lead no Chriſtian, can accede to his opinion, $1 
What God orders is wiſe, beyond all poſſibility of correction; and good, 


above all that we can atk or think. His decrees are the reſult of infinite = ] 


gularities, which are deplorably evil in themſelves, and attended with 
conſequences manifeſtly pernicious to ſociety, Let the ſentiment, there- 


fore, be reſtrained to the diſpoſals of Heaven, and I mot readily ſubſcribe 


it. But if it be extended to the conduct of men, and the effects of their 


Folly, I think myſelf obliged to enter my proteſt againit it, For, whatever 8 1 
Eindles the Divine indignation, is cauſe of final ruin to the Author; is 
_ firictly forbidden by God's holy word; is contrary to the whole deſign of 0 


= | ON A FLOWER-GARDEN., 119 
dt 7 Among all the productions of the third creating. day, 
zok this of flowers ſeems to be peculiarly deſigned for man; 
rt, a preſent, calculated, in an eſpecial manner, for his 

of FT uſe and delight. Man has, as it were, the monopoly of 
Jis this favour z and ſcarce ſhares the ſatisfaction reſult- 
are ing from it with any other animal. I don't find that 
ore other creatures are {mit with their beauties, or regaled 
ke with their odours. The horſe never ſtands ſtill to gaze 


thy upon their charms; nor does the ox turn aſide to browſe 
ing upon their ſweets. Senſes they have to diſcern theſe 


rry curious objects in the grois, but no taſte to diſtinguiſh 
pe- their fine accompliſhments. Juſt ſo carnal and unen- 
the lightened men may underſtand the literal meaning of 
dan Scripture, may comprehend the evidences of its Divine 
ow © inſpiration, and yet have no reliſh of the heavenly truths 
ſa- it teaches ; no ardent longing for the ſpiritual bleſſings 
ea + it offers; ſee © no form or comelineſs* in the Saviour it 
© Zeeſcribes, fo as to render Him the ſupreme deſire of their 
1 ouls. | MES, X | „ 
Phe chief end of theſe Heautiful appearances, philo- 
ſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the embryo ſeed ; 
dor to {wathe the tender body during its infant ſtate. 
But, whatever is the chief end of nature, *tis certain, 
ſhe never departs from the deſign of adminiſtering de- 
light to mankind. * This is inſeparably connected 
with her other views. Were it only to ſecure a repro- 
ducdtive principle, what need of ſuch elegant complica- 
tions? Why to much art employed, and ſo many deco- 
*FFations added? Why ſhould veſtments be prepared richer 
hat. than brocades, more delicate than lawns, and of a finer 


br 


nen, glow than the moſt admired velvets ? If the great mo- 


nce, | | 
rre- Fannot poſſibly be right, This is mott undoubtedly wrong. Omnipotence, 
yith indeed, can over-rulc it, and educe good from it; but the very notion of 
ere. Pover-ruling ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely wrong in itſelf. 55 
ribe We find that the mo important par's in the vegetable world, are 
heir © noſe which are the moſt beautiful. Theſe are the ſeeds by which the ſe- 
ever eral races of plants are propagated and continued, and which are always 
1 is lodged in flowers or bloſſoms. Nature ſeems to hide her principal deſign, 
10 and to be induſ rious in making the earth aß and delightful, while ſne is 
This er own preſervation,” | 


carrying on her great work, and intent upon 
e 1 2 erl. Vol. V. No. 387. 
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have ſerved her turn; ſerved it full as well as the moſt 


their court to the human race. 
of each ſpecies croud about our habitations, and are | 
rarely to be ſeen at a diſtance from our abodes. 
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ſumptuous tiſſues, or all the furniture of the mercer's 


ſhop. 


It ſeems plain then, that flowers were endued with 
ſuch enchanting graces for the pleaſure of man; an 
in purſuance of this original intention, they till 
Accordingly, the heh 


thrive under our cultivating hand and obſerving eye; 
but degen nerate, and pine away, it unregarded by their 


lord. To win his attention, and deck his retreats, 
and diſplay . 
nothing but the moſt graceful forms, and engaging co- 
'To merit a farther degree of his 
eſteem, the generali ty of them diſpenſe a delightful per- 


they hide their deformities under ground; 
lours, to his ſight. 


fume; and, "what is ſtill more obliging, * reſerve then 
richeſt e ee to embalm his morning and evening 


walks : + becauſe he uſually chooſes thole cool hours 0 
to recreate himſelf among their blooming ranks; there- 


fore, at thoſe hours they are moſt laviſh of their fra- 
grance, and breathe out their choiceſt ſpirits. 


O Man, greatly beloved by thy Creator ! the darling 8 
of Providence; thou art diftingviſhed by his goodnels ; — 
Be it thy Ohe RE y 


diſtinguiſh thyſelf alſo by thy Sratitude. 


They 


undivided aim, to glority bim, who has been at i Wl 
much expence to gratify thee ! While all theſe inferior Th 


creatures, in ſilent cloquence, declare the glory of Gad, 
do thou lend them thy tongue.“ 


vocal in thy ſongs. 
the bleſſings he ſhowers down upon every order of be- 


Be thou the high- Wil 
prieſt of the mute creation "let their praiſes become 
Adore the Supreme Beneftactor for | 


ings ; adore him tor numberleis mercies, which are ap- 


propriated to thyſelf; but, above all, adore him for 
that noble gift of a rational and immortal foul, This 


* The flowers, 
That open now their choiceft boſom'd ſmells, 


The twining jaſmine and the blugung roſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe; 
The ſmelling tub roſe and junquil declare 
The uronger impulſe of an event: 5 air. 


Reierv d from night, and kept for thee in fore, Mil. = - 
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conſtitutes us maſters of the globe, and gives us the 
real enjoyment of its riches. This diſcovers ten thou- 
ſand beauties, which otherwiſe had been loſt; and ren- 


ders them both a ſource of delight, and a nurſery of 5 
By virtue of this exalted principle, we are 
qualified to admire cur Maker's works, and capable of 


devotion. 


bearing his illuſtrious image; bearing his illuſtrious 


image not only when theſe ornaments of the ground 


have reſigned their honours, but when the great origin 
of day is extinguiſhed in the ſłies; ant all the flaming 


orbs on high are put out in oblcure darknets. Then to 


ſurvive, to ſurvive the ruins of one world, and to enjoy 


God, to reſemble Cod, to be filled with all the fulneſs_ 


of God, in another. What a happineſs, what an in- 
eftimable happineſs, is this! Vet this is thy privilege, 
rious prerogative, O man! „ aw et 
O! the goodneſs, the exuberant goadneſs, of our God! 


I cannot forbear celebrating it once more, before I pats 


to another contideration. How much ſhould we think. 
ourſelves obliged to a generous friend, who ſhould build 
a ſtately edifice, purely for our abode! But how 


+ 1 cannot perſuade myſelf, that the compariſon is ftretched beyond 


proper bounds, when carried to this pitch, It is my ſtedfaſt opinion, that 


the world, at leaft this lower world, with it various-appurtenances, was 


intended purely for man; that it is appropriated to him; and that he (in 
iubordination to God's glory) is the end of its creation. Other animals, tis 
true, partake of tne Creator's benefits; but then they partake under the 
notion of man's domeſtics, or on the foot of retainers to him; as crea- 
tures which bear ſome relation to his ſervice, and ſome way or other con- 
tribute to his good So that ſtill he is the centre of the whole; or, as our 


incomparable Milton, equally mater of poetry and divinity, expreſſes _ 


himtelf, Ai things live for man. Paradije Lol. Book XL. I. 161. . 
Mr, Poe, in his Ethic Epittics, is pleated to explode this tenet, as the 

beight of pride, and a grots abſurdity. For my part, I fee no reaſon for 

fuch acharge. With all ſubmiffion to fo ſuperior a genius, it ſeeins very 


remote from pride, to be duly ſenſible of favours vouchfafed, to contzme _ 


plate them in all the extent ot their munificence, ard acknowledge them 
accordingly, 1 ſhould rather imagine, that to contratt their ſize, when 


tiev are Immentely large; to ſtint their number, when they are altogether” 
im mer able z that ſuch a p ocedare favours more of inſenſtbility, than our 
hypotheſis ol preſumption; and has more uit of ingratitude, than that of 


arrogance, . - .. | 
And how cam it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that Gd gave us a 
wurid for our poſtl;Hiong when it is our duty to believe, that he gave us 
ui, only Seu ter dur propitiation? Sure it can neither be dificalt nor ex- 
Livagant to ſuppeſe, that he d-figned the habitable globe, with its whole 


teralture, oe our pretent ule; fince he with-iicld not his holy child Zeus 


dee delivercd aim up for our final lalyation, | | 


(barter it not for trifles of an hour!) this is thy glo- 
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greatly would the obligation be encreaſed, if the hand 
that built ſhould alſo furniſh it! And not only furniſh 
it with all that is commodious and comfortable, but 
ornament it alſo with whatever is ipiendid and delight- 
ful! This has our moſt indulgent Creator done; in a 
manner infinitely ſurpaſſing all we could wiſh or ima- 
mm 5 + | 

N The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling, The ſkies 
are ſtretched over us, like a magnificent canopy, dyed 
in the pureſt azure z and beautified, now with pictures 
of floating filver, now with colourings of reflected 
crimſon. The graſs is ſpread under us as a ſpacious 


carpet; wove with ſilken threads of green, and da- "= 


maſked with flowers of every hue. The Sun, like a 


Upon the whole, I cannot but conclude, that the attempt of our famous 
poet is neither kind, with regard to his tellow-creatures, nor grateful, 
with regard to his Creator; neither is his ſcheme, in fact, true. Ihe at- 
tempt not kind, with regard to man; bccaule it robs him of one of the 
moit delighttul and ravithing contemplations imaginable. To conſider the 
great Author of exiftence as having me in his eye, when he formed uni- 
verſal nature; as contriving all things, with an immediate view to the 
exigencies of my particular fate; and making them all in ſuch a manner, 
as miglit be moſt conducive to my particular advantage; this muſt occaſion 
the ſtrongeſt fadistactions, whenever I cait a glance on the objects that ſur- 
round me---Not vratcrul with regard to Cu becauſe it has the moſt direct 
tendency to diminith our ſenſe of his kindneis, and by that means to 
throw a damp. upon our cratitude, It teaches us te look upon ourſelves 
as almoſt loſt among a croud of other beings, or regarded only with an oc- 
caſional and incidental beneficence, Which muſt certainly weaken the 
_ diſpoſition, and indeed flacken the ties, to the moſt adoring thankfulneſs. 
To which I ayyrehend, we may juſtly add; Neither is the {cheme, in fact, 
true. For, not to mention what might be urged from the ſure Word of 
Revclation, this one argument appears {iutficjentiy concluſive, The world 
began with man; the world mutt ceaſe wit man; conſequently, the grand 
uſe, the principal end of the world, is to ſubſe. ve the intcreft of man, It 
is on all ſides agreed, that the edifice was erected, when man was to be 
. furniſhed with an habitation; and that it will de dem»liſhed, when man 
has no further need of its accommodations, When he enters into the 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, © the earth, and all 
the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.“ From which it ſeems a 
very obvious and fair deduction, that man is the final cauſe of this inferior 
creation. | | | 
So that I think my readers and myſelf privileged (not to ſay, on the 
principles of gratitude, oblized) to ute thoſe lovely lines of ohr authors 
with a propriety and truth, equal to their elegance and beauty 
For me kind nature wakes her genial power, 
- Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out every flower! 
Annual, for me, the grape, the roſe, renew 
The juice nectareous, and the balmy dew: 
For me, the mine a thoufſand treaſures brings; 
For me, health guſhes from a thouſand fprings. a 
: e „ Et, Ep. Fer. 129: 


4 


17 


% b ̃˙ —ñ a ts - Ls 


. A OO "0 OE 2" ©. 


ted by proportion's niceſt rule. The whole ſcene ex- 


golden lamp, is hung out in the ethereal vault, and 


neſs, reſign their cloathing to repleniſh our wardrobe, 


to another : diſpenſes them to this ſoil in larger, to that in ſmaller com- 
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pours his effulgence all the day to lighten our paths. 
When night approaches, the Moon takes up the friendly 
office; and the ſtars are kindied in twinkling myriads, 
to chear the darknets with their milder luſtre, not diſ- 
turb our repoſe by too intenſe a glare. The Clouds, be- 
ſides the rich paintings they hang around the heavens, 
act the part of a ſhifting ſcreen; and detend us, by 

their ſeaſonable interpoſition, from the ſcorching beams 
of ſummer, May we not alſo regard them as the 
great watering-pots of the globe? which, wafted on the 
wings of the wind, d.ipenſe their moiſture * evenly 
through the univerfal garden; and fructify, with their 
ſhowers, whatever our hand plants, The fields are our 
exhaultleſs granary. The ocean is our vaſt reſervoir. 
The animals ſpend their ſtrength to diſpatch our buſt- 


and ſurrender their very lives to provide for our tables. 
In ſhort, every element is a ſtore- houſe of conveniencies z 
every ſeaſon brings us the choiceſt productions : all na- 
ture is our caterer: and, which is a molt endearing 
recommendation of theſe fayours, they are all as lovely 
as they are uſeful. You obſerve nothing mean or inele- 
gant : all is clad in beauty's faireſt robe, and regula- 


* This circumſtance, amidt abundance of other delicate and edify ing 
remarks upon the wonders of nature, is finely touched in the Philoſophi- 
cal Tranſactions recorded in the Book of Job, chan. XXXviil. ver. 15.---- 
n>yn WW 2199 2 Whe hath divided a water-courſe for the overflowing of 
waters ?--.-T';c Hebrew is ſo pregnaiit and rich with ſenſe, that no tranfla- 
tion can do it j»{tice, The following paraphraſe, perhaps, may repretent 
the principal ideas comprehended in the expreſſive original. Who has 
branched ont, and, with admirable judgment, diſpoſed a variety of aque- 
ducts for that immenſe collection of waters which float in the ſky? /h 
diſtributes thoſe pendulous floods through all the borders of the earth ? 
Dittributes them, not in dreadful cataracts, or piomiſcuous gluts of rainy 
but in kindly drops, and refreſhing ſhowers, with as much regularity and 
Economy, as if they were conveyed by pipes from a conduit ? To whoa 
ſhall we aſcribe that niceneſs of conirivance, which now emits, now re- 
frrains them: ſometimes drives their humid train to one place, ſometimes 


munications: and, in a word, ſo manages the 1 fu1d, that every ſpot. 
is ſupplied in exact proportion to its want; none eſtroyed by an undiſ. 
tingunhed deluge ? EE, n 
1 Perhaps, it was from ſuch an obſervation, that the Greeks, thoſe cri- 
tical and efined judges of things, expreſſed the mundane ſyſtem by a Word, 
Which fignifics beauty---x20paoge 5 | . „ 
8 2 
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hibits a fund of pleaſures to the imagination, at the 5 


ſame time that it more than ſupplies all our wants. * 
Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O, Man ! whoſoever 
thou art, that rebelleſt againſt thy Maker He ſurrounds 
| thee with unnumbered benefits; and follows thee, 
with an effuſion of the richeſt, nobleſt gifts. He courts 


thy affections ; he ſolicits thy gratitude ; by liberalities 
which are never intermitted, by a bounty which knows 


no limits. Moſt bleſſed Lord, let this thy goodnels, 
thy unwearied goodnels, lead us to wag og or 
us to thyſelf, thou Fountain of telicity, h theſe ſweet 
inducements. Draw us to our duty, thou. God of Our 
ſalvation, by thele * cords of love.“ 

What a King picture is here of the beneficial efects 
of industry! By induſtry and cultivation this neat ſpot 
is an image of Eden. 
the eye, or F regale the ſmell, 
tivation, this feet 
neſs. 
briars inacceſſible. 


Whereas, without cul- 
garden had been a detolate wilder- 


mous creatures, But the ſpade and pruning-knite, in 
the hand of induſtry, hath improved it into a tort of 
terreſtrial paradiſe. | 


How naturally does this jead our en le to 5 
the advantages which flow from a virtuous education, 


and the miſcries which enſue from the 1 neglect of it! 


The mind, without early inſtruction, will, in all pro- 
bability, become like the * vineyard of the fluggard.“ | 


It left to the propenſities of its own depraved will, 


what can we expect, but the moſt luxuriant growth of 
which, in time, will break forth into 
all manner of Gandalous irregularities? What? but 
that anger, like a prickling thorn, arm the temper with 


* © Thoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for our ſervice or 
ſaftenance, at the ſame time either fill the woods with their muſic, furniſh _ 


unruly appetites ; 


us with game, or raiſe pleaſing ideas in us by the delightiuIncts of their 
anpe aratice, Fountains, lakes, und rivers, are as refreining to the imagi- 
nation, as to the oil through which they pais.“ 
| Of SpetIator, Vol. V. No. 387. 
+ Omni cepia narium. Hor. 

4 Nectefti urenda jilix inna/diur agi. 


Hor. 


Win 


Here is all that can entertain 


Vile thiſtles had made it loathſome, and tangling 
Without cultivation, it might have 
been a neſt for ſerpents, and the horrid haunt of veno- 
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an untractable moroſeneſs: peeviſnneſs, like a ſtinging- 


nettle, render the converſation irkſome and forbidding: 


avarice, like ſome choaking weed, teach the fingers 1 to 


gripe, and the hands to oppreſs: revenge, like ſome 
poiſonous plant, replete with baneful juices, rankle in 


the breaſt, and meditate miſchief to its neighbour: 


while unbridled luſts, like ſwarms of noiſome inſects, 


taint each riſing thought; and render“ every imagina- 
tion of the heart only evil continually.” Such are 
the uſual products of ſavage nature! Such the furni- 
ture of the uncultivated ſoul ! 5 


Whereas, let the mind be put under the © Surtare 


and admonition of the Lord; let hoiy diſcipline clear. 


the foil ; let ſacred nflrodtions ſow it with the beſt leed ; 


let {kill ad vigilance drels the riling ſhoots, direct the 5 
poung ideas how to ſpread, the wayward paſſions how 
to move; then, what a different ſtate of the inner 
man will quickly take place! Charity will breathe her 
tweets, and Hope expand her bloſſoms; the perſonal 
virtues diſplay their graces, and the focial ones their 


fruits zi the ſentiments become generous; the carriage 
endearing; the life honourable and uſetful. 9 


0! that governors of families, and maſters of ſchools, | 
would W with a con{cientious ſolicitude, over the 


morals of their tender charge! What pity it is, that 
the advancing generation mould loſe theſe invaluable en- 


dowments through any ſupineneſs in their inſtructors! 


See! with what aſſiduity the curious floriſt attends the 


little nurſery! He viſits them early and late, furniſhes 


This transformation of the heart, and renewal of the life, are re pre- 


ſented in Scripture, by fimilitudes very nearly allied to the images uſed 
above, God, by his ſanctitying Spirit, * will make the f. ould as a watered par- 


den. Under the operation of this diy ine principle, * ihe deſart halle 


Joice, and bloſſom as the rote.“ Where-ever it exerts the refining and en- 


nobling cnergy, inttead of ihe thorn, ſhul! come up the fir-tree 3. and, in- 


cad of the eiae the myrtle-trev. Jerem. xxxi. 12. n XXxXV. I. 


. 13. 


$ -----4 teneris aſſueſcere tanti 1! Virg. 
. Y yuo Ln dier pepe, T2 89; n alas sb ey yewy che ge, D 
TA ATIN Ee o To. Tay. Axiſlot. 
t he principles we imbibe, and the habits we contract, in our ear 1y years, 
are not matters of ſmall moment, but of the utmoſt conſequence imagina- 


vie. They not only give a traninent or ſuperficial tinflure to our firſt 


appearance in life, but moſt eo:mmon.y FAD. the form 1 01 our Whole future 


conduct, and even of our eternal fate, 


3 
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them with the propereſt mould, ſupplies them with ſea- 
ſonable moiſture, guards them from the ravages of in- 
ſects, ſcreens them from the injuries of the weather, 
marks their ſpringing buds, objerves them attentively 

through their whole progrels, and never irtermits his 


_ anxiety, till he beholds them blown into full perke Chon, 


And ſhalll a range of painted leaves, which flouriſh to- 
day, and to-morrow fall to the ground z mall theſe be 


tended with more zealuus application than the exalted | 


faculties of an immortal! toul ! 


Vet truſt not in cultivation alone; *tis the bleſſing of 
the Almighty Huſbandman that tmparts ſucceſs to ſuch 


labours of love. If God ſcal up the bottles of heaven, 


and command the clouds to with-hold their fatnets, the 


beit-manured plot becomes a. barren delert. And if he 


reitrain the dew of his heavenly bcnediction, all human 


endeavours miſcarry; the rational plantation languithes 


and our molt pregnant hopes, trom youths or the moſt 


promiting genius, prove abortive. Their root will be 
L 


as rottennels, and their bloſſom will go up as duſt. I 


Therefore let parents plant, let tutors water, but let 
boch look up to the Father of Spirits for the deſired 
increaſe. 


On every tide I <lpy erer bu Iding wee,” As 


Pet, they are like balcs of cloth from the packer's ware 
| houte 3 each js wrapt within a. ſtrong encloſure, and 


its contents are tied together by the firmeſt bandages. 


So that all their beauties lie conccaled, and all their 


{weets are locked up. Juſt ſuch is the niggardly wretch, 
whole aims are all turned inward, and mc anly terminated 
upon himſelf; who makes his own private interetis, 
or perional pleaſures, the ole centre or his geligns, aud 
the icanty cucumference of his actions. | 
Ere long, the fcarching beams will open theſe Git en 
Holds, and draw tiwm into a grace: ul rp zanſton. Then, 
what a lovely bluſh will glow on their cheeks; ard 
wiat a bainiy odour- exbale ftiom their beſems! $0, 
when divine grace Mines upon the mind, cven thc churl 
becomes bountitul, The heart of fivuc is taken away; 


1 1tai.'v: 24. 
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and a heart of fleſh, a heart luſceptible of the ſofteſt, 


moſt compaſſionate emotions, is introduced in its ſtead. 


O! how {ſweetly do the ſoclal affections dilate themſelves 


under ſo benign an influence! juſt like theſe diſcloſing 
gems under the powerful eye of day. The tender re- 
ards are no longer confined to a ſingle object, but 


extend themſelves into a generous concern for mankind, 
and ſhed liberal refreſhments on all within their reach. . 

_ Ariſe then, thou Sun of Righteouſneſs; ariſe, with 
healing under thy wings; and transfuie thy gentle, but 


penetrating ray, through all our intellectual powers. 


Inlarge every narrow difpoſition, and fill us with a dif- 
foſive benevolence. Make room in our breaſts for the 

whole human race; and teach us to love all our telloyw- 
creatures for their amiable Creator's fake. May we 


be pleaſed with their excellencies, and rejoice in their 
happinets ; but feel their miſcries as our own, and, with 
a brother's ſympathy, haſten to relieve them! 


Dilpoled at proper diſtances, I obſerve a range of -- 
ſtrong and flately ſtalks. They Rand like towers along 
the walls of a fortified city; or riſe like lofty ſpires 
amidſt the group of houites. They part, at the top, 


into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods. From each of which 


we ſhall foon ſee a fine figure diſplaying itſelf, rounded 
into a form which conſtitutes a perfect circle, ſpread 
wide open into the molt frank and communicative air, 


and tipged with the colour which is 40 peculiarly cap- 


But the property I chiefly admire is its paſſionate 


fondneſs tor the tun, When the evening ſhades take 
place, the poor flower droops, aud tolds up its leaves. 
It mourns ail the long night, and pines amidſt the 
- How beautiful is the idea, and how ſianificant the expreſſion, in that | 


fine paiſige of the Prophet; where, deſcribing the chariiable temper, he 
Jays, „It thou draw out thy toul to the hungry!“ which, I think, may 


very properly be illukrated by the circumitances obſerved above. Ihe 
opening of theſe buds into a large and cxtenfive ſpread, is a pretty portrait 
oi the amplitude of a gencrous heart; which cannot ſhut up its compaſ- 


ſion, or remain unconcerned at any human calemity. The frecneſs and 


copiouincis, with Which their choicett effences, their aromatic ſouls, are 


comcinually poured out; may reprefenr, not only the various acts of an 
. unwearied liberality ; but alſo that cordial affection, and yearnipg tenders 


neis, Wich which they arc beo cd. Jai. I hi. 10. 
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Joes, like ſome forlorn lover, baniſhed from the ob. 
Ject of his affections. No ſooner does Providence open 


© the eye-lids of the morning,” but it meets and wel- 
comes the returning light, courts and careſſes it all 
the day, nor ever Joles ſight of the refulgent charmer 


ſo long as he continues above the horizon! In the morn- 


ing you may perceive it preſenting a golden boſom to 


the eaſt; at noon it points upward to the middle ſky ; 


in the evening follows the jame attractive influence to 


the weſt. 


Surely, Nature is a book, and every page rich win 


"Ind hints. To an attentive. mind, the garden turns 
preacher ; and its blooming tenants are ſo many lively 


ſermons. What an engaging pattern, and what an 


excellent leſſon, have we here! So let the redeemed of 
the Lord look unto Jeſus, | and be conformed to their 
beloved. Let us all be heliotropes (if I may uſe the 
expr eſſion) to the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Let our paſ- 


ſions riſe or tall, take this courſe or that, as his word 
| determines, as his holy example guides. Let us be ſo | 


accommodated, both to his commanding and providen- 
tial will, as che wax is turned to the imprinted ſeal; 


or as the aſpect of this enamoured flower to the ſplen- | 


did ſtar which creates our day. 

In every enjoyment, O thou watchful Chriſtian! look 
unto Feſus; receive it as proceeding from his love, and 
 purchaied by his agcnics. & In every tribulation look 


unto Feſus ; mark his gracious hand, managing the 

_ ſcourge, or mingling the bitter cup, attempering it to 

a proper degree of ſeverity, adjuſting the time of its 

- continuance, and ready to make theſe ſeeming diſaſters 
8 of real good. In every infirmity and fail- _ 


g, look unto Jeſus, thy merciful high-prielt ; plead- 


ing hie atoning blood, and making interceſſion for 


tranſgreſſors. In every prayer look unto Juen, bed 


t. Ila. ſuum, quamwis Ralice tenetur, 
Vertitur ad Selem.------- | Ovid. 
+ Heb. x11. 2. 
$ He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, 
To raiſe us to his throne: 
3 s not a gift his hand bekows — 
Pup coſt his heart a sroan. att. 
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prevailing advocate; recommending thy devotions, and 


* bearing the iniquity of thy holy things.“ In every 
temptation look unto Jcius, the author of thy ſirength, 
and captain of thy ſalvation; who alone is able to lift | 
up tbe hands that hang down, to Iny3ger ate the en- 


tF:ebled knees, and make thee more than conqueror over 


all thy enemies. But eſpecially, when the hour of thy 
departure ap proaches, when * thy fleſh and thy heart 


f tail; when all the ſprings of life are irreparably break— 
ing; then Jook unto Jetus with a believing eye. Like 


expiring Stephen, behold him ſtanding at the right-hand 
of God, on purpoſe to ſuccour his people in this their 


laſt extremity. Yes, my Chriſtian friend, when thy 


journey through life is finiſhed, and thou art arrived on 
the very verge - of mortality; when thou art juſt launch- 


ing out into the inviſible world, and all before thee is 
vaſt eternity; then, O then, be ſure to look ltedfaſtly 


unto Jelus! + See by faith the Lord's Chriſt.“ View 


him as the only way Z to the everlaſting manſions ; z as 


the only || door to the abodes of bliſs. 
Yonder tree, that faces the ſouth, has ſomething too 
remarkable to paſs without obſervation. Like the fruit- 


ful, tho' feeble, vine, ſhe brings forth a large family 


of branches; but, unable to ſupport them herſelf, com- 
mits them to the tuition of a funny wall. As yet, the 


tender twigs have ſcarce gemmed their future bloſſoms. 
However, I may anticipate the weil-known productions; 


and picture to myſelf the paſſion- flower, which will, in 


due time, with a l and copious ſucceſſion, adorn the 


bou ghs. 


I have read, in a eb author, of flowers TOE TM | 
with the names of kings; |||| but here is one emblazoned 


with the marks of the bleeding Prince of Life. I read, in 


the inſpired writings, of apoſtolic men, who bore about, 
in their bodies, the dying of the Lord Jeſus; $ but 


b Here 3 is a blooming religioſo, that carries apparent me- 


* Exod. xxviil. 38. 85 
7 Look ago Me, and he ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth, Iſai, xlv. 22. 


John xiv. 6. H John x. 9. 
I Dic, quivus m Terris in cripti Nomina Reg um BY 
N cantur F. lores: 1——.— N, 


0 2 Cor. iv. 10. 
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morials of the ſame tremendous and fatal cataſtrophe, 


Who would have expected to find ſuch a tragedy of woe 


exhibited in a collection of the moſt delicate delights? 
Or, to fee Calvary's horrid ſcene pourtrayed on the 
ſofteſt ornaments of the gar den? Is Nature then actuated 


by the noble ambition of paying commemorative ho- 
nours to her agonizing Sovereign? Is ſhe kindly ofn- 


cious to remind for 2ettul mortals of that miracle of 
mercy, which it is their duty to contemplate, and their 


happineſs to believe? Or is a ſportive imagination my 
_ Interpreter, and all the ſuppoſed. reſemblance no more 
than the precarious glols of fancy? Be it lo: yet even 


fancy has her merit, when ſhe ſets forth, in ſuch plea- 


ſing imagery, the crucified Jeſus. Nor ſhall I refuſe a 
willing regard to Imagination herſelf, when ſhe employs. 
her creative powers to revive the ſenſe of ſuch unparal- 
leled love, and prompt my gratitude to lo divine a 
friend. | 
That ſpiral tendril, ariſing from the bottom of the 


ſtalk, is it a repreſentation of the ſcourge which laſhed 


the Redeemer's unſpotted fleth, and inflicted thoſe ſtri ipes 
| by which our ſouls are healed ? Or is it twitted for the 


cord which bound his hands in painful and ignominious 
confinement ? thoſe beneficent hands, which were inceſ- 
ſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe the heavy burdens, and 
to impart bleſſings of every choice kind? Bchold the 


nails which were drenched in his facred veins, and ri- 


veted his feet to the accurſed tree: thoſe beautiful“ 
feet, which always went about doing good; and travel- 
led far and near to ſpread the glad tidings of everlatting 
falvation. See the hammer, pondrous and maſſy, that 


drove the rugged irons through the racked nerves; that 
forced a pallage for thoſe dreadful wedges between the 


diſlocated bones. View the thorns which incircled our 


Royal Vaiter's brow, and ſhot their keen afflictive 
points into his bleſſed head; that head which was ever 


meditating peace to poor ſinners, and ſpent many . 


wakeful night in ardent prayer for their happineſs. 


* How beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 5 


publiſheth peace, that briogeth ood tidings of! vod, that e fal- 


vation! Hai, 1 iii. 9 
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of the triumphal laurel, or the odoriterous garland, that 
pungeant and ragged wreath was planted on the meek 


Metiah's forehead! when rude and barbarous blows 

of the ſtrong eaſtern cane “ ſtruck the prickly crown, 

and fixed every thorn deep in his tender temples! +. 
There ſtand the diſciples, ranged in the green impale- 
ment, and forming a circle round the inſtruments of 


their great Commander's torture. They Rand wedged 


D 


in honourable deaths by his fide. O! that they had 


given ſuch proofs of zeal and fidelity in their conduct, 


deſtitute of ſuccours from above, but an expiring va- 


| * pour? What is every faint, if unſupported by powerful 


grace, but an abandoned traitor ? Obſerve the glory, 
delineated in double rays, grand with imperial purple, 
and rich with æthereal blue. But ah! how incapable 


BY, are threads, tho? ſpun by ſummer's fineſt hand, tho? 


dyed in ſnows, or dipped in heaven, to diſplay the im- 
27 maculate excellency of his human, or the ineffable ma- 
jeſty of his divine nature! Compared with theſe ſublime 
perfections, the moſt vivid aſſemblage of colours fades 
into an unmeaning flatnets 3 the molt charming effects 


bead: and fo, as it were, nailed down the thorns into his forehead and 


of biood,”- -Faxily KH i., Vol. II. Set. 188.,---44 It is moſt probable, 


WES (4:ids ihe lame judicious critic,) this was a walking-ſtaff, which they put 


into his hand as a ſceptre; for a blow with 2 flight reed would ſcarce have 
W bcen felt, or have deterved a mentwn in a detail of ſuch dreadful ſuffer- 
ngs.“ Xe, | : | 


al punctures made in the fleth, but principally, becauſe the perioſteum, 


BS - 20 cxquifitely ſenſidle tegument of the bones, y ing in thoſe parts, very 
ear he external ſkin, muſk receive a multitude of mot terrible wounds. 


ide anguith of which could nai fail of being inflamed to an excels of rage, 
* "IMS . . . ' 
5 the continuance or fo many thorny lancets in that extremely. tender 
Tembrane, which,-in ſuch a caſe, | | : 
7j tromblingly alive all o'er, 
Mutt imart aud agonize et every DUE; 


the ſmart! the fiercely throbbing ſmart! when, inſtead 


in firm battalion, and appear like fo many faithful ad- 
3 herents, that breathe a gallant reſolution, either of de- 
*# tending their Lord to the laſt extremity, or of dropping 


as their ſteady poſture, and determined aſpect, ſeem to 
© promiſe! But, alas! what is human firmnels, when 


* They took the reed, ſays the ſacred Hiftorian, and ſmote him on the 


remp:es, and occeſioned thereby exquiſite pain, as well as a great effuſion 


+ The fnart, attending this unparalleled piece of contemptuous barba- 
ry, mutt be inexpreid'y.fevere: not only on account of the many pain- 
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REFLECTIONS | 5 
of licht 810 ſhade are not only mere daubings, but 
an abſolute blank. | 
Among all the beauties which ſhine i in ſunny robes, _ 
and ſip the ſilver dews, this, I think, has the nobleſt 
import, if not the fineſt preſence. Were they all to 
paſs in review, and expect the award of ſuperiority from 
my deciſion, I ſhould not heſitate a moment. Be the 
prize atſigned to this amiable candidate, which has fo 
eminently diſtiv;uifhed, and ſo highly dignined berſelt, 
by bearing ſuch a remarkable reſemblance to- the righ- 
teous Branch, the Plant of Renown.'* While others 
appoint it a place in the parterre, I would tranſplant 
the p7/ſien-flowwer, or rather transfer its ſacred ſignifi- 
cancy, to my heart. There let it bloom, both in ſum- 
mer and in winter; bloom in the moſt impreſſive cha- 
racters, and with an undecaying luſtre. That J alſo 

may wear (wear on my very foul) the traces of Imma- 
nucl, pierced tor my fins, and bruiſed for my tranſgreſ- 
ſions. That I alſo may be crucified 24th Chriſt; + at 
| leaſt in penitential remorſe, and affectionate . ympathy. 

That I may know the tellowſhip of his lufferings 1 and 
feel all my evil affections wounded by his agonies, mor- 
tified by his death. 
- There is another ſubject of the vu kingdom, 
— which, on account of its very uncommon qualities, de- 
mands my particular notice. One fo extremely diffi- 
dent in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her conſtitution, 
that ſhe dares not ventme her {elf abroad in the open air, 
but is nurſed up in the warmth of a hot-bed, and lives 
cloiſtered in the cells of a green-houſe. But the mol 
curicus peculiarity is, that, of all her kindred ſpecies, 
the alone partakes of perceptive life; at leaſt advances 
neareſt to this more exalted Rate of being; and may be 
looked upon as the link which connects the animal and 

the vegetable world. A ftranger, obſerving ber mo— 
tions, Would almctt be induced to ju! \pedt that (he is 
encued with ſome interior depiecs of con cicuinels g 
| caut! ion. For, if yon offer to hit: 


ande this fe Mai ve 74 


So the bleſſed Jeu is d ibed, ſeren 
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ſhe immediately takes an alarm; haſtily contracts her 
fibres; and, like a perſon under apprehenſions of vio- 


lence, withdraws from your finger in a kind of preci- 
pitate diſorder. Perhaps, the beauty of her aſpect 


might be ſullied, or the nicenets of her texture diſcom- 


poſed, by the human touch; therefore, like a coy vir- 
gin, ſhe recedes from all unbecoming familiarities; 
and will admit no ſuch improper, if not pernicious, 
e e,, | | 
Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect, it 


ſuggeſts an inſtructive admonition to the Chriſtian. 
Such ſhould be our apprehenſive timorous care with re- 
gard to fin; and all, even the moſt diſtant, approaches 
of vice. So ſhould we avoid the very appearance of 
evil, and ſtand aloof from every occaſion of falling. If 


ſinners entice, if forbidden pleaſures tempt, or if op- 


portunity beckon with the gain of injuſtice in her hand; 
O! turn from the gilded ſnare; touch not the beauteous 
bane z but fly, fly with haſte, fly without any delay, 


from the bewitching ruin. Does Anger draw near 
v-ith her lighted torch, to kindle the flame of reſent- 


ment in our breaſts? does Flattery ply our ears with 


her enchanting and intoxicating whiſpers? would Diſ- 


content lay her leaden hand upon our temper, and mould 
into our minds her {our leaven, in order to make us a 
burden to ourſelves, and unamiable to others? inſtantly 
let us divert our attention from the dangerous objects, 


and not ſo much endeavour to antidote, as to ſhun, the 
moral contagion. Let us revolve in our meditations 


that wonderful meekneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter, 
which, amidſt the moſt abuſive and provoking infults, 


maintained an uniform tenour . of unſhaken fcrenity. 
Let us contemplate that prodigious humiliation which 


brought Him, from an infinite height above all worlds, 
to make his bed in the duſt of death. Let us ſoothe 


our jarring, our uneaſy paſſions, with the remembrance 


of that cheartulneſs aud reſignat ion, which rendered 


him, in the deep. it poverty, unteignedly thankful ; and, 
under the heavick tribulations, moſt ſubmiſlively pa- 
tient. e „„ 1 


* 


„ teren | 

Harbour not, on any conſideration, the betrayer of 
your virtue. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, to every beguil- 
ing ſolicitation. It it obtrude into the unguarded heart, 
give it entertainment, no, not for a moment. To par- 
ley with the enemy, is to open a door for deſtruction. 
Our ſafety conſiſts in flight; and, in this caſe, ſuſpicion 
is the trueſt prudence; fear the greateſt bravery. Play 
not on the brink of the precipice; flutter not round 
the edges of the flame; dally not with the ſtings of 
death: but reject, with a becoming mixture of ſolici- 
tude and abhorrence, the very firſt inſinuations of ini- 
quity; as cautiouſly as the ſmarting ſore ſhrinks even 
from the ſofteſt hand; as conſtantly as this jealous 
plant recoils at the approaching touch.“ | 
Not long ago theſe curious productions of the ſpring 
were coarſe and miſhapen roots. Had we opened the earth, 
and beheld them in their ſeed, how uncouth and con- 
temptible had their appearance been ! But now they 
are the boaſt of nature; the delight of the ſons of men; 
_ finiſhed patterns for enamelling and embroidery, out- 


Mining even the happieſt ſtrokes of the pencil. They ; JF 


are taught to bloom, but with a very inferior luſtre, f. 
in the richeſt tapeſtries, and moſt magnificent ſilks. Art 


The prophet Iſaiah, in an elegant and lively deſcription of the upright * 
man, ſays---+* He ſhaketh his hands from holding of bribes;* and, I may 
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add, from practiſing any kind of iniquity. The image, exceedingly beau- 1 bs 
tiful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates and enforces the dottrine of > 


this whole ſection. Shaketh his hands; juſt as a perſon would do, who |: 
happens to have burning coals fall into his lap, or ſome venomous creature 
fattening upon his fleſh. In ſuch a caſe, none would ſtand a moment to 


. conſider, or to debate with himſelf the expediency of the thing. He would 8 05 
inſtantly fling off the pernicious incumbrance; inſtantly endeavour to diſen- 1 


gage himſelf from the clinging miſchicf. --Iſa. xxxiii. 15. 


I have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſhing immediately the 2 
very firſt ſparks of temptation, in a variety of views, Becauſc a proper 


behaviour, in this conj uncture, is of ſuch vat importance to the purity, © 9 
the ſafety, and the comfort, of our minds, Becauſe, I had the royal mora- 
lit in my eye; who, deterring his pupils from the path of the wicked, 


cries; With an air of deep concern, and in the language of vehement im- 
portunity, Ccries---+* Avoid it; paſs not by it; turn from it; and pas 


away.” How ftrongly is the counſel urged, by being ſo frequently re- I 
peated; in ſuch a remarkable diverſity of conciſe and abrupt, conſequently 
of forcible and preſſing, admonitions! Prov. iv. 15. PRE 
I The cowſlip ſmiles in brighter yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubil virgin's breaſt: 
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never attempts to equal their incomparable elegancies, 
but places all her merit in copying after theſe delicate 


originals. Even thoſe who glitter in filver, or whoſe 


cloathing is of wrought gold, are deſirous to borrow 
additicnal ornaments from a fprig of jeſſamine, or a 
little aſſemblage of pinks! _ „%%% OW 

What a fine idea may we form, from hence, of the _ 
reſurrection of the juſt, and the ſtate of re- animated 
bodies! As the roots even of our choiceſt flowers, when 
depoſited in the ground, are rude and ungraceful, but, 
when they ſpring up into blooming life, are moſt | 
elegant and ſplendid; ſo the fleſh of a faint, when 
committed to the duſt, alas! what is it? a heap of 
corruption, a maſs of putrefying clay : but, when it 
obeys the great Archangel's call, and ſtarts into a new 


exiſtence, what an aſtoniſhing change enſues! What a 


molt ennobling improvement takes place! That which 
was lown in weakneſs, is raiſed in all the vivacity of 
power; that which was ſown in deformity, is raiſed 
in the bloom of celeſtial beauty. Exalted, refined, and 


"2 glorified, it will ſhine © as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, when it darts the inimitable blue through the 
t 27 fleeces, the ſnowy fleeces of ſome cleaving cloud. _ 
t Fear not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian! fear not, at 
the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb. Thy 
©» ſoul thou mayeſt truſt with thy omnipotent Redeemer, . 
who is Lord of the unſeen world; who has the keys 
„ ol hell and of death.“ Moſt ſafcly may eſt thou truſt thy 
d better part in thoſe beneficent hands, which were 
_— pierced with nails, and faſtened to the ignominious tree, 


for thy ſalvation. With regard to thy earthly taberna- 
cle, be not diſmayed. It is taken down only to be 
> rebuilt upon a diviner plan, and in a more heavenly 
form. It it retires into the ſhadow of death, and lies 
immured in the gloom of the grave, it is only to return 
"XX from a ſhort confinement to endlels liberty. It it falls- 


into diſſolution, it is in order to riſe more illuſtrious 


from its ruins, and wear an infinitely brighter face of : 
perfection and of glory, _ £ e 


2 
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Having now made my panegyric, let me next take 
up a lamentation, for theſe lovelieſt productions of the 
vegetable world; for I foreſee their approaching doom, 
Yet a little while, and all theſe pleaſing ſcenes vaniſh : 


yet a little while, and all the iweets of the breathing, 
all the beauties of the blooming, ſpring, are no more. 
Every one of theſe amiable forms muſt be ſhrivelled to 


deformity, and trodden to the earth. Significant reſem- 
blance this of all created beauty. All fleſh is graſs; 
like the green herbage, liable and prone to fade. Nay, 
all the goodlineſs thereof, its fineſt accompliſhments, and 


what the world univerſally admires, is as the flower of 


the field,“ which loſes its gloſs, decays, and periſhes, 


more ſpeedily than the graſs itſelf, Behold then, ye 
| brightelt among the daughters of Eve! behold your- 
ſelves in this glaſs. See the charms of your perſon 


eclipſed by the luſtre of theſe little flowers, and the 
frailty of your ſtate repreſented + by their tranſient 
* Ifa. xl. 6, 
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The reader will excuſe me, if I imitate, rather than tranſlate, theſe 


lines from Theocritus. If I vary one image, add another, and give a new | 
| turn! to the whole. | 


When ſnows deſcend, and robe the fields : 
in Winter's bright array 

Touch'd by the ſun, the luſtre fades, | 
And weeps itlelf away. | 


When Spring appears, when lets blow, 
And ſhed a rich perfume; | 

How ſoon the fragrance breathes its lag! 
How ſhort-liv'd is the bloom! 


Freſh in the morn, the Summer roſe 
Hangs e Lan tis noon ; 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mourn the pleaſure gone. 


With gliding fire, an evening ftar 
Streaks the autumnal ſkies; 3 | 
0 Shook from the ſphere, it darts away, 
And, in an inſtant, flies. 


Such are the charms that fluſh the cheek, | 
And ſparkle in the eye: 1 
So from the lovely finiſh'd form 


1 tranſient graces Wy: Ny | To 
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glories. A fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed veins; a 
conſumption may emaciate the dimpling cheeks; and a 


load of unexpected ſorrows depreſs thoſe lively ſpirits. 


Or ſhould theſe diſaſters, in pity, ſpare the tender frame 


yet age, inexorable age, and wrinkles, will aſſuredly 
come at laſt; will wither all the fine features, and 


blaſt every ſprightly grace. _ „ 
Then, ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are darken- 


ed, and fink in their obs; when they are rolling in 


agonies, or {wimming in death; how will you ſultain 


the affliction ? How will you repair the loſs * Apply 
your thoughts to religion. Attend to the One Thing 
needful. Believe in and imitate the bleſſed Jeſus. 
Then ſhall your fouls mount up to the realms of happi- 


neſs ; when the well proportioned clay 1s mingled with 


its mean original. The light of God's countenance 


3558 8 O £ 5 0 2 
will irradiate, with matchlefs and conſummate perfec— 


tion, all their exalted faculties. Cleanted entirely from 
every dreg of corruption, like jome untullied mirror, 


they will reflect the complete image of their Creator's 
bholmeſs. O! that you would thus dreſs your minds, 
and prepare for the immortal ſtate ! Then, from ſhining 
among your fellow-creatures on earth; you ſhall be 


tranſlated, to ſhine around the throne of God, Then, 


from being the ſweeteners of our lite, and the delight 
of our eyes, here below; you ſhall paſs, by an eaſy 

tranſition, into angels of light; and become „an ever- 
laſting excellency, the joy of all generations.” 


Ves, ye flowery nations, ye mult all decay. Yonder 
lily, that looks like the queen of the gay creation See, 


how gracefully it erects its majeſtic head! What an air 


of dignity and grandeur ennobles its aſpect! For ele- 
vated mien, as well as for incomparable luſtre, juſtly 
may it be preferred to the magnificent monarch of the 
Eaſt f. But, all ſtately and charming as it is, it will 


hardly ſurvive a few more days. That unipotted 
T0 this the Scaſons, as they roll, | 
Their atteſtation bring: 
They warn the fair; their ev'ry round 
Confirms the truth 1 fing. 
+ Matt. vi. 206 
M3 
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whiteneſs muſt quickly be tarniſhed; and the ſhowy 


form defiled in the duſt. 


As the lily pleaſes with the noble ſimplicity of its 
appearance, the fulip is admired for the gaiety and 
_ multiplicity of its colours. Never was cup either paint- 
ed, or enamelled, with ſuch a proſuſion of dyes. Its 
tinges are ſo glowing; its contraſt ſo ftrong ; and the 


arrangement of them both, ſo elegant and arttul !— 
*T'was lately the pride of the border, and the reigning 


beauty of the delightſul ſeaſon. As exquilitely fine as 


the rainbow, and almoſt as extremely tranſient. It 


ſpread, for a little moment, its glittering plumage ; but 
has now laid all its variegated and ſuperior honours 
down. Thoſe radiant ſtripes are blended, alas! rudely : 
| blended with common mould. 0 
To a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexion, the 
| roſe adds the molt agreeable pertume. Our noſtrils 
make it repeated viſits, and are never weary of drinking 


in its ſweets. A fragrance, fo peculiar ly rich and re- 


viving, tranſpires from its opening tutrs, that every one | 
covets its acquaintance, How have I ſeen even the ac- 

compliſhed Clariſſa, for whom ſo many votaries Jan- 
guiſn, fondly careſſing this little flower! That lovely 


boſom, which is the ſeat of innocence and virtue, whole 


leaſt excellency it is, to rival the delicacy of the purelt 
 inows, among a thouſand charms of its own, thinks 
it poſſible to adopt another from the damaſk rote bud. 
Vet, even this univerſal favourite mult fail: its native 

balm cannot preſerve it from putrefaction. Soon, ſoon, 
muſt it reign all thoſe endearing qualities, and hang 
Neglected on its ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to the ground. 


One could wiſh, methinks, thele lovelieſt of the 


inanimate race a longer exiſtence; but in vain: they 
fade almoſt as ſoon as they flouriſh; within leſs than a 
month their glories are extinct. Let the fun take a few 
more journeys through the iky, then viſit this inchant- 
ing walk, and you will find nothing but a wretched 
wilderneſs of ragged or naked talks. But O! (wy 


ſcul exults in the thought) the garment of celeitial 


5 glory, which ſhall ere long array the re- animated body, 5 
5 will never wax old. The illuſtrious robes of a Savi- 
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our's conſummate righteouſneſs, which are appointed | 
to deck the juſtified ſpirit, are incorruptible and im- 


mortal. No moth can corrode their texture, no num- 
ber of ages ſully their brightneſs. The light of day 
may be quenched, and all the ſtars fink in "obſcurity ; | 


but the honours of “ juſt men made perfect*” are ſub= 


ject to no diminution : inextinguiſhable and uniading is 


the luſtre of the crown. 
Yes, ye flowery nations, ye mult all Aera. Winter, 
like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible conqueror, that car- 


ries fire and {word where ever he advances, demolithes 


towns, depopulates countries, ſpreads flaughter and 


deſolation on every ſide. So, juſt fo, will Winter, 
with his ſavage and unrelenting blaſts, invade this 


beautiful proſpect. The itorms are gathering, and the 
tempeſts muſtering their rage, to fall upon theſe Vege- 
table kingdoms. They will ravage through the domi 
nions of Nature; plunder her riches, and lay waſte 


| her charms. Then, ye trees, muſt ye ſtand ſtript of 
your verdant apparel ; and ye fields be ſpoiled of your 
_ waving treaſures. Then the earth, diſrobed of all her 


gay attire, mult fit in fables, like a diſconſolate Wi- 
dow. The ſun, too, that now rides in triumph round 
the world, and ſcatters gaiety from his radiant eye, 


will then look faintly from the windows of the ſouth; 


and, caſting a ſhort glance on our dejected world, will 


leave us to the uncomfortable gloom of redious nights. 


Then theſe pretty choriiters of the air will chan no 
more to the gentle gales. The lark, the linnet, and 


all the feathered. ſongfters, abandon their notes, and 


indulge their woes. Mute is every fir] and tuneful 
Pipe: the harmony of the woods is at an end: and i- 
lence, (unleſs interrupted by howling winds,) ſullen 


filence, fits brooding upon the boughs, that are now 
made vocal by a thouſand warbling throats. 


But, O! raviſhing remembrance! the ſongs of ſaints 


in light never admit a pauſe for ſadneſs; all heaven 


will reſound with the melody of their gratitude ;z and 


all eternity echo to their triumphant acclamations. 
The en, of chat world, and the harmonious joy 
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of its inhabitants, will be as lating as the divine per-! 
fections they celebrate. Come then, holy Love, and | 


tune my heart; deſcend, celeſtial fire, and touch my 8 
tongue, that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike up, and bear | 
my part, in that great Hoſanna, that everlaſting hymn, 
Yes, yes, ye flowery nations, ye mult all decay. 
And, indeed, could you add the ſtrength of an oak, or 
the ſtability of a pyramid, * to all the delicacy of your 
texture, yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, would 1 
your duration be. For I ſee that all things come to an 8 
end. The pillars of nature are tottering; the founda- |? 
tions of the round world are falling away: «„ The | 
Heavens themſelves wax old like a garment.” But | 
amidſt theſe views of general ruin, here is our refuge; 
this our conſolation; We know that our Redeemer |: # 
liveth. Thy years, bleſſed Jeſus, ſhall not fail: from |! 
everlaſt ing to everlaſting, thou art. {till the ſame ; the 
ſame molt excellent and adorable Being; the ſame omni- 
potent and faithful friend; the ſame all- ſufficient and 
ineſtimable portion. O! may we but partake of thy 
merits, be ſan&ified by thy grace, and received into 
thy glory! Then periſh, if ye will, all inferior de- 
lights; let all that is ſplendid in the ſkies expire, and 
all that is amiable in nature be expunged z let the whole 
extent of creation be turned again into one undiſtin- 
guiſhable void, one univerſal blank; yet, if God be 
ours, we ſhall have enough : if God be ours, we ſhall 
have all, and abound; Þ all that our circumſtances can 


I know not any performance in which the tranſitory nature of theſe 
moſt durable monuments of human grandeur is hinted with ſuch a modet 
air of inſtruction, or their hideous ruin deſcribed in ſuch a pomp of plea- 
ſing horror, as in a ſmall, but ſolemn, pictureſque, and majeſtic Poem, 
i ntitled, The Ruins of Rome; written by the Rev. Mr. Dyer; whom the 
reader (if he has the pleaſure of peruſing that beautiful piece) will eafily 
perceive to have drawn from the originais themſelves; as nothing but the 
fight of thoſe magnificent remains could have inſpired his lines with ſuch | 
vivacity. As a ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation of the remark 
Juggeſted above, 1 take leave to tranſcribe the following paſſage; 
| nnnnonmnnn——n—— The pilgrim oft, | rg 
| At dead of night, mid his oraiſon, hears, 
| Aghiſt, the voice of Time, diſparting tow'rs, 
Tumbling all precipitate down dath'd, 
| Rattling around, loud thund'ring to the moon. 
+ His hand the good man faſtens on the ſkies, | 
And bids earth roll, nor feels the idle whirl. 5 
d 07 2 oe So. Mo; I. 
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want, or our wiſhes crave, to make us inconceivably 
bleſſed and happy; bleſſed and happy, not only through 


this little interval of time, but through the unmeaſurable 


revolutions of eternity. 


The fun is now come forth in his ſtrength, and beats 
fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe. Let me retire to 


vonder inviting arbour. There the woodbines retain 


the lucid drop; and the jeſſamines, that line the ver- 


dant alcove, are ſtil] impearled with dews. Welcome, 


ye refreſhing ſhades! I teel, I feel, your cheering in 


fluence, My languid ſpirits revivez the flackened 


© ? 
all her crimſon channels. 


Reclined on this moſly couch, and ſurrounded by 


finews are new-ſtrung ; and life bounds briſker through 


this fragrant coolneſs, let me renew my aſpirations to 


the ever-preſent Deity. Here let me remember, and 
imitate, the pious Auguſtine, and his mother Monica 
who, being engaged in diſcourſe on the beauties of tae 
viſible creation, roſe by thele ladders to the glories of 


the inviſible ſtate; till they were inſpired with the moſt 


affecting ſenſe of their ſuper- eminent excellency, and 
actuated with the moſt ardent. breathings after their 
full enjoyment ;z inſomuch, that they were almoſt rapt 
up into the bliſs they contemplated; and ſcarce 


c. knew whether dy were in the body, or cut of the 


body.“ 


When tempeſts toſs the ocean, when plaintive ſignals 585 


of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing deep, and me- 


lancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come floating on the 


foaming ſurge, then how delightful to ſtand ſafe on 
ſhore, and hug one's ſelf in conſcious ſecurity! * When 
a glut of waters burſts from ſome mighty torrent, ruſhes 
headlong over all the neighbouring plains, ſweeps away 


the helpleſs cattle, and drives the affrighted ſhepherd 


from his hut; then, from the top of a diſtant emi- 


nence, to deſcry the danger we need not fear, how plea- 


* As Lucretius gave the hint for theſe obſervations, ſo he aſſigns the 


reaſon of the pleaſure ſpecified, It ariics, not from the conſideration of 


another's miſery, this would argue the rankeft maicvolence, but from the 
agreeable contemplation of our own perſonal ſaſety; which, while we 
view C:rcumſtances that are pernicious to others, but harmleſs to our» 


ſelves, is not & little heightened by the contrait.----Suave Mari magno, &. 
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the ſcourges of an enemy; which, inſtead of hurting || 7 
us, ſhall work tor our good. Then, though protane- 
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ſing! Such, methinks, is my preſent ſituation; for 
no the fun blazes from on high; the air glows with 
his fire; the fields are rent with chinks; the roads are 
ſcorched to duſt; the woods ſeem to contract a ſickly 
aſpect, and a ruſſet hue; the traveller, broiled as he 
rides, haſtens to his inn, and intermits his Journey 3-þ 
the labourer, bathed in ſweat, drops the ſcythe, and 
deſiſts from his work; the cattle flee to ſome ſhady co- 1 

vert, or elſe pant and toſs under the burning noon: even 1; N 
the ſtubborn rock, ſmit with the piercing beam, is re.. 
dy to cleave. All things languith beneath the dazzling | 
_ deluge, while I ſhall enjoy a cool hour, and calm re- 
flection, amidſt the gloom of this bowery recels, that | 
ſcarce admits one ſpeck of ſunſhine. _ 
Thus may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, dwell | 
beneath the defence of the Moſt High, and abide under 
the ſhadow of the Almighty. 4 Then, though 4 the 
peſtilence walketh in darknels, and the ſickneſs deſtroy- 
eth at noon-day ; though thouſands tall beſide us, and 
ten thouſands at our right-hand, we need fear no evil, 
Either the deſtroying angel ſhall pais over our houſes, © 
or ele he ſhall diſpenſe the corrections of a friend, not 


v1 * * 7 a . 4 * — we * 5 
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nels and infidelity, tar more malignant evils, breathe / 
deadly contagion, and taint the morais of muititudes 
around us; yet, if the great Father of Spirits «“ hide 
us in the hollow of his hand, we fhall hold faſt our 
integrity, and be faithful unto death. Wo 
Let then, deareſt Lord, O! let thy ſervant, aud tb. | 


people committed to his care, be received into thy pro- 4 1 
tection. Let us take ſanctuary under that tree of life, 5 
_ erected in thy ignominious crols ; let us fly tor ſafety to | . 
that city of refuge, opened in thy bleeding wounds. 74 
Theſe ſhall be a ſacred hiding place, not to be pierced a 1 
by the flames of divine wrath, or the fiery darts of 
_ temptation. | * dying merits, and N obedience, | 'Þ 
| | + Pſalm xci, 1. 1 

+ This was written when a very infectious and mortal digemper raged i in 
tte W „ | | (3 
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ſhall be to our ſouls, as rivers of water in a dry place, 
or as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land.* 


the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapped up like a 
bol, when thy almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun in 
his career, and daſh to pieces the ſtructure of the uni- 
verſe; when the dead, both ſmall and great, ſhall be 
} athered before the throne of thy glory; and the fates 
i of all mankind hang on the very point of a final irre- 


: by thee, and we ſhall not be aſhamed defended by 


thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may we, at that 


ES 
at ; _—_ that unutterable important juncture, be covered 

weith the wings of thy redeeming love; and we ſhall 
11 behold all the horrible convulſions of expiring nature 
0 with compoſure, with comfort! We ſhall even welcome 
2 the conſummation of all things, as the times of refreſli- 
a ing from the preſence of the Lord. + | 
d There are, I perceive, who ſtill attend the flowers; 
il. ” ns in defiance of the ſun, ply their work on every ex- 
„ panded bloſſom. The bees I mean; that nation of 
ot | Thymiſts! to whom nature has communicated the rare 
ns and valuable fecret of enriching themſelves, without 
% Impoveriſhing others; who extract the moſt delicious 
the /- Frup from every fragrant herb, without wounding 
des ts ſubſtance, or diminiſhing its odours, I take the 
ide more notice of theſe ingenious operators, becauſe I 
dur would willingly make them my pattern : while the 

Fay butterfly flutters her painted wings, and tips a little 
the | WEotakic delight, only for the preſent moment; while 
vi 8: gloomy ſpider, worſe than idly buſied, is preparing 
ite, Dis inſidious nets for deſtruction, or fucking venom even 
/ 0 rom the moſt wholeſome plants; this frugal commu- 
Cs, 1 C::, are wiſely employed in providing for futurity, 
4 74 and collecting a copious ſtock of the moſt balmy trea- 


* Iſai. xxxli. ©. 
F Acts iii. 19. 
T1 Ego apts niatinæ 
Mor? mdooue 
Grata caryenti; ma. Hor. 


But moſt of all, in that laſt tremendous day, when 


1 verſible deciſion; then, bleſſed Jeſus, let us be owned 


"of ures, And O! might theſe meditations ſink into me 
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ſoul! Would the God, who ſuggeſted each heavenly 
thought, vouchſafe to convert it into an eftabliſhed 


principle, to determine all my inclinations, and regulate 


my whole conduct! I ſhould then gather advantages 


from the ſame blooming objects, more precious than 
your golden ſtores, ye induſtrious artiſts. I alſo ſhould | 


go home laden with the richeſt ſweets, and the nobleſt 


my mn. „ | 


Here I behold, aſſembled in one view, almoſt all the 


various beauties which have been ſeverally entertaining 
my imagination. The viſtas, ſtruck through an ancient 
wood, or formed by rows of venerable elms, conduc. 
ing the ſpectators obſervation to ſome remarkable ob- 
ject, or leading the traveller's footſteps to this de- 


lightful ſeat. The walls, enriched with fruit- trees, 
and faced with a covering of their leafy extenſions ; J 


| ſhould rather have ſaid, hung with different pieces of 


rature's noble tapeſtry : the walks, neatly ſhorn, and 


lined with verdure, or finely ſmoothed, and coated with 


gravel: the alleys, arched with ſhades, to embower 


ſelvage, each beautiful compartment, and its {ſplendid 
figures: the ſhapely evergreens and flowering ſhrubs, 
which ſtrike the eye, and appear with peculiar dignity, 


in this diſtant fituation: the baſon, with its cryſtal 


fount, floating in the centre, and diffuſing an agreeable 


_ freſhneſs through the whole: the waters falling from 
a a remote caſcade, and gently murmuring as they flow 
along the pebbles: theſe added to the reſt, and all 
ſo diſpoſed, that each recommends and endears each, 
render the whole a molt ſweet raviſhing ſcene of order 
and variety, of elegance and magnificence. 
From ſo many lovely proſpects, cluſtering upon the 


ſight, is it impoſſible not to be reminded of Heaven; 


that world of bliſs; thoſe regions of light, where the 
lamb that was ſlain manifeſts his heatific preſence, and 
2 his ſaints live for evermore. But O! what pencil can 


e 


2 as "Jar Corr, 
1 


our noon-tide repoſe, or thrown open for the free ac- Is 
ceſſion of air, to invite us to our evening recreation: 
the decent edgings of box, which inclole, like a plain 


8 
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ſketch out a draught of that goodly land ! what colours, 
or what ſtyle, can expreſs the ſplendors of Immanuel's 
kingdom! Would fome celeſtial hand draw atide the 
veil. but tor one moment, and permit us to throw a 
ſingle glance on thoſe divine abodes, how would all 
ſublunary poſſeſſions become tarniſhed in our eyes, and 
grow fiat upon our taſte! A glimpſe, a tranſient glimpſe, 


of thoſe unutterable Ken would captivate our 
jouls, and engrots all their faculties. Eden itſelf, alter 
loch a viſion, would appear a cheerlefs defart ; and all 


rar thly charms intolerable deformity. 


Very excellent things are gue of thee, * c! 'ty of. 


God.“ Volumes have been written, and thole by in- 
7 Þ ſpired men, to diſplay the rr of thy perfections. | 
All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſible creation, 


es been called in to aid our conceptions, and elevate 


ar ideas. But, indeed, no tongue can utter, no pen 
an deſcribe, no fancy can imagine, what God, of his 


* rene e. munificence, has prepared for them that love 
lun. Seeing then, that all terreſtrial things muſt 
come to a ſpeedy end; and there remaineth a reſt, a 


bliſsful and everiaiting 'reſt; for the people of God; let 


mern ever he too fondly attached to any preſent ſatisfac- 
TW ticns. Weaned from whatever is temporal, may I 
5 maintain a fuperior indifference for ſuch tranſitory en— 
Jjoyments; but long, long earneſtly, for the manſions 
that are F e the Paraditc © which the Lord hath. | 
& planted, and not man.“ Thither may I tran{mit the 
8 chict of my converſation, and from thencs expect the 


whole of my happineſs. Be that the ſacred, powerful 


magnet, wich ever influences my heart; ever attracts 


my "affections. There are ſuch tranſcendent glories as 
eye has not ſcen; there are ſuch. tranſporting pleaſures | 
as car has not heard ; ; there is fuch a tulncls of joys as 
the thought of man cannot conceive. : 
Into that conſummat e felicity „thoſe eternal fruitions, 
permit me, Ma: e to with Fs in due time, an 
abundant ntlance. Your molt obelient, &c. | 
| N HE RVET. 


* Pſalm xx; xvii. So | 
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With Joy, with Grief, that healing and I fee ; | 
The Skies it form'd, and yet it bled for me, 


— . 
— 


—— — - 
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_— 


| DFSIGN of the Whole. Angels, The viſible Heavens, Stars, Comets, 


P;ancts. Sun. Moon Thunders. Lightnings. Clouds, wintry and 
vernal. Rainbow, Storms and Tempeſts. Peitilence, Heat and Cold. 
Ocean. Woods and Shrubs, Vine and Fruit Trees. Meadows and 


Fields. Mines and Jewels. Fountains and Rivers. Birds. Bees. 


Silkworm. Cattle, and Creatures in every Element. General Chorus 
of Praiſe. . . * | 


ſaith; this, according to St. Paul's eſtimate, is the 


higheſt and happieſt attainment in the ſacred ſcience of 


Chriſtianity. What follows is an attempt to atſifi 


the attentive mind, in learning a line or two of that beſt 
and greateſt leſſon. It introduces the moſt conſpicuous 
parts of the viſtble ſyſtem, as ſo many prompters to our 


dull affections; each ſuggeſting a hint adapted to the 


important occaſion, and ſuited to its reſpective cha- 


racter. 


languiſhing lamp of Divine Love; every production 


in nature will ſtrike a ſpark into the foul; and the 
whole creation concur to raiſe the ſmoaking flax into a 


flame. | | _ | 
Can any thing impart a ſtronger joy to the believer, 


or more effectually confirm his faith in the crucified 


e ets; 


ph. ii. 19. 


F the reader pleaſes to look back on page 115, he 
will find me engaged, by a promiſſory note, to ſub- 
join a Deſcant upon Creation, } 
Io know the love of Chriſt; to have ſuch a deep ap- 
prehenſion of his unſpeakable kindneſs as may produce 
in our hearts an adoring gratitude, and an unteigned 


Can there be a more powerful incentive to devout 
gratitude, than to conſider the magnificent and delicate 
| ſceves of the univerſe, with a particular reference to 
| Chriſt as the Creator? Every object, viewed in this 
light, will ſurely adminiſter inceflant recruits to the 


e 
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Jeſus, than to behold the heavens declaring his glory, 
and the firmament ſhewing his handy work ? Surely, it 
muſt be matter of inexpretſible conſolation to the poor | 
| ſinner, to obſerve the honours of his Redeemer, writ- 
EN ten with ſun beams, over all the face of the world. 
Wwe delight to read an account of our incarnate Fe- 
# hovah, as he is revealed in the books of Moſes and the 
ph as he is diſplayed in the writings of the 


1 1 evangeliſts and apoſtles, Let us alto endeavour to 
4 ſee a ketch of his perfections, as they ſtand delineated - 
8 45 in that ſtately volume, where every leaf is a ſpacious 
plain, every line a flowing brook, very pert 10d a lofty 5 
q mountain. | 
e Should any of my readers be unexerciſed in ſuch {pe- 
— i, culations, I beg leave (in purſuance of my promiſe) to 
1 preſent them with a ſpecimen; or to offer a clue, which 
P* > © may pollibly lead their minds into this molt i improving 
ce and delightful train of thinking. 
ec Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidity of the 
he“ Feine obſervations, or to condemn them as the 
ot voice of rant, and the lawleſs flight of fancy, I muſt 
« | Zentreat ſuch perſons to recollect, that the grand doctrine, 
e 


the hinge on which they all turn, is warranted and 
. Weitabliſhed by the unanimous teſtimony of the inſpired 
penmen; who frequently celebrate Immanuel, or Chriſt 


£ 2 


n 
8 — 


-_ 
PR" 
— 
— 4; — is 
mene. 


FJeſus, as the great Almighty cauſe of all; afſuring us, 
12 - Fe that all things were created by Him, 1 for Him; 
55 and that in Him all things confiſt. “8 
put | 1 


On ſuch a ſubject, what is wonderful, is far from 


ate being extravagant. To be wonderful, is the inſepa- 
to 4 Table characterihic of God and his works; e pecially 
his A Wot that moſt diſtinguiſhed and glorious event of the 
the 1 divine works, Redemption ; ſo glorious, that all the 
on miracles in Egy pt, and the marvellous acts in the field 
the of Zoanz' aul that the Jewiſh annals have recorded, or 
0 4 the human car has heard; all dwindle into trivial events, 
| re ſcarce worthy to be remembered, I in compariſon. 
vel, 2 | of 
fed s Col. i. 6 17. Before my readei enters upon the following Deſcant, he 


eſu ſy | 5 


is d. fired to peruſe the Note, page 92. 
4 ns xliii. 18. f 225 


148 A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 
of this infinitely grand and infinitely gracious trani. 
action. Kindled, therefore, into pleaſing aſtoniihment, 1 
by ſuch a ſurvey, let me give full ſcope to my medita. || # 
tions; let me pour out my whole ſoul on the bound- 
leſs ſubje& ; not much regar ding the limits which cold 
criticiſm, or coider unbelief, mipht preicribe. 

0D ye Angels, that ſurround the throne; ye princes 
i of. Heaven, that * excel in ſtrength, * and are cloathed 
with tranicendent brizhtnels; lle, who placed you in 
thoſe ſtations of exalted honour, and dignified your na- 
ture with ſuch eng endowments; He, whom you 
all obey, and ali adore ; He took not on Him the angelic 2 3 
form, but was made fleſh, and found in faihion as 4 
man. Like us wretched mortals, he was ſubjet to 
wearineſs, pain, and every infirmity, fin only excepted; 
that we might one day be raiſed to your ſublime Þ 
anodes, be adopted into your bliſsful ſociety, and join 4 W 
with your tranſported choir, in giving glory to Him 
that fitteth upon the throne, arid to the Lamb tor ever | 
and ever. 1 Y 
O ye Heavens, whoſe azure arches riſe inen, 
high, and ſtretch immcaſurably wide; ſtupendous am- 
phitheatre ! amidſt whole vaſt expanſive circuit, orbs 
of the molt dreadtul grandeur are perpetually running 
their amazing races; unfathomable depths of mites! W 
where worlds unnumbered float, and, to our limited 
fight, worlds unnumbered are loſt : He, who adjuſted 
your dimenſions with his ſpan, and formed the magni- Þ 5 
ficent ſtructure with his word; He was once wrapt in 
ſwaddling-cloaths, and laid in a manger; that the 
benefits accruing to his people, through his moſt mert- 
torious humiliation, might have no other meaſure o | 
their value than immenſity; might run parallel, in their [3 
duration, with eternity. 1 
Ve Stars, that beam with inextinguiſhable brilliancy 
through the midnight ſky ; oceans of flame, and cen- 
tres of worlds though ſeemingly little points of light | WM 
He, who ſhone, with eflential fulgenes, innumerable F3 


ages, 


4 Rev. v. 13. 
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ages, before your twinkling tapers were kindled ; and 


will ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and beauty, when 
your places in the firmament ſhall be known no more; 
He was involved, for many years, in the deepeſt obſcu- 
rity ; lay concealed in the contemptible city of Nazareth; 
lay diſguiſed under the mean habit of a carpenter's 


ſon; that He might plant the heavens, I as it were, 


with new conſtellations z and array theſe clods of earth, 
theſe houſes of clay, with a radiancy far ſuperior to 


yours; a radiancy which will adorn the very Hea- 


ven of heavens, when you ſhall vaniſh away like 


ſmoke; F or expire as momentary ſparks from the 


ſmitten ſteel, _ BT „„ 
Comets, that ſometimes ſhoot into the illimitable 


tracts of æther, farther than the diſcernment of our eye 


is able to follow, {umetimes return from the long, 


long excurſion, and ſweep our, affrighted hemiſphere _ 


with your enormous fiery trainz that ſometimes make 


near approaches to the tun, and burn almoſt in his im- 


mediate beams; ſometimes retire to the remoteſt diſ- 


tance, and freeze, for ages, in the exceſſive rigours of 


winter; He, who, at his ſovereign pleaſure, withdraws 


the blazing wonder, or leads forth the portentous ſtran- 
ger to ſhake terror over guilty kingdoms; He was 


overwhelmed with the molt ſhocking amazement, and 
plunged into the deepelt anxiety 3 was chilled with ap- 
prehenſions of fear, and ſcorched by the flames of aveng- 


ing wrath ; that I, and other depraved rebellious crea- 


tures, might not be eternally agitated with the extremes 


of jarring paſſions; oppoſite, yet, on either ſide, torment- 


ing; far more tormenting to the ſoul than the ſevereſt 
degrees of your heat and cold to the human ſenſe, 


. | Ye 

s n. . 1 850 
Alluding to a paſſage in Iſaiah, which is, I think, grand and elevated 
beyond all compariſon, * Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon 
the earth beneath: for the heavens ſhall vaniſh away like fnoke, and the 
earth ſnall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein thall die 
like the teeble inſect: but my righicouſneſs thall be for ever, and my ſal- 
vation thall not ve aboliſhed." Ifalah, li. 6. With the great Vitringa, 1 
tranſlate the words JI MY not, in like manner ; but, like the feeble inſect. 


Which renders the period more complete; the tenſe more emphatical; 


and is more agreeable to che genius of the ſacred original. 
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traverle the regions of the ky; ſanietincs climbing 
millions and. millions of miles above, ſometimes de- 


— — 


impels you with ſuch wonderful rapidity, and guides: 


. A 
above your ſcanty rounds ; Ke once became a helpleſs ” 
infant, ſojourned in our inferior world, fled from the 
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180 A DESCANT UPON CREATION. 
Ye Planets, that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 


ſcending as far below, the great axle of your motions ; 

ye, that are ſo minutely faithful to the viciſſitudes of PF* 
day and night, fo exactly punctual in bringing on the] 
changes of your relp ective le aſons; He, who launched “ 
you at firſt from his mighty arm, who continually 


0 with ſuch perfect regularity; who fixes * the 
abitation of his holineſs and his glory, infinite heights 


perſecutor” s (word, and wandered as A vagabc nd in a 


$ 
* 
1 
foreign land; that He might lead our feet into the way 8 
of peace; that He might bring us aliens near to God, 
5 


bring us exiles home to heaven. 1 
Thou Sun, inexhnuſted ſource of bohe; * heat, 1 


and comfort who, without the affiſtance of any other 
fire, ſheddeft day through a thouſand realms, and, not 
confining thy munificence to realms only, extendeſt thy 
enlightening influences to furrounding worlds; prime 


cheerer of the animal, ard great enlivener of the vege- ÞÞ 


table tribes ! ſo beautiful | in thyſelt, ſo beneacial in thy * 


effects, that erring Heathens addrelled thee with adora- 
tions, and miſtook thee {or their Maker! He, who fill- 
ed thy orb with a proſuſion of luſtre, before whom thy 
meridian ſplendors are but a ſhade ; He diveſted him- F® 
ſelf of his all-tranſcending diſtinEtions, and drew a veil 8 

over the effulgence of his civinity, that, by ſpeaking 1 
to us, face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto his friend, 

He might ditpel our inteilectual darkneis. His * viiage 
was marred,? band He became whe ſcern of men, tie © 
_ outcaſt of the people; that, by this manifeitation of his 
unutterably tender regard for our welfare, He might dit- WA 


d 5 
fuſe many a gleam of joy through our dejecied minds; 


that, in another ſtate vi chings, He ni: ht clothe even 
dur r fallen Nature with the + boncyrs ot th. at mignificent 
 luminary, 


+ u. Iii. 14. 
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luminary, and give all the righteous to thine for th ag 
the ſun in the kingdom of their father. | 

Thou Moon, that walkeſt among the hoſt of Baird 
and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior to them all. 
Fair ruler of the night! {ometimes half reſtoring the 
day with thy waxing brightneſs; ſometimes waning 
into dimnels, and ſcarcely ſcattering the noGurnal 
gloom; ſometimes covered with ſackcloth, and alarm- 
mg the gazing nations; Re, who dretſes thy opake 

giobe, in beaming, but horrow'd filver ; He, whoſe dig- 
nity is unchangeable, underived, and all his own; He 

vouchfated to wear a body of clay. He was content to 
appear as in a bloody ecliple, ſhorn of his reſplendent | 
beams, and ſurrounded with a night of horror, which 
knew not one reviving ray. Thus has he impowered 
kis church, and al! kelievers: to tread the moon under 
their feet“. Hence, intpirecd with the hope of brighter 
glory, and of more enduring blits, are they enabled to 
triumph over all the vain anxieties, aud vainer amuſe- 
ments, of this ſublunary, precariqus, mutable World. 

Ye Thundeis, that, awfully grumbling in the diſe 
tant clouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form the 
firſt eflays of a far more frightful peal; or {uddenly 
burſting over our heads, rend the vault above, and ſhake _ 
the ground below, with the hideous, horrid crack ; 
ye, that ſend your tremendous vollies from pole to pole, 
ſtartling the ſavage herds, and aſtoniſhing the human 
race; He, who permits terror to ſound her trumpet in 

your deep, prolonged, inlarging, aggravated roar ; He 
| uttered a feeble infantile cry in the (table, and ſtrong 
expiring groans on the accurſed tree; that he might, 
ia the gentleſt accents, w hiſper peace to our louls ; and, 
at length, tune our voices to the melody of Heaven. 

O ye Lightnings, that brood, and lie couchant, in 
the ſulphureous vapours ; that glance, with forked [urys 
trom the angry gloom, {wifter and fiercer than the hion 
ruſhes from his den; or open into vait expantive iteets 

ot flame, ſublimely waved over the proſtrute world, and 
| - N feartully 


# Rev. xii, I. | t Plal. xxix. 8. 


; af 
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fearfully lingering in the affrighted ſkies; ye, that 
formerly laid in aſhes the licentious abodes of luſt and 


violence ; that will, ere long, ſet on fire the elements, 85 
and co-operate in the conflagration of the globe; He, 


who kindles your flaſh, and directs you when to ſally, 


and where to ſtrike; He, who commiſſions your whirl- 
ing bolts, whom to kill, and whom to ſpare ; He re- 


ſigned his ſacred perſon to the moſt barbarous indigni- 
ties; ſubmitted his beneficent hands to the ponderous 
hammer, and the piercing nail; yea, with-held not his 


heart, his very heart, from the ſtab of the executioner's 
ſpear. And, inſtead of flaſhing contuſion on his out- 


rageous tormentors, inſtead of plunging them to the 


depths of hell with his frown, He cried, in his laſt 


moments, and with his agonizing lips, He cried, Fa- 


ther, forgive them; for they know not what they do! 


O! what a pattern of patience for his {aints! What 


an object of admiration for angels! What a conſtella- 


tion of every mild, amiable, and benign virtue; ſhin- 
ing, in this hour of darkneſs, with ineffable ſplendor 
and beauty“! Hence, hence it is, that we are not 


* One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the d'fingenuous temper 
and perverſe taſte of Celſus; who attempts to turn this moſt diftinguiſh- 
ing and ornamental. part of our Lerd's life, into ridicule and reproach.--- 
Having ſpoken of Chr, as deſpitetully uf, and arrayed in a purple 
robe; crowned with thorns; and holding, by way of mock majeſty, a 
reed inſtead of a ſceptre, {ior he enters into all tacie circumitances, which 
is a teftimony to the'r trutn even from tre month of an enemy,) he adds 
T. 2%, & jan TfIC9y, anna vuy Sy I840y 76 Emre yes; xs T5; ar Nuvng 
Faults sabo fps, x TH; vSpifoulats £15 eauioy re xa Toy w ie f ao xc; 

Orig. contra. Cels. p. 81. 1. % UV, in the name of wonder, does He nit, on 
this occaſion, at leaſt, act the God? Why des he not deliver himſelf from this 
ſhocking ignominy 5 or *xecute ſome firnal vengeance, on the authirs of ſuch inju- 
rioits and abuſive inſults, both of Himſelf and his Father ?-- Why, Celſus? Be- 
cauſe, He Was meckneſs and gentleneſs itſelt: Whereas your deities were 
flaves to their own turbulent and refentiul patiions, Becaute they were 
little better than ſavages in human ſhape; who tov often made a merit of 
laughter, and took a norr!d pride in ſpilling blood. While Chriſ was the 
prince of peace, and came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to fave. Be- 
cauſe, any madman on earth, or fury from hell, is capable of venting his 
rage. But who, amidit ſuch unſufferable provocations and barbarities; 
wao, having in his own hand, the power to reſcue himſelt, the power to 
avenge himſelf; could ſubmit to all, with an unruffled ſerenity of pa- 
tience; and not only not be exaſperated, but overcome, in fo triumphant a 

manner, evil with good? None but Chriſ! None but Chrit! This was com- 
_ paHon worthy of a God ; clemency and charity truly divine, 


trembling 


There fore, 88 


l <6 $2 3s 


* 


doomed to dwell with everlaſting burnings. | 
Ye frowning wintry Clouds, oceans pendant 


an arſenal f of warlike ſtores; He, who opens your 


ſluices, and a flood guſhes forth, to deitroy the fruits of 
the earth, and drown the huſhandman's hopes; who 
moulds you into trozen balls, and you are ſhot, linked 


with death * on the troops of his enemies; He, in 


Read of diicharging the furiouſneſs of his wrath upon 


this guilty head, poured out his prayers, poured. out 
his ſighs, poured out his very ſoul, for me and my 


fellow tranſgreſſors; that, by virtue of his ineſtimable 
propitiation, the overflowings of divine good-will might 


be extended to ſinful men; that the ſkies might pour 


down righteouſneſs; and peace, on her downy wings, 
peace, with her balmy bleſlings, deſcend to dwell on 
earth. „ „„ ig gies mo 


Ye 


| Therefore, the calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent objector, in another 


place, carries its own confutation: or rather, falls with a Weight of infa- 


my on his dunghill deities; while it bears a moſt honourable teſtimony to 


the majeftic and . invincible meekneſs of our Saviour.--Zu wey, fays he to 
the Curiſtian, Tx ayataals 78)wy 12 opuy xalayenaxis, of avloy ye Toy Ato- 


VUTOVY 1 Toy He ce @ 201) £6 ENorIopnr orcs EX xy vTUg of Haifwy anyiatag* 


Toy Ye Toy Ocoy Waporin xalat youre; xo nohatovleg, M 0s THe Sparays 


Jeg memovfarry, ibid. p. 404. i. e. You, indeed, take upon You 10 deride the 
Images of our Deity ; but if Bacchus himyelf, or Hercules, had been preſent, 
You would net have dared to offer ſuch an Afﬀront 5 or if you Ja been fo pre- 


ſumptuous, would have ſeverely ſmarted for yutr I ſolence. V ereas, they 


who tormented the very Per ſen of your God, and even extended him with mortal 


agony on the croſs, /ufferei no eſecis of his dijpleaſure, 


t Juvenal 1. ems to contider the clouds under this ſame character, in 


that beautiful line, 


Quicquid babent Telorum Armamentaria Cœli. 


1 7b has informed us, for what purpoſe the magazines of the Firma- 


ment are ſtocked with hail. 'I hat they may be ready agaimyji the Day of 


Battle and War. Job xxxviii. 23. Jſbua has recorded, what terrible 


laughter has been made by thote miſſive weapons of the Almighty. 


| 728. x. 11.---- Modern hitorians relate, that, when Edward III. invaded 


rance, a ſhower of hailſtones deſcended, of ſuch a prodigious fize, that 
ſix thouſand hories, and one thoutand men, were ſtruck dead indantane- 
ouſly.--But, the moſt dreadful deicrigtion of this gicat o:dna;.ce of the 
Heavens, is given us in Rev. Xvi. 21. There fell upon men à great Hail out of 


Heaven, every le about the weight of a talent. 
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trembling under the lightnings of Mount Sinai, that 
we are not blaſted by the flames of divine vengeance, or 


| in the 
air, and burdening the winds ; He, in whoſe hand you 
are an overflowing ſcourge; or, by whoſe appointment, 
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Ve yernal Clouds, furls of finer air, folds of ſofter 


moiſture ; He, who draws you in copious exhalations 
from the briny deep, bids you leave every diſtaſteful 


quality behind, and become floating fountains of _ 


ſweeteſt waters; He, who diſſolves you into gentle 


rain, and diſmiſſes you in fruitiul ſhowers; Who 
kindly commiſſions you to drop down fatneſs, as you 


fall, and to ſcatter flowers over the field; He, in the 
unutterable bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without any 
comforting ſenſe of his Almighty Father's preſence. 
He, when his bones were burnt up like a firebrand, 


had not one drop of that ſacred conſolation, which, on 


may of his aiflicted ſervants, has been diſtilled as the 
evening dews, and has given ſongs in the night' of 
diſtreſs; that, from this unallayed and inconſoleable 


anguiſh of our all- gracious Maſter, we, as from a well 
of ſalvation, might derive large draughts of {piritual | 


refreſhment. 


Thou grand ethereal Bow, whoſe beauties fluſh the 
firmament, and charm every ſpectator ; He, who paints 


| thee on the fluid ſkirts of the ſky, who decks thee 
with all the pride of colours, and bends thee into that 


gracetu] and majeſtic figure; at. whoſe command thy 
vivid ſtreaks ſweetly rite, or ſweetly fade; He, thro? 
all his life, was arrayed in the humble garb of poverty; 
and, at his exit, wore the gorgeous garment of con- 


tempt ; inſomuch, that even his own familiar friends, 


_ aſhamed or afraid to own him, „hid, as it were, their 
faces from him;'f to teach us a becoming difdain 
for the unſubſtantial and tranſitory glitter of all worldly 


vanities; to introduce us in robes brighter than 


the tinges of thy reſplendent arch, even in the robes 
of his own immaculate righteoulne!s, to introduce us 
before that auguſt and venerable throne, which the 


peaceful rainbow ſurrounds; ſurrounds as a pledge 


Ss . £ my” 
t La. lii. 3. Von BM TWDNY Fuit tanquam aliquis, a que quiſque fa- 


of inv iolable fidelity, and infinite mercy, 


ciem occultaret. He was as ſome flagitious and abandoned wretch, from whom 


every one, difdaining ſuch a characfer and diſclaiming ſuch an acquaint» 


Vice, ſtudiouſly hid his face. 
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Ve Storms and Tempeſts, which vex the continent, 


and toſs the ſcas; which daſh navies on the rocks, and 
drive foreſts from their roots; He, whole breath rouſes 


you into ſuch reſtleſs fury, and whoſe nod controuls 
you in your wildeſt career; He, who holds the rapid 
and raging hurricane in ſtraightened reins; and walks, 
dreadfully ſerene, on the very wings of the wind; He 
went, all meek and gentle, like a lamb to the flaughter 


for us; and, as a ſheep before her ſhcarers is dumb, ſo 


he opened not his month. Thus are we inſtructed to 


bear, with decent magnanimity, the various aſſaults of 


adverſity; and to pais, with a becoming tranquillity of 
temper, through all the zude blaſts of injurious treat- 
ment, Thus are we delivered from the unutterably 


fiercer ſtorms of incenſed and inexorable juſtice; from 


the © Fire, the brimſtone, and the horrible tempeſt, 


which will be the final portion of the ungodly.“ 


Thou Peſtilence, that icatrereſt ten thouſand poiſons 


from thy balctul wings, tainting the air, and inteeting 


the nations; under whole malignant influence joy is 


blaſted, and nature ſickens; mighty regions are depo- 


pulated, and once crowded cities are left without inha- 
bitants; He, who arms thee with inevitable deſtruc- 
tion, and bids thee march before * his angry counte- 
nance, to ſpread deſolation among the tents of the 


wicked, and be the forerunner of far more fearful indig- 


nation; He, in his holy humanity, was arraigned as a 


criminal; and, though innocence itfelf, yea, the very 


pattern of perfection, was condemned to die like the 
moſt execravle miſcreant. As à nuance to ſociety, and 


the very bane of the public happineſs, he was hurried 


away to execution, and hammered to the gibbet; that 
by his blood He might prepare a ſovereign medicine, 
to cure us of a more fatal diſtemper than the peſtilence 
which walketh in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs which de- 
ſtroyeth at noon day; that he might himſelf ſay to our 


* Before Lim went the Pelilence, Hab. ifi. f. 
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laſt enemy, O death, I will be thy plague ; O grave, 1 ; 
will be thy deſtruction.“' 8 5 
Heat, whole burning influence parches the Lybian | 


wilds, tans into loot the Ethiopian” s complexion, and 


makes every ſpecies of life pant, and droop, and lan- 


guiſh: Cold, whoſe icy breath glazes yearly the Ruſ- 


"Han teas z often glues the frozen "ailor to the cordage, 


and ſtiffens the traveller into a fratue of rigid fleſh : 


He, who ſometimes blends you both, and produces the 
moſt agreeable temperature; ſometimes ſutters you to 


act ſeparately, and rage with intolerable ſeverity 3 that 


King of Heaven, and contreuler ws univerial nature, 
when dwelling in a tabernacle of clay, was expoſed to 
chilling damps, and ſmitten by ſultry beams. The 


ſtars, in their midnight watches, heard him pray; and 
the ſun, in his meridian fervours, law him toil. Hence 


are our frozen hearts diffolved into a mingled flow of 


wonder, love, and joy; being cenſcious of a deliverance 


from thoſe inſufterable flames, which, bindled by divine 


indignation, burn to the loweſt hell. 


Thou Ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, wh ſunk 


that capacious bed for thy reception, and poured the 
liquid element into unfathomable channels; before 


whom all thy foaming billows, and floating moun- 
tains, are as the mall drop of a bucket; who, by the 


leaſt intimation of his will, ſwelld thy fluid kingdoms, 


in wild contuſion, to mingle with the clouds; or reduces 


them, in calm compoſure, to flumber on the ſhores; 


He, ou 8 once gave thee a warrant to overwhelm the 
whole earth, and bury all its degenerate inhabitants in a 
watry grave, but has now laid an everlaſting embar go 


on thy boiſterous waves, and bound thee, all fierce and 


madding as thou art, in chains ſtronger than adamant, 


yet formed of deſpicable fand; all the waves of ven- 


geance and wrath, of tribulation and anguiſh, paſſed 


over His crucified body, and His agonizing ſoul; that 
we might emerge from thoſe e of miſery, from 


that 
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chat abyſs of guilt, into which we were plunged by 
Adam's fall, and more irretrievably funk by our own 
tranſgreſſiens; that, at the laſt, we might be reſtored 
to that happy world, which 1s repreſented, in the viſion 
of God, as having“ no ſea , to denote it's perpetual 
1 and undiſturbed ſerenity. 


Je Mountains, that overlook the clouds, and project 


a ſhade into diſtant provinces ; everlaſting pyramids 
of nature, not to be ſhaken by conflicting elements; 


not to be ſhattered by the bolts of thunder, nor im- 
paired even by the ravages of time; He, who bid your 


ridges riſe ſo higb, and your foundations ſtand ſo faſt; 


He, in whoſe ſcale you are lighter than duſt, in whole | 
eye you are leis than nothing ; He ſunk beneath a 
load of woes; woes inlupportable, but not his own ; 

when he took our iniquities upon him ſelf, and heaved 
the more than mountainous burden from a guilty 


world, : 
Le verdant Woods, that crown our hills, and are 


crowned yourſelves with leaty hondurs; ye humble 
Sbrubs, adorned, in ſpring, 
and tanned, in ſummer, by. g gentle gales; ye, that in 


with opening bloſſoms; 


diſtant climes, or in . gardens, breathe out 


ſpicy odours, and embalm the air with delightful per- 
fumes; your ail-glcrious and ever bleſſed Creator's 


head was incircled with the thoiny wreath ; his face 


Was defiled with contumelious ſpitting; and his body 
| bathed in a bloody ſweat z that we might wear the 
crown, the crown cf glory, which fadeth not away; and 
live fer evermore, ſurrounded with delights, as much 


lurpatiing yours, as Yours excecd the rugged deſolations 


| of Winter. 

Thau mantling Vine; He who hangs. on thy ſlender 
ſhoots, the rich, traniparent, weighty clutter ; who, 
under thy unoinamented foliage, and amidſt the pores. 


of thy oti:crwite worthleſs bough, prepares the liquor, 


the refined and exalted . which cheers the pa- 
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are elevated and waving in air; or diffuſed, in eaſy con- 


finement, along a ſunny wall: He, who bends you | 


with a lovely burden of delicious fruits; whole genial 


warmth beautifies their rind, and mellows their taſte: | 
He, when voluntarily ſubject to our wants, inſtead of 


being refreſhed with your generous juices, or regaled 


with your luſcious pulp, had a loathſome potion of 
vinegar, mingled with gall, addreſſed to his lips: 
that we might fit under the ſhadow of his merits with _ 
great tranquillity and the utmoſt complacency ; that, 
ere long, being admitted into the Paradiſe of God, we 
might eat of the tree of lite 4, and drink new wine 


with him in his Father's kingdom. TY 
_ Ye luxuriant Meadows; He who, without the ſeedſ- 


man's induſtry, repleniſhes your irrignous lap with 


never-failing crops of herbage, and enamels tneir cheer- 


ful green with flowers of every hue : ye fertile Fields; © 


He, who bleſſcs the labours of the huſbandman, en- 


- riches your well-tilled lains with waving harveſts, and 
calls forth the ſtaff of life from your turrows : He, 
who cautes both meadows and fields to laugh and ſing, 
for the abundance of plenty: He was no ſtranger to 
corroding hunger, and parching thirit. He, alas! eat 
the bitter bread of woe, and had © plenteouſneis of 
tears to drink: that we might partake of richer 


dainties than thoſe which are produced by the dew of 


heaven, and proceed from the fatneſs of the earth: 
that we might feed on * the hidden manna, and eat 
the bread which giveth life, eternal life, unto the world. 
Lie Mines, rich in yellow ore, or bright with veins 
of ſilver, that diſtribute your ſhining treaſures as far 


as winds can watt the veliel of commerce; that beſtow 
your alms on monarchs, and have princes tor your pen- 


fioners: ye beds of Gems, the toy-ſhops of nature, _ 
which form, in dark retirement, the glittering ſtone ; 
D/amonds, that ſparkle with a brilliant water; Rubies, 


that 


+ Rev. Il. 7. 


tions, and fills the cup of joy: Trees, whoſe branches 


„% erat Ge EE ds ones. 
— — n y * 


with the faireſt drapery of the ſky; Topaz, emblazed 
with the golden gleam; Amethyſt, impurpled with the 


Jeruſalem; that ſplendid city ! whole ſtreets are paved 


wall garniſhed with all manner of precious ſtones *. 


with your tribute ; He, who ſupplies all your currents 
from his own ever-flowing and inexhauſtible liberality; 
He, when his nerves were racked with exquiſite pain, 
and his blood inflamed by araging fever, cried, 1 _ 


ſingle drop of water; that we, having all ſufficiency - 
in all things, might abound to every good work ; might 
be filled with the taineſs of ſpiritual bleſſings here, and 


due ſtructures wich all the nicety of proportion; you 
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that EW with a crimſon flame; Emeralds, dipped 
in the freſheſt verdure of ſpring ; Sapphires, decked 
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bluſhes of the morning; He, who tinctures the metal- 
lic duſt, and conſolidates the lucid drop; He, when 
ſojourning on earth, had no liches, but the riches of 
diſintereſted benevolence; had no ornament, but the or- 
nament of unſpotted purity. Poor he was in his cir- 
cumſtances, and mean in all his accommodations; that 
we might be rich in grace, and „obtain ſalvation 
with eternal glory: that we might inhabit the New 
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with gold; whoſe gates are formed of pearl; and the 


Ye guſhing Fountains, that trickle portable ſilver 
through the matted graſs; ye fine tranſparent Streams, 
that glide, in cry ſtal waves, along your tringed banks; 
ye deep and ſtatel) Rivers, that wind and wander in 
your courle, to ſpread your favours wider, that glad- 
den kingdoms in your progreſs, and augment the ſea 


and was denied, (unparalleled hardſhip!) in this | 
great extremity, was denied the poor refreſhment of a +. 


bereaiter be fatisfied with that fulneſs of joy, which i is 
at God's right-hand for evermore. 

Ye Buds, chearful tenants of the bough, daily 
dreſſed in gloſſy plumage, who wake the moin, and 
ſolace the groves, with your artleſs lays; inimitable _ 
architects! who, without jule or line, build your pen- 


© Þ | have 
Rey. xXi, 19, 21. f 
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have each his commodious neſt, rooted with ſhades, bd 5 
lined with warmth, to protect and cheriſh the callow 
| brood. But He, who tuned your throats to harmony, 


and taught you that curious ſkill; He was a man 
of ſorrows, and had not where to lay his head; had 
not where to lay his head, till he felt the pangs of dil. 


ſolution, and was laid in the ſilent grave; that we, 
_ dwelling under the wings of Omnipotence, and reſting 
in the boſom of infinite Love, might ſpend an harmo- 


nious eternity, in * ſi nging the long of Moſes and of 


the Lamb.“ 
Bees, e workmen | that ſweep, with buſy ard 


wing, the flowery garden, and ſearch the blooming - 
heath, and ſip the mellifluous dews ; ſtrangers to idle- 


neſs! that ply, with inceſſant aſſiduity, your pleaſing 
taik, and ſuffer no opening bloſſom to paſs unexplored, 


no ſunny gleam to ſlip away unimproved ; molt inge- 
nious artificers ! that cling to the fragrant buds, drain 
them of their treaſured ſweets, and extract (if I may 


ſo ſpeak) even the odoriferous fouls of herbs, and plants, 


and flowers: you, when you have compleated your 


work; have collected, refined, and ſecurely lodged the 
ambroſial ſtores; when you might reaſonably expect 


the peaceful fruition of your acquiſitions ; 3 you, alas! 


are barbaroufly deſtroyed, and leave your hoarded deli- 


cacies to others; leave them to be enjoyed by your very 

murderers. I cannot but pity your hard deftiny! 

How then ſhould my bowels melt with ſympathy, and 
my eyes flow with tears, + when I remember, that 


thus, thus it fared with your and our incarnate Maker | 


After a life of the moſt exemplary and exalted picty; a a 
life, filled with offices of beneficence, and labours of 


love; He was, by wicked hands, crucified and ſlain. 
He left the honey of his toil, the balm of his blood, 
- and the riches of vis obedience, to be ſhared among 


others; 


4 Cant thou, ungratefſul man, his torments be 
Ny dr op a car tor him, who pour d hi blood tor thee? 
Ce | | „ Piit's Poems. 


* 
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others; to be ſhared even among thoſe who too often 
crucify him afreſh, and put him to open ſhame, | 
Shall I mention the animal“ which ſpins her ſoft, 
her ſhining, her exquiſitely fine ſilken thread? whoſe 
matchleſs manulactures lend an ornament to grandeur, 
and make royalty itſelf more magnificent. Shall I take 
notice of the cell in which, when the gaiety and buſi- 
neſs of life are over, the little recluſe immures herſelf, 
and ſpends the remainder of her days in retirement? 
Shall I rather oblerve the ſepulchre, which, when cloyed 
with pleaſure, and weary ot the world, ſhe prepares for 
her own interment ? or how, when a ſtated period is 
elapſed, ſhe wakes from a death-like inactivity, breaks 
the inclolure of -her tomb, throws of the duſky ſhroud, 
. aſſumes a new fom, puts on a more ſumptuous array, 
and, from an infect, creeping on the ground, becomes 
a winged inhabitant of the air? No: this is a poor 
reptile, and therefore unworthy to ſerve as an illuſtra— 
tion, when any character of the S9z of Ged comes un- 
der conſideration. But let me correct myſelt, Was 
not Chriſt (to uſe the language of his own bleiled Spi- 
Tit) a worm, and nd mant? In appearance ſuch, and 
treated as ſuch. Did he not alſo bequeath the fine linen, 
of his own moſt perfect righteouſneſs, to compoſe the 
marriage-zarment & tor our diſarrayed and defiled fouls ? 
e 1 0 3 Did 
No one, 1 hope, will be offended at my introducing, on ſuch an occa- 
fion, creatures of ſo low a rank. Since, even the volumes of in{piration 
ſeem to lend me the ſanction of their ſacred authority. As they diſdain 
not to compare the blefſed Jeſus to a Deor, a Highway, &c. And, perhaps, 
all compariſons, which reſpect a Being of infinite dignity, are not only 
mean, but equally mean and unworthy. | 5 
I am ſenſible, likewiſe, that in this paragraph, and ſome others, all the 
circumſtances are not completely correſponuent. But if, in ſome grand 
particulars, the reddition anſwers to the deſcription; this, I truſt, will be 
_ tufficient for my purpoſe, and fatisfaQory to my readers.---Perhaps, it 
Would be no miſtaken caution, to apply the ſame obtervatioas to many of 
the beautiful ſimilitudes, parables, ard allegories, uied by our Lord; ſuch 
as the brazen Serpent, the unjuſt Steward, the 't hief in the Night, &c. 
Which, if ſcrupulouſly ſifted, or rigorouſly frraine!, for an intire coinci— 
_ - dence in every circumitarce, muſt appear to great dijadvantage, and lead 
into palpable inconveniencies. ; 
+ Pſalm, xxii. 6. Wy 
$ This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in this work, refer to the 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs oft Chriſt, imputed to believers, for their 
„ | Jjuſtincation. 
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162 A DESCANT UPON CREATION, 
Did he not, before his fleſh ſaw corruption, emerge 


triumphant from the grave; and not only mount the 


lower firmament, but aſcend the Heaven of heavens 
take poſſeſſion of thoſe ſublime abodes, in our name, 
and as our forerunner ? 


Ve Cattle, that reſt in your incloſed paſtures ; ye 


Beaſts, that range the unlimited foreſt; ye Fiſh, that 


rove 


Juſtification, Which, in the opinion of many great expoſitors, is the myſtical | 
and the moit ſublime meaning of tne we{Zmg-garmenty io emphaticaily and 


forcibly recommended by the teacher ſent from God. Matt. xxii. 11. Adoc- 
trine, which ſome of .thole who honour my Mcitiations with a peruſal 


probably may not receive with much, ii any, approvation. 4 hope, the 


whole performance will not be caihicred, io: one difference in ſentiment. 


And | beg, that the ſentiment itivlf may not hagily be rejected, without 


a ſerious hearing, For, I have the pleaſure ot dung intimately acquainted 
with a gentleman of vood learning, and Giftinguifned ſente, who had once 
as ſtrong prepoſſeſhons againſt this tenet, as can well be imigined. Yet 
now, ke not-only admits it, as a truth; but embraces it, as the joy of his 
heart; and cleaves to it, as the rock of his opes. £3 8 . 
A clear and cogent treatiſe, intitied Submiſſion to the Rig htesuſneſt of God, 
was the intrument of removing his prejudices, and reducing him to a a 
better judgment. In which he has been happily confirmed, by the autho- 
rity of the moſt illudrious names, and the works of the mott eminent pens, 
that have ever adorned our church and nation. In this number are---- - 
Biſhop Jewel, one of our great reformers ; and the other venerable com- 
pilzrs of our homilies---Arcabiſhov Uther, that oracle of univerſal learn- 
1ng- -Biſhop Hall, the devout and ſprightly orator of his age- -the copious 
and fervent Biſhop Hopkins- - the ſingularly good and unaffeded Biſhop 
Beveridge---that everlating honour of the bench of judicature, Lord Chief 


Juſtice Hales---the nervous, florid, and perſuaſice Dean Stanhope---the © 


practical and perſpicuous Mr. Burkit---and,. to ſummon no other evidence, 
that matchleſs genius Milton; who, in various parts of his divine poem, 
Inculcates this comfortable truth; and, in one paſſaze, repreſents it under 
the very ſame image which is made ute of above, Bort X. I. 222. 


had almoit forgot to mention that the treatiſe intitled Submiſſion, &c, 


was written by Mr. Benjamin Jenks. Whole book of Devotions has de- 
ſervedly paſſed through eleven editions; is truly admiradie for the fubli— 


mity, ſpirituality, and propriety of the ſentiments; as well as for the 
_ conciſe form, and pathetic turn of the expreſſion-. VV hoſe book of Medi- 


tations, though no leis worthy of general acceptance, has, for a confide- 
rable time, been almoſt unknown and extinct. But it is now revived, an is 
lately. republiſhed in Two Octavo Volumes, by Mr, James Rivingion. 
For which ſervice he has my thanks; and 1 flatter my ſelf, he will have the 
thanks of the public: as I am perſuaded, could religion and virtue ſpeak, 
he would have their acknowledgements alſo, Since few treatiſes are more: 
happily calculated, to reprcſent religion in its native beauty, and to pro- 
mote the intereſts of genuine virtue. On which account, I truſt, the 
candid will excuſe me, and the judicious Will rot condemn me, even t; o' 
the recommendation of thoſe Devotions, and of thete Med}: ations, may ap- 
pear o be a digreſſion from my ſabjeck. | 
N. B. Should the reader be inclined io examine the atore menthned tenet, e 
quill ind it lated, diſcuſſed, and anplied io its due improvement, in a piece i νẽml 
Theron ang Alpaſic, and adveriijed at the beginning of this BY 918, | 


A DESCANT UPON CREATION. | TY 
rove through tracklels paths of the tea ; Sheep, clad 
in garments, which, when left by you, are wore by 
| kings; Kine, who feed on verdure, which, trant- 

muted in your bodies, and ſtrained from your udders, 
| furniſhes a repaſt for queens; Lions, roaring after your 
prey; Leviathan, taking your paſtime in the great 
| deep; with all that wing the firmament, or tread the 
foil, or ſwim the wave: He, who (preads his ever- 
hoſpitable board, who admits you all to be his conti- 
nual gueſts, and {ufkers you to want no manner of 
thing "that is good: He was deſtitute, allied, tor- 
mented: He endured all that was miſerable and re- 
proachful, in order to exalt a degenerate race, who 
| had debaſed themſelves, to a level With the beaſts that 
periſh, unto ſeats of diſtinguiſhed and immortal ho— 
nour; in order to introduce the ſlaves of fin, and heirs 
of hell, into manſions of conſummate and everlaſting 
bliſs. 

Surely, the contemplaticn of < ſuch a ſupject, and the 5 
diſtant anticipation of ſuch a hope, may almoſt turn 
earth into heaven, and make even ts: nature vo- 
cal with praiſe. Let it, then, break forth from every 
creature; let the meaneſt feel the inſpiring impulle z 
let the greateſt acknow'edge themſelves unable wor ly 
to expreſs the ſtupendous goodnels. | 
Praiſe Him, ye Inlects that crawl on the 3 
who, though high above all height, humbled Himſelf 
to dwell in duſt, Birds of the air, waft on your wings, 
and warble in your notes, His praiſe, who, though 
Lord of the celeſtial aboges, while ſojourning on earth, 
wanted a ſhelter commod ious as your neſts. Ye rough- 
er world of Brutcs, join with the gentle ſongſters of 
the ſhade, and how] to Him! your W lt 4 plaules who 

breaks the jaw. bones of the in! ternal lion; who ſoftens. 
into mildnels the lavage diſpoſition ; ; and bids the wolf 
he down, in at micable agreement, with the lamb. Bleat 
out, ye Hills; let Pe lows be reſponſive from the 
Vales: ye Foreſls catch, and ye Flocks retain, the inar- 
ticnlate yn becaule Megan tlie Prince feeds. his 
| 4 PO, E . 
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flock, like a ſhepherd. He gathers the lambs with his 
arm; He carries them in his boſom ; and gently leads 
thoſe that are with young F. Wave, ye ſtately Cedars, 


in ſign of worſhip, wave your branching heads to Him, 
who meekly bowed his own on the accuried tree. 


Pleaſing Proſpe&s, Scenes of Beauty, where niceſt art 


conſpires with laviſh nature to form a paradiſe below, 


lay forth all your charms, and in all your charms con- 


fels yourſelves a mere blank; compared with his amia- 


blenels, who is © faireft among ten thouſand, and alto- 

ggether lovely.” Drop down, ye ſhowers, and teſtify, 
as you fall, teſtify of His grace, which deſcends more 

copiouſly than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly than the 


dew. Let ſighing Gales breathe, and murmuring Rivu— 


lets flow, breathe and flow, in harmonious conſo- 
Hance to Him, whoſe ſpirit is far more reviving than 
the cooling breeze; who is himſelf the fountain of liv- 
Mg wa ot.” 
Le Lightnings, blaze to His honour ; ye Thunders, 


ſound His praile ! while reverberating Clouds return the 


' roar, and bellowing Oceans propagate the tremendous 
- anthem. Muteſt of Creatures, add your filent orato- 
ry, and diſplay the triumphs of His meekneſs! who, 
though He mak<eth the clouds his chariot, and treadeth _ 
upon the waves of the ſea; though the thunder is his 
voice, and the lightning his ſword of juſtice; yet, 
amidſt the moſt abuſive and cruel injuries, was ſubmiſ- 
five, and lifted not his hand; was dumb, and opened 


© not his mouth.“ Great Source of day, addreſs thy ra- 


diant homage to a far ſublimer Sun. Write, all in thy | 
_ ample round, with every lucid beam, O! write a teſti- 
mony to Him, who is the brightnels of his Father's 

glory. Who is the Sun of Righteouſneſs to a fintul 


world, and is riſen never to go down; is riſen to be 


our everlaſting light. Shine clear, ye Skies; look gay, 
thou Earth; let the Floods clap their hands, and let 
every Creature wear a ſmile; for he cometh, the 


Creator 
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and with Him comes pardon, peace, and joy; every 


Ve beheld Him with greater tranſports of admiration 
when you attended his agony in the garden, and ſaw 


univerſal nature riſing at his call, and faw the wonders 


wells the concert of harmony, and all that has being. 


However different, therefore, in your age, or more dif- 
 $erent in your circumſtances, be unanimous, O men, in 


who gave Himſelf a ranſom for all. Bend, ye Kings, 


_ and ever. Children of Poverty, meaneſt of mortals, (if 


_ Princes of heaven, Sons of Affliction, though haraſſed 
with pain, and inured to anguiſh, O! change your 
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Creator Himſelf cometh, to be maniteftcd in the fleth ; 


LE 


> 29 : 


virtue and all felicity comes in his train. Angels and 
Archangels, let your ſongs be of Feſis, and teach the 
very heavens to echo with his adored and majeſtic name. 
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Him proſtrate on the ground, than when you beheld 


IRS ages 


of his creating might. Tune to loſtieſt notes your 
golden harps, and waken raptures, unknown before 
even in heavenly breaſts; while all that has breath 
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unites in the tribute of praiſe. 


Chiefly, let Man exalt his voice; let Man, with diſ- 

tinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the Redeemer. For man, He 
was itretched on the racking croſs; for man, He was 
conſigned to the gloomy ſepulchre; for man, He pro- 


cured grace unmeaſurable, and blits inconceivable. 


—— ON_ 
. — 


age 
magnifying a Saviour, who is no reſpeCter of perſons, 


from your thrones of ivory and gold; in your robes of 
imperial purple, fall proſtrate at His feet; who foriook 
a nobler throne, and laid aſide more illuſtrious enſigns 
of majeſty, that you might reign with God for ever 


any can be called poor, who are thus enriched; if any 
can be accounted mean, who are thus ennobled ;) rejoice, _ 
greatly rejoice, in God your Saviour; who chole to be 
_ indigent, was willing to be contemned, that you might 
be intitled to the treaſures, and be numbered with the 


groans into ſongs of gratitude. Let no complaining 
voice, no jarring ſtring, be heard, in the univerlal ſym- 
phony ; but glorify the Lamb even in the fires} ; who 
N F Himſelt 


+ Iſa, XXIV, 15. : 
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Himſelf bore greater torment than youu feel; and has 
promiſed you a ſhare in the joy w hich He inherits ; - 
who has made your ſufferings ſhort, and will make your 
reſt eternal. Men of hoary locks, be: wing beneath a 
weight of years, and tottering on the biink of the grave, 
let ChrayZ be your ſupport under all infirmities ; Jean 
upon Chriſt as the rock of your lalvation. Let his 
name, his precious name, form the laſt accents which 
| quiver on your pale expiring lips. And let this be the 

firſt that liſps on your tongues, ye tender Infants, Re- 
member your Redeemer in your earlieſt moments, De- 
vote the choice of your heurs to the learning of his 
weill ; and the chief of your ſtrength to the gloritying of 
His name; who, in the perfection of health, and the. 
very prime of manhood, was content to hecomè a motion 
leſs and ghaſtly corpſe; that you might be girt with the 
vigour, and cloathed with the bloom; of eternal youth. 

Ye Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, who are releaſed | 


from the burden of the fleth, and freed from all the vex- _ 


_ atious ſolicitations of corruption in yourſelves ; ; delt+ 
vered from all the injurious effects of iniquity in others; 
who ſojourn no longer in the tents of ttrife, or the 
territories of diſorder; but are received into that pure, 


harmonious, holy ſociety, where every one acts up to 


his amiable and exalted character; where God Himlelf 
is plealed graciouſly and immediately to preſide z you | 
find, not without pleaſing aſtoniſhment, your hopes im- 
| proved into actual enjoyment, and your faith ſuper- 
ſeded by the Beatific Viſion. You feel all your former 
ſhynels of behaviour happily loſt in the overflowings of 
unbounded love; and ali your little differences of opi- 
nion intirely bore down by tides of invariable truth. 
Bleſs, therefore, with all your inlarged powers, bleſs 


His infinitely larger goodnels, who, when He had 


overcome the ſharpneſs of death, opened the gates of 
| paradiſe, opened the Lingdom or ite to all genera- 
tions, and to every denomination of the faithful. 5 
Ye Men of holy Converſation, and humble Tempers, 
think of Him, who loved en, and waſhed you from 


your | 


5 A DESCANT UPON CREATION, 167 
our ſins in his own blood. Think of Him on your 


ſilent couch; talk of Him in every ſocial interview.“ 


Glory in his excellencies; make your boaſt of his obe- 
dience; and add, ſtill continue to add, the incenſe of a 


dutiful life to all the oblations of a grateful tongue. 
'Weakeit of Believers, who go mourning under a. 

ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting with the ceatelels aſſaults 
of temptation, put off your jack-cloth, and be girded _ 


with gladneſs ; becaufe Fs is as merciful to hear, 


as He 1s mighty to help; becauſe he is tonched with 
the tendereſt ſympathizing concern for all your dit: | 


; = 8 O - . 
treſſes; and he lives, ever lives, to be your advocate 


with the Father. Why then ſhould uneaſy doubts 
ſadden your countenances? Why ſhould deiponding 
fears oppreſs your ſouls ? Turn, turn thoſe diſconſolate 
ſighs into cheertul hymns; ſince you have his powerful 


_ interceſſion, and his ineſtimable merits, to be your an- 


chor in all tribulations, to be your paſſport into eternal 


Z bleſſednefs. N | 


Moſt of all, Ye Miniſters of the Sanctuary, heralds 
commiilioned from above, lift every one his voice like 
a trumpet, and loudly proclaim the Redeemer, Get ye 
up, ye ambaſſadors of peace, get ye up into the high. 
mountains, and ſpread tar and wide the honours of the 


Lamb, © that was lain, but is alive for evermore.”? 
Teach every ſacred root to reſound with his fame, and 
every human heart to glow with his love. Declare, as 
tar as the force of words will go, declare the inexhaul- 
tible fulneſs of that great atonement, whole merits are 
commenſurate with tne glories of the Divinity. || Tell 

% eo Col 5 | the 


If in this place, and others, I have ſpoken magnificently of the Blood 


of Chi, and its inſuperable etiicacy to expiate guilt; I think, it is no 
more than is expreſſed in a very celebrated hymn; written by one of the 


greateſt wits, who had allo been one of the greateſt libertines, and after- 


wards commenced one of the mod remarkable penitents, in France, A. 


hymn, which even Mr. Payle confeſſes to be a very ſine one; which ano- 


ther great critic calls an admirable one; and which, a genius ſuperior to 
them both, recommends as a noble one. See Spcct. Vol. VII. No. 513.) 
The author, having  acknoivledged his crimes to be beyond meaſure 


teinaus, and almoſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking: fo provoking, as to 


tender tears ii om ſuch £702 (tfenhive, and prayers from ſach lips 9 
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168 A DESCANT UPON CRATION, SJ. 
the ſinful wretch, what pity yearns in Inmanuel's bowels; 
what blood he has ſpilt, what agonies he has endured, 
what wonders he has wrought, tor the ſalvation of bis 


enemies. Invite the indigent to become rich; intreat 


the guilty to accept of Pardon; becauſe, with the cru- 
cified 7ejis is plenteous redemption, and all- ſufficiency 


to fave. While you, placed in conſpicucus ſtations, _ 
pour the joyful jound 3 may I, as I teal through the 
_ vale of humble lite, catch the pleaſing accents ! For me 
the Author of all Bleſſings became a curſe ; for me his 


bones were diſlocated, and his fleſh was torn : He hung, 


with ſtreaming veins, and an agonizing ſoul, on the _ 
croſs for me. O! may I, in my little ſphere, and 
amidſt rhe ſcanty circle of my acquaintance, at leaft 
_ whiſper thele glad tranſporting tidings; whiſper them 


_ trom my own heart, that ey my turely reach, and 
Iwectly penetrate theirs. 


But, when men and angels raiſe the grand hymn z 
when all worlds, and all beings, add their collective ac- 


_clamations; this full, fervent; and univerſal chorus, 
will be ſo inferior to the riches of the Redeemer's grace, 
o ditproportionate. to the magnificence of his glory, 


that it will ſeem but to debaſe the unutterable ſubject 


it attempts to exalt. Ine loud hallcjujah will die 


away, in the ſolemn mental cIOqQuEnce of profizatys: rap- 


.- turous, filent adoration. 


O goed Ine ſi infinite! goodneſt immen rh | 
And love th At paſtetti Kiowleuge io Pord. are vain ; * 
Lanęrage is laſt in wonders {0 d 014, 
Come then, expreſſive Silence, muſe Ls praiſe.” 


dle: compoſes himſelf to ſubmit, without the leaf repining ſentiment; to 


ſubmit even with praiſe and adoration, to the moſt dreadful dovin, Ac- 
cordingly, he ttands in reſizned ex2ecttation of being inſtantly. truck by 
th bolts of vengeance : but---witz a turn of thougat equal'y furpriſing 


20 pri h Wy - with a faith p. oper!) founded, and hap pily fum; he. adds, 
| et where. O where! can evn thy thunders fall? 
Chr b. vod ve: {preads and thieids me trom the all, 


I Sk 62 


Contemplations on the Night. 


Night eis fair Virtue's immemorial Friend: 
Tie conſcious Moon, through cvery diſtant Age, 
Has held a Lamp to Wiſdom. | 1 
. | Nig l: Thoughts, No. . 
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A Deligheful Evening Walk; the unmolcted Enjoyment of ſuch Plea- 


tures, ow:ng to our late victory over the Rebeis. The ſetting Sun. 
Twilight; its Ulſctulnels; ſerious Conſideration. The dewy Coolneſs ; 


its beneficial Influence on Nature; Returns of Solitude equaily uſcful 10 


Man. Angels our Speciatorsz Ged ever preſent; comfortable Improve 
ment of this ruth. The Day ended; the Swittneſs, the Shnrtneſs of 


Time; the Work to be done while it laits: to ſquander it away, the moſt 


deBbruttive Extravagance, The profound Silence. Univerlai Ceſſation of 


Bufinels. "The Variations of Nature, pleaſing and advantageors, Dark- 


neſs ; the obliging Manner of its taking Place; wild Beatts of the Deſart, 
and Savages in human Shape, make Uſe of this Opportunity. Darkneis 
renders the least Spark viſible; yet ſteals from our Sigut all the lovely Dif- 
tinctions of Things. Sleep; its chearing Nature; the Gift of Heaven; 


fine Praparat. ves tor its Approach; the Kindneſs of Providence in guard- 


ing our Slumbers. Dreams; their unaccountable O.'daeſs: many Peoples 
waking Thoughts no leſs chimerical. A very fingular and very happy 


Circumdance attending Sleep and Dreams. Ghoſts; our unreaſonable T'1- + 
murouſneſs on this Gecaſion ; the true Oiject ot Fear; tte Reality and 


Defign of Apzaritions, deducted from a Faſſage in Job. Ihe Ow:; its 
gloomy Diſpoſition; unholy Perions incapable of relithing the Delights of 
Heaven. Ov/l ſercaming, ſuppoſed to be a Token of Death; the many 
real Preſages of this great Change; due Preparation pointed out, and 
preſſed. The Nigutingale; her charming Zong; entertains the Lovers 
of Retirement; how to have a ſweeter Melody in our own Breatis.” The 


very different Circumſtances of Mankind, particularly of the Gay, and. 


the Affiicted; Addreſs to the Devotees of Mirth and Senfuality. The 
Glow worm, and ignis Fatuus; the Pleaſures of the Worid, and Powers 
ef unenlichtened Reaton. A Comet; ima ined to be the Forerunner of 
Judgments; Licentiouſneſs abounding in a Nation, a much more formida. 
ble Omen; the Diitemper among the Cattle. Northern Lights; the Panic 
tney occaſion; the general Conflagration. The Moon rifiny ; brightens as 


ſhe advances; ſuch ſhou.d be our moral Conduct. Moon opens a majitic 


Scene; how worthy our Admiration. Moon a giſt ſerviceable Appendage 


to our Globe. Moon ſhines with derwative Light; Chritians receive 


their All from their Saviour. Moon always varying; the Things of 
this World liable o perpetual Viciſhiudes z our own Riganteonineſs un e- 
ual and imperfect; our Redzemer's complete, and always. the ſame, 
Lion under an Echpſe; gazed at by Multicudes; the Faults cf eminent 
Perions ſeldom eſcape Obſerva ion. Moon refleged by the Ocean; the: 
Virtues of Perſons, in dittingu.thed Stations, influenti.1 on others. Mon 
actuates thu Sea; the everlaſting Joys of Heaven attract and refine the 
Affections. Prayer, a reaſonable S.rvicez Praiſe, a deligh ful Duty; with 
devout Reflectlons proper tor the Ni ah: | a 10 
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PAUL ORCHARD, Eſquire, 
Stoke Abbey, in Devonſhire. 
E Og 


AS your honoured father was pleaſed to make choice of me, to anſwer 
| in your name at the font, and to exerciſe a ſort of guardianſhip over 
your ſpiritual intereits;z permit me, by putting theſe little treatiſes into 
Four hand, to fulfil ſome part of that ſolemn obligation. : = 
© Gratitude for many ſignal favo.irs, and a conſcientious regard to my 
ſacred engagement, have long ago inſpired my breaſt with the warmen 
wiſhes, both for your true dignity, and real happineſs. Wor can 1 think 
of a more endearing, or a more effectual way. of advancing either the one 
or the other, than to ſet before you a ſketch of your cxcellent father's 
_ Character, IIluſtrious examples are the moit winning incitements to virtue, 
And none can come attended with ſuch particular recommendations to you, 
Sir, as the pattern of that worthy perion from whom you derive your 
very being. | 5 | | 
A mot cordial and reverential eſteem for the Divine Word, was one of 
his remarkable qualities. Thoſe oracies of Heaven were his principal de- 
light, and his inſeparable companions. Your pardens, yourfolitary Walks, 
and the hedges of your fields can witneſs, with what an unwearied afh- 
duity he exerciſed himſelf in the law of the Lord. From hence he fetched 
his maxims of wiſdom, and formed his judgment of things. Tie ſacred 
precepts, were the mode of his temper, and the guide of his life; while 
the precious promiſes, were the joy ot his heart, and his portion for 
ever. wr h 
Improving company was another of his moft reliſhing pleaſures. Few 
gentlemen were better furniſhed, either with richneſs of fancy, or copi- 
ouſneſs of expreſſion, to bear a thining part in converſation, With theſe 
talents, he always endeavoured to give ſome uſeful, generally ſome reli- 
gious turn to the diſcourſe. Nor did he ever reflect, with greater com- 
placency, on his ſocial hours, than when they tended to glorify the eter- 
nal Mafeſty; and to awaken in himſelf and others, a more lively ſpirit of 
devotion. | : g 2 
To project for the good of others, was his frequent ſtudy; and to carry 

thoſe benevolent contrivances into execution, his favourjie employ, 
When viſited by the young perſons of the neighbourhood, far from taking 
an ungraceful pride to initiate them in debauchery, or confirm them in a 
riotous habit; it was his inceſſant aim, by fnely-adapted perſuaſives, to 
encourage them in induſtry, and eſtabliſh them in a courſe of iobriety, to 
guard them againſt the allurements of vice, and animate them with the 
Irinciples of piety. A noble Kind of hoſpitality this! Which will proba- 
ly tranſmit its beneficial influence to their cart!l.ly poſſeſions; to their 
future families; and even to their everlaſting ſtate. : | 

A conviction of human indigence, and a thorough perſuaſion of the 
divine all-ſuficiency, induced him to be frequent in prayer. Lo proftrate 
himſelf in profound adoration, before that infinitely exalted Being, who 
dwells in light inacceſſible, was his glory; to implore the continuance of 


the Alnighty favour, and the increaſe of all Chriſtian graces, was Eis gain. 


In thoſe moments, no doubt, he remembered you, Sir, with a particular 
carneſtneſs; and lodged many an ardent petitlon in the court oft Heaven, 
for his infant ſon. Ceafe not to ſccond them with your own devout ſup- 
0556s that they may deſcend upon your head, in the fulneſs of the 
leſſings of the goſpel of peace“ 0 „ 
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OTE _. DEDICATION, | Ws 
. Ty give their genuine luftre to all his other endowments, he was care. 
ful to maintain an humble mind, Though his friends might admire his 
ſuperior abilities, or his acquaintance applaud his exemplary behaviour, 
he ſaw bow far he fell hort of the mark of his high calling: ſaw, and la- 
mented his defects: ſaw, and renounced himſelf: rely ing, for final acce p- a 
tance, and endleſs felicity, on a better righteouſneſs than his own; even _ | 
on the tranſcendently perfect righteouſneſs, and inconceivably precious | _ 
death, of Jeſus the Redeemer, This was the rock of his hope, and the 
very crown of his rejoicing, © + *** 
| 8 Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſhing charaQeritics of your deceaſed 3 
| 31 parent. As you had the misfortune ta lle ſo valuable a relative, before fs 
3 you was capable of forming any acquaintance with his perſon; I flatter 3 1 
myſelf, you wül the more attentively obſerve his picture. This his moral ; 
„iure; deſigned, not to be ſet in gold, or ſparkle in enamel, but to breathe 
in your ſpirit, and to live in all your conduct. W hich, though it be in- 
tirely your own, calculated purely for yourlelt, may poſſibly (like the fa- 
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. | mily pieces in your parlour, that glance an eye upon as many as enter 1 
ö tbe room) make ſome pleaſing and uſeful impreſſion on every beholder, p 
27 May every one, charmed with the beautiful image, catch its reſemblance; 

| and each, in his reſpective ſphere, *'go and do likewiſe.” | | 


But you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy the amiable original, 
As the order of an indulgent Providence has made you heir of the affluent _ 


f circumſtances, let not a gay and thoughtleſs inadvertence cut you off 
from the richer inheritanc? of theſe noble qualifications, Theſe will be 
7 your {ceurity, amidft al! the glittering dangers, which are inſeparable - 


from blooming years, and an elevated fituation in lite. Theſe are your 
WB path, your {ure and only path, to true greatneſs, and ſclid happineſs, 
| Tread in theſe fteps, and you cannot fail to be the darling of your friends, 
1 and the favourite of heaven, Tread in theſe ſteps, and you ill give in- 
p expreſfible joy to one of the beſt of mothers; you will become an extenſive 
| bleſſing io your fellow-creatures z and which, after ſich mot enga, d mo- 
N tives, is ſcarce worthy to be mentioned, you will be the delight, tne no- 
nour, and the. boaſt of, X 9 | | | 2 5 


* 


Dear Sir, | | 
Your very affoctionate Godfather, 
ORE And moſt faithful humble Servant, 5 
Neon - Favell, near Northampton, 2.0.0.2: 1, 5. JAMES HERYEY:; 
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PREFACE. 


| WE have already exerciſed our ſpeculations on the tombs and flowers; 


ſurveyipg nature, covered wien the deepeir horrgrs, and arrayed in 


the richeſt beauties, Allegory taught many of the objects to ſpeak the 
language of virtue; While imagination lent her colouring, to give the 
leſſons an engaging air. And this with a view of imitating that Divine In- 
Kructor ; who coinmiinoned the Lily, * in her filver ſuit, to remonſtrate in 
the ear of untelieving Reaſon: who ſent his diſciples (men ordained to 
teach the univeric) o learn maxims of the lit importance, from the moſt 
inſignificant birds, that wander through the paths of the air; from the very 
meaneſt herbs, that are ſcattered over the face of the ground. | 


Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the preceding ſketches, I beg 


leave to confide in the ſame benevolence of taſte, for the protection and 
ſupport of the two remaining effays 3 which exhibit a protpect of ſtill Life, 
and grand Operation: which moralize on the mot compoſed, and moſt 
magnificent, appearances of things. In which, fancy is again fuffered to 
introduce. her imagery ; but only as the handnmid of truth: in order to 


dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms; to engaye the attention, and 


win the iove, even of the gay, and of the fathionavie. Which is more 
likely to be effected, by forming agreeable pictures of Nature, and de- 
riving inſtructive obſervations, than by the laborious method of long de- 
duccd arguments, or cioſ{:-connetied reafonings. The contemplation of 
the Heavens and the Earth, of their admiradle properties and beneficial 
changes, has always afforded the moſt exalted gratification to the human 
mind, In compliance with this prevailing taſte, I have drawn my ſerious 
admonitions from the ſtupendous theatre, and varicgated icencry, of the 
univerie, That the reader may lcarn his duty, from his very picaſireg--- 
may gather wiſdom, mingled wita virtue, from the moſt refined enter- 
tainments, and nobleſt delights. | | 


The evening, drawing her ſables over the world, and gently darkening 
into night, is a ſeaſon peculiarly proper for {ſedate confideration. Ail 
circumſtances concur, to huth our paſſions, and ſoothe our cares; to tempt 
our ſteps abroad, and prompt our thoughts to ſerious reficction. | 
| | ED =-»----Then 
* Matt. vi. 26, 28, 29, 30. oo 

+ Celebrated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides and Livy, re 
obſerved to have a ſtile peculiar to themſelves. Now, whoever conſiders the diſ- 
courſes of Chriſt, will find him diſtinguiſhing himſelf by a tile, which ma) proper» 
ly be called His nm. Majeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting dignity with conde- 
Condos: it conſiſts, in teaching his followers the tublimett truths, by ſpiritualiving, 
on the moſt common ocurrences. Which, beſides its being level to the loveſt 
apprehenſions; and admiiably adapted to fteal into the mott inzttentive heart; is 
accompanied with this very ſingular advantage, that it turns even the ſphere of 
baſinets into a fchool of initruftion; and renders the moſt Crdine: 2 objects a ſet of 
monitors, even ſoliciting ogr regard, becauſe ever pretent to our fenfes. So that, 
I believe, it may be ſaid of this amiable method, in which our Lord conveyed, as 
well as of that powerful energy, which attended his doctrines, That never man 
Spake like this man. The harveit approaching, he reminds his diicipies of a far 
more important harveſt, John iv. 35. Matt. xiii. 30. when immortal beings ſhall 
be reaped from the grave, and gathered in from all the quarters of the Earth : 
when every human creature ſhall ſuſtain the character of valuable wheat, or de- 
ſpicable tares; and accordingly be lodged in manſions of everialting ſecurity, or 
conſign*:d over to the rage of unquenchable fire. In his charge to fiſhermen, when 
they are commencing preachers, Matt. iv. 19. he exhorts them, co turmably to 
the nature of their late occupation, to uſe the fame aſſiduity and addrets in win- 
ning ſouls, as they were wont to exerciſe in catching the figny prey. For the 
farther illuſtration of this no leſs-uſeful than curious ſubject, I would refer my 


reader to a valuable note, in Sir Iſaue Newton's Obſervations on the Prophecies z 
p. 148. 459. edition. „ | | 
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PREFACE. 


| Then is the time 5 8 Sy 
For thoſe, whom Wiſdom and whom Nature charm). 
To iteal themſelves from the degen'rate crowd, 
And foar above this little ſcene of thingsz _ 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet; 
To ſoothe the throbbing paſſions into peace; 
And woo ivug Quiet in her filent Walks. 


The favour I would ſolicit for the fir of the following compoſitions 
is, That it may be permitted to attend, in ſuch retired and contemplative 
excurſions. To attend, if not under the chara#ter of a friend; at leaſt, in 
the humble capacity of a ſervant, or a page: as a ſervant, to open the 
door of meditation, and remove every impediment to thoſe beſt exerciſes 
of the mind; which blend advantage with amuſement, and improve, 


while they delight: as a page, to gather up the unſtable, fluctuating train 


of fancy; and collect her fickle powers into a conſiſtent, regular, and uſe- 
ful habit of thinking. VVV | 


The other, converſant among the ftarry regions, would lead the imagi- 


nation through thoſe beaut;ful tracts of unclouded azure z and point out to 


the judzment ſome of thoſe aſtonithing particulars, which ſo eminently 
ſignalize the celeſtial worlds. A proſpect this, to which curioſity attracts 
our eyes, and to which icripture itſelf often directs our ſtudy. A proſpect 
beyond ail others mot excellently calculated to enlarge the ſoul, and en- 
noble its conceptions; to give the granucitt apprehenſions of the everlaſtin 

God, and create ſentiments of becotning ſuperiority, with relation to all 


tranſitory intereſt : in a word, to furniſh faith with the ſureſt foundation, 


for a ſteady affiance, and true magnanimity of ſpirit ; to afford Piety the 
ſtrongeſt motives, both for a lively gratitude, and profound veneration, 


While Galileo lifts his tube, and diſcovers the prodigious magnitude of 


thoſe radiant orbs ; while Newton meaſures their amazing diſtances, and 


unites the whole ſy tem, in harmonious order, by the ſubtile influencies 


of attraction: I would only, like the herald before that illuſtrious He- 
brew ;Þ proclaim at every turn, * Bow ihe knee, and adore the Almighty 


Maker; magnify his eternal name, and male his praiſe, like all his works, 


to be glorious.” 


+ Thomſon's Autumn, 1. 973. | 1 Gen, xli. 43. | 
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CONTEMPLATIONS 
'ON-TH E NI GH T; 


| Tr Flat of the day diſpatched, and the ſultry 


heats abated, invited me to the recreation of a walk: 


a walk in one of the fineſt receſſes of the country, 
and in one of the moſt pleaſant. evenings which the 
ſummer-ſeaſon produced. | 


The limes and elms, uniting their br anches over my 
head, formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt re- 
freſhing ſhale. Under my feet lay a carpet of Nature's 


velvet; graſs intermingled with mols, and embroidered 
with flowers. Jefſamines, in conjunction with wood- 
| bines, twined round the trees; diſplaying their artleſs 


beauties to the eye, and diffuling their delicious {weets- 


5g through the air. On either fide, the boughs, rounded 
into a ſet of regular arches, opened 2 view into the 


diſtant fields, and preſented me with a proſpect of 
the bending ſkies. The little birds, all joyous and 


grateful for the tavours of the light, were paying their 


acknowledgments in a tribute of harmony, and toorh- 
ing themſelves to reit with ſongs ; while a french- horn, 
from a neighbouring ſeat, ſent its melodious accents, 
ſoftened by the length of their pallage, to complete the 
concert of the grove. _ 

_ Roving in this agreeable manner, my thoughts were 


exerciſed on a ſubject ſtill more agreeable than the 


ſeaſon or the ſcene; I mean our late ſignal victory over 
the united forces of inteſtine treaſon, and foreign inva- 
ſion; a victory which pours joy through the pretent 


age, and will tranſmit its influence to generations yet 


unborn, Are not all the bleſſings, which can endear 
ſociety, or render life itſelf deſirable, centered in our 
preſent happy conſtitution, and aulpicious goverm ment? 


Ware they not all ſtruck at by that impious and horrid 


blow meditated at Rome, levelled by France, and ſe- 


conded by fact ious e at home! ? Who then can be 
Ny 


happily SHUN ſes. by the glorious ald deciuve victory at Cuiioden, 


CON TEMPLATIONS ON THE NIGHT, 175 


ſufficiently thankful for the gracious interpoſition of 
Providence, which has not only averted the impending 
ruin, but turned it, with aggr avated confuſion, on the 
authors of our troubles? 
Methinks, every thing valuable which I poſleſs, 


every thing charming which I behold, conſpire to en- 
hance this ever- memorable event. To this it is owing, 
that I can ramble unmoleſted along the vale of private 
lite, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions of a contem- 
plative retirement. Had rebellion * {ucceeded in her 


deteſtable deſigns, inſtead of walking with ircurity and 


complacence in theſe flowery paths, I might have met 
the aſſaſſin with his dagger: or have been obliged to 
abandon my habitation, and“ embrace the rock for a 
ſhelter.“ Farewel then, ye fragrant ſhades, ſeats of 


meditation, and calm repole ! I out have been driven 
from your loved retreats, to make way tor {ome barba- 
rous, ſome intulting victor. Farewel then, ye plating 


toils, and wholeſome amuſements of my rural hours! L 
ſhould no more have reared the tender flower to the ſun 
no more have taught the clpalier to expand her boughs; 


nor have fetched any longer, from my kitchen. garden | 
the pureſt ſupplies of health. 


Had rebellion ſucceeded in her deteſtable def igns, in- 


ſtead of being regaled with the muſic of the woods, I 
might have been alarmed with the found of the trumpet, - 
5 and all the thunder of war. Inſtead of being enter- 
tained with this beautiful landſcape, I might have be- 


held our houles ranſacked, and our villages plunder ed ; 

I might have beheld our read Cities encompaſſed with 
armies, nl our fruittul fields * cloathed with deſola— 
tion ;* or have been ſhocked with the more fyightful 


1mages of « oarments rolled in bluod,* and ot a rui- 


fan's blade reeking from a brother's heart. ITnftecad of 


peace, with her cheering olives, Aheitering our abudes 
inſtead of jultice, with ler apa! ſcale, lecuring our 


goods; ; 


bs Helping to the rebe!lion, ſet on foot in tie year 1745. Which, 
for ſeveral months, made a very alariniag progreſs in The north. but Was 
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the hand of liberty. 


176 CONTEMPLATIONS 


goods; perſecution had brandiſhed her ſword, and 
ſlavery clanked her chains. | 1 5 
Nor are theſe miſeries imaginary only, or the crea- 
tuzes of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a neigh- 


bouring kingdom, who very lately experienced them in 


all their rigour:| And if the malignant ſpirit of 
Popery had forced itſelf into our church, if an ab- 
jured Pretender had cut his way to our throne, we 
could have no reaſon to expect a mitigation of their ſe- 
verity on our behalf. But, ſuppoling the tender mer- 
cies of a bigotted uſurper to have been ſomewhat leſs 
cruel, where, alas! would have been the encourage- 
ment to cultivate our little portion! or what pleaſure 
could arile from an improved ſpot, if both the one 
and the other lay every moment at the mercy of lawleſs 


power ? This imbittering circumſtance would ſpoil their 


reliſh 3 and by rendering them a precarious, would ren- 


der them a joyleſs acquiſition. In vain might the vine 


ſpread her purple cluſters, in vain be laviſh of her 
generous juices, if tyranny, like a ravenous harpy, 


' ſhould be always hovering over the bowl, and ready to 


ſnatch it from the lip of induſtry, or to-wreſt it from 

Liberty, that deareſt of names; and Property, that 
beſt of charters ; give an additional, an inexpreſſible 
charm to every delighttul object. See how the de- 
clining ſun has beautified the weſtern clouds, has ar- 
rayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold, 
Such a refinement of our domeſtic bliſs is property ; 


ſuch an improvement of our public privileges is li- 


berty. When the lamp ot day ſhall withdraw his beams, 


there will ſtill remain the ſame collection of floating va- 


pours; but O! how changed, how gloomy | The car- 
nation-ſtreaks are faded; the golden edgings are wore 
away; and all the lovely tinges are loſt in a leaden- 
SV ons kg ng es coloured 
Il See a pamphlet intiticd; Pepery always the ſame, Which contains a nar- 
rative of the perſecutions and jievere hardſhips lately ſuffered by the Pro- 
teſtants in the ſouthern parts of France; and cloſes with a moſt ſeaſona - 
dle, alarming, and ſpirited addreſs to the inhabitants of Great Britain. 
Printed 1740. Price dd. „„ Fs | : 


ox 'THE NIGHT. 
Senden louring ſadneſs. Such would be the aſpet of 


all theſe ſcenes of beauty, and all theſe abodes of plea- 


ſure, if expoſed continually to the caprice of arbitrary 


ſway, or held in a ſtate of abject and cringing depen- 
dence. 


The ſun has almoſt finiſhed his d aily race, and haſtens 


to the goal: he deſcends lower and lower, till his 
chariot· wheels ſeem to hover on the utmoſt verge of the 
{ky. What is ſomewhat remarkable, the orb of light 


upon the point of ſetting, grows conſiderably broader. © 


The ſhadows of objects, jutt before they become blended 
in undiſtinguiſhable darkneſs, are exceedingly length- 
ened.|| Like bleſſings, little prized while potleſied, 


but highly eſteemed the very inſtaut they arc preparing 


for their flight ; bitterly regretted when once they are 
gone, and to be ſcen no more. 


The radiant globe is now half. immerſed beneath 


the duſky earth ;, or, as the ancient ports ſpeak, is 


ſhooting into the ocean, and ſinks in the wetiern fea, 
And could I vicw the ſea, at this juncture, it would 
yield a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. The rays, 


ſtriking horizontally on the liquid element, give it the 


appearance of floating glaſs; or reflected in many a 
different direction, form a beautiful multiplicity of 


colours. A ſtranger, as he walks along the andy beach, 
and Joſt in penſive attention, liſtens to the murmurings 


of the reſtleſs flood; is agreeably alarmed by the gay 
decorations of the ſurface, With entertainment, and 
with wonder, he ſees the curling waves, here gliſtening 


with white, there glowing with purple; in one place, 


wearing an azure tincture; in another, glancing a caſt 


of undulating green; in the whole exhibiting a piece 
of fluid ſcenery that may vie with yonder penſile tapel- 


tries, though wrought in the oom, and tinged with the | 


dyes of heaven. 


While I am W by fancy to the ſhores of the | 


ocean, the great luminary is ſunk beneath the horizon, 


and totally G The whole face of the Sony | 
| is 


Majoreſque Po Res altis de montibus umbrct. w. 
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178 |  CONTEMPLATIONS TO. 
is overſpread with ſhades ; or with what one of the fineſt 
painters of nature calls a dun obſcurity. Only a few 
very ſuperior eminences are tipt with ſtreaming filver. 
The tops of groves, and lofty towers, catch the laſt 
ſmiles of day ;F are ftill irradiated by the departing 
beams. But O! how tranſient is the diſtinction! how 
momentary the gift! Like all the bleſſings which mor- 
tals enjoy below, it is gone almoſt as ſoon as granted, 
See! how languiſhingly it trembles on the leaty ſpire, 
ard glimmers, with a dying faintneſs, on the moun- 
tain's brow. The little vivacity, that remains, decays 
every moment. It can no longer hold its ſtation. While 
I ſpeak, it expires, and reſigns the world to the gradual 

approaches of night. _ : | 
| - Now twilight grey 

5 as in her ſober liv'ry all things clad. f h 1 
very object, a little while ago, glared with light; 
but now, all appears under a more qualified luſtre. The 
animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; and 
what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in this, 
gives place to an univerſal gravity. In the meadows, 
all was jocund and ſportive; but now the gameſome 
lambs are grown weary of their frolicks; and the 
tired ſhepherd has impoſed filence on his pipe. In the 
branches, all was ſprightlinels and ſong ; but now the 
lively green is wrapt in the deſcending glooms; and 
no tunetul airs are heard, only the plaintive ſtockdove, 
coving mournfully through the grove. Should I now 
be vain and trifling, the heavens and the earth would 
rebuke my unleaſonable levity. Therefore, be theſe 
moments devoted to thoughts ſedate as the cloſing 
day, ſolemn as the face of things. And, indeed, how- 
ever my focial hours are enlivened with innocent plea- 
ſantry, let every evening, in her ſable habit, toll the 
bell to ſerious conſideration. Nothing can be more 
N | | CPL ior 1, nn 
+ See this remarkable appearance delicately deſcribed, and wrought in- 
to a compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one of the moſt juſt, beauti- 
ful, and noble pieces of imagery, to be found in modern poetry, Night 
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ON THE NIGHT, 175 


proper for a perſon who walks on the borders of eter- 


nity, and is haſting continually to his final audit; no- 


thing more proper than daily to flip away from the 
circle of amuſements, and frequently to relinquith the 


hurry of buſineſs, in order to conſider and adjuſt “the 
things that belong to his peace.” V 


* 


Since the ſun is departed, from whence can it proceed, 


I that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs ? Whence 
= theſe remainders of diminiſhed brightneſs ? which, 
though ſcarcely forming a retulgence, ſoften and ſoothe 


the horrors of night. I ſee not the ſhining ruler, yet 


am cheared with a real, though faint, communication of 
his ſplendor. Does he remember us in his progreſs 
through other climes ? Does he {end a detachment of 
his rays to eſcort us during his perional abſence, or to 


cover (if J may uſe the military term) our retreat from 
the ſcene of action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend of 
his beams, ſufficient to render our. circumſtances eaſy, 


and our fituation agrecable ? till fleep pours its ſoft op- 
preſſion on the organs of ſenſe, till fleep ſuſpends all 
the operations of our hands, and intirely ſupercedes 
any farther occaſion for the light. 


No: it is 4ll-) 


him, but unto his Almighty Maker, we are obliged, 


for this pleaſing attendant, this valuable legacy. The 


gracious Author of our being has ſo diſpoſed the col- 
lection of circumambient air, as to make it productive 


of this fine and wonderful effect. The tun-beams, _ 
falling on the higher parts of the aerial fluid, inſtead of 
| paſſing on in ſtraight lines, are bent inwards, and con- 


ducted to our fight. Their natural courſe is over. ruled, 
and they are bidden to wheel about, on purpole to 
favour us with a welcome and ſalutary viſit; by which 
means the bleſſing of light, and the ſeaſon of buſineſs, 
are conſiderably prolonged; and, what is a very en- 
dearing circumſtance, prolonged moſt conſiderably; 
when the vehement heats of ſummer, incline the ſtudent 


to poſtpone his walk, till the temperate evening pre- 


vails; 


| udged, and unreaſonable, to aſcribe this 
beneficent conduct to the ſun. Not unto him, not unto 
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— CONTEMPLATIONS. 55 
vails; when the important labours of the harveſt call 
the huſbandman ahrcad before the day is fully riſen. 
After all the ardors of the ſultry day, how reviving 
is this coolneſs ! This gives new verdure to the fading 
plants, new vivacity to the witheri ing flowers, and a 
more exquiſite fragrance to their mingled ſcents. By 
this the air allo receives a new force, and is qualified 
to exert itſelf with greater activity. Qualified to brace 
our limbs, to heave our lungs, and co-operate with a 
briſker impulſe in perpetuating the circulation of our 
blood. This I might call the grand alembic of nature, 
which diftils her molt ſovereign cordial, the refreſhing 
dews. Inceſſant heat would. rob us of their beneficial 
agency, and oblige them to evaporate in impercepti- 
ble exhalations. Turbulent winds, or even the gentler 
motions of Aurora's fan, would diſſipate the riting va- | 
pours, and not ſuffer them to form a coalition. But, 
tavoured by the {filnels, and condenſed by the coolneſs 
of the night, they unite in pearly drops, and create 
that fincly tempered humidity, which chears the vege⸗ 
table world, as ſleep exhilarates the animal. | | 
Not unlike to theſe are the advantages of ſolitude, - 
The world is a troubled ocean ; and who e can erect ſtable 
purpoies on its fluAuating waves? The world is a 
ſchool of wrong; and who does not feel himſelf warp- 
ing to its pernicious influences? f On this fea of glaſs, d 
how inſenſibly we ſlide from our own ſtedfaſtneſs 1 Some 
tacred truth, which was ſtruck in lively characters on 
our ſouls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some worthy 
refolution, which Heaven had wrought in our breaſts, 
is ſhaken, if not overthrown... Some inticing vanity, 
which we had folemnly renounced, again practiſes its 
wiles, and again captivates our atfettions. How often 
has an unwary glance kindled a fever of irregular de- 
ſire in our hearts? low often has a word of applauſe 
2 luſcious poiſon into our cars; or ſome diſreſpect- 


ful 


Ninquain d turba mores, quos extult, refer o: Ali une. ex eo quod compoſui, 
ru later; ad. 9 „1% 6X tis 7 ee fe Wavy red. Ini mica i muituruim con: erſatio. 
Scncc. 
48 XV. 2. | 
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ful expreſſion raiſed a guſt of paſſion in our boſoms ? 
Our innocence is of ſo tender a conſtitution, that it 
ſuffers in the promiſcuous crowd. Our purity is of ſo 
delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce touches on the 
world without contracting a ſtain. We ice, we hear, 


with peril. 


But here ſafety dwells. Ever meddling and TREE: 


five avocation is ſecluded ; ſilence holds the door againſt 


the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinencies of idle 


converſation. The buſy ſwarm of vain images, and 


cajoling temptations, which beſet us, with a buzzing _ 
importunity, amidſt the gaieties of lite, are chaſed by 
theſe thickening ſhades. Here I may, without diftur- _ 
bance, commune with my own heart; and learn that 
belt of ſciences, to know myſelf. Here the ſoui may 
rally her diſſipated powers, and grace recover its native 
energy. This is the opportunity to rectify every evil 


impreſſion; to expel the poifon, and guard againſt the 


contagion of corrupting examples. This is the place 
where I may, with advantage, apply myſelf to ſubdue 
the rebel within; and be matter, not of a ſceptre, but 
of myſelf. Throng then, ye ambitious, the levees of 
the powerful; I will be punctual in my aſſignations 
with ſolitude. To a mind intent upon its own improve- 
ment, ſolitude has charms incomparably more engaging 


than the entertaininents preſented in the theatre, or the 
honours conferred in the drawing- room. | 
1 ſaid, folitude. Am I then alone? *Tis true, my 


acquaintance are at a diſtance. I have ſtole away from 
company, and am remote from all human obſervation. 


But this is an alarming thought— - _ = 
Millions of ſpiritual creatures wall: the earth, 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we fieep,$- - 
Perhaps there may be numbers of thoſe inviſible 
beings patroling this fame retreat, and joining with 
me in contemplating the Creator's works. Perhaps 


thoſe minitt ing ſpirits who reoice at the converfion of 


2 Unner, wind hold up the goings of the righteous, may 


$ Mitt. Par, I/, B. Iv. I. 677. 
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182 | CONTEMPLATIONS 


follow us to the lonely receſs; and, even in our moſt 


folitary moments, be our conſtant attendants. What a 


pleaſing awe is awakened by ſuch a reflection! How 
venerable it renders my retired walks | I am ſtruck with 
reverence, as under the roof of ſome ſacred edifice ; or 


in the pr ſence chamber of ſome mighty monarch. O! 
may 1 never bring any pride of imagination, nor in- 


dulge the leaſt gilde affection, where ſuch refined 


and "exalted intelligences exerciſe their watch! 
*Tis poſſible that I am encompaſſed with ſuch a 


cloud of witneſſes; but it is certain, that God, the in- 


finite eternal God, is now and ever with me. The 
great PJebowah, before whom all the angelic armies bow 
ag heads, and veil their faces, {urrounds me, {upports 

» pervades ine. In Him I Jive, move, and have 


5 rar being.“ The whole world is his auguſt temple; 
and in the mot ſequeſtered corner I appear before his 
adorable Majeſty, no leſs than when I worſhip in his 
| houſe, or knegl at his altar. In every place, therefore, 
let me pay him the homage of a heart cleanſed from 


idols, and devoted to his ſervice. In every circumſtance 
let me feel no ambition, but to pleaſe Him; nor covet 


any k happineſs, but to enjoy Him. 

How ſublime is the detcription, and how. ſtr iking the | 
ſentiment, in that noble pallage of the Pſalms! © Whi- 
ther ſhall 1 go. from -thy ſpirit, or whither ſhall I flee 
from thy prefence? If I climb up into the heights of 
heaven, Theu ait there inthroned in light. If I g0 
_ down to the depths of the grave, Thou art there alſo in 


thy pavilion of darkneſs. If I reiire to the remoteſt 


_ eaſtern climes, where the morning firſt takes wing; if, 
ſwifter than the darting 1ay, I pals to the oppoſite re- 
| gions of the welt, and remain in the uttermoſt parts cf 
the fea:+ thall I, in that diſtant ſituation, be beyond 
OY reach, or, by this ſudden tranſition, eſcape thy no- 


tice ! 


© P/al. exxxix. 7, 8, 9. There i is, 1 think, an additional ſtrength and 
beauty in the thought; if, with the learned Mr. Mudge, we iuppole an 
antitheſis between the two clauſes of the laſt verſe, as there cvide ally is 
be: ween thoſe of ihe pre coding; and that they e in a podt ical tt! ile, | 
tho CXUEMRILES the Laſt and the Weſt. | 
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tice! So far from it, that, could I, with one glance of 


fence is at hand. Nothing can be io near to terrify, as 


the hours can never be tedious ; and it is impoſſible. 
for them to be alone. Do they ttep afide from the oc- 
cupations of animal life? a more exalted tet of em- 


fled. They are fled to the Supreme Judge, and have 


they! whoſe improvement has Kept pace with the 
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thought, tranſport myſelf beyond all the bounds of 
creation, I ſhould ſtill be encircled with the immenſty 
of thy eſſence ; or rather ſtill be incloſed in the hollow 
of thy hand. Awrtul, yet delightful, truth! Let it be 
interwoven with every thought! and become one with 
the very conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence! that I may 
continually walk with God; and conduct myſelf, in 
every ſtep of my behaviour, as ſceing Him that is in- 
viſible. | ES, | DES 

They are the happy perſons; felicity, true felicity, 
is all their on; who live under any habitual ſenſe of 
God's omnipreſence, and a tweet perſuaſion of his ſpe- 
cial love. If dangers threaten, their impregnable de- 


their Almighty Guardian to ſecure them. To theſe 


ployments engage their attention. They addrets them- 
ſelves, in all the various acts of devotion, to their 
heavenly Father, who now flees in ſecret, and will here- 
after reward them openly. They tpread all their wants 
before his indulgent eye; and diſburden all their jorrows 
into his compaſſionate boſom, Do they withdraw trom 
human ſociety ? they find themtelves under the more 
immediate regards of their Maker. It they reſign the 
ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe, it is to cultivate a 
correſpondence with the condeſcending Deity, and taſte 
the pleaſures of divine friendihip. What is, fach a 
ſtate, but the very ſuburbs of heaven? What is ah a 
conduct, but an antepaſt of eternal bleſſedneſs? 8 

Now, my ſoul, the day is ended; the hours are all 


given in their evidence: an evidence, regiltered in 
Heaven! and to be produced at the great audit. Happy 


fleeting minutes; who have ſeized the important fugi- 


„ tives, 
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tives, and engaged them in the purſuit of wiſdom, or 


devoted them to the ſervice of virtue. | | 
_ Fugitives, indeed, they are. Our moments ſhip away 


ſilently and inſenſibly, the thief ſteals not more un- 


perceived from the pillaged houſe. And will the runa- 


gates never ſtop? No: wherever we are, however em- 


ployed, time purſues his inceſſant courſe. Though we 


are liſtleſs and dilatory, the great meaſurer of our days 
preſſes on; ſtill preſſes on, in his unwearied career; Tr 
and whirls our weeks, and months, and years away, Is 
it not then ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to hear people complain 


of the tediouſneſs of their time, and how heavy it hangs 


upon their hands? To ſee them contrive a variety of 


amuſing artifices, to accelerate its flight, and get rid of 
its burden? Ah! thoughtleſs mortals! Why need you 


urge the headlong torrent? Vour days are ſwifter than 
a polt, which, carrying diſpatches of the laſt impor- 
| tance, with unremttted ſpeed ſcours the road. They 
_ paſs away like the nimble ſhips, which have the wind 
in their wings, and ſkim along the watry plain. They 

| haſten to their deſtined period with the rapidity of an 
eagle, which leaves the ſtormy blaſt behind her, while 


ſhe cleaves the air, and darts upon her prey. Tf 
Now the day is gone, how thort it appears! When 


my fond eye beheld it in perſpective, it ſeemed a very 


conſiderable ſpace. Minutes crowded upon minutes, 
and hours ranged behind hours, exhibited an extenſive 
draught, and flattered me with a long progreſſion of 
pleaſures. But, on a retroſpective view, how won- 


derfully is the ſcene altered! The landſcape, large and 


ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew, brought to the 
teſt of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſpan, Jult as the 
OE . | | ſhores 

+ Sed fugit interea, fugit irreparabile tempus, Virg. 


+ Jeb. ix. 25, 26. By theſe three very expreſſive images, the inſpired 
oet repreſents the unintermitted and rapid flight of time. The paſſage is 


Illuſtrated with great Judgment, and equal delicacy, in Dr. Grey's moſt. 
ingenious abridgment of Schultens. Qu tribus in elementis velociſſima, hic 
admirabili cum emphaſi congeruntur. In terris, nil pernicius curſore, et quidem lets 
guid ferente. Rapidius tamen adhuc undas, non ſecant, ſed ſuper volant, navi - 


giola papyro contexta. Omnium rapidiſſime rem grandibus alis permetitur 


 aguila, pracipit lapſu ruens in predam, 
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tio ores vaniſh, and mountains dwindle to a ſpot, whe... 


the ſailor, ſurrounded by ſkies and ocean, throws his 
laſt look on his native land. How clearly do I now 
diſcover the cheat! May it never impoſe upon my un- 


wary imagination again! I find there is nothing abid- 
ing on this ſide eternity. A long duration, in a ſtate of 


finite exiſtence, is mere illuſion. 

Perhaps, the healthy, and the gay, may not readily 
credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young pen, 
and new to its employ. Let us then refer ourſelves to 
the deciſion of the antient. Atk fome vencrable old per- 
fon, who is juſt marching off the mortal ſage, * How 


many have been the days of the years of thy lite?“ f It 


was a monarch's queſtion; and therefore can want no 
recommendation to the faſhionable world. Obierve 
| how he thaF es his hoary locks, and, from a drep-telt 
| conviétion, leplies, © Fourlcote years have finiihed their 


rounds, to furrow thete cheeks, and cioath this head in 


ſnow. Such a term may cem long and large to in- 


conſiderate youth; but Ol how ſhort, how ſcanty, to 
one that has _ the experiment! Short as a oieam of 


tranſient ſunſhine; ſcanty as the thadow that dey arteth, 


 Methinks it was but yeſterday that I exchanged my 


childiſh {ports for manly exerciſes; and now I am re- 


ſigning them both for the ſlecp of death. As ſoon as 
we are born, we begin to draw to our end; ; and how 
ſmall is the interval betwecn the cradle and the tomb!“ 


O! may we believe this teſtunony of mature age! May 
_ every evening bring it, with clearer evidence, to our 


minds; And may we form ſuch an citimate of the little 
Ptttance, while it is upon the advancing hand, as we 


ſhall certainly make when the ſands are all run down! 
Let me add one reflection on the work to be done, 


while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom. A work 


of no {inall difficulty, yet of the utmoſt con{equence ! 
Haſt thou not teen, haſt thou not known, the excellent 


of the earth; who were living images of their Maker p 


Q3 = His 


+ Cen. xlvii. 8. Peb. 2 h, 
02 My days are bwifter than a v caver's u lle. 


Jeb. vii, = 
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His divine likeneſs was transfuſed into their hearts, and 
beamed forth in all their condut. Beamed forth in 
meekneſs of wiſdom, and purity of affection ; in all the 
tender offices of love, and all the noble efforts of zeal. 


To be ſtampt with the ſame beautiful ſignature, and to 


be followers of them, as they were of Cbriſi; this, 


this is thy buſineſs. On the accompliſhment of this 
thy eternal all depends. And will an affair of ſuch 
unſpeakable weight admit of a moment's delay, or con- 


ſiſt with the leaſt remiſſneſs? eſpecially ſince much of 


thy appointed time is already elapſed, and the remainder 


is all uncertainty, ſave only that it is in the very act to 
fly. Or ſuppoſe thou hadſt made a covenant with u the 
grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the age of Methuſe- 


lah, how ſoon would even ſuch a leaſe expire! Extend 


it, if you pleaſe, ſtill farther, and let it be co-exiſtent 


with Nature itſelt. How inconſiderable is the addition! 
For, yet a very little while, and the commiſſioned: 


_ Archangel lifts up his hand to heaven, and ſwears by 


the Almighty name, That time ſhall be no longer.“ 


* This alludes to the beginning of Revelations the xtk ; which, ab-. | 
traced from its ſpiritual meaning, and conſidered only as a ſtately piece 


of machinery, well deſerves our attention; and, I will venture to ſay, 


has not its {aperior, perhaps not its equal, in any of the moſt celebrated 


matters of Greece and Rome. All that is gloomy or beautiful in the at- 
moſohere, all that is ſtriking or inagn:hcent in every clement, is taken to 
heighten the idea. Yet nothing is diſproportionate; but an uniform air 
of ineff. ble majeſty greatens, exaits, ennobles the whole. Be pleaſed to 
obſerve-the aſpect of this auguſt perſonage. All the brightneſs of the ſun 


ſhines in his countenance z and ail the rage of the fire burns in his feet. 


See his apparel. The clouds compole his robe, and the drapery of the ſk 


floats upon his ſhoulders. Ihe rainbow forms his diadem; and that which 


© compaſieth the heaven with a glorious circle,“ is the ornament of his 
head.) Behold his attitude; One toot ſtands on the ocean, the other reſts 
on the land. The wide extended earth, and the world of waters, ſerve 
as pedeſtals for thoſe mighty columns. Conſider the action. His hand is 
_ lifted up to the height of the ſtars. He ſpeaks; and the regions of the 

firmament echo with the mighty accents, as the midnight deſart reſounds 
with the lion's roar. The artillery of the ſkies is diſcharged at the ſignal; 


a peal of ſeven-fold thunder ſpreads the alarm, and prepares the univerſe _ 


to receive his orders. To finiſh all; and give the higheſt grandeur, as well 


as the utmoſt ſolemnity, to the repreſenſa jon, hear the decree that iſſnes 


from his mouth, He /rvears by Him that liveth for ever ani ever. In what- 
ever manner ſo majeiiic a perſon had expreſſed himſeif, he could not fail 
of commanding univerſal attention, But when he confirms his ſpeech by a 
mot lacred aud inviolable oath, we ate not only wrapt in filent a exc 
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Then abuſed opportunities will never return; and 
new opportunities will never more be offered. Then 


ſhould negligent mortals wiſh (wiſh ever {o paſſionately) 
for a few hours, for a few moments only, to be 
thrown back from the opening eternity, thouſands of 
worlds would not be able to procure the grant. 


Shall I now be induſtrious to ſhorten what: is no 


longer than a {pan ; ; or to quicken the pace of what is 
ever on the wing + Shall I ſquander away what is unut- 


terably i important while it laſts; ; and, when once departed, 
is altogether irrevocable! O! my ſoul, forbear the folly ; 


forbear the deſperate extravagance. Wilt thau chide as a 
- Joiterer the arrow that boundeth from the ſtring; or 

ſweep away diamonds as the refuſe of thy houſe ? Throw 
time away! Aſtoniſhing, ruinous, irreparable profuſe- 
neſs! Throw empires away, and be blameleſs. But 
O!] be parſimonious of thy days; huſband thy precious 
hours. They go connected, indiflolubly connected, 


with heaven or hell.* Improved, they are a ſure pledge 


of everlaſting glory; waited, they are a lad prelace to... 

never-ending confuſion and anguiſh. _ 
| What a profound ſilence hus s compoſed the world 80 
85 profound is the ſilence, that my very breath ſeems a 
noiſe; the ticking of my watch is dillinGily Eeard; if I 
do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance, There is now 
none of that confuſed din from the tumultuous city; 
no voice of Jovial. ruſtics from the neighbour! ing mea- 


dow; : 


but ri with the profoundeſt awe, He {wears, That tine ſhull 


no longer. Was ever voice ſo full of terrour; ſo big with wonder? 11 25 
claims, not the fall of empires, but the final pe riod of things. It ſtrikes 


off the wheels of nature; bids ages and generations ccaſe to toll; an d with. 
one potent word, conſigns a whole world over to diſſolution. This is one 


among a multitude of very iwubliine and maſterly ſtrokées, to be found in 
that too tnuch neglected book---the Bible. 
* I remember to have ſeen upon a fun dial, in a phyGclan garden at 


Northampton, the following inicription ; Which, I think, is the molt pro- 


er motto for the inſtrument that me aſurcs our time; and the moit iiCiKe 
ing admonition, that can poſſoly be prejented oe, er. 
Ab hoc mamenio pendet &ternitus. 


The weighty ſenſe of which, I know not how to expreſs in Evglith, mere 
| happily than in thoſe words of Dr. Watis; bx | 


Good (od! on what a ſlender thread 
{ Or, on what a moment of time] 
Hang everlaſting things! 
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dow; no chirping melody from the ſhady thicket. 
Every lip is ſealed. Not the leaft whiſper invades the 
air; nor the leaſt motion ruſtles among the boughs. 
Echo herſelf fleeps unmoleſted. The expanded ear, 
though all attention, catches no ſound, but the liquid 
| lapſe; of a diſtant murmuring ſtream. 
Ail.things are huſh'd, as nature's ſe]f lay dead. 
If, in the midſt of this deep and univerſal compoſure, 
ten thouſand beilowing thunders thould burſt over my 
head, and rend the Kies with their united vollies, how 
mould T bear ſo unexpected a ſhock ? It wouli tun my 
ſenſes, and confoupd my thoughts. I ſhonld ſhuvder in 
every limb; perhaps fink. to the earth with terror. 
Conlider then, O mortals! conſider the much more pro- 
digious and amazing call, which will, ere long, alarm 
your ſleeping bones. When the tenants of the tomb 
have ſlumbered, in the moſt undifturbed repoſe, for a 
multitude of ages, what an inconceivable conſternation 
mult the ſhout of the Archangel, and the trump of God, 
occaſion! Will it not wound the ear of the ungodly ; 
and affright, even to diſtraction, the impenitent finner ? 
The ſtupendous peal will found through the vaſt of 
heaven, will ſhake the foundations bo” nature, and 
| Pierce even the deepeſt receſſes of the grave. And how, 
O! how will the priſoners of Divine Juſtice be able to 
endure that tremendous fſummons to a far more tre- 
mendous tribunal? Do thou, my ſoul, liſten to the ſtill 
voice of the goſpel. Atteud, in this thy day, to the 
gracious invitations of thy Saviour. Then ſhall that 
great midnight cry loſe its horror, and be muſic in thy 
„ears. It mall be welcome to thy reviving clay, as the 
tidings of liberty to the dungeon captive z as the year 
. of jubilce to the harafſed llaye. This, this ſhall be its 
charming import; c Awake, and ling, 'ye that dwell 
in duſt.“ | 
What a ge neral ceſſation of irn has this duſky 
ki introduced! A little while ago ail was hurry, 
hurry. Lite aud achivity exerted themiclves 1 in a thou- 
| aud 


* Ja. xxvi. 19. 
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ſand buſy forms. The city ſwarmed with paſſing and 


repaſling multitudes, All the country was ſweat and 


duſt. The air floated in perpetual agitation, by the 
fitting birds and humming bees. Art ſat prying with 
her piercing eyes, while induſtry plied her reſtleſs hands. 


But fee how all this fervent and impetuous buſtle is 


fled with the ſetting ſun. The beaſts are ſlunk to 
to their graſſy couch; and the winged people are retired 
to their downy neits. The hammer has reſigned its 
ſounding taſk, and the file ceaſes to repeat its flying 
touches. Shut is the well- trequented (hop, and its threſh= 


old no longer worn by the feet of numerous cuſtomers. 


The village-ſwain lies drowned in ſlumbers; and even 


his truſty dog, who, for a conſiderable time, ſtood cen- 


try at the door, is extended at his eate, and ſnores with 
his maſter, In every place toil reclines her head, and 
application folds her arms. All intereſts ſeem to be for- 


- got; ail purſuits are ſuſpended ; all employment is ſunk 


away; ſunk away with thoſe fluttering myriads which 


lately ſported in the ſun's departing rays. *Tis like 


the ſabbath of univerial nature, or as though the pulſe 
[[[ | 
Thus will it be with our infinitely momentous con- 
cerns, when once the ſhadows of the evening (that 
long evening, which follows the footſteps of death!) 


are ſtretched over us. The dead cannot ſleek unto God; 


the living, the living alone are poſſeſſed of this ineſti- 
mable opportunity. There is no work or device, 
no repentance or amendment in the grave, x whither we 
| ; F ; | are 


Hlaſte, haſte, he lies in wait, he's at the door, 

Infidious Death ! Should his are hand arreſt, 

No compoſition ſets the pris'ner free, 
| + They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented / Ja. xxxviii, 
11.) by the phraſe, *Q2) „ MN—rendered by Vitringa, Thoſe that inhabit 
the land of intermiſſion or ceſſation. Which prevents all appearance of tauto- 
logy in the ſentence; and is, I think, a valuable improvement of the tran» 
lation; as it conveys an idea, not only diſtinct trom the preceding, but 
of a very poetical and very afflicting naturs; ſuch as was pertectiy pots | 


* © Behold! Now is the accepted time. Behold! Now is the day of ſal- 
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are all haſting. When once that cloſing ſcene is ad- 
vanced, we ſhall have no other part to act on this earthly 
theatre. Then the ſluggard, who has flumbered away _ 


life in a criminal inattivity, muſt lie down in hopeleſs 
diſtreſs, and everlaiting ſorrow, Then that awful 
doom will take place, He that is holy, let him be 


holy ſtill; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy for 


Ts it fo, my foul? Is this the only, only time allotted, 


| for obtaining the great reward, and making thy ſalva- 
tion ſure? And art thou lulled in a vain ſecurity, or 


dreaming in a ſupine wadvertency ? Start, O! ſtart 


from thy trance. Gird up the loms of thy mind, and 
work while it is day. Improve the preſent ſeed-time, 


that eternity may yield a joyful harveſt. We eſpecially, 


who are watchmen in Iirae!, and minitters ot the glori- 
ous goſpel, may we be awakened, by this conſideration, 


to al] aſſiduity in our holy office. Some or other of our 


people are ever and anon departing into the inviſible 
ſtate; all our friends are making inceſſant approaches 
to their long home; and we ourſelyes ſhall very ſhortly 
be tranſmitted to the confinement of the tomb. This 
is the favourable juncture wherein alone we can contri- 
bute to their endleſs welfare. This is the criſis, the 


all-important criſis, of their final felicity. Inſtantly, 
therefore, let us pour in our wholeſome inſtructions 
inſtantly let us ply them with our earneſt exhortations. 
A moment's delay may be an irreparable loſs, may be 


irretrievable ruin. While we procraſtinate, a fatal ſtroke _ 
may intervene, and place us beyond the power of ad- 


miniſtering z _ 


ral for the Royal finger, and Royal ſufferer, todwell upon, in his deſpond- 


ing moments, "Tous interpreted, the ſenſe will run; * I fhall ſee man ns 
more I thall be cut off from the cheerful ways of men, and all the ſweets 
of human ſociety. And, what is a farther aggravation of the threatened 
ſtroke, I ſhall, by its taking place, be numbered with thoſe that inherit 
the land of ceſſation and ina divity. Where there will be no more poſſibi- 
lity of contributirg to the happinſs of my kingdom; no more opportu- 


nity of advancing my Creator's glory; or of making my own final talva- 


tion ture.” A ſentiment like this, is grand, important, and full of bene- 
volence; removes all ſuſpicion of unbecoming pulillanimity, and does the 


_ highe& honour to the monarch's character. 


— — 
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miniſtering; or place them depend all poſſibility of re- 
ceiving any ſpiritual good. 

How frequently is the face of nature changed! and 
by changing, mage more agreeable! The long-continued 
glittcr of the day renders the ſoothing ſhades of the 
evening doubly welcome. Nor does the morn ever 

purple the eaſt with fo engaging a luſtre, as after the 

gloom of a dark and diſmal night. At prelent, a 
: calm of tranquillity is ſpread through the univerſe, 
Ihe weary winds have forgot to blow. The gentle 

| pales have fanned themſelves afleep. Not ſo much as a 

Ingle leaf nods, Even the quivering aſpin reſts, And 

not one breath curls o'er the {tream. Sometimes, on the 

contrary, the tempeſt ſummons all the forces of the air, 
and pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the angry 
north. The wholeatmoſphere is toſſed into tumultuous 
confuſion, and the watry world is heaved to the clouds. 
The aſtoniſhed mariner, and his ſtraining veſſel, now 
ſcale the rolling mountain, and hang dreadfully viſible 
on the broken ſurge; now ſhoot, with headlong i impe- 
tuolity, into the yawning gulph ; and neither hulk nor 
maſt is ſeen. The ſtorm ſweeps over the continent; 
raves along the city- ſtrects; ſtruggles through the foreſt⸗ 
boughs; and terrifies the ſavage nations with a howl 
more wildly than their own. The knotty oaks bend 
before the blaſt; their iron trunks groan, and their 
ſtubborn limbs are daſhed to the ground. The loity _ 
dome rocks ; and even the folid tower totters on its baſis, 
Such variations are kindly contrived, and with an 
evident condeſcenſion to the fickleneſs of our taſte. Be- 
cauſe a perpetual repetition of the ſame objects would 
create ſatiety and diſguſt; therefore, the indulgent | 

Father of our race has diverſiſicd the univerſal ſcene, 
and bid every appearance bring with it the charm of 

novelty, This circumitance ls beneficial as well as 


enter taining. 

* The caſe, e by the prophet (1 Kings xx. 40.) ſeems perfectly 
avplicab' e on this occaſion. * As thy fervantwas buſy here and there, he v4 
was gone.“ So, while we are either rem:s in our function, or lay ing our- i} 
ſelves out upon inferior cares, the people of our charge may be gone: li 

gone beyond the influence of our co niels; gone bey ond the reach of our y! 
Prayers: gone into the Wacker Sc able and eternal Rate, 
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entertaining. Providence, ever gracious to mortals, 
ever intent upon promoting our felicity, has taken care 
to mingle, in the conſtitution of things, what is plea- 
ſing to our imagination, with what is ſerviceable to our 
intereſts. The piercing winds, and rugged aſpect of 
winter, render the balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of 
- ſpring, peculiarly delightful. At the ſame time, the 
| keen froſts mellow the foil, and prepare it for the hand 
of induſtry. The ruſhing rains impregnate the glebe, 
and fit it to become a magazine of plenty. The earth 
is a great laboratory; and December's cold collects the 
grols materials, which are ſublimated by the refining 
wWarmth of May. The air is a pure claſtic fluid; and 
were it always to remain in this motionleſs ſerenity, it 
would loſe much of its active ſpring z was it never agi- 
tated by thoſe wholeſome concuſſions, it would contract 
a noiſome, perhaps a peſtilential taint z in which caſes, - 
our reſpiration, inſtead of puritying, would corrupt the 
vital juices 3 inſtead of ſupplying us with reireſhment, 
would be a ſource of diſeaſes; or every gaſp we draw 
might be unavoicable death.“ How then ſhould we 
admire, how ſhould we adore, that happy union of be- 
nignity and wiſdom, which, from a variety of diſpen- 
ſations, produces an uniformity of good! produces a 
perpetual ſucceſſion of delights, and an uninterrupted 
{cries of advantages! „„ „ 
The darknets is now at its height, and I cannot but 
adinire the obliging manner of its taking place, It 
I a ts | comes 
Conſidering the immenſe quantity of coals, and other combuſtible ma- 
terials, which are daily conſumed, and evaporate into the air; conſider- 
ing the numberleſs ſteams, and clouds of ſmoke, which almott continually 
cverwhelm populous cities; the noiſome exhalations, which ariie fron: 
thronged infirmaries, and loathſome jails; from ſtagnating lakes, and pu- 
trid tens; the variety of offenſive and unwhoie{ome effluvia, which pro- 
ceed from other cauſes; it is a very remarkable initance of a Providence, 
at once tenderly kind, and infinitely powerful, that mankind is not ſnff6- 
cated with ſtench; thabthe air is not cavaked with filth. The air is the 
common 4{ewer, into which ten thouſand times ten thonſ{und nuiſances are 
incefſantly diſcharged; yet it is preſerved to thoroughly clear, as to afferd 
the moſt trantparent medium for viſion; 1o delicately undulatory, as ts 
trarſmit, with all imaginable diſtinctnets, every diverſity of ſound ; 4% 


perfectly pure, as lo be the conttant refiner of the fluis in every animal 
that breathes. $ | 
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comes not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, but makes 
gentle and reſpectful advances. A precipitate tranſi- 
tion from the ſplendors of day to all the horrors of 


midnight would be inconvenient and frightful. It 
would bewilder the traveller in his journey; it would 


ſtrike the creation with amazement; and, perhaps, be 


pernicious to the organs of ſight, Therefore the gloom 
ruſhes not upon us inſtantaneouſly, but increaſes by ſlow 


degrees; and, ſending twilight before as its harbinger, 


_ decently advertiſes us of its approach. By this means 
we are neither alarmed, nor incommodated, by the 


change, but are able to take all ſuitable and timely 


meeaſures for its reception. Thus graciouſly has Pro- 


vidence regulated, not only the grand viciſſitudes of the 


ſeaſons, but alſo the common interchanges of light and 
_ darkneſs, with an apparent reference to our comfort. 


Now the fierce inhabitants of the foreſt forſake their 


dens. A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand growling 


monſters, pace the deſart. Death is in their jaws, 


while ſtung with hunger, and athirit for blood, they | 
roam their nightly rounds. Unfortunate the traveller 
who is overtaken by the night in thoſe diſmal wilds ! 


How muſt he ſtand aghaſt, at the mingled yell of rave- 


nous throats, and lions roaring after their prey! Defend 
him, propitious Heaven! or elſe he muſt ſee his endear- & 


ing ſpouſe, and hail his native home, no more! Now 
the prowling wolf, like a murderous ruffian, dogs the 
ſhepherd's footſteps, and beſets his bleating charge. 


The fox, like a crafty felon, ſteals to the thatched cot- 


tage, and carries off the feathered booty. 
Happy tor the world were theſe the only deſtrovers 


that walk in darkneſs: but, alas! there are ſavages 
in human ſhape, who, muffled in ſhades, infeſt the 


abodes of civilized life. The ſons of violence make 
choice of this ſcalon F to perpetrate the moſt outrage- 
ous acts of wrong and robbery. The adulterer waiteth 
tor the twilight; and, bater than the villain on the 
5 e . highway, 
f ---------When night — . | 
Dar; ens the ttreets, then wander forth the ſons - 
C. Eel), flown Wall imocnce and wine. Ailton. 
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highway, betrays the honour of his boſom- friend. Now 
Faction forms her cloſe cabals, and whiſpers her traite- 
rous inſinuations. Now Rebellion plans her accurſed 
plots, and prepares the train to blow a nation into ruin. 
Now crimes, which hide their odious heads in the day, 
haunt the ſeats of ſociety, and ſtalk through the gloom 
with audacious front. Now the vermin of the flews 
craw] from their lurking holes to wallow in fin, and 


ſpread contagion through the night. Each foothing 
himſelf with the tond notion that all is late, that no. 


eyc ſees. 


Are they then nah d ? Prepoſterous W To 


draw the curtain between their infamous practices and 
a little ſet of mortals, but lay them open to all theſe 
chaſte and wakeful eyes of Heaven it As though the 
moon and itars were made to light men to their revels, 
and not to Cod. Are they then concealed? No, truly. 
Was every one of theſe vigil ant luminaries cloſed, an 
_ eye, keener than the lightning' s flaſh, an eye, brighter 
than ten thouſand ſuns, beholds their every motion. 


Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming day to the jealous -_ 
Inſpector and fupreme Ju Joe of human actions. De- 


| Juded creatures! Have ye not heard, have ye not 
read, That clouds and darknets. are His majeſtic 
reſidence 3 de In that very gloom,” to which you fiy for 


covert, he erects his le What you reckon your 


Aſcreen is the bar of his tribunal, O! remember 
this! Stand in awe, and fin not. Kemember, that the 
great and terrible God is about your path & when you 
ON = | tuke 


1 Sed luna vide!, {cd fiera tee 
| Intendunt «cules, | 2 
t This is finely, and very torcibly, daten d bY the Pſalmit: If I ſay, 
Peradventue the darkneſs (ha'l cover ! then tall my night be turned 
to day.“ Or, as it may. be rendered 1 ee more emphatically, Even 
the mg ht ſhall bebroad deli ht all around ane 1 lal. xxxIx. 10. 
Pſal. xe: 


8 The original words are much kronger r 100 n the tranſlation. T] ard 
Ira ſignify, Thou fifre? my path, and art intimately aequaintes with 


all my ways. The former, 1 apprehe Rds Cenoting the exact .co2nizance. 
which the Almighty taketh; the latter implying che conſtant inſpection. 


which he exereileth over all the c I's INftances of unt conduct. Pal. 
eK. 2 | | | | 
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take your midnight range; is about your bed when you 


indulge the looſe defire ; and ſpies ont all your ways, 


be they ever io tecretly conducted, or artfully diſguiſed. 
Some minutes ago a paſſenger croſſed along the road; 


his horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and fetched fire 
from a flint. My eye, though at a diſtance, catched 
the view; and faw, with great clearneſs, the tranſient 
ſparkles; of which, had I been ever ſo near, I ſhould 


not have diſcerned the leaft glimpſe under the blaze of 
day. So * when fickneſs has drawn a veil over the 


gaiety of our hearts, when misfortunes have eclipſed 


the ſplendor of our outward circumftances, how many 
important convictions preſent themſelves with the 
brighteſt evidence! Under the ſunſhine of proſperity, 
they lay undiſcovered; but, when {ſome intervening 


cloud has darkened the ſcene, they emerge from their 


_ obſcurity, and even glitter upon cur minds. Then the 


World, that deluſive cheat, confeſſes her emptinels : 


but Zeſus, the bright and morning-ſtar, beams forth 


with inimitable luſtre. Then Vice loſeés all her falla- 
cious allurements; that painted ſtrumpet is horrible 
as the hags of hell: but Virtue, deſpiſed Virtne, gains 
lovelineſs from a louring Providence, and treads the 


| ſhades with more than mortal charms. May this recon- 
cile me, and all the ſons of ſorrow, to our appointed 
ſhare of ſuffering! If tribulation tend to diſſipate the 


inward darknels, and pour heavenly dew upon our minds, 
welcome diftrels; welcome diſappointment; welcome 
whatever our froward fleſh, or peeviſh paſſions, would 


miſcal calamities. Theſe light afflictions, which are but 


for a moment, ſhall fit eaſy upon our ſpirits, fince they 
befriend our knowledge, promote our faith, and fo 
| EE one „ _- © work 

* 1 beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe name dignifies my de- 


dication, that this was a remark of his honoured lather, when we rode toge- 


ther, and converſed in a duſty evening. L mention this circuniſtance, partly, 


to {ſecure the paragraph from conteinpt; partly, to give him, and the 
world, an idea »f that eminently ſerious taſte, which dit ingniſhed my de- 
ceaſed friend. The leſs obvious the veflection, the more clearly it ditco- 
vers a turn of mind, remarkably ſpiritual; Which would ſuffer nothing to 


eicape, without yielding ſome religious improvement. The meaner the 


incident, the more admirable was that ſertility of imaginations Whick 
could deduce the fablimeſ truthis troia the mom trivial occurrences. 
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work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
JJ... EETES or 

How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and 

_ graceful object from my ſight ! It has daſhed the ſponge 
over the pictures of Spring, and deftroyed all the deli- 

cate diſtinctions of things. Where are now the fine 
tinges which ſo lately charmed me from the glowing 
parterre? The bluſh is ſtruck out from the cheeks of |} 
the role; and the ſnowy hue is dropt from the lily. TL | 
caſt my eyes towards a magnificent ſeat, but the aſpir= Þ| 
ing column, and fair-expanded front, are mingled in |, 
rude confuſion. Without the ſun, all the elegance of 
the blooming world is a mere blank ; all the ſymmetry 
of architecture is a ſhapeleſs heap. 5 1 
Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the lovelineſs 
which the Sun of Righteouſneſs trans fuſes into all that is 

_ amiable? Was it not for Jeu, and his merits, I ſhould _ 
ſigli with anguiſh of ſpirit; even while I rove through 
ranks of the moſt beautiful flowers, or breathe amidſt 
a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for Fe/izs, and his 
merits, I ſhould roam like fome diſconſolate ſpectre, 
even through the ſmiles of creation, and the careſſes of 
fortune. My converſation in this world, though dreſſed 
in the moſt engaging forms of external pleaſure, 
would be like the paſſage of a condemned malefactor, 
through enamelled meadows, and bowers of bliſs, to 
be broke upon the wheel, or to expire on the rack. 
But a daily reflection on the Lamb's atoning blood; a 
comfortable truſt, that my foul is reconciled through 
this divine expiation; this is the ray, the golden ray, 
2 Cor. iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grecian learning, 
tranſlates xc uTeeg&n, us nihil majus dict aut fngi poteſt. But, how 
does the ſenſe riſe! How 1s the idea inlarged, under tWo tuch forcible ex- 
preſſions! x&9' vrepEony eg veetonhny, The whole verſe is a maſter- piece 
of the beautiful antitheſis, the lively deſcription, and the nervous diction. 
it is one of thoſe exquiſite paſiages in the mipired writings; Which, like 
ſome rich aromatic plants, cannot be transferred from their pwn generovs 
_ and native foil, without being impaired in their vivacity, and loſing much 
of their delicacy, Perhaps the following verſion may be ſomewnat leſs in- 

- jurious to the ſacred original, than the common tr.nilation: Our very 
lic ht affiititin, which is but jujt for the preſent moment, worketh out a far mer 
extecding, an incomparably great, and ciernal weight of glory. 5 


* * - 
P ee et 7 


ON THE NIGHT. 197 
witch irradiates the face of the univerſe. This is the 


oil of beauty, which makes all things wear a chearful 
aſpect; and the oil of gladneſs, which diſpoſes the ſpec- 
tator to behold them with delight.“ 'This, this is the 
ſecret charm which teaches Nature, in all her pro- 
| ſpects, and all her product ions, fo exquiſitely to pleaſe... 
Man gocth forth to his work, and to his labour, 


till the evening.“ But then his ſtrength fails; his ſpi— 


rits flag; and "Tad ſtands in need, not only of ſome re- 
ſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly and ſovereign re 
freſhment. What an admirable provition for this pur- | 


pole is ſleep ! Sleep introduces a moſt welcome va acation, 


both tor the ſoul and body. The exerciles of the brain, 
and the labours of the hand, are at once Cilcoatinued, 


So that the weary limbs repair their exhauſted vigour; 
while the penſive thoughts drop their load of forruws, 


and the buty onts reſt from the fatigue of application. | 


Mott reviving cordial! Equally beneficial tocur animal 
and intellectual powers. It fupplics the fleſhly ma- 


chine, and keeps all its nice movements in a proper 
poſture for caſy play. It animates the thinking tacul- 


ties with freih alacrity, and rekindles their ardor for 
the ſtudies of the dawn. Without theſe enlivening re- 


cruits, how foon would the moſt robuſt conſtitution be 


waſted into a walking ſkeleton; and the moſt learned 
ſage degenerate into a hoary idiot! Some time ago I 
beheld with {ſurpriſe poor Florio. His air was wild 


his countenance meagre; his thoughts roving, and ſpeech | 


Fe. Era diſconcerted. 


* Thus applied, that fine piece cf OT addreſſed to the Heathen 


*mperor, Is ſtric ty and literally tue 


—.— Iultus ubi tuus EEG. 
Afrulfet populs, eratior it ates, 
El jules melius niteit. Horat. 
ich I w ould caſt in a Chriſtian mould, and thus tranſlate 2. 


Waen Faith preſents the Saviour” 5 death, 
Alid whiſpers, Inis 1s thine;“ 

Sweetly my riſing hours advance, 
And paccful y decline. 


Vile ſuch my v ewe, the radiant ſun 
1 a more ſprightly ray; 
Each ebje&- tiniles ; allen. ature. char ms: 
1 ling 7 my cares away. 
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198 CONTEMPLATIONS | 
diſconcerted. Inquiring the cauſe of this ſtrange alte- 
ration, I was informed, that, for ſeveral nights, he 
had not cloſed his eyes in fleep. For want of which 
noble reſtorative, that ſprightly youth (who was once 
the life of the diſcourſe, and the darling of the compa- 
ny) is become a ſpectacle of miſery and horror. | 

How many of my teliow-creatures are, at this very in- 
ſtant, confined to the bed. of languiſhing; and com- 
plaining, with that i! lluſtrious ſiifferer of old, © weart- 
tome nights are appointed to me !'* Inttcad of indulge | 
ing foft repoſe, they are counting the tedicus hourgy 
telling every ſtriking clock; or meaſuring the very 
ments by their throbbing pulſe. How many, 123461 | 
with pain, moſt paſſionately long to make ſome little 
truce with their agonies, in peaceful ſlumbers! How 
many, fick with difquietude, and reſtleſs even on the 
downy pillows, would purchate this tranſient oblivion. - 
of their woes almoſt at any rate! That which wealth 
cannot procure, which multitudes ſigh for in vain, thy 
God has beſtowed on thee times out of number. The 
welcome viſitant, punctual at the needed hour, has 
entered thy chamber, and poured his poppies round thy 
couch. Has gently cloſed thy eye-lids,. and thed his 
ſlumberous dews over all thy ſenſes. 

Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceilary, fo 3 | 
valuable, obſerve what a fine apparatus Almighty ' 
goodneſs has made to eee us with the balmy 
bleſſing; with how kind a precaution He removes. 
whatever might obſti ut its accels, or impedie its inſſu- 
ence! He draws around us the curtain of darknels, 
which inclines us to a drowly indolence, and conceals 
every object that might too ſtrongly agitate the ſenſe. 
He conveys peace into our apartments, and impoſes 
filence on the whole creation. Every animal is bidden 
to tread foitly „or rather to ceaſe from its motion, when 
man is retiring to his repole. May we not diicern, in 
this gracious di {poſition of things, the tender cares of a 
nurſing mother 3 who huſhes Ty noile, and iecludes. 

| every: - 
* Jari. 3 


ments, therefore, we lie open to innumerable perils; 


_ = dence, that we are not hurried into the moſt pernicious actions, when our 
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every diſturbance, when ſhe has laid the child of her 
Hove to ret? So, by ſuch ſoothing circumitances, and 
gently-working opiates, He giveth to his beloved, 
ſleep. VVV ĩ a, 
Another ſignal inſtance of a Providence intent upon 
our welfare, is, that we are preſerved ſafe in the hours of 
ſlumber. How are we then loſt to all apprehenſion of 
danger; even though. the murderer be at our bed- ſide, 
or his naked {word at our breaſt! Deſtitute of all con- 

cern for ourſelves, we are unable to think of, much 
more to provide for, our own ſecurity. At theſe mo- 


perils, from the reſiſtleſs rage of flames; perils, from 
the inſidious artifices of thieves, or the outrageous 
violence of robbers ; perils, from the irregular work 
iwps + of our own thoughts, and eſpecially from the in- 
curſions of our ſpiritual enemy. „„ 
What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, that im- 
placable, adverſary of mankind work, was there not an 

ee dd ed oy  anvilible 
8 | | | * Pſal. cxxvii. 2, „ | 
+ TI think it is refzrable only to a ſuperintending and watchful Provi- 


imagination is heated, and our reaſon ſtupified by dreams. We have fome- 
times heard of untoriunate perſons, who, walking in their flzep, flave 
thrown themſelves headlong from a window, aud been daſhed to deaton 
the pebbles. And whence is it that tuci diiaftrous accidents are only re- 
ted as pieces of news, not experienced by ourſelves, or our familics ?. 
Were our minds more fober in iir operations, or more circumſpect in 
their regards? No, verily; nothing could be more wild than their excur- 
ſions; and none could be more inaitentive to their own welfare. Therc- 
fore, if we ha-e laid us down, and flept in peace; it was, becauſe the 
Lord vouchſafed us the ſweet r=:reſhment; if we roſe again in ſafety, it 
was, becauſe the Lord ſuſtained us with his unremitted protection. | 
Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort (ory, or rather a 
matter of fag, ſuitable to the preceding remark? T'wo purions, who hed 
becn hunting together in the day, ilept together the following night. One 
of them was renewing the purſuit in his dream; ard, having run the whole 
circle of the chaſe, came at lait to the fall of the tag. Upon this, he 
cries out with a determined ardour, * Pi k:libim: Dil kill ham:? and im- 
mediateiy feels for the knife, winch he cerried in his pocket. His cumpa- 
mon happening to be awake, and obiervigg what pailed, leaped from ide 
bed. Being ſecure. from danger, and the moon ſhining into the room, be 
good to view the event 3 when, to his incxpreſfible ſurprite, the infatuated 
 tportſman gave feveral deadly ſtabs in the very place where, a moment 
| before, tne throat and the lite of his friend lay. This I mention as a 
proof, that nothing hinders zus even from being affeiiins of others, or 
murderers of ourſelves, amidit the mad 1auics of fleep, only the present 
ing caic of our heavenly Fahr. | Oe, 9 8 | 
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Inviſible hand to controul his rage, and protect poor 
mortals | What {cenes of horror might he repreſent to 
our imaginations, and * ſcare us with dreams, or terrify 
us with viſions!'* But the keeper of Iirael, who never 
ſlumbers or fleeps, interpoſes in our behalf; at once to 
cheriſh us under his wings, and to defend us as with a 
ſhield. It :s {aid of Solomon, © That threeſcore valiant 
men were abeut his bed; all expert in war; every one 
with his ſword upon his thigh, becauſe of fear in the 
night.“ But One greater than Solomon; One mightier 
than myriads of armed hoſts; even the great Jehovah, 
in whom is everlaſting ſtrength; He vouchſates to en— 


camp about cur houſes, to watch over our ſleeping mi- 


nutes, and to ſtop ajl the avenues of ill. O! the un- 
wearied and condeſcending goodneis of our Creator! 
who lulls us to our reſt by bringing on the filet 
| ſhades ; and plants bis own ever-watchiul eye as our 
centinel, while we enjoy the needtul repcie. | | 
Reaſon now reſigns her ſedate office; and Fancy, 
extravagant Fancy, leads the mind through a maze of 
vanity. The head is crouded with falle images, and 
tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſapprehentions of 
things. Some are expatiating amidſt fairy fields, and 
gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs; while their bodies 
are ſtretched on a wiſp of ſtraw, and ſheltered by the 
cobwebs of a barn. Others, quite inſeniible of their 
rooms of ſtate, are mourning in a doletu] dungeon, or 
ſtruggling with the raging billows. Perhaps with 
haſty fteps they climb the craggy cliff; and with rea} 
- anxiety fly from the imaginary danger: or elſe, be- 
numbed with ſudden fear, and finding themſelves una- 
ble to eſcape, they give up at once their hopes and their 
efforts; and, though reciined on a couch of ivory, are 
ſinking, all helpleſs and diſtreſſed, in the furious whirt- 
| IE 55 55 pool. 
What a complete mater that malignant ſpirit is, in exhibiting viſion. 
ary repreſentations, appears from his conduct towards (Ar, on the Figh 
mountain; and that he is too ready, it, not reitrained by an over-ru!'ns 
Power, to employ his dexterity in afflicting mankind, is evident from hi 
treatment of Job, See Luke iv. 5. Feb vii. 14. _ 
| * 1 Cant. iii, 7, 8. 


1 » 


coffers; or promiſe themſelves a moſt ſupcrlative felicity - 
indeed, when ſome thouſands more are added to the uſe- 


_ themſelves the generous and gallant ſpirits of the age; 
where is the difference between theirs and the madman's 


Some pride themſelves in a notion of ſuperior excellency, 


to their names; or becauſe the dying filkworm has be- 
queathed her fineſt threads to cover their nakednels. 


ter ſubſtantial ſatisfaction from any applauſe; and flat- 


v»rhit more reaſonable in their opinions than the poor 


der a hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of his ſtately palace 


what are they, but dreamers with their eyes open; de- 


and the ſucceſs of their ſchemes calculated with the 
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pool. So unaccountable are the vagaries of the brain 
while ſleep maintains its dominion over the limbs! : 
But is this the only ſeaſon when abſurd incoherent ir- 
regularities play their magic on our minds ? Are there 
not thoſe who dream even in their waking moments! 


becaule the royal favour has annexed a ſew ſplendid titles 
Others congratulate their own ſignal happineſs, becauſe 
loads of golden lumber are amaſſed together in their 
leſs heap. Nor are there wanting others, who gape af- 


ter themſelves with, I know not what, immortality in 
the momentary buz of renown. Are any of theſe a 


ragged wretch in his reverics ; who, while ſnoring un- 


and ſumptuous furniture? If perſons, who are very 
vaſſals to their own domineering paſſions, and led cap-. 
tive by numberleſs temptations ; if theſe perſons pique 
themſelves with a conceit of their liberty, and fancy 


frenzy, who, though chained to the floor, 1s throned in 
thought, and wielding an imaginary ſceptre? In a word, 
as many as borrow their dignity from a plume of fea- 
thers, or the gaudy trappings of Fortune; as many as 
fend their fouls to ſeek for blifs in the blandiſhments of 
fenſe, or in any thing ſhort of the Divine favour, and a 
well-grounded hope of the incorruptible inheritance ;* 


lirious, though in health? | =: 
Would you ſce their picture drawn to the very life, 
utmoſt 


#* Theſe give a ſacred, and home-(clt delight, 
A ſodei certainty of waking bliis. Milton's Comusy 
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utmoſt exactneſs, caſt your eye upon that fine repreſen- 
tation exhibited by the prophet : It ſhall be even as 
when a hungry man dreameth, aud behold, he eatetit z 
but he awaket h, and his ſoul is empty: or, as when a 
thirſty man dreameth, and behold, he drinketh ; but he 
awaketh, and behold, he is taint, ard his foul hath ap- 
petite. Such is the race, and ſuch the prize, ct all thoſe 
candidates tor honour and joy, who run wide from the 
mark of the high calling of God, in Chriſt Jets. They 
live in vanity, "and die in woe. Awaken us, mercitul 
Lord, from thele noon: tide trances ! Awaken us, while 
conviction may turn to our advantage, and not ferve 


only to increaſe our torment, O! les: our * eyes be en- 


lightened, to diicern the things that are excelient ;* and 
no longer be impoted upon by fantaſtic appearances, | 
which, however pompous they may ſeem, will prove 
more empty than the viſions of the night, more tranlient 
than the dream that is forgotten. | 
Having mentioned fleep and dreams, let me once again 
conſider thoſe remarkable incidents of our frame; o 
very remarkable, that I may venture to call them a 
kind of experimental myttery, and little leſs than a 
ſtanding miracle. Behold the moſt vigorous conſtitution, 
when fetched on the bed of eaſe, and totally reſigned 
to the flumbers of the night. Its activity is oppietic 
with tetters of indolence; its ſtrength i is conſigned over 
to a temporary annihilation; the nerves are like a bow _ 
un rung, and the whole animal ſyſtem is like a motion- 
lets log. Behold a perſon of the moſt delicate ſenſa- 
tions, and amiable diſpoſitions. His eyes, though 
_ thrown wide open, admit not the viſual ray; at leait, 
| diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, with the organs un- 
| impaired, and articulate accents beating upon the drum, 
perceive not the ſcund; at leaſt, appreherd not the 
meaning. The ſenſes, kad their exquilitely fine feel - 
ings, are overwhelmed with an unaccountable ftupefac- 
tion. You call him a ſocial creature; but where are 
** ſocial alles ions? He knows not the father that be- 
gat 


+ 1. xxix. 8. 
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gat bim; and takes no notice of the friend that is as 
his own ſoul. The wife of his boſom may expire by his 
fide, and he he more unconcerned than a barbarian. 


The children of his body may be tortured with the 


ſevereſt pangs, and he, even in the ſame chamber, re- 
main untouched with the leaſt commiteration. Behold 


the moſt ingenious ſcholar, whoſe judgment is piercing, 
and able to trace the moſt intricate dificulties of ſeience; 
his taſte refined, and quick to reliſh all the beauties of 


ſentiment and compoſition ; yet, at this juncture, the 
thinking faculties are unhinged, and the intellectual 


economy quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of clote- connected 


reaſonings, nothing but a disjointe huddle of abſurd 
ideas : inſtead of well- digeſted principles, nothing but 
a diſorderly jumble of crude conceptions. The moſt 


palpable deluſions impoſe upon his imagination. I. he 


whole night paſles, and he frequently miſtakes it for a 
tingle minute; is not ſenſible of the tr anſition, hardly 


' ſenſible of any duration. 
Yet, no ſooner does the mor ning dawn, and day-light 


enter the room, but this ſtrange inchantment vaniſhes, 
The man awakes, and finds himſelf poſſeſſed of all the 


valuable endowments, which, tor ſeveral hours, were 
iu! ſpended, or loſt. His ſinews are braced, and fit for 
action. His ſenſes are alert and keen. The romantic 
viſionary brightens into the maſter of reaſon. The 
frozen or benumbed affe tions melt with tenderneſs, 


and glow with benevolence. And, what is beyond 


eaſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated "mind works itlelf _ 


Eber; not by ſlow degrees, but, in the twinkling of an 


eye, recovers from its perturbation. Why does not the 


ſtupor, which deadens all the nice operations of the ani- 


mal powers, hold faft its poſſeſſion ? When the thoughts 
are once diſadjuſted, why are they not always in confu- 


fon? How is it that they are rallied in a moment 


and, from the wideſt irre. cularity, reduced to the moſt 
4 orderly array? From an inactivity, reſembling death, 
3 how is the body ſo {udde nly reftored to vigour And agi- 
li ty? From EXETAVAgancies bordering upon wadnels, 
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204 CONTEMPLATIONS | 
how is the underſtanding inſtantaneouſly re-eſtabliſhed 5 
in ſedateneſs and harmony ? Surely, © this is the Lord's 


doing, and it ſhould be marvellous in our eyes ;* ſhould _ 
| awaken our gratitude, and inipirit our praiſe. 


This is the time in which ghoſts are ſuppoſed to 


make their appearance. Now the timorous imagina- 


tion teems with phantoms, and creates numberleſs ter- 
rors to itſelf, Now, dreary forms, in ſullen ſtate, ſtalk 
along the gloom, or, ſwifter than lightning, glide acroſs 

the ſhades. Now, voices more than mortal F are heard 

from the echoing vaults, and groans iſſue from the hol 


low tombs. Now, melancholy {pectres viſit the rains” - 


of ancient monaſteries, and frequent the ſolitary dwel- 
lings of the dead. They paſs and repaſs, in unſub- 
ſtantial images, along the forſaken galleries; or take 
their determined tand over ſome lamented grave. 


How often has the ſchool- boy fetched a long circuit; 
and trudged many a needleſs ftep, in order to avoid the 


haunted church-yard ? Or, if neceſſity, ſad neceſſity, 


has obliged him to croſs the ſpot where human ſkulls 
are lodged below, and the baleful yews ſhed ſuper- mu- 


merary horrors above, a thoutand hideous ſtories ruth 
into his memory. Fear adds wings to his feet ; he ſcarce 


touches the ground; dares not once look behind him; 


and bleſſes his good fortune, if no trightful found 
purred at his heels, if no ghaltly ſhape bolted 9 his 
ſight. 

Tie ſtrange to obſerve: tke exceſſive timidity which 
poſſeſſes many peoples minds on this fancitul occaſion, 
while they are void of all concern on others of the 
moſt tremendous import. Thoſe who are ſtartled, in 
any dark and loncly walk, at the very apprehenſion of 


a ſingle ipectre, are, neverthetuſs, unimpreſled at the ſure 
| proſpe& of entering into a whole world of diſembodied 


beings. Nay, are without any emotions of awe, thoug gh 
they know themſelves to be haſtening into the preſence 


| of Fu greats infinite, and eternal Spirit, Should jome 


pale 
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pale meſſenger, from the regions of the dead, draw back 
our curtains at the hour of midnight, and, appointing 
ſome particular place, ſay, as the horrid apparition to 
Brutus, © I'll meet thee there;““ I believe the boldeſt 
heart would feel ſomething like a panic; would ſeriouſly 
think upon the adventure, and be in pain for the event. 
But, when a voice from heaven cries, in the awakening 
language of the prophet, © Prepare to meet thy God, O 
Iſrael ; how little is the warning regarded! How ſoon 
is it forgot! Prepoſterous ſtupidity ! To be utterly un- 
* 2x9 ar where it is the trueſt wiſdom to take the alarm, 
wand to be all trepidation where there is nothing really 
terrible! Do thou, my ſoul, remember thy Saviour's 
admonition; © I will forewarn you whom you ſhall fear. 
Fear not theſe imaginary horrors of the night; but 
fear that awful Being, whoſe revelation of himſelf, 
though with expreſſions of peculiar mercy, made Moſes, 
his favourite ſervant, tremble exceedingly : whoſe. 
manifeſtation, when he appears with purpoſes of inex- 
orable vengeance, will make mighty conquerors, who 
were familiar with dangers, and eſtranged to diſmay, 
call upon the mountains to fall on them, and the rocks 
to cover them: the menace of whoſe majeſtic eye, 
when He comes attended with thouſand thouſands of his 
immortal hoſts, will make the very heavens cleave aſun- 
der, and the earth. flee away. O! dread His diſpleaſure ; 
ſecure His favour, and then thou mayeſt commit all thy if 
other anxieties to the wind, Thou mayeſt laugh at | 
every other tear” uhh ic _ 55 
This brings to my mind a memorable and amazin IJ 
occurrence recorded in the book of Job ;f which is, 1 
I think, no inconſiderable proof of the real exiſtence at 
apparitions on ſome very extraordinary emergencies z 
SO, RN 8 | while 
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*The tory of Brutus, and his evil genius, is well known, Nor mutt 
it be denied, that the pfeciſe words of the tpettre to the hero Were, 1% 

_ meet thee at Philippi. But, as this would not anſwer my purpoſe, 1 was 

obliged to make an alteration in the cixcumftance ot place, | 

„ T Amos i. 1. ; I Job 1v. , 14, e. 
a proof of the real exijience of apparitions. If the ſenſe, in Which! 
have always underitoed this patiyc, be vrues Eliphaz, I approbend, Was 


$a 3th ce 
neuuer 


{ 
= 
1 
i 
1 
41 


18 
we 
Th 
* 
5 
"n 
14 


4 


206 CONTEMPLATIONS 


while it diſcountenances thoſe legions of idle tales which 


ſuperſtition has raiſed, and credulity received; ſince 
it teaches us, that if, at any time, thoſe viſitants from 


the unknown world render themſelves perceivable by 
mortals, it is not upon any errand of frivolous conſe- 


quence, but to convey intelligences of the utmoſt mo- 
ment, or to work imprethons of the higheſt advantage. 
_ *Twas in the dread of night; all nature lay ſhrouded 


in darkneſs; every creature was buried in ſleep: the 
moſt profound filence reigned through the univerſe. In 
_ theſe ſolemn moments, Eliphaz alone, all wakeful and 
ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime and heavenly ſubjects; 
when, lo! an awful being, from the inviſible realms, 
burſt into his apartment. F A ſpirit paſſed before his 
face. Aſtoniſhn.ent ſeized the beholder 3 his bones 
ſhivered within him; his fleſh trembled all over him; 


and the hair of his head food erect with horror. Sud- 


den and unexpected was the appearance of the phantom; 


not. 


neither in a trance, nor in a dream, but perfectly awake. Though he 


peaks of ſleep; he ſpeaks of it, as fallen not upon himſelf, but upon 
bother men. He does not mention dreams, though m2"7n ſemmia, would 
have ſuited the vette (if the book be in metre) altogether as „clas TNT 


vi ones. It could not ſurely be a wind, as ſome tranſlate the word TM 


Bccauſe, the circumſtance of ſtanding (till, is not ſo compatible with the 
nature of a wind; anda wind would have paſſed above him, all around 
him, as well as before him. Not to add, how low a remark it is, and how 


unworthy of a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that he could not diſcern 
the form of a wind, It ſce:'s, therefore, to have been a real ſpirit; 
either angelical, as were thoſe which preſented themtelves to Abraham 
reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lot ſitting in the gate of Sodom; or 
elſe, the ſpirit of ſome depa ted faint, as in the caſe of Samuel's apparition, 
or the famous appearance of Moſes and Elijah on the mount of transfigu- 
ration. A ſpirit, aſſuming ſome vehicle, in order to become viſible to the 


human eye, Which, accordingly, Eliphaz ſaw, exhibiting itſelf as an 
object of fight. But ſaw ſo obſcurely and indiſtinctly, that he was not able, 


either to deſcribe its aſpect, or to diſcern whom it reſembled, | 

+ I have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for the ſake of 
ey hare and illuſtration, than from any apprehenſion of improving the ad- 
mirable original. Such an attempt, I am ſenſible, would be more abſurdly 
vain, than to lacquer gold, or paint the diamond. The deſcription, in 
Eliphaz's own language, is awful and affecting to the laſt degree. A night- 
piece, dreſſed in all the circumſtances cf the deepeſt horror. Iqueſtion, che- 
ther Shakeſpeare himſelf, though fo peculiariy happy for his great com- 
mand of terrifying images, has any thing ſuperior or comparable to this. 
The judges of fine compoſition ſee the matterly ſtrokes; and, I believe, 


emotions of dread in his mind, 


4 - 


- the moſt ordinary reader teels them, chilling his blood, and awakening 
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not ſuch its departure. It ſtood ſtill, to preſent itſelf 
more fully to his view. It made a ſolemn paule, to pre- 
pare his mind for ſome momentous meſſage: after which, 
a voice was heard; a voice, for the importance of its 
meaning, worthy to be had in everlaſting remembrance z 
for the ſolemnity of its delivery, enough to alarm a heart 
of ſtone.” It ſpoke; and this was the purport of its 
words: Shall man, trail man, be juſt before the mighty 
_ God ?Shall even the moſt accompliſhed of mortals be pure 
in the ſight of his Maker ?** Behold and conſider it atten- 
tively. He put no ſuch truſt in his moſt exalted ſervants, 
as ſhould beſpeak them incapable of detect; and his 
very angels He charged with folly, as ſinking, even in 
the higheſt perfection of their holinefs, mfinitely be- 
neath his tranſcendunt glories; as falling, even in all 
the fidelity of their obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort ot the 
homage due to his adorable Majeſty. It angelic natures 
muſt not preſume to * juſtify, either themſelves, ox their 
ſervices, before uncreated purity ; how much mere ab- 
ſurd is ſuch a notion, how much more impious ſuch an 
attempt, in them that dwell in houſes ot clay; whole 
original is from the duſt, and whoſe ſtate is all imper- 
ZI EEE VVV 
Il would obſerve from hence, the very ſingular neceſ- 
ſity of that poverty of ſpirit, which intirely renounces 
its own attainments, and moſt thankfully ſubmits to 
the righteouſneſs of the incarnate God. To inculate 
this leflon, the Son of the Bleſſed came down from 
heaven, and preſſed no other principle, with ſo repeated 
F an importunity, on his hearers. To inſtil the fame 
Eh - Wo os: doctrine, 
There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the Hebrew 
words ee and T22, which I have endeavoured to preſerve, by a ſort of 
paraphraſtic verſion, The reader will obſerve a_new turn given to the ſen- 
timent; preferable, I think, to that which our Engliſh tranilation exhibits, 
Not, ſhall man be more juſt than Ged? But, ſhall! man be just before or in 
the ſight of God? The paſſage, thus rendered, ſpeaks a truth incomparably 
more weighty, and needtul to be inculcated. A truth, exactly parallel to. 
that humbling confetiion of the prophet, Ve are all as an unclean Thing 


and to that ſolemn declaration of the Plaimiit, In thy Sig ht ſhall no Man 
living be juſlifed. 5 ES | 

Iltis well worthy of our obſervation, ſays an exellent commentator, 
„That no one ſentence uttered by our Lord, is fo frequently repeated as 


his; 
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doctrine, the Holy Ghoft touched the lips of the apoſtles 
with ſacred eloquence, and made it an eminent part of 
their commiſſion, © to demoliſh every high imagination.” 
That no expedient might be wanting to give it a deep 
and laſting efficacy on the human mind, a phantom 
ariſes from the valley of the ſhadow of death, or a teacher 
deſcends from the habitation of ſpirits. Whatever 


then we neglect, let us not neglect to cultivate this 
| 8 which has been ſo variouſly taught, ſo power- 


ully enforced. „ 5 5 
Hark ! a doleful voice! With ſudden ſtarts, and hi- 


deous ſcreams, it diſturbs the ſilence of the peaceful 


night. It is the ſcreech-owl, ſometimes in frantic, 
ſometimes in diſconſolate, accents, uttering her woes. E 
She flies the vocal grove, and ſhuns the lociety of all the 
feathered choir. The blooming gardens, and flowery 
meads, have no charms for her. Obſcene ſhades, rag- 


ged ruins, and walls overgrown with ivy, are her fa- 


vourite haunts. Above, the mouldering precipice nods, 
and threatens a fall: below, the toad crawls, or the 


poiſonous adder hiſſes. The ſprightly morning, which 


awakens other animals into joy, adminiſters no plea- 
ſure to this gloomy recluſe. Even the ſmiling face of 
day is her averſion; and all its lovely ſcenes create 
nothing but uneaſineſs. - DRY | 


So, juſt ſo, would it fare with the ungodly, 5 


poſſible to ſuppoſe their admiſſion into the chaſte and 


bright abodes of endleſs felicity. They would find 
nothing but diſappointment and ſhame, even at the 
fountain- head of happineſs and honour. For how could 
the tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte any delight 
this; “ Whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and he that ſhall 
humble himſelf, ſhall be exalted,” Which often occurs in the Evangeliſts; 


but is never duly accompliſhed in us, til! we diſclaim all pretenſion to 
merit and righteouſneſs of our own, and ſeck them only in the atonement 


and obedience of Feſus Chriſt. 


4 Solague culminibus ferali carmine bubo 
Sepe queri, longaſque in fleium ducere voces, 


Thus ſung that charming Fun that prince of the ancient poets, that 
elegance and accuracy, all Wnoſe ſentiments 


moſt conſummate mater o 


are nature, whoſe every deſcription is a picture, whoſe whole language is 
" maie-Virgil” ©.» 7 e | 
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in the harmonious adorations of heaven ? How could 
the lips, cankered with {lander, reliſh the rapture of 
everlaiting praiſe? Where would be the ſatisfaceiun of 
the vain beauty, or the lupercilious grandee ? Since, in 
the temple of the ſkies, no incenſe of flattery would be 
addreſſed to the former; nor any obſequious mage 
paid to the latter. The ſpotleſs and inconcu.vable pu- 
rity of the bleſſed God would flaſh contuſion on the 
laſcivious eye. The envious mind muſt be on n rack 
of ſelf. tormenting patlions, to obſerve millions of hap- 
py beings, ſhining in all the pericctions of glare, and 
ſolacing themſelves in the fulneis ot joy. In hort, the 
unſanctified foul, amid holy and trinmphant ſpirits, 
even in the refined regions of bliſs ani ummortality, 
would be like this melancholy bird, diflodged from her 
darkſome ee and impriſoned under the beams 
Ma 
The voice of this creature ſcreaming at our ir e 
or of the raven croaking over our houles, i is, they ſay, _ 
a token of approaching death. There are perlons 
who would regard ſuch an incident with no ſmall degree 
of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is, it would damp their 
ſpirits; perhaps, break their reſt, One cannot but 
wonder that people ſhould ſuffer themſelves: to be af- 
frighted at ſuch fantaſtical, and yet be quite unaffected 
with real preiages of their diſſolution. Real preſages 
of this awful event addrets us from every quarter. 
What are theſe incumbent glooms, which overwhelm 
| oe world, but a Kind of pal! provided for nature; and 
. | 4; os | an 
* 1 would hes of the reader to obſerve, with what emphaſis 8 and propriety | 
our Lord touches this important point, in his memorable reply to Nicode- 
mus, *Verily, verily, 1 ſay unto thee, except a man be born again, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven;' q. d. | wave the authority of the 
Supreme judge, and ſpeak with the condeſcenſion of a teacher in Iſrael. 
Though I might, without being liable to the leaſt controul, pats it into a 
ſovereign decree, that unrenewed mortals, Wo arc ſlaves to corrupt ap- 
petite, hall not enter the habitations of the Juſt; I rather chooſe to re- 
preſent it as a caie utterly impoſſible; and charge 6 calamity, not upon 
divine ſeverity, but upon human folly. Such perſons, from tie very ta» 
ture of things, preclude themſelves, they incapacitate their own minds; 


and contraricti-s muſt be reconciied, before they, in their unregenerate 


condition, can be Partakers of thoſe tpiritual anc tublme delights”: Jin N 
i. 3. 1 | 
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an image of that long night which will quickly cover 
the inhabitants of the whole earth? What an affinity 
has the fleep,* which will very ſoon weigh down my 


drowſy eye-lids, with that ſtate of intire ceſſation in 


which all my ſenſes muſt he laid aſide! The ſilent cham- 


ber, and the bed of flumber, are a very ſignificant re- 

_ preſentation of the land, where all things are huſhed, _ 
all things are forgotten, What meant that deep death- 
bell note, which the other evening {addened the air? 


Laden with heavieſt accents, it ſtruck our ears, and 


ſeemed to knock at the door of our hearts. Surely, it 
brought a meſſage to ſurviving mortals, and thus the 


tidings ran: Mortals, the deſtroyer of your race is 
on his way. The laſt enemy has begun the purſuit, 
and 1s gaining ground upon you every moment. His 

aths are ſtrewed with heaps of flain. Even now, his 


Javelin has laid one of your neighbours in the duſt; 
and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim the inevitable blow at 


each of your lives. 


We need not go down to the charnel-houſe, nor car- | 
ry our ſearch into the repolitorics of the dead, in order 


to find memorials of our impending doom. A multitude 


of theſe remembrancers are planted in all our paths, 


and point the heedleſs paſſengers to their long home. I 
can hardly enter a conſiderable town, but I meet the fu- 
neral proceſſion, or the mourners going about the ſtreets, 
The hatchment ſuſpended on the wall, or the crape 
ſtreaming in the air, are ſilent intimations, that both 
rich and poor have been emptying their houſes, and re- 
pleniſhing their ſepulchres. I can ſcarce join in any 
converſation, but mention is made of ſome that are 


given over by the phyſician, and hovering on the con- 


fines of eternity; of others, that have juſt dropt their 


clay amidſt weeping friends, and are gone to appear be- 


fore the Judge of all the earth. There's not a newſ- 


paper comes to my hand, but, amidſt all its entertain- 


ing narrations, reads ſeveral fcrious lectures of morta - 


lity, What elle are the repeated accounts, of age, 


| a VER | Wh worn 
Et cinſanguineus leib ſifor. Virg. 1 


„w 
 wornout by flow-conſuming ſiekneſſes; of youth, daſhed 


to pieces by ſome ſudden ſtroke of caſualty ; of patriots, 
exchanging their ſeats in the ſenate for a lodging in 
the tomb; of miſers, reſigning their breath, and (O re- 


lentleſs deſtiny !) leaving their very riches for others? 
Even the vehicles of our amuſement are regiſters of 
the deceaſed ; and the voice of Fame ſeldom ſounds 


- = but in concertwith a knell. SY 
Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſo much as 


the ſcenes of our diverſion excepted. What are the de- 
corations of our public buildings, and the moſt elegant 


furniture of our parlours, but the imagery of death, 


and trophies of the tomb? That marble buſt, and thoſe 


gilded pictures, how ſolemnly they recognize the fate of 
others, and ſpeakingly remind us of our own! I ſee, I 
bear, and O! I feel this great truth. It is interwoven 


with my conſtitution. The frequent decays of the 
ſtructure foretel its final ruin. What are all the pains 


that have been darted through my limbs, what every 
diſecaſe that has aſſaulted my health, but the advanced 
guards of the foe? What are the languors and weari- 
neſs that attend the labours of each revolving day, 
but the more ſecret practices of the adverſary, flowly 


undermining the earthly tabernacle ? 


Amidſt fo many notices, ſhail we go on thoughtleſs 
and unconcerned ? Can none of thete prognoſtics, which 
are ſure as oracles, awaken our attention, and engage 
our circumſpection ! Noah, 'tis written, being warned 
of God, prepared an ark. Imitate, my foul, imitate 
this excellent example. Admoniſhed by ſuch a cloud 
of witneſſes, be continually putting thyſelf in a readi- 
nes for the laſt change. Let not that day, of which 


thou haſt ſo many intallible ſigns, come upon thee una- 
_ wares. Get the ivy untwined, and thy affections diſ- 
_ entangled from this enchanting world, that thou mayeſt 


be able to quit it without reſuctance. Get the dread- 
tul hand-writing cancelled, and all thy ſms blotted out, 
that thou mayeſt depart in peace, and have nothing to 
fear ai the deciſive tribunal, Get, OI get thyfelf in- 
VVV | e --,.;--- ereſted:-... 
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tereſted in the Redeemer's merits, and transformel into 


his ſacred image: then ſhalt thou be meet for the in- 


heritance of ſaints in light, and mayeſt even deſire t to be 


diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, 
Ne in my evening walks, I 8 heard 


The wakeful bird 5 
Sing darkling, and, in ſhadien covert hid, 
Tune her nocturnal note. * | 


: How: different the airs of this ati ſongſter from | 
thoſe harſh and boding outcries! The little creature ran 
through all the variations of muſic, and ſhewed herſelf 
miltrels of every grace which conſtitutes or embelliſhes _ 
harmony. Sometimes ſhe fwells a manly throat, and 
her ſong kindles into ardor. The tone is ſo bold, and 
ſtrikes with uch ene. gy, you would imagine the foright- | 
ly ferenader in the very next thicket. Anon, the ſtrain 
languiſhes, an the mourntul warbler melts into tender- 


"neſs. Them elancholy notes juſt ſteal upon the ſhades, 


_ and faintly touch your ear; or, in ſoft and ſadly-plea- 
ſing accents, they ſeem to die along the diftant vale. 


Silence i is pleated, and night liſtens to the trilling tale. 
What an invitation is this to flip away from the 
thronged city! This coy and modeſt minſtrel entertains 


only the lovers of retirement. Thoſe, who are carou- - 
ſing over their bowls, or ranting at the riotous club, 


loſe this feaſt of harmony. In like manner, the plea- 


ſures of religion, and the joy of reconciliation with 


0d; the fat isfaction ariſing from an eſtabliſhed inte- 
reſt in (hriſi, and from the prolpect of a bliſsful im- 
mortality; theſe are all loſt to the mind that is ever in 
the crowd, and dares not, or delights not, to retire into 
itielf. Are we charmed with the nightingale' s ſong? 
Do we with to have it nearer, and hear it oftener? Let 
us ſcek a renewed heart, and a reigned will; a conſci— 
ence that whiſpers peace, and paſſions that are tuned by 
grace. Then thall we never want a melody in our 
oven breaſts, far more mulically pleaſing than Feet 
Pl lomela' $ ſweeteſt ſtrains. e - - 
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As different as the voices of theſe birds are the cir- 


cumſtances of thoſe few perſons who continue awake. 


Some are ſquandering, pearls ſhall I ſay, or kingdoms ? _ 
No; but, what is unſpeakably more precious, time: 


ſquandering this ineſtimable talent with the moſt ſenſe- 
| leſs and wanton prodigality. Not content with allow- 
ing a few ſpare minutes for the purpoſe of neceſſary 


recreation, they laviſh many hours, devote whole nights, 


to that idle diverſion of ſhuffling, ranging, and detach— 
ing a ſet of painted paſteboards. Others, inſtead of 
this buly trifling, act the part of their own rormentors ; 
they even picquet themſelves,“ and call it amuſement; 
they are torn by wild horſes, yet term it a ſport. What 
elſe is the gameſter's practice? His mind is ſtretched on 


tenter-hooks of anxious ſuſpenſe, and agitated by the 


fierceſt extremes of hope and fear. While the dice are 
_ rattling, his heart is throbbing ; his fortune is totter- 
ing; and, poſſibly, at the very next throw, the one 


ſinks in the gulph of ruin, the other is hurried into the 
rage of diſtraction. _ 1 5 aig 


Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the 
lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of ſickneſs; 
where they are conſtrained either to plunge into the 


everlaſting world, in an unprepared condition; or elſe, 


(ad alternative!) to think over all the follies of a heed- 
leſs life, and all the bitterneſs of approaching death. The 


diſeaſe rages; it baffles the force of medicine, and urges 


the reluctant wretch to the brink of the precipice 
while furies rouſe the conſcience, and point at the bot- 
tomleſs pit below. Perhaps, his drooping mother, de- 


8 long ago of the huſband of her boſom, and 
bereft of all her other offspring, is, even now, receiv- 
ing the blow which conſummates her calamities. | In 


vain | 


* Alluding to a very painful puniſkment inflicted on delinquents among 
* 1 42 ; | | py 

+ This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt mourning pieces extant 
in the productions of the pen. The ſacred hidtorian paints it in all the 
ſimplicity of ile, yet with all the ſtrength of colouring. When 7eſus 
came nigh to the gats of the city, behold! there was a dead man carried out, the 


- only 
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vain ſhe tries to aſſuage the ſorrows of a beloved fon; _ 


in vain ſhe attempts, with her tender offices, to pro- 
long a life dearer than her own. He faints in her arms; 


he hows his head; he ſinks in death. Fatal, doubly 
fatal, that laſt expiring pang! While it diſlodges the 
unwilling ſoul, it rends an only child from the yearn- 
ing embraces of a parent; and tears away the ſupport _ 


of her age from a diſconſolate widow. ; 

While thole long for a reprieve, others invite the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs im- 
patience, they ſigh for diffolution. Some pining away 


under the tedious decays of an incurable conſumption 3 
or gaſping for breath, and almoſt ſuffocated, by an 


inundation of dropſical waters. On fome a relentleſs 
cancer has faſtened its enwenemed teeth, and is gnawing 


them, though in the midſt of bodily vigour, in the midſt 


of pitying friends, gradually to death. Others are on 


a rack of agonies, by convullive fits of the ſtone. O0! 


how the pain writhes their limbs, how the ſweat bedews 


their fleſh, and their eye-balls wildly roll! Methinks, 


the night condoles with theſe her diſtreſſed children, and 
ſheds dewy tears over their ſorrowful abodes. But of 
all mortals, they are the moſt exquiſitely miſerable, 


who groan beneath the preſſure of a melancholy mind, 


or ſmart under the laſhes of a reſentful conſcience. 


Though robed in ermine, or covered with jewels, the 


ſtate of a ſlave chained to the gallies, or of an exile 
condemned to the mines, is a pertect paradiſe compared 
with theirs. „„ O! that 


only ſon rf his mother, and ſhe was a widow. What a gradation is here! How 

pathetically beautiful! Every freſh circuriitaace widens the wound; ag- 
gravates the calamity. til! the deſcription is worked up into the moſt fi- 
niſhed picture of exquiſite and inconſolable diſtreſs. He wasa young man, 
cat off in the flower of life, amidit a thouſand gay expectations and ſmi- 
ling hopes. A ſon; an only ſon; the afflicted mother's ali, So that none 
remained to preſerve the name, or perp-tuate the family. What rendered 
the case ſtill more deplorabie, the was a widow: left intirely deſfolate; 


abandoned to her woes; without any to Hare her ſorrows, or to comfort 


ner under the irreparabie loſs. Is not this a fine ſketch of the impaſſioned 
and pitureſ;ue? Who can conſider the narrative with any attention, 
and not feel his heart penetratcd with a tender commiſeration ? Luks _ 
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01 that the votaries of mirth, whoſe life is a conti- 
nued round of merriment and whim, would beſtow one 
' ſerious reflection on this variety of human woes! It 
might teach them to be leſs enamoured with the few 
languid ſweets, that are thinly ſcattered through this 
vale of tears, and environed with ſuch a multitude of 
ragged 'thorns. It might teach them no longer to 
dance away their years with a giddy rambling impulſe, 
but to aſpire, with a determined aim, after thoſe happy 
regions, where delights, abundant and unembittered, | 
flow. 

Can there be cir nene which a man wr wiſdom 
would more carneſtly deprecate than theſe ſeveral in- 
ſtances of grievous tribulation ? There are; and, what 
is very aſtoniſhing, they are frequently the deſire and 
the choice of thoſe who fancy themſelves the fole heirs 
of happineſs: thoſe, I mean, who are launching out 
into the depths of extravagance, and running exceſſive 
lengths of riot; who are proſtituting their reputation, 
and ſacrificing their peace, to the gratification of their 
luſts; ſapping the foundation of their health in de- 

baucheries; or ſhipwrecking the intereſts of their fami- 
lies in their bowls; and, what is worſe, are forfeit- 
ing the joys of an eternal Heaven for the ſordid ſatis- 
factions of the beaſt, for the tranſitory ſenſations of an 
hour. Ye ſlaves of appetite, how far am I from envy- 
ing your grols ſenſualities and voluptuous reyels ! Lit- 
tle, ah! little are you ſenſible, that, while indulgence 
ſhowers her roſes, and luxury diffuſes her odours, they 
ſcatter poiſons alſo, and ihed unheeded bane.* Evils 
incomparably more malignant than the wormwood and 
_ gall of the ſharpeſt affliction. Since death is in the 
drunkard's cup, and worſe than poniards in the harlot's | 
embrace, may it ever be the privilege of the man whon 
I love to go without his ſhare of thele peſtilent [weets.Þ 
Abundance 


Ves, in the flow'rs that wreathe the fparkiing bowl, 
Fell adders hiſs, and pois' nous ier pents roll. 

+ Pram ſuave eft ſuauitatibus i/tis carere! was St. Auguſtine's F excla- 
mation. The ſubſtance of wich Mr, Pope nas expreſte „ WIG ore fim 
relty, and with no leſs di anity. | . 
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Abundance of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, and 
twinkle under the hedges. I ſuppoſe they are the glow- 


worms, which have lighted their little lamps, and ob- 


tained leave, through the abſence of the ſun, to play a 
feeble beam. A faint glimmer juſt ſerves to render 
them perceivable, without tending at all to diſſipate 


the ſhades, or making any amends for the depart- 


ed day. Should ſome weather-beaten traveller, drop- 


ping with wet, and ſhivering with cold, hover round 


this mimicry of fire, in order to dry his garments, and 
warm his benumbed limbs; ſhould ſome bewildered 
traveller, groping for his way, in a ſtarleſs night, and 


trackleſs deſart, take one of theſe languid 2 * as a 


light to his feet, and a lantern to his paths; how cer- 
tainly would both the one and the ether be fruſtratec! 
of their expectation! And are they more likely to ſuc- 


ceed, who, negleCting that ſovereign balm, which dif 
_ tilled from the croſs, apply any carnal diverſion to heal 


the anxiety of the mind? who, deaf to the infallible 


— 


deciſions of revelation, reſign themſelves over to the 
erroneous conjectures of reaſon, in order to find the way 
that leadeth unto life? Or, laſtly, who have recourſe to 


the froth of this world for a ſatisfactory portion, and 
a ſubſtantial happineſs? Their conduct is in no degree 
wiſer, their diſappointment equally ſure, and their miſ- 
carriage infinitely more diſaſtrous. To ſpeak in the de- 


| licate language of a ſacred writer, © they ſow the wind, 


and will reap the whirlwind.' | 5 
To ſpeak more plainly, the pleaſures of the world, 
which we are all ſo prone to doat upon; and the powers 


of fallen reaſon, which ſome are apt to idolize z are 


| not 
Count all th' advantage praſp'rous Vice attains, 
Tis but what Virtue flies from, and diſdains. 
e | + Hof. viii. 7. 
+ 1 hope it will be obſerved, that I am far from decrying that noble 
faculty ot reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere, when acting in a 


_ deferchiial ſubordination to the revealed will of Heaven. While the exer- 


Cites her powers within theſe appointed limits, ſhe is unſpeakably ſervice- 


able; and cannot be too induſtriouſly cultivated, But, when ſhe ſets up 


herſelf in proud centradiſtinction to the ſacred oracles; when, all arrogant 


and ſclf. ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word of ſcripture, I have no need of 
tiiec;* ſhe is then, I muit be bold to maintain, not only a glow-worm, 
May 


but an ignis faturs ; not only à bubble, but a ſmnare. 


. 
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not only vain, but treacherous : not only a painted 
flame, like theſe ſparkling animals, but much like thoſe 
unctuous exhalations, which ariſe from the marſhyground, 
and often dance before the eyes of the benighted way- 
faring man. Kindled into a fort of fire, they perſonate 


a guide, and ſeem to offer their ſervice z but, blazing 


with delufive light, miſlead their tollower into hidden 
pits, headlong precipices, and unfathomable gults ; 
where, far from his beloved friends, far from all hopes of 


ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is ſwallowed up and loſt, 


Not long ago we obſerved a very ſurpriſing appear- 
ance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigious ſtar took its 
flaming route through thoſe coaſts, and trailed, as it 
paſſed, a tremendous length of fire, almoſt over half 


the heavens. Some, I imagine, viewed the portentous 


ſtranger with much the fame anxious amazement as 
Belſhazzar beheld the hand-writing upon the wall, 
Some looked upon it as a bloody * flag, hung out by 
divine reſentment over a guilty world, Some read, in 
its glaring viſage, the fate of nations, and the fall of 
kingdoms. F To others, it ſhook, or ſeemed to ſhake, 
peſtilence and war from its horrid hair. For my part, 
I am not ſo ſuperititious as to regard what every aſtro- 
loger has to prognoſticate upon the acceſſion of a comet, 
or the projection of its huge vapoury train. Nothing can 
be more precarious and unjuſtifiable than to draw ſuch 
concluſions from ſuch events; ſince they neither are pre- 
ternatural effects, nor do they throw the frame of things 
into any diſorder, I would rather adore that Omnipotent 

„„ . * Being 
. May not this remark, with the ſtrigeſt propriety, and without the leaſt 
limitation, be applied to the generality of our modern romances, novels, 
and theatrical entertainments? Theſe are commonly calculated to inflame 
2 wanton fancy. Or, if conducted with to much modeſt 7 as not to debauch 


the affections; they pervert the judgment, and bewilder the taſte, By 
their incredible adventures; their extravagant parade of gallantry z and 


their characters, widely different from truth and nature; they inſpire 


tooliſh conccits; beget idle expectations; introduce a diſguſt of genuins 
history; and indiſpote their adinirers, to acquieſce in the decent ciwilities, 


or to reliſh the ſober ſatisfactions, of common life, 


* -Tiquida fi quando noc le cametæ 
Sanguinei lugubre rubent.--- Virg. 
+ ---- . Crinemgue timendi 


* 


Side vis, et terris mutantem regna great, Lycans 
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Being who rolled thoſe ſtupendous orbs from his creat. 


ing hand, and leads them, by his providential eye, 
through unmeaſurable tracts of æther; who bids them 


now approach the fun, and glow with unſufferable ar- 
dors ;* now retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our plane. 


tary ſyſtem, and make their entry among other worlds, 
They are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from the 
charge of cauſing, or being acceſſory to, deſolating 

plagues. Would to God there were no other more for- 
miqdable indications of approaching judgments or im- 
pending ruin! But, alas! when vice becomes predomi- 
nant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical 3 when the Sab- 
baths of a jenlous God are notoriouſly prophaned, and 
that © Name, which is great, wonderful, and holy,“ is 
proſtituted to the meaneſt, or abuſed to the moſt execra- 


ble purpoſes ; when the worſhip of our Great Creator and 
Preſerver is baniſhed from many of the moſt conſpicu- 


cus tamilies, and it is deemed a piece of rude imperti— 
nence ſo much as to mention the gracious Redeemer in 
our genteel interviews; when it pailes for an elegant free- 


dom of behaviour to ridicule the principles of Chriſtian- 


ity, and a ſpecies of refined converſation to taint the air 
with laſcivious hints; when thoſe who fit in the ſcorner's 


chair fin with a high hand, and many of thoſe, who wear 


the profeſſor's garb, are deſtitute of the power, and con- 
tent themſelves with the mere form of godlineſs; when 
uch is the ſtate of a community, there is reaton, too ap- 


parent reaſon, to be horribly afraid. Such phœnomena, 


abounding in the moral world, are not fanciful, but 
real omens. Will not an injured God „be avenged on 
ſuch a nation as this?* Will he net be provoked to 
« {weep it with the beſom of deſtruction ?*Þ CER 


* © The comet in the year 1680, according to Sir Iſaac Newton's com- 


putation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 166 times nearer the ſun than 


the earth is; conſequently, its heat was then 28,000 times greater than 
that of ſummer. 80 that a ball of iron as big as the earth, heated by it, 
would hardly become cool in 50,000 years.”  Derh. Aſir. Theol. p. 237. 


+ Laa. xiv. 23. The etcrral Sovereign, {peaking of Babylon, denounces | 
this threatening; * 1 wilt tweep it with the beſom of deſtruction.“ What a 
noble but dreadful image is here! How ftrongly and awfully pourtrayed ! 


How pregnant alio in its fignification! Intimating the vile nature, and ex- 
preſſing the fetal extirpation of this wicked people; at the ſame time ſug- 
pefting tie perfect? eaſe with which the righteous God would execute his 12 
tended veneances. 5 | | 8855 


1 N * 
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01 that the inhabitants of Great Britain would lay 
theſe alarming conſiderations to heart! The Lord of 
Hoſts has commanded the (word of civil diſcord to re- 
turn into its ſheath, But have we returned every one 
from his evil ways? Are we become a renewed pcople; 
devoted to a dying Saviour! and zealous of good works ? 
What mean thote peals of ſobs which burſt fiom the 
expiring cattle? What mean tnole melancholy moans 
where the luſty droves were wont to low ?+ What mean 
thoſe arrows of untimely death, diichay ged on our inno- 
cent and uſcful animals? „ 
No wantonnels or floth has vitiated the blood of theſe 
laborious, temperate creaturcs : they have contracted | 
no diſeaſe from unſeaſonable indulgencies and inordi- 
nate revellings : the pure ſtream is their drink; ; the 
ſimple herb their repait. Neither care diſturbs their 
ſleep, nor paſſion infiames their breaſt, Whence, then, 
are they viſited with luch terrible diſorders, as no pru- 
dence can prevent, nor any medicines heal? Snrely 

theſe calamities are the we: apons of Divine diſpleafure, 

and manifeſt chaſtiſements of an evil generation. 1 Surely. 
God, the © God, to whom. vengeance belongeth, has 
ſtill a controverty with our lintul land. And who can 
tell where the viſitation will end? What a ſtorm may 
follow theſe preluſive drops! O! that we may * hear 
the rod, and who hath appointed it 1' Taught by theſe 
penal effects of dur diſobedience, may we remove the 
- accuricd thing || from our. tents, our practices, our 
hearts! May we turn from all ungodlineſs, before wrath 
come upon us to the urtermolt 3 before iniquity prove 
our ruin! | 
| Sometimes, at this hour, 3 moſt remarkable 
hight amuics the curious and alarins the vulgar. A 


2-$ . blaze 
+ If theſe papers could be ſo happy as to outlive their author, pe rhaps 
it m. * be necdful to inform poſterity, that the above-mentioned hints al- 
lude to a moit terrible, contagious, and mortal diteniper, raging nh, . 
the horne d caitle, in varlous parts of the kingdom. 
Hine li vitali vlg mortuntu? in herbis, | 
Et dulces ani nat plena ad prejepia red dunt. 
Balatu hinc pec: run, et crebris nig: 111 amnes, 
Arenteſque ſon ant rip, Cle que ſupini. Virg. 
I! Fojh. vi. 18. 


blaze of lambent meteors is kindled, or FIRES Very ex 
north. The fireams of radiance, like legions ruſhing to 


air ſeems to be all conflicting fire. Within a while 
they ſtart from one another; and, like legions in pre- 
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traordinary lights arc refrafted, in the quarters of the 


the engagement, meet and mingle ; inſomuch, that the 


9 
1 
N 


cipitate flight, ſweep, each a ſeparate way, through the 
firmament. Now they are quieſcent ; they are thrown 
into a quivering motion; preſently, the whole horizon is 
illuminated with the glancing flames. Sometimes, 


with an aſpect awfully ludicrous, they repreſent extra- 
vagant and antic vagaries. At other times, you would 
ſuſpect, that ſome invitible hand was playing off the 


dumb artillery of the ſkies; and, by a ſtrange ny 4 
ent, giving us the flath without the roar, N 
The villagers gaze at the ſpectacle, firſt with wonder, 4 


| then with horror. A general panic ſeizes the country. 


Every heart throbs, and every face is pale. The crowds 
that flock together, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſe the 


dread. They catch contagion from each other's looks 
and words; while fear is in every eye, and ever tongue 
ſpeaks the language of terror, Some fee hideous ſhapes 3 


armies mixing in fierce encounter, or fields ſwimming 


with blood, Some foreſee direful events; ſtates over- 
_ thrown, or mighty monarchs tottering on their thrones, 


Others, ſcared with ſtill more frightful apprehenſions, 
think of nothing but the day of doom. Sure,“ ſays 
one, * the unalterable hour is fr ack, and the end of all 


things come.“ * See,” replies another, © how the blaſted 


ſtars look wan! Are not theſe the ſigns of the Son of 
Man, coming in the clouds of Heaven?“ © Zeſus prepare 
us (cries a third, and lifts his eyes in devotion) tor 


the arch-angel's trump, and the great tribunal !* 


If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocently _ I 


over our heads, be ſo amazing to multitudes z what in- 
expreſſible conſternation mult overwhelm unthinking 


mortals, when the general conflagration commences ! 
* , the dreadful gay: 18 renn, In the 
which 
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which the heavers ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, f 
and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat: the earth 


alſo, and all the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt 
up.“ That mighty hand, which once opened the win 
dows from on high, and broke up the fountains of the 


great deep, will then unlock all the magazines of fire, 


and pour a ſecond deluge upon the earth. The vengeful 


flames, kindled by the breath of the Almighty, ſpread 


_ themſelves from thecentre to the circumterence. Nothing 
can withſtand their impetuolity ; nothing can elcape 


their rage: univerial deſolation attends their progreſs. 


Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn temples, are laid in 
aſhes: ſpacious cities, and impregnable towers, are 
mingled in one ſmoking mals. Not only the produc- 


tions of human art, but the works of Almighty power, 
are fuel for the devouring element. The everlaſting 


mountains melt like the ſnows which cover their ſum- 
mit, Even vaſt oceans ferve only to augment the in- 


conceivable rapidity and fury oft the blaze. O! how 


Thall I, or others, ſtand undiſmayed amidit the glare 
of a burning world, unleis the Lord Jehowah be our 
defence? How ſhall we be upheld in ſecurity, when 
the globe itſelf is ſinking in a fiery ruin, unleſs the 
Rock of ages be our tupport ? 


Behold ! a new ſpectacle of wonder! The moon is 


making her entry on the eaſtern ſky, Sce her riſing in 


clouded majeity ! opening, as it were, and aſſerting her 
; SEEN, | original 

1 2 Pet. iii. 10, I have often thought this verſe an eminent intance of 

that kind of beautiful. writing, in which the very iound bears a fort of 

ſignificancy; at leaſt, carries an exact correipondence with the ſinſe. The 


original expre{iion---g24Cndoy---is one of the hoar ſeſt and deepeſt words in 


language. Nothing could be more exquiſitely adapted to affect the ear, as 


well as impreſs the imagination, with the wreck ot nature, and the erath 


of a falling world; 1 ſcarce ever read this clauſe, but it brings to my mind 


_ lhat admired deſcription in Milton: 


—— On a tudden open fly, 
With impetuous recoil, and jirring ſound, 
Th internal doors, and on their hingcs grate 
Harſh thunder. Bock II. I. 8 


2 | 9. 
It is a pleaſing employ, and a very ion al, office of true, criticiſm, to 


oint out theſe inferior recommendations of the Sacred Claſics, Though, 


believe, the inſpired writers themſelves, amidſt all the elevation and 


magnificence of their divine ideas, dillained a ſcrupulous attention to ſuch © 
little niceties of ſtile. . | | ; 
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and ſtately, but ſomewhat ſullied is her aſpect. How- 
ecver, ſhe brightens as ſhe advances, and grows cleaver 
as ſhe climbs higher; till, at length, her filver loſes _ 
all its droſs ; ſhe unveils her peerleſs light, and becomes 
© the beauty of heaven, the glory ot the ſtars ;*+ de- 
lighting every eye, and cheering the whole world, with 
the brightneſs of her appearance, and the foftneſs of 
her ſplendors. O! thou queen of the ſhades! may it 


= — —— 
. 


original commiſſion to rule over the night, All grand 


be my ambition to follow this thy inſtructive example! 


While others are fond to tranſcribe the taſhions of little 
courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior ſtate, be it 


mine to imitate thy improving purity! May my con- 
duct become more unblemiſhed, and my temper more 


refined, as I proceed farther and farther in my proba- 
tionary courſe ! May every ſordid deſire wear away, and 


every irregular appetite be gradually loft, as I make 


nearer approaches to the celeſtial manſions ! Will not 
this bea comtortable evidence, that I too ſhall ſhine in 

my adored Kedeemer's kingdom? Shine with a richer 
luſtre than that which radiates from thy reſplendent 


orb: ſhine with an unfading luftre, when every ray, 


that beams from thy beauteous ſphere, is totally extin- 


guiſhed! TT hs | | 
The day afforded us a variety of entertaining fights ; 
theſe were all withdrawn at the acceſſion of darkneſs, 


The ſtars, kindly officious, immediately lent us their 


aid, This ſerved to alleviate the frown of night, ra- 
ther than to recover the objects from their obſcurity. A 
faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not from the intire 
ſurface of things, gave the ſtraining eye a very imper- 
fect glimpſe, ſuch as rather mocked than ſatisfied vi- 
ſion. Now the moon has riſen, and has collected all her 
beams, the veil is taken off from. the countenance of 
nature. I ſee the recumbent flocks; I ſee the green 


hedge- rows, though without the teathered choriſters, 


hopping from ſpray to ſpray. In ſhort, I ſee once again 
1 Feclus, xliii. 9. Fo 


dum celi ducus, Hor. 
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the world's great picture: not indeed in its late lively 
colours, but more delicately ſhaded, and arrayed in 
foſter charms.f LON 3 5 
What a majeſtic ſcene is here! Incomparably grand, 
and exquiſitely fine! The moon, like an immenſe cryſtal 
lamp, pendant in the magniſicent cieling of the heavens. 
The ſtars, like ſo many thoutands of gold tapers, fixed 


in their azure ſockets ; all pouring their luſtre on ſpa- 
cious cities and lofty mountains; glittering on the 


ocean; gleaming on the foreſt ; and opening a proſpedt 
wide as the eye can glance, more various than Fancy 
can paint,} We are forward to admire the performances 
of human art. A landſcape, elegantly deſigned, and 


executed with a maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuary, 


which ſeems, amidſt all the recommendation of exact 


t proportion, and graceiul attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, | 
and almoſt breathe with life; theſe little imitations of 


nature we behold with a pleaſing ſurpriſe ; and ſhall 
we be leſs affected, leis delighted, with the inexpreſſibly 
noble and completely finiſhed original! The ample di- 
menſions of Ranelagh's dome, the gay ilhuminations of 


Vauxhall grove, I ſhould ſcorn to mention on ſuch an 
occaſion, were they not the objects of general admira- 
tion. Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny eſſays of 


finite ingenuity, and touched with no tranſport at this 
ſtupendous diſplay of omnipotent ſkill? At the auguſt 
1 grandeur, 
+ ------»-- Now reigns Pe | | 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light 
Shadowy ſets off the face of things. Milton, 
} As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 
Ober heav'n's clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light; 
When not a breath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 
And not a cloud o' ercaſts the folemn ſcene z 
Around her throne the vivid planets roll, 
And ftars unnumber'd gild the glowing pole; 
Oi'er the dark trees a yellower verdure thed, 
And tip with filver every mountain's head; 
Then ſhine the vales; the rocks in proſpect riſe 3 
A flood of glory burſts from all the ikics; 
The conſcious ſwains, rejoicing in the ſight, _ 
Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the uſeful light. Thad VIII. 


I tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr. Pope ſays, they exhibit in the origi- 
nal the fineſt nighi-piece in poetry. And, it they are ſo beautiful in Ho- 
mer's language, who can ſuſpect their 1uifering any diſadvantage from the 
pen of his admirable tranſlator? „ | 8 
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224 CONTEMPLATIONS 
grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineſs, of the firmament ? 


which forms an alcove for ten thouſand worlds, and is 


ornamented with myriads of everlaſting luminarics. 
Surely, this muſt betray, not only a total want of reli- 
gion, but the moſt abject littleneſs of mind, and the 


utmoſt poverty of genius. 


The moon is not barely © an ornament in the high 


| places of the Lord z'* but 'of ſignal {ervice ro the inhabi- 
tants of the earth. How uncomfortable is deep, pitchy, 


total darkneis! eſpecially in the long abſence of the 
winter's ſun. Welcome, therefore, thrice welcome, this 
auſpicious gift of Providence; to enliven the nocturnal 


gloom, and line with ſilver the raven- coloured mantle of 
night! How deſiruble to have our ſunmer- evenings i- 
luminated! that we may be able to tread the dewy 
meads, and breathe the delicious fragrance of our gar- 


dens; elpecially when the ſuliry heats render it irk- 


ſome and fatiguing to walk abroad by day. _ How 


cheering to the ſhepherd, the uſe of this univerſal lan- 


tern, as he tends his fleecy charge, or late conſigns them 
to their hurdled cots } How comfor table and tow advan- 


tageous to the mariner, as he ploughs the midnight 
main, to adjuſt the tackling, to explore his way, and, 
under the influence of this beaming ſconce, to avoid the 


fatal rock! For theſe, and other beneficial purpoſes, 


the hand of tlie Almighty has hung the fiately branch on 
High, and filled it with a ſplendor, not confined to a 
ſingle edifice, or commenſurate to a particular ſquare, 
but diffuſive as the whole extent of the hemiſphere. 
The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants are ſome- 


times tardy in their office, ſometimes negligent of their 
duty; but this celeſtial attendant is moſt exactly punc- 


tual at all the ſtated periods of her miniſtration. Ik 
we chooſe to prolong our journey after the ſun is gone 
down, the moon, during her whole increale, is always 


ready to at in the capacity of a guide, If we are in- 


clined to ſet out very early in the morning, the moon, 
an her decreale, prevents the dawn, on | pur pole to of. 
fer 

* Fake xVit, 9. | 
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oe THE NIGHT, 225 
fer her aſſiſtance : and, becaute it is ſo pleaſant a 
thing for the eyes to behold the light, the moon, at. 


her full, by a courſe of unintermitted waiting, gives 
us, as it were, a double day. How apparently has the 


Divine Wiſdom intereſted itfelf in providing even for 


the pleaſurable accommodation of man ! How deſirous. 


that he ſhould want no piece of commedious furniture, 
no kind of delightful convenience! And, in profecution 
of theſe benevolent intentions, has annexed ſo valuable 


an appendage to the terreſtrial globe. Juſtly, therefore, 


does the Pialmiſt celebrate that admirable conſtitutiong 

- which ordained the moon andthe ſtars to gowern the night, 
as an inſtance of rich goodnels, and * mercy, auhich 
endureth for ever.“ 

The moon, it is confeſſed, is no luminous body. All 
the brightneſs which beautifies her countenance is 
or iginally i in the ſun, and no more than tranſiniſſively in 
her. That glorious orb is the parent of day, and the 
palace of light. From thence the morning ſtar gilds 
her horn ;+ from thence the planetary circles are crowned 
with luſtre; and from thence the moon derives all her 


filver radiance. It is pleaſing to reflect, that ſuch is 


the cafe with the all-tufficient Redeemer, and his depen= 


dent people. We are repleniſhed from his fulneſs, 


What do we poſſeſſes which we have not received, and 
what can we deſire which we may not expect, from 
that never-failing Source of all good? He is the author 


of our faith, and the former of our graces. In his un- 
ſpotted lite we ſce the path, in his meritorious death _ 
the price, and in his triumphant reſurrection the proof 


of bliis and immortality. It we offend, and fall ſeven 
times a day, He is the Lord our Peace. f If we are 


. and our beſt deeds "op unworthy, He is the | 


Lord 


* Pal. exxxvi. 9, 


| + I might, to juſtify this expreſtion, obierve, that the pet Venus, 
commonly cailed the morning dar, is found, by our teleicopes, trequently . 
to appear horned; or to have a creſcent of light, jomew: at like he moon, 


a little before or after her conjunction. Bud this would be a reinars too 


deep and refined for my ſcheme 3 Which proceeds only upon a ſuperficiad 


knowlegde, and the moſt obvious appearances, of nature. 
1 Jus ge vi. «Shs . 
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226 CONTEMPLATIONS 


Lord our Righteouſneſs.* If we are blind, and even 
brutiſh, in heavenly knowiedge, He is the Lord our 
 Wiſdom;F his word diſpels the ſhades; his Spirit ſcat- 


ters the intellectual gloom ; his eye looks our darkneſs 
into day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and © Chrift is all.“ 
Worſe than defective in ourſelves, we are complete in 
him. So that if we ſhine, it is with delegated rays, 


and with borrowed light. We a& by a ftrength, and 


glory in merits, not our own. O! may we be thoroughly 
ſenſible of our dependence on the Saviour! May we 
conſtantly imbibe his propitious beams; an never, by 


indulging unbelief, or backſiiding into folly, withdraw 
our fouls from his benign influences! Leſt we lole our 


comfort and our holineſs; as the fair ruler of the night 
loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is turned from its foun- 


tain, f and receives no more communications of ſolar 


effulgence. | DD TE ogy 
The moon is inceſſantly varying either in her aſpect, 


or her ſtages. Sometimes ihe looks full upon us, and 
her vitage is ail luſtre. Sometimes ſhe appears in pro- 
file, and jhews us only halt her enlightened face. Anon, 


a radiant creſcent but juſt adorns her brow. Soon it 


dwindles into a lender ſtreak; till, at length, all her 


beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a beamleſs orb. Some- 
times ſhe riſes with the deſcending day, and begins her 


proceſſion amidſt admiring multitudes. Ere long, the 


defers her progreſs till the midnight watches, and ſteals 
unobſerved upon the fleeping world. Sometimes ſhe 
juſt enters the edges of the weſtern horizon, and drops 
us a ceremonious vitit. Within a while, ſhe ſets out 
on her nightly tour from the oppoſite regions of the 


eaſt, traverſes the whole hemiſphere, and never offers 


to withdraw til} the more retulgent partner of her ſway | 


renders her preſence unneceTary, In a word, ſhe is, 
while converſant among us, still waxing or waning, and 


d never continueth in one ſtay.“ Such 


Fer. xxkili. 6. 1 1 Cor. i. 30. 
4 Alluding to thoſe truly poctical lines in Miltons-- 
* Hither, as to their foun ain, other itars | 
© Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, : | 
| Par. Ly, B. VII. I. $94. 
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ON THE NIGHT. 227 
Such is the moon; and ſuch are all ſablunary things, 
Expoſed to perpetual "viciſitudes. How often, and how 
ſoon, have the faint echoes of renown ſlept in ſilence, 
or been converted into the clamouurs of obloquy! The 
fame lips, almoſt with the ſame breath, cry Hoſanna, 
and crucify. Have not riches confeſled their notorious 
treachery a thou ſand and a thouſand times? Either 


melting away, like ſnow in our hands, by inſenſihle de- 


grecs, Or C:cap ing, like a winged pr ;foner from its cage, 


with a precipitate flight. Have we not known the 
bride: groom's cloſet an anti-chamber to the tomb; and 


heard the voice which ſo lately Pronounced the ſpark- 
ling pair huſband and wile, proclaim an everlaſting di- 
yorce ; and ſeal the decree with that ſolemn aſſeveration, 
* Aſhes to aſhes, duit to duft ?* Our triends, though 


the medicine of life; our health, though the balm of 5 


vature; are a moſt precarious poſſeſſion. How ſoon may 


the firſt become . corple in our arms, and how enſily is 
the laſt deſtroyed in its vigour! You have ſeen, no doubt, 
a {ct of preity painted birds, perching on your trees, or 


SC in your incadows, You was pleaſed with the 
lovely vintants, that brought beauty on their wings, 


and mezudy in their throats. But could you infure the 


continuance of this agreeable entertai! ment? No, truly. 
At the leaft dilturbing noe, at the leaſt terrifying ap= 
pearances, they ſtart tron their ſeats; they mount the 
ſkies, and are gone in an inſtant; are gone for ever. 
Would you clivoſe to have a kappinets which bears 

date with their arrival, and expires at their departure ? 
It you could not be content with a portion, enjoyable 
only through ſuch a fortuitcus term, not of years, but 
of moments, O! take up with nothing earthly z ſet 


your aflectious on things above; there alone 1s © no va- 


riablenels or madow of turning. 


Job 1 is not à more illuſtrious altern of natience, than | 


an eminent exemplification of this remark. View him 
in his private estate. He heaps up ſilver a5 the duft 5 he 

waſncs lis ſteps in butter, and the roc pours 8 out 
rivers ot Cul, View him in his pub: ic char acter. 


4 Princes £2 


| : 


228 Corr EMTTLATTONS | | 
Princes revere his dignity ; the aged liſten to his wif. 
dom; every eye beholds him with delight; every tongue 


Joads him with bleſſings. View him in his domeſtic 
_ circumitances. On the one hand, he is defended by a troop 


of (ons; on the other, adorned with a train of daugh- 
ters; and on all ſides ſurrounded by“ a very great houſe. 
hold.* Never was human felicity ſo conſummate ; never 


was diſaſtrous revolution ſo ſudden. The lightning, 


which conſumed his cattle, was not more terrible, and 


| ſcarce more inſtantaneous. The joytul parent is bereft 


of his offspring, and his © children are buried in death,” 
The man of aftluence is ſtript of his abundance; and 


he, who was cloathed in ſcarlet, embraces the dung— 


hill. The venerable patriarch is the deriſion of ſcoun— 


drels; and the late darling of an indulgent Providence, 


is become * a brother to dragons, a companion to owls,” 


Nor need we go back to former ages for proofs of this 
afflicting truth; in our times, in all times, the wheel 
continues the ſame inceſſant whirl ; and frequently 
' thoſe who are triumphing, to day, in the higheſt ele- 


_ vations of joy, to-morrow are bemoaning the inſtabi- 


lity of mortal affairs in the very depths of miſery.“ 
Amidſt fo much fluctuation and uncertainty, how 


- wretched is the condition which has no anchor of the 
ſoul ſure and ſtedfaſt. May thy loving kindneſs, O 
Cod, be our preſent treaſure; and thy future glory 

Gur reverſionary inheritance ! Then ſhall our happineſs 


not 


* 1 believe. I may venture to apply what the Temanite ſays of the af- 
fairs of the wicked, to all ſublunary things; as a true deſcription of their 


very great inſtability. Job. xxii. 16. PTD! PYT? 177) rendered by Schul- 


tens, Flumen fuſum fundamentum eorum. Their foundation (or what me 


reckon their moſt ſolid and table poſſeſſion) is a flood poured out. Whic 


is one of the boldeit images, and moſt poetical beauties, I ever met with 


in any language, facred or profane. In order to have a tolerable concep- 


tion of the image, and a take of its beauty; you mutt ſuppoſe a torrent of 


waters, ruſhing in broken cataracts, and with impetuous rapidity, from a 
ftcep and cragvy mountain. Then, imagine to yourſelf an edifice, built 
upon the ſurge of this rolling precipicez which has no other baſis, than 
ene of thoſe headlong whirling waves, Was there ever ſuch a repreſenta- 


tion of tranſitory proſperity, tendingy with inconceivable ſwiftneſs, unto 


ruin? Yet ſuch is every form of human felicity, that is not grounded on 


| Feſus, and a participation of his merits, whe is the rock of ages; on Jeſus, 
and his image formed an gur heat ts, Which is e kope of glory. 
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change but that of ſllining more and more unto the 


-ſentation, not only of our temporal advantages, but alſo 
of our ſpiritual accumpuſhnents. Such, I am fure, 


righteouſneſs; and ſuch, i am apt to {ulpect,* is the 


in {ome few inſtances, in ſome little degrees. Anon, 


ve reflect upon ſome inconſiderable or imaginary ſupe- 


im all we are, ſomething to be repented of in all we do? 


complete, and conſtaptly like itlelf, Cant. vi. 10. 


„ ON THE-NIGHT--.-. 229 
not be like the full-orbed non, which 18 © a light that 
decreafeth in its perteciicn,” but like the fun when he 
goeth forth in his #rength, and knoweth no other 


perfect day. | 1 | 
Methinks, in this ever-varying ſphere, I ſee a repre- 


is what the kind partiaiity of a friend would call my 
righteouinets of every man living. Now we exerciie it 


fin revives, and leads cur souls into a tranſient, though 
unwilling, captivity. Now we are meck z but ſoon 
ruffling accident intervenes, and turns our compoſure 
into a fretful diſquictude, Now we are humble; ſoon 


riority over others, and a fudden elatement {wells our 
minds. Now, perhaps, we- poſtels a clean heart, and 
are warm with holy love. But, O! how eaſily is the 
purity of our affections fullied, how ſcon the fervour of 
our gratitude cooled! And is there not ſomething amiſs 
even in our beſt moments? Something to be aſhamed of 


With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring thank- 
fulneſs, ſhould wee ſubmit to the righteoultnels of our 
555 C af” eg incarnate 

* 1 would not be underſtood, as meaſuring, in this reſpect, others by 
myſelf; but as tæking my eſtimate from the unerring ttandard of ſcripture. 
And indeed, procecu:rg on this eviderce, ſupported by this authority, 1 
might have ventured 1arther than a bare ſuſpicion. For * there is not a 
Just man upon earth, that doeth good, and finneth not," fays the {pirit of 


Inſpiration by Solomon, {Ecclef. vii. 20.) Nay, ſuch is the purity, and fa 
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extenſive are the demands, ot the divine law, that an Apoſtle makes a ſtill id 


more humbling acknowledgment; In many things we ofiend all.“ (Tam. . 


111, 2.) And the unerring teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our frame, 
directs the moſt advanced, moſt eſtabliſhed, and moit watchtul Chrittian*, | 
to pray daily for the forgiveneſs of their daily treſpaſſes. To Which tei 


monics, I beg leave to aud an elegant paſſage from the Canticles; becauſe, | 


xt not oniy exprefirs the ſentiment of this paragraph, but zuſtrates it by 
Lic very ſame ſimilitude. She (ihe Church) is fair as the moon; clear as 
the Sun. Fair as the moon, the leſſer and chanscablc light, in her ſand} 

fication: clear as the ſun, the greater and invariable luminary, in her jul- 
t: fication. The inherent holineſs of believers being imperfect. and tubjret 
to many incqualities; while tt.eir imputcd righteouingis is every Way 
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230 CONTEMPLATIONS 
incarnate God; and reccive, as a 0 gift, what 
cannot be acquired by bum mm works.“ A writer, of 
the firſt diſtinction, and niceſt diſcer ne: tiles the 


| obedience of our glorious ſurety, an everlaſting righte- 


ouſneſs. Þ. Such as was juiject to no interruption, nor 
obſcured by the leaſt blemith ; but proceeded always in 


the ſame uniform tenour of the moſt tpotleſs perfection. 


This righteouſneſs, in another ſenfe, anſwers the pro- 


phet's exalted deſcription ; as its beneficial and lovereign 


efficacy knows no end, but laſts through all our lite; 3 
laſts in the trying koyr of death, latts at the deciſive 
day of judgment, laſts through every generation, and 


will laſt to all eternity, 


Sometimes I have ſcen that relp! endent globe ſtript 
her radiance; or, according to the pen ical lan- 


Tune of leripture, turned into blood.“ The earth, 
interpoſing with its opake body, intercepted che ſolar 


rays, and catt its own gloomy ſhadow on the moon. 
The malignant influence gained upon her {ickening orb, 
extinguiſhed, more and mo; e, the fecble remainders of 
liglit; till at length, like one in a deep fwoon, no come- 
lineſs was left in her countenance; the was totally over- 
ſpread with darkneſs. At this juncture, what a multi- 


tude of eves were gazing upon the rueful ſpectacle !' 
even of thoſe eyes which ditrevardecdt the © einpreis $ Of the 


night; or beheld her with indifference, when robed 
in glory, and riding in ker triampha 1 chariot, ihe ſhed 
a loiter day throvgh the nations. But now, under theſe 
circumſtances of diſgrace, they watch her motions with 
the moſt prying attention. In every place her misfor- 
tune is the object of genera al obſcrvation,”. and the 


| proveiling topic Gf Ciicourke in W comp: my 


in their Werden (pher 48 King FS, ae the he 3 of chete 


ſubjects; nobles, turrounded with their de ependents; 
and (after names of ſo much grandeur, may I be al- 
lowed to add ') miniſters, labouring among their people z 
are 


* Rom. V."I7 ---X.:3. = "+ Dar. 7 24. | 
5 „e are the lig“: of the World. A c ty that is te! ona! h. „ cannot 
os hid.“ An bv. 14. 


n un menrt i 
are each a conſpicuous ſtation. Their conduct in its 
| minuteſt ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, will be nar- 
* rowly {urveycd, and critically ſcanned, Can there be 
* a louder call to ponder the paths of their feet, and to 
be particularly jealous over all their ways? Thoſe who 
move in inferior life may grolsly ohend, and little 
alarm be given; perhaps no notice be taken; but it 
is not to be expected, that the leatt flip in their car- 
Tiage, the leaſt flaw in their character, would paſs un- 
diſcovered. Malice, with her eagle. eyes, will be ſure 
to diſcern them; while Cenſure, with her ſhrill trum - 
pet, will be as jar from conccaling them; as Calumny, 
with her treacherous whifpers, from extcnuating them. 
A planet may fink below the horizon, or a ſtar, for fe- 
veral months, withdraw its ſhining, and ſcarce one in 
ten thouſand perceive the loſs; but if the moon ſuffers 
- a tranſient ecliple, almoſt half the world are ſpectators _ 
of her diſhonour. 5 i 
Very different was the caſe, when, at this late hour, 
J have taken a ſolitary walk on the weſtern cliffs. At 
the foot of the ſteep mountain, the ſea, all clear and 
| ſmooth, ſpread itſelt into an immenſe plain, and held a 
watry mirror to the ſkies. Infinite heights above, the 
firmament ftretched its azure expanſe, beſpangled with 
unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the moon, © walk - 
ing in brightneſs.*+ She ſeemed to contemplate herſelf . 
with a peculiar pleaſure, while the tranſparent ſurface 
both received and returned her filver image. Here, 
inſtead of being covered with ſackcloth, ſhe ſhone with 
a double luſtre; or rather, with a luſtre multiplied in 
proportion to the number of beholders, and their vari- 
ous ſituations. 3j 8 e 
duch, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary beha- 
viour in perſons of exalted rank. Their courle, as it 
is nobly diſtinguiſhed, ſo it will be happily influential, 
Others will catch the diffulive ray, and be ambitious to | 
reſemble a pattern ſo attracting, lo commanding. Their | 
amiable qualities will not terminate in themſelves; but 
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we ſhall ſee them refiected trom their families, their ae. 

quaintance, their retainers; juſt as we may now be- 

hold another moon, trembling in the ſtream, glitter. 
ing in the canal, and diſplaying i its N impreſs on 


every collection of waters. 
The moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of fovertian. 


cover the great deep. Her orb, like a royal ſceptre, | 
ſways the ocean, and actuates the fluid realms. It 


ſwells the tides, and perpetuates the reciprocal returns 


of ebb and flow; by which means the liquid element 


purges off its filth, and is preſerved from being putre- 


fied itlelf, and from poiſoning the world. Is the moon 
thus operative on the vaſt abyſs? and ſhall not the 
faith of eternal and infinite delights to come, be equally |: 
efficacious on this ſoul of mine? Far above her argent 


fields are treaſures of happineſs, unſeen by mortal eye; 
by mortal ear unheard, and unconceived by any human 


imagination. In that deſirable wor Id, the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed and exalted honours alſo are conferred ; in com- 
pariſon with which, the thrones and diadems of earthly 
monarchs and empty pageants are childiſh toys. Yon- 
der arch of ſapphire, with all its ſpangles of gold, is 
but the floor of thoſe divine abodes. What then are 
the apartments; what is the palace? How bright Wt 


glories ! how rich with bliſs! 


O! ye manhons of blefſedneſs, ye benuties of my 
| Father's kingdom, which far outſhine theſe lamps of 
the viſible heaven, tranſmit your ſweet and winning in- 


vitations to my heart. Attract and refine all my af- 
fections. Withdraw them from ſtagnating on the ſor- 


did ſhores of fleſh ; never ſuffer them to ſettle upon the 
impure lees of ſenſe ; ; but imprels them with emotions 
of reſtleſs deſire after ſublime and celeſtial joys; joys 


that will proceed, ſtill proceed, in a copious and ever= 


laſting flow, when ſeas ſhall ceaſe to roll; joys that 
will charm every faculty with unimaginable pleaſure, 
when the moon, with her waxing * ſhall chear 


our ſight no more. e 3 


t Splondes tremuls ul lumine purtur, Virg: 


oN THE NIGHT. 


| 23 
Eee for the preſent evening. My thoughts hav 
been lufficiently exercited, and my ſteps begin to be at- 


tended with wearineſs. Let me obey the admonition of 


nature, and give reſpite to my meditations, {lumber to 
my eyes. But ſtay; ſhall I retire to the bed of fleep 


with as little ceremony, and with as much inattention, 


as the brutes to their fordid lair > Are no acknowledg- 


ments due to that divine Being who is the ſupport of 
my life and the length of my days? Have I no farther 
need of his protecting care, no more occaſion for the 
bleſſings of his goodnels ? Lepidus, perhaps, may laugh 
at the bended knee, and have a thouſand darts of rail- 
lery ready to diicharge on the practice of devotion, 
The w its, I know, are -unmercitully {evere on what. they | 
call the drudgery of prayer, and the fantaitical rant of 
praiſe. Theſe they leave to the illiterate labourer and 
the mean mechanic, or treat them with a ay ans 


ous ſneer as the perion's ignoble trade. 


Is it then an inſtance” of tuper{titious. blindneſs th. 
_  diftinguith, or of whimhcal zeal to celebrate, the 


molt ſuper- en inent excellency and merit ? Is it an un- 


_ grace{ul buſineſs, or does it argue a grovelling diſpoſi- 
tion, to magnity goodneſs tranfcendantly rich and dif- 
ſuſive? What can be 0 truly becoming a dependent 
late, as to pay our adoring homage to the Author of 
all perfection, and profeſ + our devoted allegiance to the 
ſupreme Almighty Governer of the univerte? Can any 
thing more ſignificantly beſpeak an ingenuous temper, 


or adminiſter; a more rea! HatisfaRtion to its fineſt feelings, 


5 than the exerciſe of penitential devotion ? by which we 


give vent to an honett ang uiſh, or melt into filial ſorrow z 
tor our intenſibility to the belt ot friends, for our diſo- 


bedience to the beſt of parents? In a word, can there 


be a more ſublime pleature than to dwell, in fixed con- 


templation, on the beauties of the eternal mind; the 


amiable original of all that 1s fair, grand, and harmo- 


nious; the beneficent Giver of all that is convenient, 


comfcrtable, aud uſeful? Can there be a more advan- 
tageous employ, than to preſent our requeſts to the 
U 3 | * ather 
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. Father of Mercies; opening our minds to the irrad; ia- 
tions of his wiſdom, and all the faculties of our ſouls 
to the communications of his grace ? It is ſtrange, un- 
accountably ſtrange, that the notion of dignity in ſenti- 


ment, and the purluit of refined enjoyment, ſhould ever 


be diſunited from devotion ; that perſons who make 


pretenſions to an improved taſte, and exalted genius, | 


mould negle& this molt ennobling intercourſe with the 


wifeſt and beſt of Beings, the inexhauſtible ſource of 
honour and joy. 


Shall I be deterred from approaching this wurde of 
the pureſt delight? deterred from purſuing this higheſt 


improvement of my nature? deterred from all by a Þ 
formidable banter, or confuted by one irrefragable | 


ſmile ? No; let the moon, in her reſplendent ſphere, 


and yonder pole, with all its ſtarry train, witneſs, if I 


be filent even or morn; if I refrain to kindle in my 


heart, and breathe from my lips, the reaſonable incenſe 


of praiſe, Praiſe to that great and glorious God, who 
formed the earth and built the ſkies ; who poured from 
his hand the watery world, and ſhed the all- ſurrounding 


air abroad. Thou alſo madeſt the night, Maker Om 
nipotent! and Thou, the day! which I, though leſs 
than the leaſt of all thy mercies, have paſſed in ſafety, 
tranquillity, and comfort. When I was loſt in the ex- 


travagance of dreams, or lay immerſed in the inſenſibi- 


lity ot ſleep, thy hand recovered me from the temporary 
lethargy. Thy hand ſet a new, a delicately fine edge 
on all my blunted ſenſes, and ſtrung my tinews with 


recruited vigour. When my thoughts were benumbed 


and ſtupefied, thy quickening influence rouſed them into 
activity; when they were diſconcerted and wild, thy 


regulating influence reduced them into order; refit- 
ting me at once to reliſh the innocent entertainments 
of an animal, and to enjoy the ſublime gratifications of 


a rational capacity, When darkneſs covered the crea- 
tion, at thy command, the ſun arole, painted the flowers, 


and diſtinguiſhed every object; gave light to my feet; 


: ud gave Nature, with all her beautiful ſcenes, to my 
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eye. To Thee, O thou God ot my ſtrength, T owe the 

continuance of my being, and the vivacity of my con- 

ſtitution. By thy ſacred order, without any conſciouf- 


nets of mine, the wheels cf my life move, and the 
crimſon fountain plays. Over-ruied by thy exquiſite 


IEill, it transforms itlelf, by the niceſt operations of an 


inexplicable Kind of chemijtry, into a variety of the 
fineit ſecretions; which glide into the mulcies, and 
{well them for action; or pour themſelves into the fluids, 


and repair their inceſſant decays; which cautc chear- 
tujneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health to bloom 1 in the 
check. | 
Diſaſtrous 8 injurious to the peace of my 
mind, or fatal to the welfare of my body, belet my 

aths. But thy faithfulneſs and truth, like an impene- 
trable ſhield, guarded me all around. Under this divine 
protection I walked ſecure amidſt Jegions of apparent 


perils, and paſſed unhurt through a tar greater multi- 
plicity of unſcen evils. Not one of my bones was bro 

ken; not a ſingle ſhaft grazed upon my eaſe ; evenwhen _ 
the ey e, that watched over me, ſaw, in its wide ſurvey, . 


thouſands talling beſide me in irrecoverable ruin; and 
ten thouſands deeply wounded on my right-hand. It 


ſickneſs has, at any time, ſaddened my chamber, or 
pain harrowed my fleſh, it was a wholefome diſcipline, _ 
and a gracious ſeverity, The chaſtiſement proved - 


ſovereign medicine to cure me of an immoderate fond- 


nels for this 1 impertect troubleſome ſtate, and to quicken. 
my defires after the unimbittered enjoyments of my 


eternal home. Has not thy munificence, unwearied 


and unbounded, ſpread my table, and. furniſhed it 


with the fineſt wheat, repleniſhed it with marrow and 


fatneſs? while temperance {weetened the bowl, appetite _ 


ſcaſoned the diſh, contentment and gratitude crowned 
the repaſt. Has not thy kindneſs, O God of the fami- 
lies of Iſrael, preſerved my affectionate relations, who 


udy, by their tender offices, to ſoften every care, and 


heighten every joy? Has not thy kindneſs given me va- 


kuable e whole preſence | is a cordial to chear 
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me in a dejected hour; and whole converſation wingles 

een with delight ?? ? 
When fin lay diſguiſed amidfi flowery ſcenes of 


pleaſure, enlightened by thy witdom, I diſcerned the 


latent i ilchief; made reſolute by thy grace, I ſhunned 


the luſcious bane. It, through the impulie of {enſua- 


lity, or the violence of paſſion, I have been hurried into 


the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſerpent, thy faithful admo- 


nitions have recalled the fooliſh wanderer, while the 
blood of thy Son has healed his deadly wounds, Some, 


no doubt, have been cut off in the midſt of their ini- 
quities, and tranimitted, from the thrillings of polluted 


joy, to the agonies of eternal deſpair z whereas I have 
been diftinguiihed by long- tattering mercy z and, inſtead 
of lifting up my eyes in torinents, to behold a heaveu 


irrecoverably Joſt, I may liit them up under the pleaſing 


views of being admitted, ere long, into thoſe abodes of 
- endleſs felicity. In the mean time, thou haft vouch- 
fafed me the revelation of thy will, the influences of 
thy ſpirit, and abundance of the m olt eſtectual aids, for 
advancing i in knowledge, and growing in godlineſs; for 
becoming more contormable to thy image, and more 
meet for thy prelence ; ior taſting the pleaſures of reli · 


gion, and ſecuring the riches of eternity. 

How various is thy beneficence, O thou 1 of 
Souls! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of good, 
opened a thouſand avenues of delight, and heaped 


bleſſings upon me with a ceaſeleſs libcrality. It 1 


ſhould attempt to declare them, they would be more 


than the ſtarry hoſt which glitter in this unclouded 
ky; more than the  dewy g gems which will adorn the 


face of the morning.“ 

And ſhall I fo get the Ged of my ſalvation, the 
author of all my mercies ? Rather let my pulie torget to 
beat! Shall I render Him no expreſſions ot thankfulneis? 
Then might all nature reproach my ingratitude. Shall 


I reſt ſatisfied with the bare acknowledgment of my lips? 

No; let my lite be vocal, and peak his praiſe, in thats 

only genuine, that moſt emphatical nene ant lan- 
3 5 guage. 
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debt; the ever- -pleatings ever-growing debt of duty, 
verrer ation and love.. 

And can I, O thou gude of my goings, and gu- 
din of all my intereſts; can I diſtruſt ſuch ſignal, tuch 


experienced goodneſs? Fhou haſt been my helper thro? 
all the buſy tcenes of day; therefore, under the ſhadow 


of thy wings will I repoſe myſelf, during the darkneſs, 
the danger, and death-like inactivity of the night. 
Whatever defilement J have contracted, waſhit thorough- 


ly away in redeeming blood; and let neither the ſinful 


ſtain, nor the finfu] alto jos, accompany me to my 
couch! Then ſhall 1 lay me down in peace, and take 
my reſt ; cheerfully reterring it to thy all-wiſe determi- 


nation, whether I ſhall open my eyes in this wor ki, @! 


awake in the unknown — of another.) 


zunge of deveut War e Let the bill be drawn upon 
ny very heart; let all my attetions acknowledge the 
drauęht; and let the whole tenour of my actions, in 
time, and through eternity, be continually paying the 
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There dwells a noble Pathos in the Skies, 
Which warms our Paſſions, proſely tes our Hearts. 
How cloquently ſhines tne glowing Pole! | 
With wat Authority it gives its Charge, 
Romonttrating great Truths in Stile ſublime! 
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N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader, that aſtrono- 
mars thould ſpeak fuch amazing things, and ſpeak them with ſuch an air 


of aſſurance, concerning the didances and maznitudes, the motions and 


relations of the heavenly bodies, I would deſire ſuch a perſon to conſider 
tae calc of Eclipſes, and with what exacireſs they are calculated. They 
are not only ieretoild, but the very inftant ot their beginning is determined. 
Ihe precite time of their continuance is aſſigned; aſſigned a moſt to the 
nice y cf a moment; and, what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, for the ſpace of 
hundreds or thouſands of years to come. As this is a matter of fact, ab- 
ſolutely incifputable; it is aifo a very obvious, yet ſolid demonſtration, 
that the principles of ſcience, on which tho!e calculations proceed, are 
not mere conjeure, or precarious ſuppoſition; but have a real, a certain 
foundation in the nature and conſtitution of chings. X Ea 
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CONTEMPLATIONS 


ON THE 


1 Hs evening I exchange the nice retreats of art 


for the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead of mæa- 
ſuring my ſteps under the covert of an arbour, let nie 


range along the ſummit of this gently riſing hili. 


There is no need of the lealy ſhade, ſince the tun has 
quitted the horizon, and withdrawn his ſcorching beams. 


But fee how advantages and inconveniences are uſually - 
linked, and chequer our affairs below! If the annoy- 


ing heat ceales, the lan Iſcape, and its pleaſing ſcenes, 


are alſo removed. The majeitic caſtle, and the lowly 


cottage, are vaniſhed together. I have loſt the aſpiring 


mountain and its ruflet brow ; I look round, but to no 


purpoſe, for the humble vale, and its flowery lap. 
The plains whitened with flocks, and the heath yellow 


with furze, diſappear. The advancing night has wrapt 


in darkneſs the long extended foreſt, and drawn her 
mantle over the windings of the filver ftream. I no 
longer behold that luxuriant fertility in the fields, that 


wild magnificence of proſpect, and endleſs variety of 


images, which have fo often touched me with delight, 
and ſtruck me with awe from this commanding emi- 
nence. SE 85 3 


The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted, ſince 


it is amply compenſated by the opening beauties of the 


iky. Here I enjoy a tree view ot the whole hemiſphere, 
without any obſtacle from below to confine the explor- 
ing eye, or any cloud from above to overcaft the ſpa- 
cious concave, * 11s true, the lively vermillion, which 


ſo lately ſtreaked the chambers of the weſt, is all faded. 


But the planets, one after another, light up their lamps; 


the ſtars advance in their glittering train; a thouland. 


and a thouſand luminaries ſhine forth in ſucceſſive 
ſplendors; and the whole firmament is kindling into the 


# 


moſt beautitul glow. The bluencts of the æther, height 


ened 
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& poitonous ſerpent Jurks under the bloſſom, nor any ra- 
venous beaſt lies ready to ſtart from the thicket. But 
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Fa by the ſeaſon of the year, and ſtill more enlivened 


by the abſence of the moon, gives thoſe gems ot haven 
the ſtrongeſt luſtre. | 


One pleaſure more, the invading gloom has not been 

| able to inatch from my lente. The night rather improves, 
| than dettroys, the tragrance which exhales from the 
| blooming beans. With theſe the fides of the ſloping 
declivity are lined; and with theſe the balmy zephyrs 
perfume their wings. Does Arabia, from all her ipicy 
groves, breathe a more liberal, or a nore charming gale. 


of ſwcets? And, what is a peculiar recommendation of 
the rural enterta:nments, preſented in our happy land, 
they are alloyed by no apprehenſions of danger. No 


wander from a far more exalted ſubject. My thoughts, 


like my affections, are too eaſily diverted from the 


heavens, and detained by inferior objects. Away, my 


attention, from theſe little blandiſhments of the earth, 


lince all the glories of the ſky invite thy regard. 
We have taken a turn among the Tombs, and viewed 


the ſolemn memorials of the dead; in order to learn the 
vanity of mortal things, and to break their ſoft enchant- 
ment, We have ſurveyed the ornaments of the garden; 


not that the heart might be planted in the parterre, or 


take root among the flowery race; but that theſe delica- 


cies of a day might teach us to aſpire after a better 
paradiſe z where beauty never fades, and delight is ever 


in the bloom. A third time we lighted the candle of 


meditation, and ſought for wiſdom; not in the crouded 
city, or wrangling Ichools ; but in the ſilent and lonely 
walks of antient Night.* Let us once more indulge 


the contemplative vein, and raiſe our ſpeculations to 
thoſe ſublimer works of the Great Creator ; which the 
regions of the {ky contain, and this duſky hour unveils. 


KReferring to the ſeveral ſos of the three preceding eſſays. 
5 2 Night opes the nobleſt ſcences, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſcenes full weight, 
And deep reception in th' entender'd heart. 3 
N 3 Might Thoughts, Na. IX. 
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ing in the colours of ſpring; if we have ſeen a ſample 


If we have diicerned the touches of his pencil, plow. 


of his beneficence, cxhibited in the ſtores of nature; 
and a ray of his brightneſs, beaming in the blaze of 
day; what an infinitely richer field for the ditplay of 
his perfections are the Heavens! The Heavens, in the 
molt emphatical manrer, declare the glory of God, 
The Heavens are nobly eloquent of the Deity, and the 


moſt magnificent heralds of their Maker's praiſe. They 
| ſpeak to the whole univerſe; for there is neither ſpeech 


ſo barbarous, but their language is underſtood ; nor 
nation ſo diſtant, but their voices are heard amon 


them. + Let me then, in this ſolemn ſeaſon, formed for 
thought, and a calm intercourſe with Heaven; let me 
liſten to their ſilent lectures. Perhaps, I may receive 
ſuch impretſive manifeſtations of the Eternal Power 
and Gothead,* as may ſhed religion on my ſoul, while 
1 walk the ſolitary ſhades; and may be a tutelary friend 
to my virtue, when the call of buſineſs, and the return 


of light, expoic me again to the inroads of temptation, 
The Iſraelites, inſtigated by frenzy rather than devo- 


Sr.) 


PA 


„ „ 4 3 


tion, worſhipped the hoſt of heaven. And the preten- | 
ders to judicial aitrology talk of I know not what | 


myſterious efficacy in the different aſpect of the ſtars, [| 


Let thoſe, who are unacquainted with the ſure. word of 
Revelation, give ear to the ſons of deluſion, and dealers 


in deceit. For my part, it is a queſtion of indifference 
to me, whether the conſtellations ſhone with ſmiles, or 
loured in frowns, on the hour of my nativity. Let 


Chriſt be my guard; and, ſecure in ſuch a protection, 
I would laugh at their impotent menaces. Let Chriſi 
be my guide, and I ſhall ſcorn to aſk, as well as deſpair 


of receiving, any predictory information from ſuch 


ſenſeleſs maſſes. What! ſhall the living ſeek to the 
dead ?*} Can theſe bodies advertiſe me of future events, 
which are unconſcious of their own exiſtence ? Shall I 


| have recourſe t to dull on ea matter, when I may 


WY 8 5 _ apply 


or the various conjunction and oppoſition of the planets, 4 
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apply to that all-wiſe Being, who, with one compre- 
heuſive glance, diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in 
the boſom of imrnenfity, or forming in the womb of 
futurity ? Never, never will I ſearch tor any intimations 
of ray taiez but often trace my Creator's footſteps“ in 


| yonder ſtairy plains. In the former caſe, they would be 


teachers of lies; in the latter, they are oracles of truth. 
In this, therefore, this ſenſe only, I profeſs myſelf the 
pupil of the ſtars. J 8 
The vuigar are apprehenſive of nothing more than 
a multitude of bright ſpangles, dropt over the ætherial 
blue. They have no higher notion of theſe fine appear- 
ances, than that they are ſo many golden ſtuds, with 
which the empyrean arch is decorated. But ſtudious 
minds, that carry a more accurate and ſtrict inquiry 
among the celeſtial bodies, bring back advices of a moſt 
aſtoniſhing import. Let me juſt recolle&t the moſt ma- 
terial of thoſe ſtupendous diicoverics, in order to fur- 
niſh out proper ſubjeéts for contemplation; and let 
the unlcarned remember, that the ſcene I am going to 
diſplay, is the workmanſhip of that incomprehenſible. 
God, who is perfect in knowledge, and mighty in 
power: whoſe name, whoſe natuie, and all whoſe. 
operations, are great and marvelivus,* Who ſum— 
mons into being, with equal caſe, a ſingle grain, or ten 
thouſand worlds. To this if we continually advert, 
e | X 4: - "the 


e It is moſt becoming,“ ſays a great author, © ſuch imperfect creatures 
as we are, to contemplate the works of God, with this deſign, that we may 
diſcern the maniteftations of witdom in them; and thereby excite in our- 
ſelves thoſe devout affections, and that ſuperlative reſpect, which is the 
very eſſence of praiſe, as it is a reſonable and moral tervice.* Abernetiy 
on the Attributes. And, indeed, if we are ſincerely diſpoſed to employ. 


ourſelves in this excellent, this delightful duty ot praiſing the infinite 


Creator, the means, and the motives, are both zat Hand. His works, in a 

wonderful and inſtructive variety, preſent themielves, with pregnant ma- 
nifeſtations of the moſt tranicendant exceliencics of their Maker. They 
pour their evidence from all quarters, and into all the avenues of the mind, 


They invite us, eſpeciaily in the magnificent 1yitum of the univerie, to 


contemplate---Counſel, conſummately wife; and Execution, inimitably 
perfect: - Power, to which nothing is impoſſible; and Goodneſs, which 
extende th to all, Which endureth for ever, To give, not a full diſplay, 
but only ſome ſlight ſtrictures, of theſe glorious truths, is the principat 
ſeope of the following remarks, e | 
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the aſſertions, though they will certainly excite our ad- 
miration, need not tranſcend our belief. 


The earth is, in fact, a round body; however it may 
ſeem, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vales, and railed 
into hills;* in other parts, to be ſpread into a ſpacious 
plain, extending to the confines of the heavens, or ter- 
minated by the waters of the ocean, We may fancy, 
that it has deep foundations, and reſts upon ſome prodi- 
giouſly ſolid baſis ; but it is pendent in the wide tran- 


{picuous æther; without any viſible cauſe to uphold it 


from above, or ſupport it from beneath. It may ſeem to 


be ſedentary in its attitude, and motionleſs in its ſitua- 


tion; but it is continually failing + through the depths 


of the ſky; and in the ſpace of twelve months finiſhes 


the mighty voyage: which periodical rotation pro- 


duces the ſeaſons, and compleats the year. As it pro- 

ceeds in the annual circuit, it ſpins upon its own centre; 
and turns its ſides alternately to the fountain of light; 
by which means the day dawus in one hemiſphere, 
while the night ſucceeds in the other. Without this 


expedient, one part of its regions would, during half 


the great revolution, be ſcorched with exceſſive heat, or 
languiſh under an unintermitted glare; while the other, 
expoled to the contrary extremes, would be frozen to ice, 


* 


and buried under a long oppreſſion of diſma] and deſ- 


tructive darknels, „ 


cannot forbear taking notice, that in this compound 
motion of the earth, the one never interferes with the 
. . . other, 


* A learned writer, I think, Dr. Derham, has ſomewhere an obſerva- 
tion to this purpoſe. That the loftieſt ſummits of hills, and the moſt enor- 
inous ridges of mountains, are no real objection to the globular or round 
form of the carth. Becauſe, however they may render 1t, to our limited 
light, vattly uneven and protuberant; yet, they bear no more proportion 


to the intire ſurface of the terraqueous ball, than a particle of dutt, ca- 


tually dropt on the mathematician's globe, bears to its whole circumference, 
Contequently, the round figure is no more deftroyed in the former caſe, 
than in the latter. On the ſame principle, I have not thought it neceſſary 
to take any notice of the conparatively ſmall difference between the po- 
lar and cquatorial diameter of the earth. _ 1 5 

+ With what an amazing ſpeed this veſſel, (if I may carry on the allu- 


= fi5n,) filled with a multitude of nations, and freighted with all their poſ- 


teſſions, makes her way through the ethereal ſpace, fee page 259, in 


note. 


THE STARRY HEAVE vs. La 245 
other, but both are perfectly compatible. Is it not thus 


with the precepts of religion, and the needful affairs of 


the preſent lite; not excepting even the innocent gratifi- 
cations of our appetites ? Some, I believe, are apt to 
imagine, that they muſt renounce ſociety, if they devote 
themſelves to Chriſt ; and abandon all the ſatisfactions of 


this world, if they once become zealous candidates for 


the felicity of another. But this is a very miſtaken no- 
tion, or elſe a very injuriousrepretentation, of the doctrine 
which is according to godimels. It was never intended 


to drive men into deſarts, but to lead them through the 
peaceful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom into the bliſsful - 


regions of lite eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike 


off the wheels of buſineſs, or cut aſunder the finews of 


induſtry ; but rather to make men induſtrious trom a 


principle of conſcience, not from the inſtigations of 


avarice; that ſo, they may promote their immortal hap- 
pinels, even while they provide for their temporal main- 
tenance. It has no deſign to extirpate our paſſions, 


but only to reſtrain their irregularities z neither would 
it extinguiſh tie delights of ſenſe, but prevent them 


from evaporating into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall. 
A perſon may be cheertul among his friends, and yet 
Joytul in God: he may taſte the ſweets of his earthly 
eltate, and at the ſame time cheriſh his hopes of a 


nobler inheritance in heaven. The trader may proſe- 


cute the demands of commerce, without neglecting to 
negociate the affairs of his falvation. The warrior may 
wear his ſword ; may draw, in a juſt cauſe, that mur- 


derous weapon; yet be a good ſoldier of Fejus Chriſt, 
and obtain the crown that fadeth not away. The parent 
may lay up a competent portion for his children, and 


not forfeit his title to the treaſures either of grace or 


of glory. So far is Chriſtianity from obſtruciing any 


valuable intereſt, or with-holling any real pleature, 
that it improves the one, and advances the other : juſt 
as the diurnal and annnal motions are fo far from claſh- 
ing, that they entirely accord; and, inſtead of being 


deſtructiye of each other, by mutually blending their ef- 
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fects, they give proportion and harmony to time, fert. 
lity and innumerable benefits to nature. 


| 448 TN CONTEMPLATIONS on. 


To us, ho dwell on its ſurface, the earth i is by far 
the moſt extenſive orb that 'our eyes can any-where 


behold. It is alſo cloathed with verdure, diſtinguiſhed 
by trees, and adorned with a variety of beautiful deco- 


rations : whereas, to a ſpectator placed on one of the 


planets, it wears an uniform aſpect; looks all luminous, 
and no larger than a ſpot. To beings who dwell at 


ſill greater diſtances, it entirely diſappears. That 
which we call, alternately, the Morning and the Even- 
ing Star, as in one part of her orbit ſhe rides foremoſt 


in the proceſſion of night, in the other uſhers in and 


anticipates the dawn, is a planetary world ; which, 


with the four others, that ſo wonderfully vary their 


myſtic dance, are 1n themſelves dark bodies, and ſhine 


only by reflection; have fields, and ſeas, and ſkies, of 


their own: are furniſhed with all accommodations for 
animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppoſed to be the abodes of 


intellectual life: all which, together with this our 


earthly habitation, are dependent on that grand diſpen- 
ſer of divine munificence, the Sun; receive their lighz 
from the diſtribution of his rays, and derive their com- 
forts from his benign agency. _ 
The ſun, which ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 
through the ſky, is, in this reſpe&t,F fixed and immove- 


able: tis the great axle of heaven, about which the 
globe we inhabit, and other more ſpacious orbs, wheel 


their ſtated courſes. The ſun, though ſeemingly ſmaller 


than the dial it illuminates, is abundanly larger þ than 
this whole earth, on which ſo many lofty mountains 


riſe, and ſuch valt oceans roll. A line, extending from 
ſide to fide, through the centre of that reſplendent orb, 
would meaſure more than eight hundred thouſand miles: 


A gudle, erm to go roune its circumference, would 


require 


+ I ſay, in this — that 1 may not form: to forget, or exclude, the 
revolution of the ſun round its own axis. 
t A hundred thouſand. times, according to the loweſt reckoning, Sir 


Ilaac Newton computes the ſun to be 0 times | digger than the earth. 
_ 07 W b. 74% | 
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require a length of millions: were its ſolid contents to 
be eſt imated, the account would overwhelm our under- 
ſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the power of language 
to exprels.F Are we ſtartled at theſe reports of philo- 
ſophy ? Are we ready to cry out, in a tranſport of ſur- 
prize? © How mighty is the Being, who kindled ſuch a 
_ prodigious fire; and keeps alive, from age to age, ſuch 
an enormous maſs of flame!* Let us attend our phi- 
loſophic guides, and we ſhall be brought acquainted _ 
with ſpeculations more enlarged, and more amazing. 
This ſun, with all its attendant planets, is but a very 
little part of the grand machine of the univerſe. Every 
ftar, though, in appearance, no bigger than the dia- 
mond that glitters upon a lady's ring, is really a vaſt 
globe, like the ſun in ſize, and in glory; no leſs ſpaci- 
ous, no lefs Juminous, than the radiant ſource of our 
day. So that every ſtar is not barely a world, but the 
centre of a magnificent ſyſtem; has a retinue of worlds 
_ irradiated by its beams, and revolving round its attrac- 
tive influence; ll which are loſt, to our fight, in un- 
meaſurable wilds of æther. That the ſtars appear like 
1 ſo many diminutive and ſcarce diſtinguiſhable points, 
is owing to their immenſe and inconceivable diſtance. 
IlImmenſe and inconceivable indeed it is, ſince a ball, 
| ſhot from the loaded cannon, and flying with unabated 
Tapidity, muſt travel, at this impetuous rate, almoſt 
_ ſeven hundred thouſand years,“ before it could reach 
the neareſt of thoſe twinkling luminarie. 
Can any thing be more wonderful than theſe obſerva- 
tions? Yes, there are truths far more ſtupendous z 
there are ſcenes far more extenſive. As there is no 
end of the Almighty Maker's greatneſs, ſo no imagi- 
nation can ſet limits to his creating hand, Could you 
| „ 3 ft ſoar 
1 Dr, Denham, after having calculated the dimenſions of the planets, 
| adds; 22 as theſe maſles are, they are all far outdone by that äu- 
eg globe of light, the ſun; which, as it is the fountain of light and 
8 eat to all the planets about it, ſo doth it far ſurpaſs them all in its bulk: 
| its apparent diameter being computed at 822,148 Engliſh miles, its ambit 
by __ at 2,582,873 miles, and its ſolid contents at 299,97 1,099,002,990z000. * 


bs Aro. Theo, Book 1. Chap. tl. 
5 1 gee Religious Philoſopher, p. 819. 
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ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through all the plane. 
tary choirz could you wing your way to the higheſt 
apparent ſtar, and take your ſtand on one of thoſe 
lottieſt pinnacles of heaven; you would there fee other 
{kies expanded; another ſun, diſtributing his inexhauſ- 
tible beams by day; other ſtars, that gild the horrors 
of the alternate night; and other, f perhaps nobler ſyſ- 
tems, eſtabliſhed ; eftabliſhed, in unknown profuſion, 
through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace, Nor does 
the dominion of the univerſal Sovereign terminate there. 
Even at the end of this valt tour, you would find your- 
ſelf advanced no farther than the ſuburbs of creation; 
arrived only at the irontiers of the great Jehovah's 
kingdom. 8 . 3 N 
And do they tell me, that the ſun, the moon, and 
all the planets, are but a little part of His works? 
How great, then, are his ſigns! And how mighty are 
his wonders !f And it fo, what is the Creator Himſelf ! 
How far exalted above all praiſe! Who is fo high, that 
he looks down on the higheſt of theſe dazzling ſpheres, 
and ſees even the ſummit of creation in a vale: fo great, 
that this prodigious extent of ſpace is but a point in his 
preſence; and all this confluence of worlds, as the lighteſt 
atom, that fluctuates in air, and ſports in the meridian 
ray. r 8 „ i 


See Astro Theology, Book II. Chap. II. Where the author, having 
aſſigned various reaſons to ſupport this theory of our modern aſtronomers, 
adds, Beſides the fore-mentioned ſtrong probabilities, we have this far- 
ther recommendation of ſuch an account of the univerſe, that it is far 
more magnificent and wortliy of the infinite Creator, than any other of the 
narrower ſchemes.“ 28 5 

$ Feb, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation on the mighty works of God, 
as they are diſtributed through univerſal nature, from the heights of 
heaven, to the very depths of hell, cloſes the magnificent account with 
this acknowledgment 3 © Lo! theſe are parts of his ways.“ Or, as the 
original word more literally ſignifies; and may, 1 think, be more elegantly 
rendered; 'Fheſe are only the ſkirts, the very outermoſt borders of his 
works. No more than a {mall preface to the immenſe volume of the crea- 
tion. From the Hebrew Mp Extremitates, I cannot forbear thinking, on 
the extreme and very attenuated fibres of the root, when compared with 
the whole ſubſtance of the trunk; or on the exquiſitely ſmall ſize of the 
5 veſſels, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. 
Job. xxvi. 14. 8 | -. © Dan. iv. 3. | 

+ This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptural beauty ; 
and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation ; made by that learned, 

5 „%% | Cs ſagacious, 


F 2 - 
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Thou, moſt ſublime and incomprehenſibly glorious 


God, how am I overwhelmed with awe ! how funk into 
the loweſt proſtration of mind! when I conſider thy 


« excellent greatneſs," and my own utter inſignificancy! 


And have I, exceſſively mean as Jam, have I enter- 
tained any conceited apprehenſions of mytelf? Have 1 
felt the leaſt elatement of thought in the preſence of {0 


majeſtic and adorable a Being? How ſhouid this wound 
me with ſorrow, and cover me with contuſion! O my 


God, was I poſſeſſed of all the perfections which 
accompliſh and adorn the angels of light, amidſt all 
theſe noble endowments I would fall down in the deepeſt 


abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the intinitely ſuperior 


blaze of thy uncreated glories, I would conteſs myſelf 


to be nothing ; to be lets than nothing, and vanity, 
How much more ought I to maintain the molt unteigned 


humiliation before thy Divine Majeſty, who am not 
only duſt and aſhes, but a compound of ignorance, im- 


erfection, and depravity! 


While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my own. 


extreme meanneſs, I would allo diſcover the abject lit- 


tleneſs of all terreſtrial things. What is the earth, 


with all her oftentatious ſcenes, compared with this aſ- 
toniſhingly grand furniture of the ſkies ? What, but a 


dim ſpeck, hardly perceivable in the map of the uni- 
verſe? It is obſerved by a very judicious writer,“ 
That if the ſun himſelf, which enlightens this part of | 


the 


fagacious, and devout expoſitor, Vitringa, Iſa. xl. 15. We find it written 


of the Supreme Being, that he taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. 


Which, our critic obſerves, is neither aniwerable to the import of the 
original, nor conſonant to the ſtructure of the diſcourſe, The prophet had 
no intention to inform mankind, what the Almighty could do, with regard 
to the iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert uncontroulable power. His deſign 


was to ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather what mere _nothings they are, 
In his eſteem, and before his Majeſty. * The iſlands,” ſays he, though 10 
ſpacious, as to afford room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode ot 
nations; though ſo ſtrong as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, 


the raging and reiterated affaults of the whole watry world; are yet, de- 


fore the adored Fehuwvah, ſmall as the minuteſt grain, which the eye can 


ſcarce diſcern; light as the feathered mote, which the leaſt breath hurrics - 
away like a tempeſt.—· PT2 ee Inſulæ ſunt ut leve quid, guad avolat, 


The deep-rooted iſlands are as the volatile atom, which, by the gentleſt 
undulations of the air, is wafted to and fro in perpetual agitalion,' 
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ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through all the plane. 
tary choir; could you wing your way to the higheſt 
apparent ſtar, and take your ſtand on one of thoſe 
lottieſt pinnacles of heaven; you would there ſee other 


ſkies expanded; another ſun, diſtributing his inexhauſ. 


tible beams by day; other ſtars, that gild the horrors 
of the alternate night; and other, f perhaps nobler ſyſ- 
tems, eſtabliſhed ; eſtabliſhed, in unknown profuſion, 
through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace, Nor does 
the dominion of the univerſal Sovereign terminate there. 
Even at the end of this vaſt tour, you would find your- 


| ſelf advanced no farther than the ſuburbs of creation 
arrived only at the irontiers of the great Jehovah's 
kingdom. § e | 


And do they tell me, that the ſun, the moon, and 


all the planets, are but a little part of His works? 


How great, then, are his ſigns And how mighty are 
his wonders !f And if fo, what is the Creator Himſelf! 


How far exalted above all praiſe ! Who is ſo high, that 
he looks down on the higheſt of theſe dazzling ſpheres, 


and ſees even the ſummit of creation in a vale: fo great, 


that this prodigious extent of ſpace is but a point in his 


preſence ; and all this confluence of worlds, as the lighteſt 
atom, that fluctuates in air, and ſports in the meridian. 
TS en ot - Thou 


See Aftro-Theology, Book II. Chap. II. Where the author, having 
affigned various reaſons toſupport this theory of our modern aſtronomers, 
adds, Beſides the fore- mentioned ſtrong probabilities, we have this far- 
ther recommendation of ſuch an account of the univerſe, that it is far 


more magnificent and wortliy of the infinite Creator, than any other of the 
narrower ichemes.? 


$ Fob, after a moſt beautiful diſſertation on the mighty works of God, 


as they are diftributed through univerſal nature, from the heights of 


heaven, to the very depths of hell, cloſes the magnificent account with 
this acknowledgment ; Lo! theſe are parts of his ways.“ Or, as the 
original word more literally ſignifies; and may, I think, be more elegantly 
rendered; 'Theſe are only the ſkirts, the very outermoſt borders of his - 
works. No more than a {mall preface to the immenſe volume of the crea- 


tion. From the Hebrew Mu Extremitates, I cannot forbear thinking, on 


the extreme and very attenuated fibres of the root, when compared with 
the whole ſubſtance of the trunk; cr on the exquiſitely ſmall ze of the 


Eapillary veſſcls, when compared with the whole ſtructure of the body. 
Fob. i 


xxvi. 14. . | „„ $ Dan; Iv. 2. | 
+ This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptural beauty; 
and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation ; made by that learned, 
ag, bh . | BETS ſagacious, 


— Sas 2 os. AW 


why 


„ 


* 


2 C0 ww — 


we 


THE? STARRY HEAVENS. 245 
Thou, moſt ſublime and incomprehenſibly glorious 
God, how am I overwhelmed with awe ! how ſunk into 
the loweſt proſtration of mind! when I conſider thy 


excellent greatneſs, and my own utter inſignificancy! 


And have I, exceſſively mean as I am, have I enter- 


| tained any conceited apprehenſions of mytelf? Have I 


felt the leaſt elatement of thought in the preſence of ſo 


_ majeſtic and adorable a Being? How ſhouid this wound 


me with ſorrow, and cover me with confuſion! O my 


God, was I poſſeſſed of all the perfections which 


accompliſh and adorn the angels of light, amidit all 
theſe noble endowments I would fall down in the deepeſt. 
abaſement at thy feet. Loſt in the intinitely ſuperior 


blaze of thy uncreated glories, I would conteſs myſelf 


to be nothing; to be lets than nothing, and vanity, 
How much more ought I to maintain the molt unteigned 


| humiliation before thy Divine Majeſty, who am not 


only duſt and aſhes, but a compound of ignorance, im- 
perfection, and depravity! J 
While, beholding this vaſt expanſe, I learn my own 
extreme meanneſs, I would alto diſcover the abject lit- 
tleneſs of all terreſtrial things. What is the earth, 
with all her oftentatious ſcenes, compared with this aſ- 
toniſhingly grand furniture of the ſkies? What, but a 
dim ſpeck, hardly perceivable in the map of the uni- 
verſe? It is obſerved by a very judicious writer,“ 


That if the ſun himſelf, which enlightens this part of 


the 


fagacious, and devout expoſitor, Vitringa. Iſa. xl. 15. We find it written 
of the Supreme Being, that he taketh up the iſles as a very little thing, 
Which, our critic obſerves, is neither aniwerable to the import of the 
original, nor conſonant to the ſtructure of the diſcourſe, The prophet had 
no intention to inform mankind, what the Almighty could do, with regard 
to the iſlands, if he pleaſed to exert uncontroulable power. His deſign 

was to ſhew, how inſignificant, or rather what mere nothings they are, 
In his eſteem, and before his Majeſty. + The iſlands,” ſays he, though 1a 
ſpacious, as to afford room for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode ot 
nations; though ſo ſtrong as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, 
the raging and reiterated aſſaults of the whole watry World; are yet, be- 
fore the adored Jehovah, ſmall as the minuteſt grain, which the eye can 
ſcarce diſcern, light as the feathered mote, which the leaſt breath hurries 
away like a tempeſt.—- da e Injule ſunt ut leve quid, quod avolat. 

The deep-rooted iſlands are as the volatile atom, which, by the gentleſt 
undulations of the air, is wafted to and fro in perpetual agitalion.“ 

A 35 * Spect, Vol. VIII. No. 565. 
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the creation, was extinguiſhed, and all the hoſt of pla- 


netary worlds, which move about him, were annihi- 


| lated, they would not be miſſed, by an eye that can 


take in the whole compaſs of nature, any more than a 
grain of {and upon the ſea ſhore. The bulk of which 


they conſiſt, and the ſpace which they occupy, is ſo ex- 
ceedingly little in compariſon of the whole, that their 


loſs would fcarce leave a blank in the immenſity of 


God's works, If then, not our globe only, but this 
whole ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive, what is a Kking- 
dom, or a country? What are a few lordfhips, or the 


ſo much admired patrimonies of thoſe who are ſtiled 


wealthy ?F When I meaſure them with my own little 


pittance, they {well into proud and bloated dimenſions; 
but, when I take the univerſe for my ſtandard, how 


icanty is their ſize, how contemptible their figure! 


They ſhrink into pompous nothings. Tf 
When the keen-eyed eagle ſoars above all the feathered 
race, and leaves their very fight below; when ſhe wings 


her way, with dirc& aſcent, upon the ſteep of heaven; 
and, ſteadily gazing on the meridian ſun, accounts its 


beaming ſplendors all her own ; does ſhe then regard, 
with any tolicitude, the mote that is flying in the air, 
or the duſt which ſhe ſhook from her feet? And ſhall 


this eternal mind, which is capable of contemplating 
its Creator's glory, which is intended to enjoy the vi- 
ſions of his countenance ; ſhall this eternal mind, en- 
dued with ſuch great capacities, and made for ſuch ex- 


alted ends, be ſo ignobly ambitious, as to ſigh for the 


tinſels of ſtate 3 or ſo poorly covetous, as to graſp after 
ample territories on a needle's point ? No; under the 


influence of ſuch conſiderations I feel my ſentiments 
expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn of ſublimity. 


My throbbing deſires after worldly grandeur die away 
and I find myſelf, if not poſſeſſed of power, yet ſupe- 


rior to its charms. Too long, mult I own, have my 
5 e | | 5 affections 
d Juvat inter ſidera vagantem divitum pavimenta ridere, et totam cum auro 


ſuo terram. Sen. 


+ Terrella grandia inania. Watts's Hor, Lyr, 


* Poa. wh $2 N ” — n — ” me . 8 
1 . Op Iprogpe os Tre DE Dur 8 
5 


CCC m e HEE Sc 
s 


ür STARRY HEAVENS. 4351 
affections been pinioned by vanity, and immured in 
this earthly clod. But theſe thoughts break the ſhackle.|} 
Theſe objects open the door of liberty. My ſoul, fired 
by ſuch noble proipects, weighs anchor from this little - 
nook, and coaſts no longer about its contracted ſhores, 


doats no longer on its painted ſhells. The immenſity 
of things is her range; and an infinity of bliſs is her 


aim. „5 „ 8 | 
Behold this immenſe expanſe, and admire the conde- 

ſcenſion of thy God. In this manner an inſpired and 

princely aſtronomer improved his ſurvey of the noctur- 


nal heavens. * When I conſider thy heavens, even the 
works of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars which 


thou haſt ordained 3* I am ſmitten with wonder at thy 
glory, and cry out, in a tranſport of gratitude, Lord, 

what is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the ſon 
of man, that thou viſiteſt him?'t How amazing, how _ 
charming, is that divine benignity, which is pleaſed 


to bow down its ſacred regards to ſo fooliſh and worth- 5 


leſs a creature! Vea, diſdains not, from the height of 
infinite exaltation, to extend its kind providential care 


to our moſt minute concerns! This is amazing, But 


that the everlaſting Sovereign ſhould give his Son to be 


made fleſh, and become our Saviour! Shall I call it a 
miracle of condeſcending goodneſs? Rather, what are 


all miracles, what are all myſteries, to this ineffable 
gift! . 8 ; | 


Had the brigheſt archangel been commiſſioned to 


come down, with the olive- branch of peace in his hand, 
ſignifying his eternal Maker's readinels to be reconciled; 


on our bended knees, with tears of joy, and a torrent 
of thankfulneis, we ought to have received the tran- 


ſporting news. But when, inſtead of ſuch an angelic 
| | | _ envoy, 
I The foul of man was made to walk the ſkies, CERT 
Delightful outlet of her priton here! | 
There, diſincumber'd from her chains, the ties 
Of toys terreſtrial, ſhe can rove at large; 
There freely can reſpire, dilate, extend, | 55 
In full proportion let looſe all her powers. = 
| Mb Thoughts, No. IX, 
1 Pſal. viii. 354. wy 5 © EAN 
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: envoy, he ſends his only-begotten Son, his Son, beyond 


all thought illuſtrious, to make us the gracious overt. 
ture, ſends him from the © habitation of his holineſs and 


glory, ' to put on the infirmities of mortality, and dwell 


i a tabernacle of clay; ſends him, not barely to make 
us a tranſient viſit, but to abide many years in our infe- 


rior and miſerable world; ſends him, not to exerciſe 


dominion over monarchs, but to wear out his life in the 
ignoble form of a ſervant; and, at laſt, to make his 
exit under the infamous character of a malefactor! Was 
ever love like this? Did ever grace ſtoop ſo low? 
Should the fun be ſhorn of all his radiant honours, and 
degraded into a clod of the valleys ; ſhould all the dig- 


nitaries of heaven be depoſed from their thrones, and 
| degenerate into inſects of a day; great, great would be 


the abaſement. But nothing to thine, molt bleſſed Jeſus 


nothing to thine, Thou Prince of Peace l when, for 
us men, and for our ſalvation, Thou didſt not abhor 
tbe coarſe accommodation of a manger; Thou didit 


not decline even the gloomy horrors of the grave. 


Pils well the facred oracles have given this doctrine 1 
the moſt explicit confirmation, and evidence quite in- 
conteſtible; otherwiſe, a favour ſo undeſerved, ſo un- 


expected, 


This reminds me of a very noble piece of ſacred oratory, where, in 2 
fine ſeries of the moit beautiful gradations, the apoſtle diſplays the admir- 
ably condeſcending kindneſs of our Saviour. He thought it no robbery, it 
was his indiſputable right, to be equal with the infinite, ſ{elf-exiftent, im- 
mortal Ged. Yet, in mercy to ſinners, he empticd himſelf of the incom- 
municable honours, and laid afide the robes of incomprehenſible glory, 
When he entered upon his mediatorial tate, inſtead of acting in the grand 
capecity of univerſal Sovereign, he took upon him the form of a ſervant, 
and not the torm of thote minitering ſpirits, whoſe duty is dignity itſelf; 
who are throned, though adoring. He took not on him the nature of an- 
gels, but ſtooped incomparably lower; aſſumed a body of animated duſt, 
and was made in the likeneſs of men; thoſe inferior and depraved crea- 
tures. Aſtonithing condeſcenſion! but not ſufficient for the overflowing 
richnefs of the Redeemer's love. For, being found in faſhion as a man, 
he humbled himſc!f farther ſtill; occupied the loweft place, where all 


Was low and ignobic. He not only ſubmitted to the yoke of the law, but 
alio bore the infirmities, and miniſtered to the neceſſities, of mortals. He 


even waſhed the feet of others, and had not where to lay his own head. 


Vea, he carried his meritorious humiliation to the very deepeſt degrees 
of poſſible abaſement. He became obedient unto death. And not to a 
common or natural death, but a death more infamous than the gibhet ; 
more torturous than the rack; even the accurſed death of the croſs, Phil, 
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expeQed, and rich beyons all imagination, might ſtag- 


ger our belief. Could ite, who launches all thete plane 
ers ; 


tary globes through the illimitable void, and leads 


them on, from age to age, in their extenſive carcer ; | 


could He reign his hands to be confined by the gird- 
ing cord, and his back to be plowed by the bluody _ 
ſcourge? Could He, who crowns all the ſtars with in— 


extinguiſhable brightneſs, be himſelf defiled with ſpit- 


ting, and disfigured with the thorny ſcar? It is the 


greateſt of wonders, and yet the ſureſt of truths, _ 


O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of the ; 


_ ſky; I wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt di- 
menſions, and ample circuits. But now my amazement 


ceaſes; or rather, is intirely ſwallowed up by a much 
more ſtupendous ſubject. Methinks your enormous 
bulk is ſhrivelled to an atom, your prodigious revolu- 
tions are contracted to a ſpan; while I muſe upon the 


far more elevated heights, and unfathomable depths, 


the infinitely more extended lengths, and unlimited 


breadths, cf this Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus — 
Contemplating this ſtately expanſe, I fee a mirror, 


which repreſents, in the molt awful colours, the hein- 
ouſnels of human guilt. Ten thouſand volumes, wrote 
on purpoſe to diſplay the aggravations of y various 
acts of diſobedience, could not tio effectually convince 


me of their inconceivable enormity, as the conſideration 


of that all-glorious perſon zt who, to make an atone- 
nent for them, ipilt the laſt drop of his blood. Z 


have ſinned, may every chili of Adam tay; and 
what ſhall I do unto Thee, O Thou obſerver of men?“ 


Shall I give my firſt born for my tranlgreſſion, th, 


fruit of my body for the fin of my foul? Vain com 


mutation! and ſuch as would be rejected by the bleſſey 


God, 


„ Ppb. iii. 18, 19. 


1 Pup quiſque altius aſeendit in aguitione Chr ilti, es profundius peccati atrecita- 


tem cognoſtet. | ; : : | 
$ 7eb. vii. 20. Not preſerver, as it ſtands in our verſion, but Obſerver 
of men. Which Fc as it denotes the exact and inceflant inſp2Qion 


of the divine eye; as it intima'es ihe abſolute: mpoſſibility, that any tranſ- 
Ereſſion ſhould eſcape the divine notice; 15 evidently moſt proper, both a 
aſſi gn the ceaton, and heighten the emphaſis of the context. 
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254  CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
God, with the utmoſt abhorrence. Will all the poten- 
tates, that (way the ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, 
devote their royal and honoured lives to reſcue an ob- 
noxious creature from the ſtroke of vengeance? Alas! 
it muſt colt more, incomparably more, to expiate the 
malignity of fin, and fave a guilty wretch from hell. 
Will all the principalities of Heaven be content to al- 


ſume my nature, and reſign themſelves to death for my | 


pardon ?* Even this would be too mean a ſatisfaction 
for inexorable juſtice; too ſcanty a reparation of God's 
injured honour. So flagrant is human guilt, that nothing, 
but a victim of infinite dignity could conſtitute an ade- 
quate propitiation. He who ſaid, * Let there be light, 
and there was light;* Let there be a firmament, and 
immediately the blue curtains floated in the ſky ; He, 
muſt take fleſh z He muſt feel the fierce torments of cru- 
cifixion; and pour out his ſoul in agonies, if ever ſuch 
tranſgreſſors are par done. 
Ho valt is that debt, which all the wealth of both 
the Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated that habit of 
) 8 e body, 


Million ſets this thought in a very poctical and ſtriking light. All tbe 
ſanctities of heaven ſtand round the throne of the Supreme Majeſty. Ge4 
foreſees and foretels the fall of man; the ruin which will unavoidably 
enſue on his tranſgreſſion; and the utter impoſſibility of his being able 
to extricate himſelf from the abyſs of miſery. - 1 
„„ He, with his Whole poſterity, muſt die; 
Die he, or Juſtice muſt; unlets for him 
Some other able, and as willing pay 
| The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. | 1 
After which affecting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt tender 
emotions ot pity; the follow ing enquiry is addreſſed to all the ſurround- 
ing angels: „ | 
| Say, heav'nly powers, where ſhall we find ſuch love? 
Which of you will be mortal, to redeem 
Man's mortal crime? and die, the dead to ſave? 
He aſk'd; but ali the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, 
And filence was in heaven -— | | | 
There is, to me at leaf, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty in the laſt cir- 
cumſfance. That ſuch an innumerable multitude of generous and com- 
paſſionate beings, thould be ſtruck dumb with ſurprize and terror, at the 
very mention of the deadiy forfeiture and ranſom ſet! No language is ſo 
e'0q ent as tis ſilence. Words could not poſſibly have expreſſed, in ſo 
emp :atical a manner, the dreadful nature of the taſk; the abſolute inabi- 
lity of any or all creatures to execute it; the ſuper-eminent and match-. 
leis love of the eterna! Son, in undertaking the tremendous work; not 
only without reluctance, but unſoueht and unimplored; with readineſs, 
alacricy, and delight. Paradiſe L, Book III. Line 209. Edit, Bend, 
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body, which all the drugs produced by Nature herſelf 


cannot rectiſy! But how much more ruined was thy | 
condition, O my foul | how much more heinous were 


thy crimes ! fince nothing leſs than the ſufferings and 
death of the Meſſiah, the Son of Goa, and radiant image 


of his glory, could effect thy recovery, or cancel thy 


iniquity Though, perhaps, thou art not ſunk ſo very: - 
deep in pollution as ſome of the moſt abandoned pro- 
fligates; yet remember the ineſtimable ranſom paid to 
redeem thee from everlaſting deſtruction. Remember 


this; and * never open thy mouth any more, '* either to 


murmur at the divine chaſtiſements, or to glory in thy 


own attainments. Remember this; and even “ loath 


 thytelf T for the multitude of thy provocations, and 


thy great baſeneſs. 1 OD 3 
Once more, let me view this beautiful, this magnifi- 


cent expanſe, and conceive ſome juſter apprehenſions 


of the unknown richneis of my Sawvur's atonement. 


I 'am informed by a writer, who cannot miſtake, that 


the High-prieſt of my proteſſion, who was alſo the ſa- 


_ crifice for my fins, is higher than the heavens ;'$ 
more exalted in dignity, more bright with glory, than 
all the heavenly mannons, and all their illuſtrious inha- 


bitants. If my heart was humbled at the conſidera- 
tion of its exceſſive guilt, how do all my drooping 


powers revive at this delightful thought! The poor 
criminal, that ſeemed to be tottering on the very brink 
of the infernal pit, is raiſed, by ſuch a belief, even to 


the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf- abaſement, I truſt, 


will always continue; but my fears, under the influ- 


ence of ſuch a conviction, are quite gone. I do not, 
| . 5 * 2 I cannot, 


* Ezek. Xvi. 63. t Ezek. xxxvi. 31. $ Heb, vii. 26. 

1 am ſorry to find, that ſome of my readers were a little diſpnited at 
this expreſſion. © My fears are quite gone.“ As thinking it diſcovered 
a tinture of arrogance in the Writer, and tended to diſcourage the weak 
Chriſtian. But, I hope, a more mature conſideration will acquit me from 


both theſe charges. For, what h.s the author ſaid? Only, that at ſame 
peculiarly np $4 moments, when the Holy Ghott bears witnets of Chr in 
dis heart, and he 


is favoured witi a glimpſe of the Redcemer's matchleſs 


excellency; that, in theſe brighter intervals of life, his trembling fears, 
with regard to the deciſive ſentence of the great tribunal, are turned into 
| „ „ 85 pleaſing 
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J cannot, doubt the efficacy of this propitiation, 
While I ſee a glimpſe of its matchleſs excellency, and 


veriiy believe mylelf interetted in its merits, I know 
not wit it is to {cel any miſgiving ſuſpicions, but am 


— 


ſtedfuſt in faith, and joyſul through hope. 


Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 


here is more than full payment fer all that prodigious 
lum, Let the enemy of mankind, and accuſer of the 
brethren, Joad me with invectives; this one plea, a di- 
vine Redeemer died, moſt thoroughly quaſhes every in- 
dictment. For, though there be much turpitude, and 

maniſold tranſgreſſions, there is no condemnation to 


thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſiis. Nay, were I chargeable 
with all the vileſt deeds which have been committed in 
every age of the world, by every nation of men; even 


in this moſt deplorable cate I need not fink into deſpair, 


Even ſuch guilt, though grieveus beyond all expreſſion, 


is not to be compared with that abundance of grace and 


righteouſneſs which dwell in the incarnate divinity, 
How great, how tranſcendently glorious, are the per- 


fections of the adored Feb So great, fo ſuperla- 


tively precious, is the expiation of the dying Jeſus. 


Tis in potlible for the human mind to exalt this atone- 


ment ꝓ too highly; it is impoſſible for the humble peni- 


tent to confide in it too ſteadily. The Scriptures, 
the ſcriptures of eternal truth, have ſaid it (exult, 


pleaſing expectations. And what is there in ſuch a declaration, offenſive 


to the ſtricteſt mode y, or diſpiriting to the weakett. believer? Inſtead of 


creating diicourazement, it points out the way to obtain a ſettled tran- 
quillity. Its naturz. tendency is, to en ape ihe Icrious. mind in a more 
contant and attentive meditation on t e unknown merits of the di ine 
Me-1iatr. And were we more thoroughly acquainted, more deeply affected, 


With his unutterable dignity; I am perſuaded, our ancaty apprehenfions 


would proyertionably vanithz our faith be eftablithed, our hopes bright- 
ened, and our Joys inlarged, BH 5 at 
t This docti ine, though rich with conſolation to the ruined ſinner; yet, 
is it not likeiy to open a door lor licent.outnels; and embolden tranſgrei- 
ſors to proſecute their vices? No: it is the moſt powertul motive to that 
genuine 1epentance, which flows from an unfeigned love of Ged, and ope- 


kaltes in a hearty detedation of all fin. Ore, who knew the unmeaſurable 
goodneſs of the Lord, and was no ſtranger to the ſinful perverienets of our 


nature, ſays---* There is mercy with 'Thee: therefore ſhalt thou be fearcd, 
Pſal. exxx. 4. Words, full to my purpoſe; which at once add the higheſt 
authority to this ſentiment, and direct our minds to its proper influences 


and due improvement. 
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my ſoul, in the belief of it!) that the blood on which 
we rely, is God's own blood; and therefore all- fuſhcient 
to expiate, omnipotent to ſave. 

David, that egregious ſinner, but more  cronplicy | 
ſaint, ſeems to have been well acquainted with this 
comfortable truth. What elſe can be the import of 
that very remarkable, but moſt devont declaration ? 
4 Thou ſhalt purge me 1 with hyſſop, and I ſhall be 
clean: thou ſhalt waſh me, and I thall be whiter than 
ſnow. I have been guilty, I mult conteſs, of the moſt. 
complicated and ſhocking crimes; crimes, inflamed 
by every aggravating circumſtance, with regard to my- 
ſelf, my neighbour, and my God. Myſelt, who have 
been bleſſed Above men, and the diſtinguiſhed favourite 


D 
of Providence! my neighbour, who, in the molt dear 


and tender intereſts, has been irreparably injured ; my 


Ged, who might juſtly expe& the moſt grateful returns 
of duty, inſtead of ſuch enormous violations of his 
law. Vet, all horrid and execrable as my offence is, it 
is nothing to the ſuperabundant merit of that great 
Redeemer, who was promiſed from the foundations of 
the world ; in whom all my tathers truſted; who is the 
hope of all the ends of the earth, The ugh my con- 
ſcience be more loathſome, with adulterous impurity, 
than the dunghill ; though treachery and miurder have 


rendered it even black as the gloom ot hell; yet, waſhed 


in the “ fountain opened tor fin and for uncleannels,” 


1 ſhall be—l fay not, pure only, this were a diſparage- 
ment to the efficacy of my Saviour's death, — but I ſhu}l 

be fair as the lily, and white as ſnow. Nay, let me 
not derogate from the glorious object of my confidence; 


cleanſed by this ſovereign ſanctify ing itream, I ſhall be 


fairer than the full- blown Wy2_v whiter than the new 


fallen lnows.“ | | 
V 3 | © Power,” 


t P/al. li. 7. Thou ſalt. eurge. I prefer this tranſlation before the new 


one; 'becaule this peaks the janguage of a more ſtedſan belief, and gives 
the higheſt honour to the divine goodneis, Were the words intended to 


dear no more than the common pz=tilionary ſenſe; and not to be expretiive 


of a nobler plerophery of faith; they Would rather have been-- ANA 


and bn raden, not futures, 


WT CONTEMPLATIONS ON | 
Power, faith the ſcripture, © belongeth unto God.“ 


And in what majeſtic lines is this attribute of Jehovah _ 


written throughout the whole volume of the creation! 


eſpeciaily through thoſe magnificent pages unfolded 


in yonder ftarry regions; which are therefore ſtiled, 


by the ſweet and ſeraphic ſinger of Ifrael, The fir- 
mament of his power.“ Becauſe the grand exploits 
of Omnipotence are there diſplayed with the utmoſt _ ' 


pomp, and rec rded in the mioſt l-gible characters. | 

Who, that looks upwards to the midnight ſky, and, 
with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling wonders, who 
can forbear enquiring, Of what were thoſe mighty 


orbs formed? Amazing to relate! they were produced 


without materials; they ſprung from emptinets itſelf. 


The ſtately fabric of univerſal nature emerged out of 


nothing. What inſtruments were uſed by the ſupreme 


Architect to faſhion the parts with ſuch exquilite nice- 
nels, and give fo beautiiul a poliſh to the whole? How 
was all connected into one finely-proportioned and no- 
bly-finiſhed ſtructure? A bare fiat accompliſhed all, 


„Let them be,* ſaid God, He added no more, and 


immediately the marvellous edifice aroſe ; adorned with 


every beauty; diſplaying innumerable per{e&ions ; and 
declaring, amidſt enraptui ed ſeraphs, its great Creator's 


praiſe. By the word of the Lord were the heavens 


made, and all the hoſt of them by the breath of his 


mouth. f What forceful machinery fixed ſome of thoſe 


ponderous globes on an immoveable bafis ? What irre- 


tiſtible impulſe bowled others through the circuit of 


the heavens? What coercive energy confined their impe- 


MAL Man” ; al et. 


lf this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuffered to ennoble 


the next paragraph; it is partly, becauſe of its une zualled ſublimi— 
ty; partly, becauſe it awakens the mom grand idea of creating power; 
and partly, becauſe the practice of the Plalmiſt, an authority too great 


to be controverted, is my precedent, The beautiful lanza quoted from 


P/al. xxxiii. 6. is a proof, how thoroughly the royal poet entered into 
the majety of the Moſaic rarration, The rapeti'ion of the ſentiment, 
ver. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was charmed with that noble man- 
ner of deſcribing the divine operations. While t:e turn of his own com- 
poſition {hews, how perfectly he poſteffed the fame elevated way of think» 
ing. And this, long before Longinus wrote tte celebrated treatife, which 
has taught the Heathen, as weil as the Chr:itian world, to admire the dig- 
nity vi Lhe Je wiſh legillator's tile, Vid. Login, de Sublim, Scct. IX. 


tuous 


n 


to Exccute. Chap, xlii. 2. 
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tuous courſes, within limits aſtoniſhingly large, yet 
moſt minutely tine? Nothing but his ſovereion will. 


For all things were at {rt conſtituted, and all to this 
day abide, according to his ordinance, : | 


Without any toilſon:e aft:duity or laborious procels, 


to 1ai{z, to touch, to ſpeak ſuch a multitude of immenſe 
bodies into being; to launch them through the {paces of 


the K, as an arrow from the hand of a giant; to im- 


preſo on ſuch unwieldy mailes motion, far outſtrip- 
ping the iwiftneſs of the winged creation; and to 


continue them in the (ame rapid whul. tor thouſfands 
and thouſands of years. What an amazing inftance of 


infinite might is this! Can any thing be impoſſi- 


ble to the Lord. the Lord God; the Creator and Con- 
trouler of all the nds of the carih, all the regions 
of the univerſe ? 'cather, is not all that we count diffi- 


cult, perfect eaſe to that glorious Being, Wo only 
ſpake, and the world was made?F Who only gave 


command, and the ſtupendous axle was lodged tait, the 


| lofty wheels moved complete? What a ſure defence, O 
my ſoul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy God! Be 


this is thy continual refuge in the article of danger; this 


thy never-failing reſource in time of nee. 


What cannot this uncontroulable power of the 
great Jehova effect for his ptople ? Be their miſeries 
ever ſo galling, cannot this God relieve them ? Be 
their wants ever ſo numerous, cannot rl is God ſup- 


ply them? Be their corruptions within ever fo inve- 


terate, or their temptations without ever fo 1mpor- 
tunate, cannot this mighty, mighty God ſubdue the 


former, and fortify them againſt the latter? Should 


„ trials, 
To give one inſtance of this remark. The carth, in the diurnal revo- 
Jution which it pertorms on its own axis, whir!s about at the rate of 
above a thoutand miles an hour, And as the great orbit, which it de- 
ſcribes, annually round the ſun, is reckoned at 540 millions of miles, it 
muſt travel near a million and a half each day. What a force mutt be re- 


-quifite to protrade fo vaſt a globe, and wheel it on, loaded as it is with 


huge mountains, and ponderous rocks, at ſuch a prodigio!s degree of ra- 
Pididy ! It ſurpaſſes human conception! How natnral, how pertinent, how _ 
al moſt neceflary, after ſuch an obſervation, is the acknowledgment made 

by holy e! I know that Thou canjt ds every thing, and that no thought, no 


+» * 


imaginable ſcheme, can be with-kolden from thee, can lie beyond thy power 


+ Pſal, xxxiii. 9, 
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trials, with an incefſant vehemence, fitt thee as wheat; : 


ſhould tribulation, with a weight of woes, almoſt grind 
thee to powder; ſhould plcaſure, with her bewitching 
ſmiles, ſolicit thee to delicious ruin; yet, „hold thee 
faſt by God,” and lay thy help upon him, that is omni- 
potent.“ Thou canſt not be involved in ſuch calami- 
tous circumitances, or expoſed to tuch imminent peril ; 
but thy God, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to deliver thee 
from the one, and to ſupport thee under the other. To 
ſupport! to deliver! Let nie not diſhonour the unli- 
mited greatneſs of his power. He is able to exalt thee, 


from the deepeſt diſtreſs, to the moit triumphant joy; 


and to make even a complication of evils work toge- 
ther for thy everlaſting good. He is able, not only to 
accompliſh what I have been ſpeaking, but to do exceed- 
1 LY 3 | | ing 
\_._ ®T It is a moſt charming deſc!iption, as well as a mot comfortable pro- 
miſe, whicn we find in T1/a. xl. 20, 30, 31 He giver!) power to the feeble; 
and to them that have no might at ali, Ke not only inipricth, but increaſeth 


firengths making it abound where it did not ſo much as exit, Without _ 


this aid of Fehwwah, even the youths,” amidit the very prime of their vigour 


and at:vity, thal! become lang u id in tgeir work, and weary in their courie. 


And the young men, 1a whole reſolution and abilities nothing ſeemeth im- 
pPracticable, ſhail not only not ſucceed, but utterly fail, and mifcarry in 
their various enterpriſes. Whereas, they that wait upon the Lord, and 


confide in his grace, ſhall preſs on, with a generous ardyur, trom one de- 


ree of religious improvement to another. Inftead of exhauiting, they 
all renew their trength; difficulties ſh.ll animate, and toil invigorate 
them. They ſhail mount up, as with ſoaring wings, above all oppoſiton: 
they ſhall be carried through every diicouragement, as eagles cleave the 


yielding air. They ſhall run, with ſpeed and alacrity, the way of Ged's _ 


commandments, and not be weary : they iha'l hold on, ( prog redientur, 


carpent iter ) with conſtancy and perſeverance, in ihoſe peaceful paths, and 


not taint; but arrive at the end of their progreſs, and receive the prize of 
their high calling. 


To this mot chearing doctrine, permit me to add its no leſs beautiful 
and delightful contraſt, Eliphaz, ſpeaking of the enemies of the righteous, 


ſays- Dp TM) No. — which is rendered by a great critic in ſacred 


learning, Nihil exciſum factio nobis adverſaria, We ſhould reckon our lan- 


guage acquitted itſelf tolerably Well, if, when depreciating the abilities of 


an adveriary, it ſhould repreſent them weak as the ſcorched thread, feeble 


as the diflolving ſmoke, But theſe arc cold forms of ſpeech, compared 


with the eloquence of the eaſt. According to the genius of our bible, all 


the power that oppoſes the godly is a mere nothing: or, to ſpeak with a 
more emp! at ical air of contempt, a deitroyed, an extirpa'ed nothing. Ad- 
mire this expreſſion ye that are charmed with caring images, and (what 


Tully calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing diction, Kemember this 
declaration, ye that figut the good fight of faith. Ine united force of all 


your enemies, be it ever ſo formidable to the eye of fleth, is, before your 
_ almighty guardian, Nil nibili mum, not only nothing, but leis than nothing, 
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ing abundantly above all that we can aſk or think. 
Ol the wretched condition of the wicked, who have 


this Lord of all power for their enemy! O! the deipe- 
rate madneſs of the ungodly, who provoke the Almigh- 


ty to jealouſy | Beſotted creatures! are you able to 


contend with your Maker, and enter the liſts againit in- 
cenſed Omnipotence? Can you bear the fierceneſs of his 


wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of his lifted arm? At 
his preſence, though awfully fcrene, the hills melt like 


wax, and the © mountains ſkip like frighted lambs.” 


At the leaſt intimation of his diſpleaſure, the founda- : 
tions of nature rock, and the * pillars of heaven trem- 


ble.“ How then can a withered leaf endure, when © his 


lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a devour- 


ing fire?' Or can any thing ſcreen a guilty worm, when 
the great and terrible God ſhall whet his glittering ſword, 


and his hand take hold on inexorable judgment? When 


that hand, which ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceſſive 


bulk, with ſuch ſurpriſing rapidity through the ſky, _ 
that hand, which darts the comets to ſuch unmeaſur- 
able diftances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, 
beyond the purſuit of the ſtrongeſt eye; when that hand 

is ſtretched out to puniſh, can the munition of rocks, 
the intervention of ſcas, or even interpoſing worlds, 
divert the blow ? Coniider this, Ambition, and bow w- 


thy haughty creit. Conſider this, Diſobedience, and 


II ſhould, in this place, avo d ſwelling the notes any farther, was it 
not to take notice of the inimitable paſſa e quoted above, and to be found 
Eob. iii. 203 which, if 1 do not greatly miſtake, is the mot complete 
_ Teprelentatio of divine power, that it is poſſible tor words to frame. Jo 
do all that our tongues can alk, is a miracle of might. But we often think 
more than we can expreſs, and are actuated with © groanings un.:tterable,” 
Yet, to anſwer theſe vaſt defires, is not beyond the accompliſhment of our 
heavenly Father. Nay, to male his gifts and his bleſſings commenturate 
to the Jargeit ſtretch of human expectations, is a {mall thing with the God 


of glory, He is able to do above all tha: the moſt enlarged apprehenſion _ 


can imagine; yr a, io do abundantiy more, exceeding abundanily more, 


than the mind ittelf, in the ut" oft exertion of all its faculties, is capable 


of wiſhing, or: knows how to co.:ceive, | : 

+ One of the planets Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than go limes as 
big as the globe on which we live. According to the ſaine caiculation, the 
largeit of the vianecs (Jupiter ) is above 200 times vaſter than this vaſt 


collection of ſpacious torefts, iowering mountains, exterfive continents, | 


and boundleſs oceans. Such enormous magnitude! winged with uch pro- 


digious ſpced! It raiſes aſtonihment beyond expreſſion. [ith God 1s ter- 
rible Majeſy! Fob. xxxvii. 22. Who ſhall not fear Tbee, O Lord, and glorify 


thy name. Rev. xv. 4. 
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bend thy iron finew. O! conſider this, all ye that for- 
get, or affront, the tremendous Fehowah. He can, by 
a ſingle act of his will, lay the univerſe in utter ruin; and 
can he want power, to bring you, in a moment, in the 


twinkling of an eye, to the duſt of death, or to the flames 


of hell? He has, I ſay not, ten thouſand lightnings, to 


ſcorch you to aſhes ; ten thouſand thunders, to cruſh you 
into atoms; but what is unſpeakably more dreadtul, He 


has an army of terrors even in the look of his angry 


countenance. His very frown is wort: than deſtruction, 


J cannot diſmiſs this ſubje& without admiring the 


7 patience of the bleſſed God; who, though ſo ſtrong 
and powerful, yet © is provoked every day.“ Surely, as 
is his majeſty, ſo is his mercy ; his pity altogether com- 


menſurate to his power. It I vility but the name of 
an earthly monarch, I loſe my liverty, and am confined 


to the dungeon, If I appear in arms, and draw the 
ſword, againſt my national ſovereign, my lite is for- 
feited, and my very blood will ſcarce atone for the crime. 
But Thee I have diſhonoured, O! Thou King immor- 


tal and inviſible! Againſt thee my breaſt has tomented 
ſecret diſaffection; my behaviour has riſen up in open 
rebellion ; and yet I am ſpared, yet I am preſerved. 
Inſtead of being baniſhed 5 thy preſence, I ſit at 
thy table, and am fed from thy hand. Inſtead of pur- 


ſuing me with thunder-bolts of vengeance, thy tavours 
| ſurround me on every fide, That arm, that injured 

arm, which might juſtly fall, with irretrievable ruin, 
on atraitor's head; is moſt graciouſly ſtretched out, to 


careſs him, with the tendereſt endearments; to cheriſh 
him with every iiſtance of parental kindneſs. O! 


thou mightieſt, thou beſt of Beings, how am I pained 


at my very ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and odious diſinge- 
nuity! Let me always abominate myſelt as the baſeſt 
of creatures, but adore that unwearied long-tuffering 
of thine which refuſes to be irritated ; love that unre 


mitted goodneſs, which no acts of ingratitude could 
ſtop, or ſo much as check, in its gracious current. O! 
let this ſtubborn heart, which duty could not bind, 


; which 
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prophet's preciſe idea. 
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which threatenings could not awe, be the captive, the 
willing captive, of ſuch triumphant beneficence. y 
I have often been ſtruck with wonder at that almighty 
{kill, which weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the 
hills in a balance; which proportioned the waters in the 
hollow of its own hand, and adjuſted the duſt of the 
earth f by a meaſure. But how much more marvellous 
is that magnificent ceconomy, which poiſed the ſtars 
with inexpreſhble nicety, and meted out the heavens 
with a ſpan! Where all is prodigiouſly vaſt, immenſely 
various, and yet more than mathematically exact. 
Surely, the wiſdom of God manifeſts itſelf in the ſkies, 
and ſhines in thoſe lucid orbs ; ſhines on the contem- 
plative mind, with a luſtre incomparably brighter than 
that which their united ſplendors tranſmit to the eye. 
Behold yonder countleſs multitude of globes; confider 
their amazing magnitude; regard them as the ſovereigns 
of ſo many ſyſtems, each accompanied with his plane- 
tary equipage. Upon this ſuppoſition, what a multi- 
plicity of mighty ſpheres muſt be perpetually running 
their rounds in the upper regions! Yet none miſtake 
their way, or wander from the goal, though they paſs 
through trackleſs and unbounded fields: none fly off 
from their orbits, into extravagant excurſions z none 
preſs in upon their centre with too near an approach : 
none interfere with each other in their perennial paſ- 
ſage; or intercept the kindly communications of ano- 
| 55 | | 8 ther's 
t Va. xl. 12. The duſt of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripturo, ſignifies 


the dry land, or ſolid part of our globe: which is placed in contradiſtine- 
tion to the whole collection of fluid matter mentioned in the preceding 


Clauſe. Perhaps this remarkable expreſſion may be intended to intimate, 


not only the extreme niceneſs, which tated the dimenſions of the world in 
general, or in the groſs; but alſo that particular exactneſs, with which 
the very ſmalleſt materials that conſtitute its frame, (not excepting each 
individual atom,) were calculated and diſpoſed. g. 4. Tis a {mall thing 
to ſay, no ſuch enormous redundancies, as unneceſſary ridges of monn- 
tains, were ſuffered to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leaſt grain of 


and ſuperſluous, or a fingle particle of duſt deficient. As the grand aim 


of the deſcription is to celebrate the conſummaie wiſdom exemplified in 
the creation; and to ditplay that perfect proportion with which every 
part tallies, coincides, and harmoniz:s, with the whole ; | have taken leave 


to alter the word of our Englith tranilation comprehend, and introduce in its 


ſtead a term cqually fa 


ithful'to the Hebrew, and more ſigniſicative of ins 
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ther's influence ;* but all their rotations proceed in 
eternal harmony; keeping ſuch time, and obſerving 
ſuch laws, as are moſt exquilitely adapted to the per- 
fection of the whole. Fn 
While I contemplate this © excellent wiſdom, which 
made the heavens," and attunes all their motions, how 
am I abaſhed at that mixture of arrogance and folly, 
which has, at any time, inclined me to murmur at thy 
diſpenſations, O Lord! What is this, but a ſort of im- 
plicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy, and a tacit denial 
of thy infinite underſtanding ? Haſt Thou fo regularly 
placed ſuch a wonderful diverſity of ſyſtems through 
the ſpaces of the univerſe ? Didſt Thou, without any 
probationary eſſays, without any improving retouches, 
ſpeak them into the. moſt conſummate perfection? Dok 
thou continually ſuperintend all their circumſtances, 
with a ſagacity that never miſtakes the minuteſt tittle of 
propriety ? And ſhall IT be ſo unaccountably ſtupid as 
B to queſtion the juſtneſs of thy diſcernment, in chooſing 
i my inheritance, and fixing the bounds of my habita- 
 _ tion!* Not a ſingle erratum, in modelling the ſtruc- 
f | ture, determining the diſtance, f and conducting the 
4 career of unnumbered worlds! And ſhall my peeviſh 
| humour preſume to cenſure thy interpoſition with re- 
| gard to the affairs of one inconſiderable creature, whoſe 
ſtature, in ſuch a comparative view, is leſs than a ſpan ; 
a and his preſent duration little more than a moment? 
1 O] thou God, in whoſe hand my breath is, and 
1 _ Whoſe are all my ways, let ſuch ſentiments as now 
*# poſſeſs my thoughts be always lively on my heart! 
1 Oo ns NR 
*The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens very rarely. W {; 
And then is of 1o ſhort a continuance, as not to be at all inconvenient, 
_ Nay, it is attended with ſuch circumſtances, as render it rather uſeful than d. 
prejudicial. | : | tl 
4 1 The ſun in particular (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen of that mot 
# curious exactneſs with which the other celeſtial bodies are conttituted, fe 
and all their circumſtances regulated;) the ſun is formed of ſich a deter- 
_ mined magnitude, and placed at tuch a convenient diſtance, as not to 
annoy, but only refreſh us, and nouriſh the ground with its kindly warmth, 
If it was larger, it would fet the earth on hre; if ſmaller, it would leave 
it frozen. It it was nearer us, we ſhould be ſcorched to death; if farther 


| from us, we ſhould not be able to live for want of heat. 
1 8 * | Stackhmſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, 
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Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a cheerful acqui« 


eſcence, and a thankful ſubmiſſion ; even when aiflic- 


tions gall the ſenſe, or diſappointments break my 


ftchemes. Then ſhall I, like the grateful Patriarch, # 


in all the changes of iny condition, and even in the 


depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of adoring reſignation, 
and inſcribe it with the apoltle's motto, © To God only 


viſe,” Then ſhouldſt thou give me leave to be the 
carver of my own fortunes, 1 would humbly defire to 


retinquiſh the grant, and reconmit the diſpoſal of my 
ſelf to thy unerring beneficence; fully perſuaded, that 
thy counſels, though contrary to my froward inclina- 
tions, or even afflictive to my fleſh, are incomparably 


more eligible than the blind impulſe of my own will, 


however Yoothing to animal nature. 
On a careleſs inſpection, you perceive no accuracy or 


uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies; they 


appear like an illuſtrious chaos ; a promiſcuous heap of 
ſhining globes; neither ranked in order, nor moving by 
line. But what ſcems confuſion is all regularity: 


what carries a ſhow of negligence, is really the reſult 
of the moſt maſterly contrivance. You think, perhaps, 
they rove in their aerial flight; but they rove by the 


niceſt rule, and without the leaft error. Their circuits, 
though ſeemingly devious z their mazes, though intri- 
cate to our apprehenſions ;f are marked out, not indeed 
with golden compaſſes, but by the infinitely more exact 
determinations of the all wiſe Spirit. | 
So, what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotments appointed for tine godly, has really the na- 
ture of a bleſſing. It iſſues from fatherly love, and 
will terminate in the richeſt good. If Joſeph is ſnatched 
from the embraces of an indulgent parent, and aban- 
doned to ſlavery in a foreign kind: it is in order to (ave 
the holy tamily from periſhing by famine, and to pre- 


lerve + the ſeed | in whom all the nations of the earth _ 


=: 1 0 - ſhould 


o See Cn. xii, 2,8. 
F ------- Mazes intricate, | 
Fcceniriegintervoly'd; yet regular 
Then mobly when uleit fire ey ſeem, Mitar, . 


— 


266 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


mould be bleſſed. If he falls into the deepeſt a 
it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to the higheſt honours. 
Even the confinement of the priſon, by the unſearchable 


workings of Providence, opens his way to the right- 
hand of the throne itſelf. Let the moſt aMicted ſervant 


of Feſus wait the final upſhot of things. He will then 


diſcover the apparent expediency of all thoſe tribula- 


lations; which now, perhaps, he can hardly admit, 


without reluctance; or ſuffer, without ſome ſtruggles of 


diiſſatisfaction. Then the guſhing tear, and the heav- 


ing ſigh, will be turned into tides of gratitude, and 
hymns of holy wonder, | 


In the mean time, let no audacious railer preſump. 


tuouſſy impeach the Divine procedure; but, adoring 
where we cannot comprehend, let us expect the evolu- 
tion of the myſterious plan. Then ſhall every eye 
perceive, that the ſeeming labyrinths of Providence 


were the moſt direct and compendious way to effect 


his general purpoſes of grace, and to bring about each 


one's particular happineſs.* Then, alſo, ſhall it be 


clearly ſhewn, in the preſence of applauding worlds, 


why Virtue pined in want, while Vice rioted in atHu- 


ence; why amiable Innocence fo often dragged the 
dungeon chain, while horrid guilt trailed the robe of 
| ſtate, That day of univerſal audit, that day of ever- 
| laſting retribution, will not only vindicate, but magnify, 
the whole management of heaven. The augutt ſeſſions 
ſhall cloſe with this unanimous, this glorious acknow- 


ledgment: Though clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable 
by any human ſcrutiny, were ſometimes round about 
the ſupreme Conductor of things; yet righteouſneſs and 
judgment were the conſtant babitation of his ſeat, I the 
invariable ſtandard of all his adminiſtrations.“ Thus 

t 1 may illuſtrate the grandeit truths by inferior oc- 


| Currences) while we view the arras, on the fide of leaſt 


* diſtinction, 
# ..-.--.-The moral 8 1 
Wich, iougn io us it ſeems embroibd, moves on 
In hioher order; firted, and impeli'd 
By Wiſdom's finet hand, and iftuing a! i | 
3 pen'ral g good. 7 bem; In. we 1. 635. lad e edit. 


1 9 XC 14, Z. 


* „ 


try; all is clad in beauty. 


and very ) 
_ deed an illuſtrious ſcene, ſpread beiore the ſages of the Heathen world 
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diſtinction, it is void of any elegant fancy; without any 
nice ſtrokes of art; nothing but a contuſed jumble of 


incoherent threads, No looner is the piece beheld in its 


proper aſpect, but the ſuſpe&ed rudeneſs vaniſhes, and 
the molt curious arrangement takes place, We are 


| charmed with the deſigns of the fineſt taſte, and figures 


of the moſt graceful form. All is ſhaped with ſymme- 

The goodnels of God is moſt eminently diſplayed in 
the ſkies. Could we take an underſtanding ſurvey of 
whatever is formed by the Divine Architect through- 


out the whole extent of material things, our minds 


would be tranſported with their excellencies, and our 


tongues echo back that great encomium, they are good, 


very good.“ Moſt beautiful || in themſelves ; contrived 


by unerring wiſdom, and executed with inimitable ſkill. 


Moſt uſeful || in their functions; exactly fitting the 
places they fill, and completely anſwering the pur- 


poſes for which they were intended. All the parts of 


the inanimate creation proclaim, both by their intrinſic 


and relative excellencies, the all-diffuſive beneficence of 


their Maker. | 
How much more wonderful are the diſplays of divine 


indulgence in the worlds of life] Becauſe dead mat- 
ter is incapable of delight, therefore the gracious 
Creator has raiſed innumerable ranks of perceptive exiſ- 


tence; ſuch as are qualified to taſte his bounty, and 


enjoy each a happineſs ſuited to its peculiar ſtate. With 


this view he furniſhed the regions of inferior nature 
with an order and a ſeries of ſenſitive beings. The 
waters teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants, The dry 


land ſwarms with animals of every order. The dwel- 


SIG | 1 „ 
un This xanoxayatia of the univerſe, and all its parts, has been very highly 
juuly extolled by the ancient inquirers into nature; and was in- 


wherein to contemplate the goodneſs and the glories of the Supreme Being. 
It was nobly ſaid, by a Pagan philoſopher, on this occaſion; Ei; ape a 
too The 


ders, toy Otov jenoyle 1418p YEN. That God, when he un 


work of creation, transformed himſelf into love. But he necd not transform 


himſelf into this amiable principle; for Gd is love: as was much more 


nobiy {aid by one, whom that phiſopher would have termed a barbarian, 


att, or 07 
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cence. 1 The great Creator could propoſe no advantage 
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lings of the firmament are occupied by multitndes of 


winged people. Not fo much as a green leaf, philoſo- 
phers ſay, but lodges and accommodates its puny 
animalcule tenants.“ And wheretore this diverſity, 


this profuſion of living creatures ; flying the air, tread- 


Ing the ground, and gliding through the paths of the 
ſea? For this moſt glorious reaſon, that the eternal 
Sovereign may exercue his ſuperabundant goodnets ; 


that his table may be furniſhed with millions and mil- 
lions of gueſts; that he may fill, every hour, every 


moment, their mouths with food, or their hearts with 


gladneſs. 


But what a ſmall theatre are three or four elements, 


for the operations of Jehovah's bounty ! His magnifi- 


cent liberality ſcorns ſuch ſcanty limits. If you aſk, 


wherefore has he created all worlds, and repleniſhed 


them with an unknown multiplicity of beings, riſing, 
one above another, in endleſs gradation of till richer 


endowments, and ſtill nobler capacitics? The anſwer 
is, For the manifeſtation of his own glory, and eſpeci- 
ally for the communication of his inexhauſtible beneft- 


| OD : e to 
A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſubject, in- 
forms his readers, that all nature ſwarms with life. In ſubterranean cells, 


th earth heaves with vital motion, Even the hard ffone, in the very in- 


moſt receſſes of its impenetrable citadel, holds multitudes of animated in» 
habitanis. The pulp of mellow fruit, and all the productions of the or- 
chard, feed the inv Hble nations. Eaca liquid, whether of acid taftc, or 
milder reliſh, abounds with var,;ous forms of ſenſitive exittence. Nor 3s 


the pure ſtream, or tranſparent air, without their colonies of unſeen peo- 


ple. In which conftitution of things, we have a Wonderful inttance, not 
only of the divine goodnels to thoſe minute beings, in giving them a capa- 


city for animal gratificaticns; but of his tender care for mankind, in 


making them imperceptible to our ſenſes, 
| — g Tneſe conceal'd BE 
By the kind art of forming Heav'n, eſcape 
The groſſor eye of man: for, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burit, 
From cates ambrofial, and the nectar's bowl, 
He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, | 
When fiience fleeps o'er all, be ftunn'd with noiſe. 
| | Thomſ/on's Summer. 


I A facred writer, conſidering this delightful ſubje® ; and confining his 


obſervation within the narrow limits of his own country; cries out with 


a mixture of amazement and gratitude; How great is his goodneſs, and 
| bow great is his beauty! Who then can forbear being loi in wonder, and 


tranipurtcd 
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to himſelf. His bliſs is incapable of any addition. 
. © Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever the 

earth, and the world were made, he was ſupremely hap- 
py in his own independent and all-ſuſhcient felf, His 
grand defign, therefore, in erecting ſo many ſtately fa- 
bricks, and peopling them with ſo many tribes of in- 
habitants, was to tranfuſe his exuberant kindneſs, 
and impart felicity in all its forms. Ten thouſand 
worlds, ſtocked with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
ranks of ſenſitive and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo many 
ſpacious gardens ; which, with-rivers of communicated 
joy, this overflowing fountain waters continually. | 
Boundleis F and (which raiſes our idea of this divine 
principle to the very higheſt degree of perfection) dif- 
intereſted F munificence | How inexpreſſibly amiable is 
the bleſſed Ged, conſidered in this charming light! Is 
it poſſible to conceive any excellence to adorable and 
lovely as infinite Benevolence, guided by unerring 
wiſdom, and exerting almighty power, on purpole to 
make a whole univerie happy? O, my foul, what an ir- 
reſiſtible attractive is here! What a moſt worthy object 
tor thy moſt tervent affection ! Shall now every glitter- 

ing toy become a rival to this tranicendently beneficent 
Being, and rob him of thy heart? No, Let his all- 
creating arm teach thee to truſt in the fulneis of his 
jufficiency; let his all ſuperintending eye incline thee 
to acquielce in the diſpenſations of his providence z and 
let his bounty, ſo freely vouchiafed, ſo amply diffuſed, 
induce thee to love him with all the ardor of a grateful 
and admiring foul ; induce thee to ſerve him; not with 
a joyleſs awe, or ſlaviſh dread, but with unfeigned ala- 

crity, and a delightful complacency” ' 
d 1 OL, „ 
tranſported with delight; when he extends his ſurvey to thoſe infinitely 
more copious communications of Divine bounty; which, like ſalutary and 

retrething ſtreams, run through all worlds; and make, not only the little 
val'eys of a ſingle kingdom, but the immenſity of creation, laugh and fing ? 
* in this ſenſe, There is none good, but one, that is Ged. None uni- 
verfſally and eſſentially good. None whoſe goodneſs extends itſelf, in an 
Infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capab e object; or who always diſ- 
| 2 his favours from the lole principle of tree and difintereted bene · | 
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If the goodneſs of God is ſo admirably ſeen 1 in ths 5 
. of nature, and the favours of Providence; ; with 
what a noble ſuperiority does it even triumph in the 
myſtery of redemption 1+ Redemption is the brighteſt 
mirror in which to contemplate this moſt lovely attri- 
| bute of the Deity. Other gifts are only as mites from 
the divine treaſury ; but redemption opens, I had almoſt 
faid exhauſts, all the ſtores ot indujgence and grace. 
| Herein © God commendeth his love 3** not only mani- 
f teſts, but ſets it off, as it were, with every bright and 
1 grand embelliſhment . manifeſts it in ſo {iupendous a. 
i manner, that it is beyond parallel, beyond thought; 
iy © above all bleiling and praite.“ Was He not thy Son, 
f _. everlatting Ged, thy only Son; the Son of thy boſom, 
from eter: al ages; the highett object of thy complacen- 
Me | tial delight; V as nct thy love to this 2dorable Son in- 
þ comparably greater than the tendereft aftections of any, 
þ or the united affections of all, mortal parents? Was 
| not the bleſſed Jeſis more illuitrious in excellency than 
7 all angels; more exalted in dignity than all heavens? 
1 Vet didſt thou re ſign Him for poor mortals, for vile 
if ſinners ! Coulaſt thou ſee him deſcend from his royal 
thione, and take up his abode in the ſordid ſtable? 
| See him forego the homage of the ſe1aphim, and ſtand 
expoied to the reproachtul indignities of an inſolent 
abble} See him arraigned at the bar, and ſentenced to 
death; numbered with malcfactore, and nailed to the 
. bathed inhis own innocent blood, and pouring 
| | | | | out 


— 
** - 


1 In this, RT in ties, . of the contemplations, the ok will ob- 
ſerve, that the attributes of the Deit y are repreſented, as ſhining, with 
more ditinguithed luftre, in the wonders of Redemption, than in the 
works of Creation, If ſuch remarks {houid ſeem to be unprecedented, or 
to itand in need of a vindication z permit me to ſubjoin the ſentiment of a 
great eritic, equally verſed in both thote ſublime theories. * In a perfect 
_ orator,” he ſays, < Tully requires {cme {kill in the nature of heavenly bo- 
dies; becauſe his mind will become more extenſive and unconfined; and, 
when he deſcends to treat of human affairs, he will both think and write 
in a more exalted and magnificent manner. For the ſame reaſon, that ex- 
cellent maſter would have recommended the ſtudy of thoſe great and glo- 
rious inyiteries which Revelation has diſcovered to us; to which the nobleft 
parts of this ſy tem of the world are as much infer: or, as the creature is 
lels excellent than the Creator, dect. Vol. VIII. No. 633. | 5 
N * Kom, V. 8. 5 e 
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cut his ſon! in agonies of ſorrow? Could the Father, the 
Father himſelf, with unknown philanthropy,“ ſay? It 
mall, it ſhall be ſo! My pity to rebeilious man pleads, 
and prevails. Awake, therefore, O ſword,F edged 
with divine wrath 5; awake, and be ſheathed. in that 
immaculate breaſt ; pierce that dearly beloved heart, T 
am content that my Son endure the ſharpneſs of death, 
rather than ſinful mortals periſh for ever.“ Incompre- 
henſible love! May it hencetorward be the favourite 
ſubject of my meditation; more delightful to my muſing 

mind than applauſe to the ambitious ear! May it be 
the darling theme of my diſcourſe ; ſweeter to my tongue 
than the droppings of the honeycomb to my rafte ? 
May it be my choiceſt comfort through all the changes 
of life; and my reviving cordial even in the laſt extre- 
mities of diſſolution itſelf! 0 1 
A prophet contemplating, with a diſtant ſurvey, 
this unexampled inſtance of almighty love, is rapt into 
a tranſport of devotion. At a loſs for proper acknow- 
ledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe to aid his 
labuuring breaſt, and ſupply his lack of praiſe. Sing 
melod iouſly, ye vaulted Heavens; exult, and even leap 
for gladnels, thou cumberous earth; ye mountains, break 
your long ſilence, and burſt into peals of loudeſt acclama- 
tion z1 tor the Lord, by this precious gift, and this 
reat ſalvation, hath comforted his people.“ A ſacred | 
Fiforian hath left it upon record, that, at the firft exhi- 
bition of this raviſhing icence, there was with the angel, 
who brought the bleſſed tidivgs, a multitude of the 
| heavenly hoſt ; praiſing Gd, and making the concave 
» Philanthropy, that is, low ing-kindneſs to man. + Zech. xiii, 7, 

+ La. xlix. 13. I have not adhered to our common t ranſlation, but en- 
de avoured to preſerve, ſomewhat more faithfully, the noble pathos, and ini- 
mitable energy, of the ſacred original. The love of God, manifeited in a 
divine and dying Saviour, is a bleſſing of ſuch inconceivable richneis, as 


Mutt render all acknowlcdgments flat, and all enco:niums languid. Net, 
I think, the moſt poctical and moſt emphatical celebration of that unſpcak- 


able initance of goodneſs, is contained in this rapturous exclamation of the. 


prophet. Which intimates, with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that 
even the Whole compals of the inanimate creation, could it be ſenſible of --- 
the benefit, and capable of delight, would expreſs its gra.itude in all | 
theſe demonſtrations of the mor hyely and exuberant joy. 5: 


— • wk— — 
— . 
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dignity, O thou ref FOO 5 — all . inſtances, 
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of the ſkies reſound with their hallelujahs. At the 


dawn of the Sun of Righteouinels, when He was begin- 


ning to riſe with healing in his wings, the morning 


ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons of "God {houted tor 


Joy. And wall man, whom this gracious dilpeniation 


principally reſbects; ſhall man, who is the centre of all 
theſe gladdening rays; ſhall he have no heart to adore, 


no anthem to celebrate, this 


Love without end, and without meaſure grace? Ilten. 
„Hou pure is the ſtate of the ſky, and how clear its 


| aſpe&! Clearer than the limpid ftream ; purer than the 


tranſparent. cryſtal ; ; and more curiouſly fine than the 
poliſhed mirror. That ſtately cieling, tretted with 


gold, and ſtretched to an extent of 1 any. millions of 


leagues, is not disfigured with a ſingle flaw. That 
azure Canopy, embroidered with ſtars, and ſpacious 
enough to form a covering for unnumbered worlds, is. 


without the leaſt {pot or wrinkle. Vet this, even this, 
will ſcarce yield us ſo much as a faint repreſentation. 
of the divine purity. God is a God of matchleſs and 


tranſcendent excellency. His ways are uprightneis 
itfclf, His counlels and words are the very fanctity of 
wiidom and of truth. The laws which he has given 
to univerſal nature are exquiſitely contrived, and be- 
yond all poſſibility of improvement. The precepts 


v hich he has appointed for the human race, are a com 


plete ſummary of all that is honourable in itſelf, and 
erfective of the rational mind. Not the leaſt overſight 


in planning a ſeries of events for all futurity; not the 
leatt mal-adminiftration in managing the Faire ot 
every age ſince time began, and of every nation un- 


der the whole heavens. Pardon theſe diſparaging ex- 
preſſions. A negative perfection is far, far beneath thy 


. 


H O theu mt Hizhe. This expreſſion occurs more than once in the ral 
uſed by the eſtabliſhed church, It is, 1 think, one of thoſe beauties, 


which, becauſe often exhibited, generally eſcape our notice. It is a fupe- 


lative formed on a {uperlative; "and, though. not fridtly conformabie to 
grammatical rules, is nobly luperivs to them all, The language ſcems to 
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in all thy acts, and all thy attributes, thou art not only 
boly, but © glorious in holineſs,” | 

So inconceivably holy is the Lord God of hoſts, that 
He ſees defilement even in the brightnels of the firma 
ment. The living ſapphire of the heavens before his 

majeſty loſes its luſtre. Vea, the ſtars (though the 
moſt pure and reſplendent part of the heavens) are not 
pure in his fight. How much leſs man, who, in his 
tallen and depraved ſtate, is but as a worm that crawls 
in the corrupted carcaſe; and the fon of man, who, by 
roaſon of his manifold actual impurities, is too juſtly 
compared to an infect that wallovws amidſt ſtench and 
putrefaction?“ Is there not theu abundant cauſe for 
| „ | | Fed gs Wh 
be ſenſible of its own geficiency, when the incomprehenſible J-hovah is 
addreſſed, or celebrated. Oppreſted, as it were, with the glories of the 
ſubject, it labours after a more empharical manner of diction, than the or- 


dinary forms of ſpeech afford. It is, if I rightly judge, one of thoſe dar- 
ing and happy peculiaritics of a matterly genius, which Mr. Pope ſo finely 
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delcribes; and, while he delcribes, exempliſies: 
Creat wits ſometimes may glorioutly offend, 
And riſe to faults true critics dare not mend; 
From vulgar bounds with brave diſorder part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. | 5 
5 | TIT Eſſay en Crititiſin. 
St. PauPPs---eheeNipolepos mm ayluy wy oyiwy---15 a beautitul pailage of the. 
like nature, Which. our tranilators have very probably rendered, Leſs 
than the leaſt oi all ſtints, His cr0)2w pro noy xarcooy 15 another inſtance 
af the ſame kind, But here the Englith verſion tails, Far better is ex- 
tremely flaccid, compared with cho nervous original. And I greatly gueſ- 
tion, whether it is poſſible to trauſlate the ſentence with equal conciſeneſs 
and with equal ſpirit. See Eph. iii. 8. Phil. i. 23. p 
Job xxv. 5, 6. 1 ſubmit to the judgment of the learned, whether 
this is not the true meaning of the text, It may not, perhaps, recom- 
mend itſelf to the ſqueamiſhly nice critic; or to ihoſe perſons who dream 
ef I know not What dignity in our fallen nature. But it ſeems, in pre- 
ference to every other interpretation, ſuitable to the facred context, and 
is far trom being injurious to the character of that apoſtate race, Which is 
© altogether become abominable, and * is as an unclean thing.“ On this 
ſuppoſition, there is not only an apparent, but a very ftriking contraſt, 
between the purity of Gad, and the pollution of man. Ihe purity of the 
moſt high Ged, which outthines the moon, and eclipſes the ſtars; the pol- 
lution of degenerate man, wiiich, excluſive of a Saviour, would render 
him as loathſome to the all ſeeing eye, as the vile vermin are in ours. 
Without ailigning this ſenſe to the paſſage, I cannot diſcern the force of 
the antitheſis, nor indeed the propriety of the ſentiment, Worms, in the 
general, give us an idea of meanneſs and infirmity; not of defilement and 
impurity: unleſs they are inſeQs, hatched amidf putrefaction, and conſt. 
dered in ſuch noiſome circumſtances. The two words of the orignai, 
P27 and Y are evidently uſed in this gnification, by Moſes and 
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the moſt irreproachable and eminent of mankind to re- 


nounce all arrogant pretenſions; to lay aſide every aſ- 
ſuming air; to take nothing but ſhame and cont uſion to 
themſelves? A holy prophet, and a holy prince, felt 


ſuch humbling impreſſions from a glimpfe of the un- 


created purity. I abhor myſelf in duſt and aſhes,“ 
was the declaration of the one: © I am a man of unclean 


lips,'F the confeſſion of the other. Should not this 
teach us all to adore the divine mercies for that pre- 
cious purifying fountain, which was foretold from 
the foundation of the world; but was opened at that 
_ awful juncture when knotty whips tore the fleſh, when 
_ ragged thorns mangled the temples, when ſharpened 
nails cut freſh ſluices for the crimſon current, when 
the gaſh of the ſpear completed the Creadtul work, 


and forthwith flowed there, from the wounded Wan 
blood and water? _ 


Eſpecially, ſince Co himſelf ſaw no  blemiſh in his 


dear fon. He looketh to the moon, and it ſhineth not 
pet his all-penetrating and jealous eye diſcerned nothing 


amiſs, nothing defective, in our glorivus Redeemer. 


Nothing amiſs ? He bore this moſt illuſtrious teſtimony 
concerning his holy child %s: © In him I am pleaſed 
Tam well pleated : I acquietce, with intire complacency, 


and with the higheſt delight, in his perſon, his under- 


taking, and the whole execution of his office.” How 


ſhould this thought enliven our hopes, while the other 
mortifies our pride ? Should not our hearts ſpring within 


us, and even leap for joy, at the repeated aſſurance 
gen us by revelation, that ſuch a divinely excellent 


erſon> is our Mediator? What apparent reaſon has 


every believer to adopt the blefſed Virgin's exclama- 
tion | © My foul doth magnify the Lord tor his tranſcen- 
, dent marey 3 ; . my ſpirit rejoices, not in wide ex- 


tended _ 


| Iſaiah, By the 8 to denote the vermin Which . the putre- 
fied manna; by the latter, to expreſs the reptiles which iwarm i in the body 
That ices corruption. Exed. xvi. 29. dſa. xiv. 11. 
| * Job. xlii. 6. + IIa. vi. 5. 
ein that day there ſhall be a fountain, opened to the bent of Davidy p 
and to the inhabitants of e for un and dein Lech. Xlil, 4. 
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bounded career; when every one is placed at ſuch an 
immente remove from each other, that they appear to 


light; how aftoniſhing muſt be the expanſe which 


x ver. 6. 


ſun, but alſo to the other planetary worlds which are ſuppoſed to attend 
orbit is reckoned to conſiſt of 895,134,000. Which computation, accord- 


vel, ins round other ſuns, 


* 
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tended harveſts, waving over my fertile glebe;“ not in 
armies vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar treaſure of 
nations for my ſpoil ;“ but in an infinitely richer, nobler 
blefling, even in God my Saviour.“ That a perſon ſo 
ſublime and perfect has vouchſafed to become my 
ſurety, to give*himſelf for my ranſom in the world 
below, and act as my advocate in the Royal Preſence 
above ; yea, to make my recovery the reward. of his 
ſufferings ; my final felicity the honour of his mediato- 
rial kingdom! 3 e 
When an innumerable multitude of bodies, many 
of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in dia- 
meter, are all ſet in motion; when the orbits, in 
which they perform their periodical revolutions, are 
extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds of millions , 
when each has a diſtinct and ſeparate ſphere for finiſh- 
ing his vaſt circuit; when no one knows what it is to 
be cramped, but each moſt freely expatiates in his un- 


their reſpective inhabitants only as ſo many ſpots of 


yields room for all thoſe mighty globes, and their. 
widely diffuſed operations! To what prodigious lengths 
did the Almighty Builder ftretch his line when He 
marked out the ſtupendous platform! I wonder at ſuch 
an immeaſurable extent. My very thoughts are loſt 
in this abyſs of ſpace. But, be it known to mortals, 
be it never forgot by finners, that in all its moſt ſur- 
„ „„ 0 prifing 
*+* The inſpired penman, from theſe two occaſions of diſtinguiſhed joy, 
ſets forth the incomparably greater delight, which ariſes from the gift of 
« Saviour, and the bleiſing of redemption. Ja. ix. ver. 3. compared with 
+ This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs about our 


the ſeveral fixed ſtars. E | ; f ; 
{| The diameier of Jupiter is calculated at 130,650 miles, while his 


ing to the maxims of aftronomy, and the laws of proportion, may, as is 
tak n for 2ranted in the contemplations, be applied tio other planets re- 


— 


276  CONTEMPLATIONS ON | 5 
priſing amplitude, it is ſmall, it is ſcanty, compared 
with the bounty and the mercy of its Maker. 


His bounty is abſolutely without limits,* and with. | 


out end. The moſt laviſh genercfity cannot exhauſt, 


or even diminith, his munificence. O! all ye tribes of 
men, or, rather, all ye claſſes of intelligent creatures, 
ye are not ſtraightened in the liberality of your ever. [| 


bleſſed Creator; be not ſtrengthened in your own ex- 
pectations. Open your mouth wide, and He ſniall 
All it”? with copious and continual draughts from the 
cup of Joy. Your God, on whom is your whole de. 
pendience, is more than able, is more than willing, to 
« ſupply all your need, according to his richcs in glory.“ 
When the Lord Fehowah is the giver, and his grace | 
the gift, let your withes be unhbonided,. and your cra- 
vings inſatiable. All that create beings can poſſibly 
covet, is but a very {mail pittance of that unknown 
happineſs which the Everlaſting Beimeluctor is ready 
to beſtow. Suppole every charitable difyolition, which 
warms the hearts of the human race, added to thoſe more 
inlarged affections which glow in heavenly boſoms; 
what were they all, even in their higheſt exerciſe, com- 
pared with the benignity of the Divine nature? Bleſs 
me then, thou eternal ſource ot love; bleſs all that 
reverence thy holy name, according to thy own moſt 
proiuſe goodneſs; whoſe great prerogative it is to 
diſdain all meaſure. O! bleis us in proportion to that 
grace; the richneſs of which (unuiterable by the tongues 


of 


* By bounty, 1 mean, not the actual ſervice, or ſenſible effects, of | 


this excellency in the Deity. Theſe are, and always muſt be, through 
the immenſe perfection of the attribute, and the neceſſary fcantineis of the 
recipient, bounded. But, 1 would be underſtood as ſpeaking of the divine 
power, and the divine will, to exert Divine Beneficence. hete can have 
no real, no imaginable limits. Theſe, after a profuſion of bleſſings, 
diſtributed to unnumbered worlds, continued through unnumbered ages, 
muſt jll have more to beſtow; for ever have more to beſtow, infinitely 
more io beſtow, than it is poſſible for creation itſelf to receive. 

12 Cor. ix, 8. God is able to make all grace abound towards you, that 
ye, having all-ſufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.“ 
How beautiful and emphatical is this deicription! inferior to nothing, but 
that exient of ability, and thoſe riches of liberality, which it ſo eloquent- 
ly celebrates. Docs it not exhautt all the powers of lauguage, while it 


attempts to give us a ſpecimen of the munificence of the Lord? 
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of men, and of angels) was once ſpoken in the groans, 
and written in the wounds, of thy expiring Son! 

Spacious, indeed, are theſe Heav'ns! Where do they 
begin? Where do they end? What is their extent? Can 
angels anſwer my queſtion? Have angels travelled the 
vaſt circuit? Can angels meaſure the bounds of ſpace? 
No; *tis boundleſs, *tis unknown, *tis amazing all. 
How charming then to reflect, that the mercy of God 
is greater than the Heavens ;** is more extenſive than 
the dimenſions of the ſky! Tranſporting reflection! 
Let me indulge thee once more.“ Let me think over 
the delightful diſplays of this lovely attribute; and, 
while I admire the trophies of forgiving goodneſs, add 
one to the number. With what amiable and affecting 
colours is this repreſented in the parable of the Prodi- 
gal! What could induce that fooliſh youth to forſake 
his father's houſe ? Had he not been tenderly cher iſhed 
by the good parent, and loaded with benefits from 
his indulgent hand? Were not the reſtraints of pa- 
rental government an eaſy yoke? or rather, a preſer- 
vative from ruin? Notwithſtanding every endearing 
obligation, he revolts from his duty, and Jaunches 
into ſuch ſcandalous irregularities as were diſhonour- 
able to his family, and deſtructive to himſelf, When 
neceſſity, not choice, but ſharp neceſſity, drove him to a 
ſubmiſſive return, does the injured father ſtand aloof, _ 
or ſhut his doors? Quite the reverſe. He eſpies him 
while he is yet a great way off; and the moment he 
beholds the profligate youth, he has compaſſion on him. 
His bowels yearn ; they “ ſound like an harp,” touched 
with notes divinely ſoft. He never once thinks of his 
: AE EET EY. 
his refers to the Reflections on a Flower-Garden. The following 
pages exhibit a digreſſiye view of the Divine Mercy. 1 thonght it proper 
to apprite my reader of this excurfion; though, I hope, it will be nced- 
leſs to offer an apology ſor dwelling ſo long upon this delightful theme. 
Whn can complain of tedioufneſs, while 1 ſpeak conſolation to diſtreſſ d- 
and recovery to ruined, creatures? The Divine Mercy is the ſole founn 
tain of all our preſent and future bieſſings. In proportion to this benig, 


attribute, human hopes ariſe, and human telicity lows, Who, therefore, 
can be weary of viewing and reviewing; when the lengths and breadths 


7 


of forgiving grace are tue ravithing profpect? Net 
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ungracious departure, and infamous debaucherien f 


Pity, parental pity, paſtes an act of oblivion ; and, in} 
one inſtant, cancels a ſeries of long- continued provoca. 
tions. So ſtrong are the workings of fatherly affe8tion, 
that he is almoſt impatient to embrace the naked and 
deſtitute wretch. The ſon's pace is ſlow, He aroſe and 


came; the father's is ſwift, he ſprung forth (aged as = d 
was) and ran. And is there a fingle frown in his“ 


brow, or one upbraiding word on his tongue ? Inſtead 3 
of loathing the ſordid creature, or reproaching him for 
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his odious exceſſes, he falls on his neck, claſps him in“ RY” 


his arms, and hugs him to his boſom. Inttead of dit. 


owning the riotous ſpendthrift, or rejecting him for 
his undutitul behaviour; he receives and welcomes 
him with kiſſes and delight. He rejoices at his re-Þ* 


turn from extravagance and vice, as he formerly re- 1 
joiced on the day of his nativity, When this com-! 


panion of harlots opens his mouth, before he ſpeaks, 


the father hears. He interrupts him in the midſt. 


of his intended ſpeech. The overflowings of his] 

compaſſionate heart can brock no delay. He ſeems 
to be uneaſy himſelf, till he has made the afflicted peni- 
tent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, and 
the choiceſt of his favours. While the poor abaſnedff 
offender ſeeks nothing more than not to be abhorred, 
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he is thoroughly reconciled. While he requeſts no ; 


. other indulgence, than only to be treated as the meaneſt Þ 
ſervant, he is careſſed, and honoured, as the deareſt of Þ 


children. Was there ever ſo briekt and winning a i 


picture of the tendereſt mercy; moſt freely vouchſafed, 
even to the moſt unwor thy of creatures? Yet thus, my Þ 
foul, and thus, my fellow ſinner, will the Lord God 
of everlaſting compaſſions receive us, it, with a con- 
trite ſpirit, and lively faith, we turn to him through 
Jefis Chrift. 
Where fin has abounded, ſays che pr chain from 
| the court of heaven, grace doth much more abound, 
By this, Manafleh, a moniter of barbarity, and an 
adept in iniquity, becomes a child of forgiving love, 
| . 1 | and 


THE STARRY HEAVENS. 27 


es, and an heir of immortal glory. Behold that bitter and 


in bloody perſecutor Saul, when, breathing out threaten» 


4 
Cle | iP, 3 8 e 
on, and put to death the diſciples of Jeſus; who, upon 


nd the principles of human judgment, would not have pro- 
n, nounced him a veſſel of wrath, deſtined to unavoidable 


he damnation? Nay, would not have been ready to con- 
his clude, that, if there were heavier chains, and a deeper 

dungeon, in the world of woe, they muſt ſurely be 
"Frelerved for ſuch an implacable enemy of true godli- 
neſs? Yet (admire and adore the inexhauſtible trea- 
ſures of grace!) this Saul is admitted into the goodly 
followſhip of the prophets ; is numbered among the no- 


among the glorious company of the. apoſtles. The 
Corinthians were flagitiqus even to a proverb. Some 
of them wallowed in ſuch abominable vices, and habi- 
tuated themſelves to ſuch outrageous acts of injuſtice, 
as were a reproach to human nature. Yet even theſe 


ous blood of a dying Redeemer, ſanctified by the 
powerful operations of the bleſſed Spirit, juſtified 
through the infinitely tender mercies of a gracious God. 
£2 Thoſe who were once the burden of the earth, are now 
the joy of heaven, and the delight of angels. 

„ Aa 2 | a» 

* 4s ix. 1. Tab ei epumvewy amen; x Pope; Sanl yet breath- 


ing out threatening and flaughter.” What a repretentation is here of a 
mind mad with rage, and abandoned to the fierceſt extremes of barbarity ! I 


fition, or charmed with the Evangelig's lively deſcription. The adverb 
eh ſeems referable to chap. viii. ver. 3. and has, in this connection, a pe- 


had already ruined, were not ſutficient to aſſuage his vengetul ſpirit. 
They were only a taſte, which, inſtead of glutting the blood-hound, made him 
more cloſely purſue the track, and more eagerly pant for their deſtruction. 
He is till athirtt for violence and murder. $0 eager and iniatiavle is his 
thirſt, that he even breathes out threatening and laughter, His words are 
{pears and arrows, and his tongue a ſharp tword. *Tis as natural for him 
to menace the Chriſtians, as to breathe the air. Nay, they bleed every 
hour, every moment, in the purpoſes of his rancoruus heart. It is only 


EG does not deal about deaths, and cauſe {ome of the innocent diſciples 


* 


+ 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. 


ings,“ and bent upon ſlaughter, he worried the lambs, 


* ble army of martyrs; and makes a diſtinguiſhed figure 


ſons of violence, and ſlaves of ſenſuality, * were waſhed, 
were ſanctified, were juſtified. 'F Wathed in the preci- 


ſcarce know whether I am more thocked at the perſecutor's ſavage diſpo- 


culiar force. The havock he had committed, and the inoffenſive familics he 


owing to want of power, that every ſyllable he utters, every breath he 
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There is another inſtance in Scripture, which moſt 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, 
© The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long- ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs and truth; 
keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tran. 
greſſion, and fin.*'F An inftance this, which exceeds all 
the former, which exceeds whatever can be imagined ; 
which, if I was to forget, the very ſtones might cry out, 
and found it in my ears. I mean the caſe of thoſe ſin- 
ners, who murdered the Prince of peace, and Lord of 
glory. Thele men could ſcarce have the thadow of an 
excuſe for their crime, hardly a circumitance to exte- 
nuate their guilt. They were well acquainted with his 
_ exemplary converſationz they had often heard his 
heavenly doctrines; they were almoſt daily ſpectators of 
bis unequalled miracles. They therefore had all poſſi- 
ble reaſon to honour him as the moſt illuſtrious of 

| Beings; and to receive his goſpel as the moſt ineſtima- 
ble of bleſſings. Vet, notwithſtanding all theſe engag- 
ing motives to love him, even above their own lives, 
they ſeize his perſon, aſperſe his character, drag him 
before a heathen tribunal, and extort a ſentence of death 
againſt innocence and holineſs itſelf. Never was the 
vileſt flave ſo contumeliouſly abuſed, nor the moſt exe- 
crable malefator ſo barbarouſly executed. The ſun 
was confounded at the ſhocking ſcene; and one cannot 
but wonder how the avenging lightnings could with- 
hold their flaſhes. The earth trembled at the horrid 
deed; and why, why did it not cleave aſunder, and 
open a paſſage for ſuch blood- thirſty miſcreants into 
the nethermoſt hell? Shall theſe ever hope to obtain 
forgiveneſs from the righteous Judge ? Shall not theſe 
be conſigned over to inexorable wrath, and the ſevereſt 
torments ? O the miraculous effects of divine grace! O 
the triumphant goodneſs of God our Saviour! Many, 
even of theſe impious wretches, at the delcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were convinced of their miſerable ſtate ; 
Were wounded with penitential remorſe; fled to the 
EE i Co nn, Fe ſanctuary 
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an axle- tree, or their ridges for a bafis. 
IE: AI ſtretches out the north, and its whole 


THE STARRY HEAVENS, 287 
ſanctuary of the Croſs; had their pardon ratified by the 


baptiſmal ſeal; and, continuing in the apoſtles” doctrine, 


were made partakers of the kingdom of heaven; where 
they now ſhine as ſo many everlaſting monuments of 
molt diſtinguiſheg mercy, and receive beatitude, paſt ut- 
terance, from that very Redeemer whom once, with 
wicked hands they.crucified and flew.” 


Well might the prophet cry out, with a pleaſing 
* amazement, Who is a God like unto thee, that par- 
doneth iniquity, and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion!' Let all 


fleſh know afſuredly, let ail fleſh rejoice greatly, that 
with the Lord there is ſuch mercy, and with his Ci 
ſuch plentitul redemption. And O! tor the voice of an 


arch-angel, to circulate the glad-tidings through the 


univerſe; that the American ſavage, as well as the 


European ſage, may learn the exceeding riches of grace 
in Chrift; through whole er fatisfyi ing propi- 


tiation all manner of ſin, 
are freely forgiven unto men. 
What a grand and majeſtic dome is the ky! 


barbarity, and blaſ phemy, 
Where 


are the pillars which ſupport the ſtately concave ? What 
art, moſt exactly true, balanced the prefſure ? What 


props, of inſuperable ſtrength, ſuſtain the weight? 
How is that immealurable arch upheld, unſhaken and 


unimpaired, while jo many generations of buly mortals 
have ſunk and diſappeared as bubbles upon the {tream ? 


If thoſe ſtars are of ſuch an amazing bulk, how are 
they alſo faſtened in their loity fituation? By what 
miracle in mechanics are ſo many thouſands of pon- 


derous orbs kept from falling upon our heads; kept 
from daſhing both the world to pieces, and its inhabi- 


tants to death? Are they hung in golden or adaman- 
tine chains? Reſt they their enormous load on rocks 
of marble, or columns of braſs? No; they are pendu- 
lous in fluid æther. 
than if the everlaſting mountains lent their foreſts for 
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232 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
ſtarry train, over the empty place. He hangs the earth, 
and all the ethereal globes, upon nothing.* Yet are 


their foundations laid fo ſure, that they can ? never be 
moved at any time.“ | a, Pro a ebgrnas 


No unfit repreſentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian, of 


his final perſeverance :H ſuch as points out the cauſe 


which effects it, and conſtitutes the pledge which aſ- 


oft 
5 VVV B 
Wich regard to the final perſeverance of the true believer, I am ſenſi- 
ble, this point is net a little controverted. The ſentiments which follow, 
are my ſtedfaſt belief. It is by no means proper, in a work of this nature, 
to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the ſubject. Neither have 1 room, ſo much 
as to hint, what might be urged for its ſupport. Let my reader obſerve, 
that I am far from delivering it, as effential to Chriſtianity, or neceſſary 
to ſalvation. Millions, of the very contrary conviction, are, I doubt not, 


high in the favour of Gd, and in a growing meetneis for his heavenly 
kingdom. As I blame none for rejeQing, none, I hope, will be offended 
with me for eſpouſing this particular doftrine, To be of different opi- 


nions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtances, ſeems an unavoidable conſequence 


of our preſent ſtate: where ignorance, in part, cleaves to the wiſeſt minds; 


and prejudice eaſily beſets the moit impartial judgments, This may turn 
to our common advantage; and afford room for the diſplay and exerciſe of 
thoſe healing virtues, moderation, meekneſs, and forbearance. Let me 


_ oaly be permitted to aſk, whether this tenet does not evidently tend to 
eſtabliſh the comfort of the Chriſtian, and tc magnify the fidelity of God 


our Saviour? Whether, far from countenancing fluth, or encouraging re- 


miſſneſs, to know that our labour iþall not be in vain, is not the moſt pre- 
_ vailing inducement to abound in the work of the Lord? 1 Cor. xv. 58. 


Is any one inclined to examine the reatons which made the author a pro- 
ſelyte to this perſnakon? He may find them diſplayed in the memorial de- 
livercd by ſeveral ſelect and eminent divines of the Church of England, at 
the renowned ſynod of Dordt. {S2e Aa Synod, Dordrech. Part II. page 
246, of the Latin edition publiſhed in a fingle quarto volume.) Thoſe 
who have no opportunity of conſulting the memoirs of that venerable aſ- 
ſembly, I would refer to the works ot the indefatigable and very learned 


85 'Turretin, or to thoſe of the candid and elegant Witſius. Turtet. Tom. 
II. Q. xvi. Witſ. Occon. Lib. III. Cap. xiii. 


The lateſt and fulleſt view of the point, which I ever remember to have 


met with in any of our Engliſn writers, is in the Lime-Street Lectures, 


which are a detence of ſeveral moſt important doArines of the goſpel, and 
contained in two oftavo volumes, the united labours of nine modern di- 


vines, moſt of whom are well known to the world by their other evange- 


lical and uſeful writings. In thote lectures, the final perſeverance of the 
ſaints is. very particularly ſtated; and, to my apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt 
ſatisfactorily proved. The arguments uſually urged againit it, are impar- 
tial'y conſidered ; and I cannot but think (with all due deference to the 
judgment of others) unanſwerably confuted. | 

And here (not to {well this note any farther) 1 ſhall only juſt hint, 
that the judicious Hooker (an authority, perhaps, as weighty and unex- 


. ceptionable as any that can well be produced) gives a folemn ativeitation to 


this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourſe on the perpetuity of faith, ſud joined io his 


eccleſiatical policy. Fol, edit. 
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kuk STARRY HEAVENS. 2j 
of himſelf, to think a good thought. He has no viſi- 
yet whole legions of formidable enemies are in a con- 


federacy to compaſs his ruin. The world lays un- 
numbered ſnares for his feet; the devil is inceſſantly 


Z urging the ſiege by a multitude of fiery darts, or wily 


temptations z the fleſh, like a perfidious inmate, under 
colour of friendſhip, and a ſpecious pretence of plea- 
ſure, is always forward to betray his integrity. But, 


Z amidſt ail theſe threatening circumſtances, of perſonal 
weakneſs, and imminent danger, an inviſible aid is his 


defence. © I will uphold thee," fays the bleſſed God, 


© with the right hand of my righteouſnels.”'* Comfort- 


able truth! The arm, which fixes the ſtars in their 
orders, and guides the planets in their courſe, is ſtretched 
out to preſerve the heirs of ſalvation. © My ſheep, 
adds the great Redcemer, © are mine; and they ſhall never 
periſh; neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand.“ r 
What words are theſe! and did they come from Him 
who hath all power in Heaven and on Earth? And 
were they ſpoke to the weakelt of the flock, to every 
unfeigned tollower of the great Shepherd ? Then Omni- 
potence itſelt muſt be vanquiſhed before they can be 
deſtroyed, either by the ſeductions of fraud, or the al- 
ſaults of violence. JJ a 
If you aſk, therefore, what ſecurity we have of en- 

during to the end, and continuing faithful unto death? 
The very ſame that eſtabliſhes the heavens, and ſettles 


the ordinances of the univerſe. Can theſe be thrown 


into confuſion ?H Then may the true believer draw back 


unto perdition. Can the {tun be dillodged from his 


ſphere, and ruſh lawlefsly through the {ky ? Then, and 

then only, can the ſaith of God's cI<& || be ſinally over- 

thrown. Be of good courage then, my ſoul; rely on 
thoſe divine ſuccours, which are ſo folemnly ſtipulated, 
ſo faithfully promiſed. Tliough thy grace be languid 
as the glimmering ſpark, though the overflowings of 
corruption threaten it with total extinction, yet, ſince 
* Ila. xii, 10. + John x, 28, 9 Jer, xxxi. 35, 36, Tit. 2, 


drown it.“ 
flax,“ goodneſs and faithfulneſs ſtand engaged to aug- 
ment the heat, to raiſe the fire, and feed the flame, 
till it beam forth a lamp of immortal glory in the 


284 CONTEMPLATIONS ON • 
the great Jehowah has undertaken to cheriſh the dim 
principle, many waters cannot quench it, nor all floods 
Nay, though it were feeble as the ſmoking 


As to the faithfulneſs of a covenanting God, this may 


be emblematically ſeen in the {tability of the heavenly 
bodies, and the perpetuity of their motions. f Thoſe 
that are fixed, or ſtationary, continue unalterable in 


their grand elevations. No injurious ſhocks, no violence 


of conflicting elements, are able to diſplace thoſe ever- 
laſting hinges on which dependent worlds revolve, 


Through the whole flight of time they recede not fo 


much as a hair's breadth; from the preciſe central point 
of their reſpective ſyſtems; while the erratic, or plane- 
tary, perform their prodigious ſtages, without any in- 


termiſſion, or the leaſt embarraſſment. How ſoon, and 


ho eafily, is the moſt finiſhed piece of human machi- 
nery diſconcerted! But all the celeſtial movements are 


ſo nicely adjuſted, all their operations ſo critically pro- 


Portioned, and their mutual dependencies ſo ſtrongly 


connected, that they prolong their beneficial courſes 


throughout all ages. While mighty cities are over- 


whelmed 


* The tenderneſs and faithfulneſs of Cd to his people, are finely pic- 


| tured by the prophet Iſaiah, Chap. xlii. ver. 3. Wich paſſage, becauſe 
of its rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, is detervetly adopted by 
St. Matthew, and ingrafted into the ſyttem of evangelical truths. 1 


He wi 
not himſelf break, nor ſuffer to be broken by any other, the bruiſed reed; 


nor quench the imcking flax. Was it poſtible to have choſen two more 


delicate and expreifive repreſentations? Could any image be more ſigni- 
ficarit of a very infirm and entechied faith, than the flexile reed, that 
bends before every wind ? which, beſides its natural weakneſs, is made 
abundantly weaker by being bruiſed; and ſo is ready to fall in pieces of 


itſelf. Or could any thine, with a more pathetical exactneſs, deic!ibe the 


extreme imbecillity of that oti.er principle of the divine life, love? The 
ſtate of the flax, juſt beginning to burn, 1s liable to be put out by the leaf 
blaſt: more liabe ti 1s the wick of tne lamp, when it is not ſo much as 
kiadled into a glimmering flame, but only breathing moe, and uncertain 
whether it [hall take fire or no. Yet true faith, and heavenly love, though 
ſubfſiuing amidſt ſuch pitiable infirmities, will not be abandoned by their 
great Author, ſhall not be extinguithed by any temptations, but be main- 
tained, invigorated, and made finally triumphant. Matt. xil. 20. 

Is e + Plal. exix. 89, 0 0. . 
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$ whelmed with ruin, and their very names loſt in obli- 
© vion; while vaſt empires are {wept from their founda- 

tions, and leave not ſo much as a thadowy trace of their 
ancient magnificence z while all terrefrial things. are 
ſubject to viciflitude, and fluctuating. in uncertainty z 


= theſe are permanent in their duration; theſe are invari- 


able in their functions. Not one faileth.“ Who 
22 doubts the conſtant ſucceſſion of day and aight, or the 
regular returns of ſummer and winter? And why, 
l why ſhall we doubt of the veracity of God, or diſ- 

truſt the accompliſhment of his holy word? Can the 
ordinances of Heaven depart? Then only can God 


forget to be gracious, or neglect the performance 


of his promiſe. Nay, our Lord gives us yet firmer 

ground of affiance. He affords us a ſurer bottom for 
our faith than the fundamental laws of the univerſe. 
„Heaven and earth,” he ſays, * ſhall paſs away, but 
my words ſhall not,” in a ſingle inſtance, or in one tittle 


of their import, paſs away. No; his ſacred word, 


whatever may obſtruct it, whoever may oppole it, ſhall | 


be fulfilled to the very uttermoſt. 


O powerful word! How altoniſhing is its lanes i 


When this word was iſſued forth, a thouſand worlds 
emerged out of nothing. Should the mighty orders be 


repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring into exiſtence. 
By this word the vaſt ſyſtem of created things is up- 
held in conſtant and immutable perfection. Should it 
give command, or ceaſe to exert its energy, the univer- 


{al frame would be diflolved, and all nature revert to 
her original chaos. And this very word is pledged for 
the ſafety, the comfort, the happineſs of the godly ; 
this inviolable, this almighty word, ſpeaks in all the 


promiſes of the goſpel. How Grangely intatuated are 
our fouls, that we Fi 


it not work faith in our breaſts? Do unnumbered worlds 
owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhali it not be ſuffi- 


cient to buoy up our fouls in troubles, or eſtabliſh, 


them 


ould valve it ſo little! What infi- 
dels are we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it vo. 
more! Did it create whatever has a being, and ſhall 
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them in trials? Is it the life of the univerſe, and ſhall 


it be a dead letter to mankind? _ 
If I wiſh to be heard when I implore heavenly 
bleſſings, is not this privilege moſt clearly made over 


to my enjoyment in that well-known text, ©* Aſk, and 


it ſhall be given you ?'* If I long for the eternal com- 


forter, to dwell in my heart, and ſanctify my nature; 
have I not an apparent title to this high prerogative, 
conferred in that ſweet, aſſertive interr ogation; ; © How 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to thoſe that atk him ?*+ If I earneſtly covet the 
ineſtimable treaſures that are comprited in the great 


Immanuel's meditation, can I have a firmer claim to 


the noble portion, than is granted in that moſt precious 


Scripture; ; Him that cometh to Me, I will in no-wiſe 
caſt out fff What aflurance of being intereſted in theſe 


unſpeakable mercies would I deſire? What form of 
conveyance, what deed ot ſettlement, were it left to 
my own option, ſhould I chooſe? Here is the word of a 


king, the king immortal and inviſible ; all whoſe de- 
clarations S are truth itſelf. If a monarch beſtows im- 
munities on a body of men, and confirms them by an 
authentic charter, no one controverts, no one queſtions, 

ſhould we 


made by the everlaſting Sovereign of nature; which He 


has alſo ratified by an oath, and ſealed with the blood of 


his Son? Corporations may be distranchiſed, and char- 
ters revoked ; even mountains may be oa and 


ſtars drop from their ſpheres; but a tenure, founded 
on the Divine promiſe, is aaa lecure 3 z is laſting 


as eternity itſelf. 
We have erdeavoured to ſpell a Fllable of the eter- 


nal name in the ancient manuſcript of the ſky ; we 


have catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, from 
the luſtre of innumerable ſtars : ; but, would we behold 
all 


Matt. vii. 7. Luke Xi. 13. t Joh vie 37. 
: $ -------- If theſe tail, | 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, _ 
And earth's baſe Fog on ſtubble, Mzton's Comus, 
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| THE STARRY HEAVENS, 289 © 
all his excellencies pourtrayed in full perfection, and 
drawn to the very life, let us attentively conſider the 
Redeemer. I obſerve there are ſome parts of the fir- 
mament in which the ſtars ſeem as it were to cluſter. 
They are ſown thicker, they lie cloſer, than uſual ; and 
ſtrike the eve with redoubled ſplendour. Like the 
jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams, and reflect 
an increaſe of brilliancy on each other. Is there not 
{uch an aſſemblage, ſuch a conſtellation of the divine 
honours, moſt amiably eifulgent in the blefled Jeſus. 
Does not infinite wiſdom “ ſhine with ſurpaſſing. 
brightneſs in Chriſt? To the making of a world there 
was no obſtacle; but to the ſaving of a man there 
ſeemed to be unſurmountable bars. If the rebel is ſuf- 
fered to eſcape, where is the inflexible juſtice which 
denounces death as © the wages of fin?* It the offender 
is thoroughly pardoned, where is the inviolable vera- 
city which has ſolemnly declared, © The foul that fin- 
neth ſhall die ?? Theſe awful attributes are ſet in terri- 
ble array, and, like an impenetrable battalion, oppoſe 
the ſalvation of apoſtate mankind. Who can ſuggeſt a 
method to abſolve the traiterous race, yet vindicate the 
honours of almighty ſovereignty ? This is an intricacy 
which the moſt exalted of infinite intelligencies are 
unable to clear. But, behold the unſearchable ſecret 
revealed ! revealed in the wonderful redemption, ac 
compliſhed by a dying Saviour ! So plainly revealed, 
that He who runs may read ;* and even babes under- 
ſtand what minds of the deepeſt penetration could not 
contrive. The Son of Gcd, taking our nature, obeys 
the law, and undergoes death in our ſtead. By this 
means the threatened curſe is executed in all its rigour, 
and free grace is exerciſed in all its riches. Juſtice main- 
tains her rights, and, with a ſteady hand, adminiſters 
impartial vengeance ;z while mercy diſpenſes her pardons, 
and welcomes the repentant criminal into the tendereſt 
embraces. Hereby the ſeemimg thwarting attributes 
are reconciled, Tile ſinner is ſaved, not only in full 
Oe Ee 8 55 cConſiſtence 
1 dee the next note, e 
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conſiſtence with the honour of the ſupreme perfeRiong, 
bat to the moſt illuſtrious manifeſtations of them all. 
Where does the Divine Power “ ſo ſignally exert itſelf 
as in the croſs of Chriſt, and in the conqueſts of grace? 
Our Lord, in his loweſt ſtate of humiliation, gained a 
more glorious victory; than when, through the dividing 

ſea, and the waſte howling wilderneſs, He rode upon 
his chariots and horſes of ſalvation.“ When his hands 
were rivetted with irons to the bloody tree, he diſ. 
armed death of its ſting, and plucked the prey from the 
Jaws of hell. Then, even then, while he was crucified 
in weakneſs, he vanquiſhed the ſtrong man, and ſubdued 
our moſt formidable enemies. Even then he ſpoiled 
principalities, triumphed over the powers of darkneſs, 
and led captivity captive. ' Now he is exalted to his 
| heavenly throne, with what a prevailing efficacy does 
his grace £0 forth, © conquering, and to conquer!* By 
this the ſlaves of fin are reſcued from their bondage, 
and reſtored to the liberty of righteouſneſs. By this, 
depraved wretches, whole appetites were ſenſual, and 
their diſpoſitions deviliſh, are not only renewed, but 
renewed after the image of God, and made partakers of 
a divine nature. Millions, millions of loſt creatures 
are ſnatched by the interpoſition of grace, like brands | 
from the burning fire; and, tranſlated into everlaſting 
manſions, ſhine brighter than the ſtars, ſhine bright as 
the ſun, in the kingdom of their father. | 
Would you then fee an incomparably more bright 
diſplay of the divine excellence than the unſpotted fir- 
mament, the ſpangles of heaven, or the golden foun- 
tain of day exhibit ? Contemplate Jeſus of Nazareth, 
He is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon. In his immaculate nature, 
in his heavenly tempers, in his moſt holy life, the moral 
perfect ions of the Deity are repreſented to the higheſt 
| | | advantage. 
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* Chriſt, the wiſdom of God, and the porver of God. 1 Cor, i. 24. To the 

intent that now, wnto the principalities and powers in heavenly places, might be 
EInown by the church (by the amazing contrivance and accompliſhment of 
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advantage.“ Hark! how Mercy, with her charming 
voice, ſpeaks in all he utters. See! how Benevolence 
pours her choiceſt ſtores in all he does. Did ever com- 
paſſion look ſo amiably ſoft as in thoſe pitying tears, 
which ſwelled his eyes, and trickled down his cheeks, 


to bedew the rancour of his inveterate enemies? Was it - 


poſſible for patience to aſſume a form fo lovely as that 
iweetly-winning conduct which bore the contradiction 
of ſinners? which intreated the obſtinate to be recon- 

ciled; beſought the guilty not to die? In other things 
we may find ſome ſcattered rays of Jehovah's glory; 
but in Chriſt they are all collected and united. In 
Chriſt they beam forth, with the ſtrongeſt radiance, 


with the moſt delightful effulgence. Out of Sion, and 


in Sion's great Redeemer, hath God appeared in perfect 
beaut x. CC . 

Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits, ſearch 
the records of redeeming love. Let theſe be the prin- 
cipal objects of thy ſtudy. Here employ thyſelf with 
the moſt unwearied aſſiduity. In theſe are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. Such wiſdom 


as charms and aſtoniſhes the very angels; engages their 


cloſeſt attention, and fills them with the deepeſt adora- 
tion. Such knowledge as qualifies the poſſeſſor, if 
= 5% goed . not 


In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Lord is eminently true, He that 
hath ſeen Me, hath ſcen the Father.“ John xiv. 9. | 
+ Celoff. ii. 3. Not a mean degree, but a treaſure ; not one treaſure, 
but many; not many only, but all treaſures of true wiſdom, and ſaving 
knowledge; are in Chriſt, and his glorious goſpel. The tranſcendent ex- 
cellency of thoſe treaſures ſcems to be finely intimated, in that other ex- 
preſſion amoyoubo, hid; (which may be interpreted by the Hebrew | 
BIMNUN, Job. iii. 21.) laid up, with the utmoſt care, and the greateſt ' 
ſafety. Not left at all adventures, to be tumbled upon, by every giddy 
wanderer, or to fall into the arms of the yawning fluggard ; but, like jewels 
of the brighteſt luſtre, or riches of the bigheſt value, kept in tore to adorn. 
and reward the dilizent ſearcher. 5 
t This, I believe, is the import of the apoſtle's language, though it is 
not a literal tranſlation of e, & e749 aovory ayſihes 7 aparuiLos. 1 Pet. i. 
12. 1never had ſich a lively apprehenſion of the beautiful ſignificancy ot 
the laſt word, as when I have attended a difſeQion of ſome part of the ani- 
mal body. In order to diſcern the minutiæ of the admirable frame, tle 
latent wonders of art and mechaniſm, the eye is ſharpened, and its appli- 
cation ſo intenſely bended, as gives a very juſt experimental comment On 
that expreſſive phraſe, mapa lan With ſuch carnci attention is the 
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not for offices of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt ho- 
nourable advancements in the kingdom of heaven, 


Diſunired from which knowledge all application is but 
elaborate impertinence; and all ſcience no better than 
A er ignorance. Theſe records contain the fault. 


leis model of duty, and the nobleſt motives to obedience, - 
Nothing ſo powertul to work a lively faith, and a joy- 


ful hope, as an attentive conſideration of our Lord's 
unutterable merits. Nothing ſo ſovereign to antidote 


the peſtilential influence of the world, and deliver our 
affections from a ſlavery to ignoble objects, as an habi- 


tual remembrance of his extreme agonies. The genuine, 
the ever-fruittul ſource of all morality, is the unteigned 
love of Chriſt; and the crots, the croſs, is the appointed 


* altar from which we may fetch a coal + to kindle 


this ſacred fire, 


Behold, therefore, the man, the matchleſs and ſtu- 


pendous man, whole practice was a pattern of the moſt 


exalted virtue, and his perion the mirror of every divine 


perfection. Examine the memoirs of his heavenly tem- 


per and exemplary converſation; contemplate that 


choir of graces which were aſlociated in his mind, and 


ſned the higheſt luſtre on all his actions. Familiarize to 


thy thoughts his inſtructive diſcourſes, and enter into 


the very ſpirit of his refined doctrines; that the graces 
may be transfuſed into thy breaſt, and the doctrines. 


tranſcribed in thy life. Follow him to Calvary's horrid 


eminence, to Calvary's fatal cataſtrophe; where inno- 
cence, dignity, and merit, were made perfect through 
ſufferings: each ſhining with all poſſible ſplendor 
through the tragical ſcene 3 ſomewhat like his own ra- 
8 | „% do hh, VN 
everlafting goſpel contemplated by the angelic orders! How much more, 


if it were poſſible, does it deſerve the devout and inceſſant conſideration of 
human minds? Since by them it is not only to be {ſpeculated as a bright 


and raviſhing diſplay of the Divine attributes, but to be applied to their 


fallen nature as a mui benign ſchemèe of recovering gracez as the ſure and 


only methed of obtaining lite and immortality. 


And IJ, ſays our Lord, it I be lifted up from the earth, and extend- 
ed on the croſs, * wilt: draw all men unto me:“ will give ſuch a rich and 

_ tranſcendent diſplay of my love, as ſha!l contitute the moſt powerſul and 

prevailing atu active of theirs. John xii. 32, : 


rr 


22 I man 
Z r ies ACh IR 


vellous works declare; 


the voice of fame, but trom the dying lips of ſome edified Chriitian, | 
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diant bow, then glowing with the greateſt beauty, when 
appearing on the darkeſt cloud. Be thy moſt conſtant 
attention fixed on that lovely and ſorrowful ſpectacle. 
Behold the ſpotleſs victim nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed 
to the heart. Hear him pouring out prayers for his 
murderers, before he poured out his ſoul for tranſgreſ- 
ſors. See the wounds that ſtream with forgiveneſs, and 
bleed balm for a diſtempered world. O!] ſee the juſtice 
of the Almighty and his goodneſs; his mercy and his 
vengeance; every tremendous and gracious attribute 


' manifeſted 3 manifeſted with inexpreſſible glory in that 


moſt ignominious, yet grendeſt, of tranſactions. 
Since God is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his mar- 


Since the great Sov'reign ſends ten thouſand worlds, 
To tell us, he reſides above them al, | 
In glory's unapproachable receſs, t 


| how can we forbear haſtening, with Moſes, bowing our 
ſelves to the earth, and worſhipping ? | | 


O! what an honourable, as well as advantageous, 
employ is prayer! Advantageous. By prayer we cul- 
tivate that improving correſpondence with Jehovah, we 
carry on that gladdening intercourſe with his Spirit, 
which muſt begin here, in order to be completed in 
eternity. Honourable. By prayer we have accels to 
that mighty Potentate, whoſe ſceptre ſways univerſal 


nature, and whoſe rich regalia fill the ſkies with luſtre. 


Prayer places us in his preſence- chamber, while © the 
blood of ſprinkling? procures us a gracions audience. 
Shall I then bluſh to be found proſtrate before the 
throne of grace? Shall I be aſhamed to have it known, 
„ B b 2 that 


+ For this quotation, and ſeveral valuable hints, I acknowledge myſelf 
indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime poems, intitled Night-Thoughts of 
Which I only ſhall ſay, that I receive freſh pleaſure, and richer improve- 
ment, from every renewed peruſal; and 1 think 1 ſhail have reaſon to 


bleſs the indulgent Beſtower of all wiidom for thoſe inſtructive and ani- 
mating compoſitions, even in my laſt moments; than which nothing can 

more emphatically ſpeak their ſuperior excellence, nor give a more ſolid 
| ſatisfaCtion to their worthy author. Happy thould I think myſelt, if theſe 


little ſketches of contemplative devotion might be honoured with the moſt 
inferior degree of the ſame ſucceſs; might receive a tetimony, not from 
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292 CONTEMPLATIONS ox 
that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in the family, or 


am conſcientious in obſerving my private retirements? 


Rather let me glory in this unſpeakable privilege, 
Let me reckon it the nobleſt poſture, to fall low on 
my knees before his footſtool 3 and the higheſt honour, 


to enjoy communion with his moſt exalted Majeſty, 


Incomparably more noble, than to ſit, in perſon, on the 
triumphal chariot z or to ſtand, in effigy, amidit the 


Moſt ineſtimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe, 


which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and is 


the crowning benefit of the new covenant 3 * I will be 
thy Cod. f Will this ſupremely excellent and almigh- 
ty Being vouchſafe to be my portion? To ſettle upon 
a poor ſinner, not the heritage of a county, not the 


| poſſeſſion of the whole earth, but his own ever-bleſſcd 
Self? May I then, through his free condeſcending grace, 


and the unknown merits of his Son, look upon all theſe 
infinitely noble attributes as my treaſure? May I re- 


gard the Wiſdom which ſuperintends the multitude of 


worlds as my guide? the Power which preduced, and 


| Preſerves them in exiſtence, as my guard? the Goodnels 
which, by an endleſs communication of favours, ren- 
ders them all ſo many habitations of happineſs, as my 

_ exceeding great reward? What a fund of felicity is 


included in uch a bleſſing ! How often does the Ifracli- 


tiſh Prince exult in the aſſurance, that this unutterable 
and boundleſs good is his own ? Intereſted in this, he 


bids defiance to every evil that can be dreaded ; and 


_ reſts in certain expectation of every bleſſing that can 


be deſired. The Lord is my light, and my talvation 
whom then ſhall I fear? The Lord' (with an air of ex- 


ultation, he repeats both his affiance, and his challenge,) 


* 1s the ſtrength of my life; of whom then ſhall I be 
atraid ;** Nothing ſo effectual as this appropriating 
faith, to inſpire a dignity of mind ſuperior to tranſi- 
tory trifles; or to create a calmneſs of temper, una- 


larmed by vulgar fears, unappalled by death itſelf. 


© The 


1 Heb, viii. 10.  # Pal. xvii, 1. 
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e The Lord is my ſhepherd,” ſays the ſame truly gallant 
and heroic perſonage : * therefore ſhall I lack nothing.“ 
How is it poſſible he ſhould ſuffer want who has the 
all- ſufficient fulneſs for his ſupply ? So long as uner- 
ring Wiſdom is capable of contriving the means, ſo 


long as uncontroulable Power is able to execute them, 
ſuch a one cannot fail of being ſafe and happy; whether 
he continue amidſt the viciſſitudes of time, or depart 


into the unchangeable eternity. 


Here let us ſtand a moment, and humbly contem- 


plate this great God, together with ourſelves, in a rela- 


tive view. If we reflect on the works of material na- 
ture, their number incomprehenſible, and their extent 
unmeaſurable, each of them apart fo admirably. 
framed, the connections of the whole ſo exquilitely _ 
regulated, and all derived from one and the fame glo- 


rious agent : if we recolle& the far more noble accom- 


pliſnhments of elegant taſte, and diſcerning judgment; 


of refined affections, and exalted ſentiments z which are 
to be found _— the ſeveral orders of intelligent ex- 
iſtence; and all of 


farther confider this Author of material beauty, and 
moral excellency, as a guardian, a governor, and be- 
nefactor to all his creatures; ſupporting the whole ſyſ- 
tem, and protecting each individual by an ever watchful 


providence; preſiding over the minuteſt affairs, and 
cauſing all events to terminate in the moſt extenſive 
good; heaping, with unremitted liberality, his benefits 


upon every capable object, and making the circuit of 

the univerſea ſeminary of happineſs: is it poſſible for the 
human heart, under ſuch captivating views, to be indif- 
ferent towards this molt benign, moſt bountiful original 


of being and of bliſs? Can any be fo immerſed in ſtu- 


pidity, as to ſay unto the Almighty, —m the language 


of an irreligious temper, and licentious life, to ſay? 


De part from us; we implore not thy favour ; nor de- 
fire the knowledge of thy ways.* Wonder, O Heavens ! 


. Plal, xxlii. 1. 8 


them flowing, in rich emanations, 
from the one ſole Fountain of intellectual light: if we 
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29% CONTEMPLATIONS ON 
be amazed, O Earth! and let the inhabitants of both 
expreſs their aſtoniſhment at this unparalleled compli. 
cation of diſingenuous, ungrateful, deltructive perverſe. 
N | | Bhs | 
If we conſider our fallen and imperfect ſtate ; frail in 
our bodies, enfeebled in our minds; in every part of 
our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences of lite, 
© like a tottering wall, or a broken hedge :* if we ſur- 
vey our indigent and infirm ſtate z without holineſs, 
without ſpiritual ſtrength ; our poſſeſſion of preſent con- 
veniencies intirely dependent on God's ſovereign plea- 
Cure; yea, forfeited, juſtly forfeited, with every future 
hope, by a thouſand aggravated iniquities: if we add 
the various diſaſters of our condition; agitated, as we 
are, by tumultuous paſſions; oppreſſed with diſpiriting 
fears; held in ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing þ 
cares; liable to pains, and expoſed to troubles z troubles 
from every quarter, troubles of every kind: can we, 
amidſt ſo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmi- 
ties, and ſubje& to ſuch diſaſtrous accidents; can we 
be unconcerned, whether God's omnipotent, irreſiſtible, 
all- conducting hand be againſt us, or for us? Imagina- 
tion itſelf ſnudders at the thought! Can we reſt ſatisfied, 
without a well-grounded perſuaſion, that we are recon- 
ciled to this ſupreme Lord, and the objects of his un- 
* changeable goodneſs! If there be an abandoned wretch, 
whote apprehenſions are lo fatally blinded, who is ſo ut- 
terly loſt to all ſenſe of his duty, and of his intereſt, 
t Perplexins---Thoſe who read the original language of the New Teſta- 
ment, are ſufficiently appriſcd, taat ſuch is the fgnificancy of that bene- 
volent diſſuaſive, urged by our Lord, jy jaceyvce, Matt. vi. 25. I beg 
leave, for the ſake of the unearned reader, to obſerve, that our tranſla- 
tion, though for the moſt part faithful and exceilent, has here mifrepre- 
ented our divine Mafter's .mcaning, Take no thought for your food, for 
your raiment, for your bodily welfare, is not only not the true ſenſe, but 
the very reverſe, of the ſcriptural doctrine. We are required to take a 
prudent and moderate thought for the neccffaries of life. The fluggard, 
who neglects this decent precaution, is ſeverely reprimanded; is icnt to 
done of the meanet animals, to biuth for his tolly, and learn diſcretion from 
her conduct, Prev. vi. 6. Our Saviour's precept, and the exact ſenſe of 


his expreMion, is, Take no anxious thought; indulge no perplexing care. 
No fuch care as may argue an unreaſonable diſtruſt of Providence; or may 


rend and tear your Minds with digteſſiug, with pernicious 19l:ciludg, 
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THE STARRY HEAVENS, 295 
let me bewail his miſery, while I abhor his impiety. 
Bewail his miſery, though Popularity, with her choiceſt 
laurels, adorn his brow ; though Affluence, with her 
richeſt delicacics, load his table; though half a nation, 
or half a world, contpire to call him happy. 5 
May I, by a believing application, folace myſelf in 
this everlaſting ſource of love, perfection and joy! 
Grant me this "requeſt, and I aſłk no more. Only that 
I may expect, not with a reluctant anxiety, but with a 
ready chearfulnels, the arrival of that important hour, 
when the veil of fleſh ſhall drop, and the ſhadows of 
mortality flee away; when I ſhall no longer complain 
of obſcure knowledge, languid affections, and imper- 
fect fruition, but ſhall ſee the uncreated and immortal 
Majeſty. See him, not in this diſtant and unaffecting 
method, of reaſoning from his works, but with the 
moſt clear and direct intuition of the mind. When I 
ſhall love him, not with a cold and contracted ſpirit, 
but with the moſt lively and enlarged emotions of gra- 
titude, When J ſhall inceſſantly enjoy the light of his 
countenance z and be united, inſeparably united, to his 
all-glorious Godhead, Take, ye ambitious, unenvied 


and unoppoſed, take to yourſelves the toys of ftate, 


May I be enabled to rcjvice in this bleſſed hope; and to 
triumph in that amiable, that adorable, that delight ful 

name, the Lord my God! And TI ſhall ſcarce beſtow 
a thought on the ſplendid pageantry of the world, un- 
leſs it be to deſpiſe its empty pomp, and to Pity its de- 
luded admirers, 
All theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, and 
almoſt infinite in their multitude, are obedient to the 
Divine command. The God of wiſdom &« telleth their 


numbers, and is intimately acquainted with their va- 


rious properties. The God of power * calleth them 
all by their names,” and alſigns them whatever office he 
pleaſes. He marſhals all the ſtarry legions with infi- 
nitely greater eaſe, and nicer order, than the moſt ex- 
pert general arranges his diſciplined troops, He ap- 
points their aan ; he marks their route; he fixes the 

| | | oe; 


— 
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time for their return, The poſts which he appoints 
they occupy without fail. In the route which he 
ſettles, they perſevere without the leaſt deviation. And 
to the inſtant * which he fixes for their return they are 
preciſely punctual, He has given them a law, which, 
through a long revolution of ages, ſhall not be broken; 
unleſs his ſovereign will interpoſe for its repeal. Then, 
indeed, the motion of the celeſtial orbs is controuled ; 
their action remains ſuſpended, or their influence receives 


a new direction. The ſun, at his creation, ifſued forth 
with a command, to travel perpetually through the 
heavens. Since which he has never neglected to per- 
form the great circuit; © rejoicing as a giant to run his 
race.“ But when it is requiſite to accompliſh the pur- 


poſes of divine love, the orders are countermanded ; the 
flaming courier remits his career, ſtands ſtill in Gi- 
beon ;F and, for the conveniency of the choſen people, 
holds back the fallen day. The moon was diſpatched 
with a charge, never to intermit her revolving courſe 
till day and night come to an end. But when the chil- 


dren of Providence are to be favoured with an uncom- 


mon continuance of light, ſhe halts in her march; 
makes a ſolemn pauſe in the valley of Ajalon;' and 

delays to bring on her attendant train of ſhadows, 
When the enemies of the Lord are to be diſcomfited, 
the ſtars are levied into the ſervice; the ſtars are armed, 


* © The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly bodies, per- 
form their courſes and revolutions with ſo much certainty and exaCtnels, 


as never once to fail; but, for almott 6000 years, come conitantly about 


2 ſame period in the hundredth part of a minute: Stackthouje's Hift, 

Bible. . . 3 

+ This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſcripture language, and according 

to the common notion. With reſpect to the power which effected the alte- 
ration, it is much the ſame thing, and alike miraculous, whether the ſun 
or the earth be ſuppoſed to move. 


+ Joſh. x. 12, 13. The prophet Habakkuk, according to his lofty man- 


ner, celebrates this event; and points out, in very poetical diction, the 
deſign of fo ſurpriſing a miracle. The ſun and moon food ftiilin their ha- 
-. bita.jon: in the light, the long continued and miraculous light, thy ar- 
rows, edged with deſtruction, walked on their awiul errand; in the clear 
. thining of the day, prot ractzd for this very purpoſe, thy glittering ſpears 


zii. 11. 


launched by thy people, but guided by thy hand, ſprung to its prey.” Hab. 
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and take the field; © the ſtars, in their courſes, fought 
againſt Siſera “ | | , 

So dutiful is material nature! fo obſequious, in all 
her forms, to her Creator*s pleaſure ! The bellowing 
thunders liſten to his voice, and the vollied lightnings 
obſerve the direction of his eye. The flying ſtorm, 
and impetuous whirlwind, wear his yoke. The raging 
waves revere his nod: they ſhake the earth; they daſh 
the ſkies 3 yet never offer to pais the limits which he 
has preſcribed, Even the planetary ſpheres, though 
vaſtly larger than the wide-extended earth, are, in his 
hand, as clay in the hands of the potter. Though, 
ſwifter than the northern blaſt, they ſweep the long 
tracts of æther, yet are they guided by his reins, and 
execute whatever he injoins. All thoſe enormous globes 
of central fire which beam through the boundleſs 
azure, in compariſon of which, an army of planets 
were like a ſwarm of ſummer inſects ; thoſe, even thoſe, 
are conformable to his will, as the melting wax to the 
impreſſed ſeal, Since all, all is obedient, throughout 
the whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only rebel 
againſt the almighty Maker? Shall theſe unruly appe- 
tites reject his government, and refuſe their allegiance ? 
Shall theſe headſtrong paſſions break looſe from divine 
reſtraint, and run wild, in exorbitant failies, after their 
own imaginations ? _ . e 
O my ſoul, be ſtung with remorſe, and overwhelmed 
with confuſion, at the thought! Is it not arighteous thing 
* FJudg. v. 20. The ſcriptural phraſe frught again, will, I hope, be 2 
proper warrant for every expreſſion I have uſed on this occaſion, The 


paſſage is generally ſuppoſed to ſignify, that ſome very dreadful meteors 


{which the ſtars were thought to influence) ſuch as fierce fla hes of light- 
ning, impetuous ſhowers of rain, and rapid ſtorms of hail, were em- 
ployed by the Almighty to terrify, annoy, and overthrow the enemies of 
iſrael, If fo, there cannot be a more ciear and lively paraphraſe on the 
text, than thoſe fine lines of a Jewiſh writer. His jevere wrath ſhall He 
ſharpen for a jword $ and the world ſhall fght with him againſi the ungodly, Then 
hall the right- aiming thunderbolts go abroad 5 and from the clouds, as frem a 
zwell-drawn bow, ſhall they fly to the mark. And hail:ftones, full of wrath, ſpall 
he caſt out of a flone bow 3 and the water of the ſea ſha'l rage ag ainſi them and 
the floods (as Was the caſe of the river Kiſhon) all cruelly drown them. Yea, 
a mighty wind ſhall land up againſt them, and, like a ſtorm, ſpall blow them 


* 


#way, Wiſd. v. 20, 21, 22 23. 
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that the bleſſed God ſhould ſway the ſceptre, with the 
moſt abſolute authority, over all the creatures which 
his power has formed? eſpecially over thoſe creatures 
whom his diſtinguiſhed favour has endued with the no- 
ble principle of reaſon, and made capable of a bliſsful 
immortality. Sure, if all the ranks of inanimate exil- 
tence conform to their Maker's decree by the neceſſity 
of their nature, this more excellent race of beings 
ſhould pay their equal homage by the willing compli- 
ance of their affections. * Come then, all ye faculties 
of my mind; come, all ye powers of my body; give up 
eee without a moment's delay, without the 
eaſt reſerve, to his governance. Stand, like dutiful 
ſervants, at his footſtool; in an everlaſting readinels to 
do whatſoever He requires, to be whatſoever He ap- 
points. To further, with united efforts, the purpoſcs 
of his glory in this earthly ſcene; or elſe to ſeparate, 
without reluctance, at his ſummons z the one, to ſleep 
in the ſilent duſt; the other, to advance his honour in 
ſome remoter colony of his kingdom. Thus may I 
join with all the works of the Lord, in all places of his 
dominion, to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy z and 
proclaim Him ſovereign of ſouls, as well as ruler of 
worlds. = ß Conn 
At my firſt coming abroad, all theſe luminaries were 
eclipſed by the overpowering luſtre of the ſun. They 
were all placed in the very ſame ſtations, and played 
8 55 | VVV 
This argument, 1 acknowledge, is not abſolutely concluſive, But it 
15 popular and ftriking. Nor can I think myſelf obliged, in ſuch a work, 
where fancy bears a conſiderable ſway, to proceed always with the cau- 
tion and exactneſs of a diſputer in the ſchools. If there be ſome appear- 
ance of analogy between the fact and the inference, it ſeems ſufficient for 
my purpoſe; though the deduction ſhould not be neceflary, nor the proceſs 
ftriftly ſyllogiſtical. One of the apoftolic fathers has an affecting and ſub- 
lime paragraph, which runs intirely in this form: Hog Te xa Tenn, 
&7eewy Te Xopoty xcla Thy Tialaſny avis gy oovoic, & Mares T agextoa- 
gu, EEENTTBOW TE; Emi]Elofpueveg avra; opromut;., The ſun, the moon, and 
the ftarry choir, without the leaſt deviation, and with the utmoſt harmony, perform 
the revolutions appointed them by the ſupreme decree. From which remark, and 
abundance of other ſimilar inſtances, oblervable in the ceconomy of nature, 
he exhorts Chriftians to a cordial unanimity ameng themſelves, and a du- 


tiful obedience to God. Vid. Clem. Roman, 1 Ep. ad Corinth, Sect. 20. Sce 
alſo a beautiful Ode in Dr. Watts's Lyric Poems, intituled, The Compa- 


riſon. and Complaint," which turns upon this very thought, _ 
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the ſame ſprightly beams, yet not one of them was 
ſeen. As the day- light wore away, and the ſober ſhades 
advanced, Heſperus, who leads the ſtarry train, diſ- 
cloſed his radiant forehead, and catched my eye, While 
I ſtood gazing on his bright and beautiful aſpect, ſeve- 
ral of his attendants peeped through the blue curtains, 
Scarce had I turned to obſerve theſe freſh emanations 
of ſplendor, but others dropt the weil, others ſtole into 
view. When lo! faſter and more numerous, multitudes | 
ſprung from obſcurity ; they poured, in ſhining troops, 
and in ſweet confuſion, over all the empyrean plain; 
till the firmament ſeemed like one vaſt conſtellat ion; 7 
and * a flood of glory burſt from all the tkies.” 

Is not ſuch the riſe and ſuch the progrels of a true 
converſion, in the prejudiced infidel, or inattentive ſin- 
ner? During the period of his vainer years, a thouſand 
intereſting truths lay utterly undiſcovered ; a thouſand 
momentous concerns were intirely diſregarded : bur, 
when divine grace diſſipates the deluſive glitter which 
dazzled his underſtanding, and beguiled his atfections, 
then he begins to diſcern, dimly to diſcern, the things 
which belong unto his peace. Some admonition of ſcrip- 
ture darts conviction into his ſoul, as the glimmering 

ofa ſtar pierces the gloom ot night. Then, perhaps, 

| another awful or cheering text impreſſes terror, or 

diffuſes comfort. A threatening alarms his tears, or a 
promiſe awakens bis hopes. This, poſſibly, is ſuc- 

ceeded by ſome afflictive diſpenſation of Providence, 

and improved by ſome edifying and inſtructive conver- 
ſation: all which is eſtabliſhed, as to its continuance, 

„and inlarged, as to its influence, by a diligent ſtudy ot 

the facred word. By this means new truths continu- 

ally pour their evidence. Scenes of refined and exalted, 
but hitherto unknown, delight, addreſs him with their 
attractives. New deſires take wing; new purſuits are 

ſet on foot. A new turn of mind forms his temper; a 

new habit of converſation regulates his life. In a word, 


old things are paſſed V5 and all things become new. 
= Ons | 
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He, who was ſometime darkneſs, is now light, and 
life, and joy in the Lord. | 
The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, the 
more fully I diſcern the richneſs of its decorations, 
Abundance of minuter lights, which lay concealcd 
from a ſuperficial notice, are viſible on a cloter examina- 
tion; eſpecially in thoſe tracts of the ſky which are 
called the Galaxy, and are diſtinguiſhable by a ſort of 


milky path. There the ſtars are crouded rather than 


diſſeminated; the region ſeems to be all on a blaze 
with their blended rays. Bcfides this vaſt profuſion, 
which in my preſent ſituation the eye dilcovers, was! 
to make my ſurvey, from any other part of the globe 
lying nearer the ſouthern pole, I ſhould behold a new 
choir of ſtarry bodies, which have never appeared within 
our horizon. Was I (which 1s ſtill more wonderful) 
either here or there, to view the firmament with the 
virtuoſo's glaſs, I ſhould find a prodigious multitude 
of flaming orbs, which, immerſed in depths of æther, 
_ eſcape the keeneſt unaſſiſted ſight. / Yet, in theſe va- 
rious ſituations, even with the aid of the teleſcope tube, 
I ſhould not be able to deſcry the halt, perhaps not 3 
thouſandth part, of thoſe majeſtic luminaries, which 
the vaſt expanſive heavens contain.} So the more di- 
ligently I puriue my ſearch into thoſe oracles of eternal 
truth, the Scriptures, I perceive a wider, a deeper, an 
ever- increaſing fund of ſpiritual treaſures. I perceive 
the brighter ſtrokes of wiſdom, and the richer diſplays 


+ Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, 
And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal day, 
Bring forth thy glaſſes: clear thy wond'ring eyes: 
_ Millions beyond the former millions riſe : . 
Look farther: Millions more blaze from remoter ſkices. 
. 1 See an ingenicus Poem, intituled, The Univerſe. 
+} How noble, conſidered in this view, are the celebrations of the divine 
_ Majeity, which frequently occur in the ſacred writings! © It is the Lord 
that made the Heavens.” Eſal. xcvi. 5. What a prodigious dignity does 
ſuch a ſenſe of things give to that devout aſcription of praife ! „Thou, 


even Thou, art Lord alone; Thou haſt made Heaven, the Heaven of 
Heavens, with all their hoſt.” Nehem. ix. 6, Examined by this rule, the 
beautiful climax in our in{pired hymn is ſublime bey ond compare. Praiſe 
Him, ſun and mocn; {xa Him, all ye ſtars of light: pralſe Him, ye 
al, exlviii. 3, 4. | | | 


4 


Heaven of Heavens," 


e a3 rn! 


T 
ES A 


wid wes 34" 
3 . 


7% 


Nine 0 
£ t . * 
8 3 28 


es od ww @ Wu 


- WW we TS 


Ls 


C3. t&y C9 


3 
[4.9 
"> 
& 
| 
70 
q 
q 
* 
* 
* 
1 * 
N 
* 
9 
Ka 
25 
<A 
* 
7 
— 
2 
bs 
"x3 
x 
77 
3 
E 
+. 
* 
V5 
by 
. 
ES 
N 
Wd, 
a 
Ws 
SS 
E 
bs 
N 


TE STARRY HEAVENS: 307 
oodneſs ; a more tranſcendant non ray in the ile 


of g 


luſtrious Meſſiah, and a more deplorable vileneſs in 
fallen Man; a more immaculate purity in God's law, 


and more precious privileges in his goſpel. Yet, after 
a courſe of ſtudy ever ſo afſiduous, ever fo prolonged, 
1 ſhould have reaſon to own myſelf a mere babe in 
heavenly knowledge; or, at moſt, but a puer ile profi- 
cient in the ichool of Chriſt. 

After all my moſt accurate inſpettion, thoſe ſtarry 
orbs appear but as glittering points, Even the planets, 
though ſo much nearer our earthly manſion, ſeem only 
like burning bullets, If then we have uch imperfect by, 
apprehenſions of viſible and material things, how much 
more ſcanty and inadequate muſt be our notions of in- 


villble and immortal objects! We behold the ſtars. 


Though every one is incomparably bigger than the 
globe we inhabit, yet they dwindle, upon our ſurvey, 
into the moſt diminutive forms. Thus we ſee by faith 
the glories of the bleſſed Jeſus, the atoning efficacy of 
his death, the juſtifying merit of his righteouſucis, 
and the joys which are reſerved for his followers. But 
alas! even our molt exalted ideas are vaſtly below the 


truth: as much below the truth, as the report which 


our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edifices is inferior to 
their real grandeur. Should we take in all the magni- 
fying aſſiſtances which art has contrived, thoſe lumi- 
nous bodies would elude our ſkill, and appear as ſmall 
as ever. Should an inhabitant of earth travel towards 
the cope of Heaven, and be carried forwards, in his 
atrial journey, more than a hundred and ſixty millions 
of miles, x even in that advanced ſituation, thoſe oceans 


of flame would look no larger than radiant ſpecks. 


In like manner, conceive ever ſo magnificently of the 


Nen er's honows, and of the bliſs which he has 


Cc 1 purchaſed 
e 1 ineredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, but a real 
fact. For ; bout the aches Hit of Dece uber, we are above 102,000,000 
of miles nearer the 3 parts of the iky than we were at the twenty- 


fir it 0¹ Jun 183 and 7 el ien regard to the ftars ſttuate in that Quarter, 


We perceive nod change in their aſpect, nor any auguentadion ot thew mage 
Ritug ' ; 1 
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purchaſed for his people, yet you will fall ſhort. Raiſe 
your imagination higher; ſtretch your invent ion wider; 
give them all the ſcope which a ſoaring and excurſive 
fancy can take; ſtill your conceptions will be extreme- 
Iy diſproportionate to their genuine perfections. Vaſt 
are the bodies which roll in the expanſe of heaven; 
vaſter far are thoſe fields of æther through which they 
run their endleſs round: but the excellency of Teſs, 
and the happineſs laid up for his ſervants, | are greater 
than either; than both; than all. An inſpired writer 
calls the former, © The unſearchable riches of Crit; 
and ſtiles the latter, © An exceeding great and eternal 
weight of glory.“ | | 


It thoſe ſtars are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines 
of fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light, there is no rea- 
fon to doubt, but they have lome very grand uſes, ſuit- 
able to the magnificence of their nature. To ſpecify, 
or explain, the particular purpoſes they aniwer, is al- 
together impoſhble, in our preſent ſtate of diſtance and 
Ignorance. This, however, we may clearly diſcern 
they are difpoted in that very manner which is moſt 
pleating and moſt ſerviceable to mankind. They are 


not placed at an infinite remove, ſo as to lie beyond our 


fight ; neither are they brought fo near to our abode, 
as to annoy us with their beams. We fee them ſhine 
on every fide. The deep azme, which ſerves them as a 
ground, heightens their tplendor. At the ſame time, 
their influence is gentle, and their rays are deſtitute of 
heat. So that we are ſurrvunded with a multitude of 
fiery globes, which beautify and illuminate the firma- 
ment, without any riſque either to the coolneſs of our 
night, or the quiet of our repole. Who can ſuffici- 
ently admire that wondrous benignity, which, on our 
account, ftrews the earth with bleſſings of every kind, 
and veuchiates to make the very heavens ſubſer vient to 
our aolight? 5 oh ns 5 i 
It is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace with 
coſtly gildings, that God commands the celeſtial lumi- 
naries to glitter through the glam. We allo reap 
17 5 „„ conſiderable 


R 


FFG „ een , . . wh, A. 


PPP en er PEI GE” 4 . , 
4 A” A. 5 


AY . rr” 1 
v 7 : 


fore, that the ſtewards of ſuch a talent, are to expect a 


ment, or ſocial uſefulneſs ! | MED T How 
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eonſiderable benefits from their miniſtry, They di- 
vide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. They ſettle 
the order of our works; and are, according to the 
deſtination, mentioned in ſacred writ, © for ſigns, and 
for ſeaſons 3 for days, and for years.“ The returns of 
heat and cold alone would have been too precarious a 
rule, But theſe radiant bodies, by the variation, and 
alſo by the regularity, of their motions, afford a method 
of calculating abſolutely certain, and ſufficiently obvi- 
ous. By this the farmer is inſtructed when to com- 
mit his grain to the furrows, and how to conduct the 
operations of huſhandry. By this the ſailor knows 
when to proceed on his voyage with leaft peril, and 
how to. carry on the bulineſs of navigation with moſt 
ſucceſs. „„ N 7 e 
Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer, for 
eternity, learn, from the ſame monitors, to number, 
for nobler purpoſes, to number his days; and duly to 
tranſact the grand, grand affairs of his everlaſting ſal- 
vation? Since God has appointed ſo many bright mea- 
ſurers of our time to determine its Jarger periods, and 
to minute down its ordivary ſtages, ſure this moſt 
ſtrongly inculcates its value, and ſhould powerfully _ 
prompt us to improve it. Behold! the ſupreme Lord 
marks the progreſs of our life in that moſt conſpicuous 
kalendar above. Does not ſuch an ordination tell us, 
and in the moſt emphatical language, That our life is 
given for uſe, not for waſte? that no portion of it is 
delivered, but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is 
entered, as it paſſes, in the Divine regiſter z and, there- 


future reckoning? Behold ! the very heavens are bid to 
be the accomptants of our years, and months, and 
days. O! may this induce us to manage them with a 
vigilant frugality; to part with them as miſers with 
their hoarded treaſure, warily and circumſpectly; and, 
if poſſible, as merchants with their rich commodities, | 
not without an equivalent, either in perſonal improve- 
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This bright the ſtarry diamonds fine | The anbittn 
of caſtern monarchs could im: gine no diſtinction more 
noble and ſublime than that of being likened to thoſe 
beaming orbs.* They form night's ; richeſt drels ; ; and 

ſparkle upon her ſable robe like jewels of the fineſt 
luſtre. Like jewels! I wrong their character. The 
Incid ſtone has no brilliancy ; quenched is the flame even 
of the golden topaz, compared with thoſe glowing deco- 
rations of heaven. How widely are their radiant | 
honours diffuſed ! No nation ſo remote, but ſees their 
beauty, and rejoices in their vſcfulneſs. Tüey have 
been admired by all preceding generations; and every 
riſing age willl gaze on their charms with renewed de- 
light, How animating, then, is that promiſe, made - 
to the faithful miniſter of the goſpel! © They that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars ior ever 
and ever. Is not this a moſt winning encouragement, 
© to ſpend and be ſpent' in the ſervice of ſouls ? Me- 
thinks the ſtars beckon as they twinkle. Methinks 
they ſhew me their ſplendors, on purpoſe to inſpire me 
with alacrity in the race ſet before me; on purpoſe to 
enliven my activity in the work that is given me to do. 
Yes, ye majeſtic monitors! I undertiand your meaning. 
If honour has any charms ; if true glory, the glory 
which cometh from God, is any attractive; you diſplay 
the moſt powerful incitements to exerciſe all aſſiduity 
in my holy vocation. I will henceforth obſerve your 
intimation.z and, when zeal becomes languid, have re- 
courle to your heavenly lamps; if ſo be T may reKin- | 


dle its ardor at thoſe inextinguiſhable fires, 


Of the polar Rar it is obiervable, that while has - 
luminaries alter their ſituation, this ſeems invariably 
fixed. While other luminaries now mount the bat- 
tlements of heaven, and appear upon duty; now retire 
bencath the horizon, and reſigu to a lreſh &&t the watches 


* on 


* Numb. xxiv. 17, Dan. viii, 10. + Dan. x . 
4 i ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of the object. t Gooch 
this remarkable ſtar revolves round the pole, its motion is fo flow, 2nd the 


as render both tus revolution and change of 


Circle it dect! bes ſo mall, 
Gruation h e e 0. 
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of the night; this never departs from its ſtation; this 
in every feaſon maintains an uniform poſition, and is 

always to be found in the ſame tract of the northern 

 tky. How often has this beamed bright intelligence on 
the ſailor, and conducted the keel to its defired haven! 

In early ages, thoſe who went down to the fea in ſhips, 
and occupied their buſmels in great waters, had ſcarce 

any other ſure guide for their wandering veſſel. This, 
therefore, they viewed with the moſt folicitous atten- 
tion. By this they formed their obſervations, and re- 
gulated their voyage. When this was obſcured by 
clouds, or enveloped in miſts, the trembling mariner 
was bewildered on the watery waſte, His thoughts 
fluctuated as much as the floating ſurge; and he knew 
not where he was advanced, or whither he ſhould ſteer, 

But when this auſpicious ſtar broke through the gloom, 

it diſhpated the anxiety of his mind, and cleared up his 
dubious paſſage. He re-afſumecd, with alacrity, the 

management of the helm; and was able to ſhape his 
courſe with ſome tolerable degree of ſatisfaction and 
J or cn dal 8 1 = 
Such, only much clearer in its light, and much ſurer 
in its direction, is the holy word of God, to thoſe my- 
riads of intellectual beings who are bound tor the 
eternal ſhores ; who, embarked in a veſſel of feeble 
fleſh, are to paſs the waves of this tempeituous and pe- 
1:!ous world. In all diſficulties thoſe ſacred pages ſhed 
an encouraging ray; in all unceriainties they ſuggeſt 
the right determination, and point out the proper pro- 
cedure. What is ſtill a more ineſtimable advantage, 
they, like the ſtar which conducted the eaſtern ſages, 
make plain the way of accels to a Redeemer. I hey 
diſplay his unſpeakable merits ; they diſcover the me- 
thod of being interetted in his great atonement ; and 
lead the weary ſoul, toſſed by troubles, and ſhattered 
by temptations, to that only harbour of peaceful repoſe. 

Let us, theretore, attend to this unerring directory, 

with the ſame conſtancy of regard as the ſea-faring 

man obſerves his compaſs. Let us become as thorough- 
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Iy acquainted with this ſacred chart, as the pilot! is with | 
every truſty mark that gives notice of a lurking rock; 
and with every open road that yields a fate patſage into 

the port. Above all, let us commit ourſelves to this 

_ infallible guidance with the ſame implicit reſignation, 
let us conform our conduct to its exalted precepts with 

the ſame ſedulous care, as the children of Ifrael, when 
ſojourning in the trackleſs detart, followed the pillar of 
fire, and the motion of the miraculous cloud. S0 
will it introduce us not into an carthiy Canaan, flow- 

ing with mil and honey, but into an immortal para- 
dife, where is the fulneſs of joy, and where are plea- 
ſures for evermore. It will introduce us into thoſe hap- 
py, happy regions, where our fun ſhall no more go 
down; nor our moon withdraw itfelf; for the Lord ſhall 
be our everlaſting light; and the days of our mourning, 
together with the fatigues of our Pilgrimage, ſhall be | 

ended. . . 
I ʒperceive a great variety in the ſize and ſplendor of 
thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firſt magni- 
tude; others of an inferior order. Some glow with 

intenſe flames z others glimmer with fainter beams. 
| Yet all are beautiful; all have their peculiar luſtre, 
and diſtinct uſe; all tend, in their diſterent degrees, to 
enamel the cope of heaven, and embroider the robe of 
night. This circumſtance is remarked by an author, 

whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of witdom, and the very 
ſtandard of truth. One ſtar, ſays the apoſtle of the 
_ Gentiles, © differeth from another tar in ry o allo 1 18 
the reſurrection of the dead.” | 
In the world above are various degrees of happineſs, 
various feats of honour. Some will | rite to more illuſ- 
trious diftinctions, and richer joys.f Some, like veſſels | 
of ample capacity, will admit more copious acceſſions 
of light and excellence. Vet there will be no want, 
. he | BH 
* Iſa Ix. 20. 


| 5 ue, xv. 41, 42. The great Mr. Mede nar the ſenſe here given; | 
an 


Joint authority, though far from excluding ay the 7 Jets A uicient 
_ warrant for this 1 of the Word. 


che learned Dr. Hammond admits it into his paraphraſe; Wwhoſe 
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no deficiency, in any; but a fulneſs both of divine ſatis- 
factions, and perſonal perfections. Each will enjoy all 
the good, and be adorned with all the glory, that his 
heart can wiſh, or his condition receive. None will 
know what it 1s to envy. Not the leaſt malevolence, nor 
the leaſt ſelfiſhneſs, but everlaſting friendſhip, prevails, 
and a mutual complacency in each other's delight. 
Love, cordial love, will give every particular faint a 
participation of all the fruitions} which are diffuſed 
_ througin the whole afſerably of the bleſſed. No one 
cclipſes, but each refleRs, light upon his brother. A 
| ſweet interchange of rays ſubſiſts; all enlightened by 
the great fountain, and all enlightening one another, 
By which reciprocal communication of pleaſure and 
amity, each will be continually receiving from, each 
inceſſantly adding to, the general felicity. 3 
Happy, ſupremely happy, they, who are admitted 
into the celeſtial manſions. Better to be a door-keeper 
in thoſe ivory palaces, than to fill the moſt gorge- 
ous throne on earth. The very loweſt place at God's 
right-hand is diſtinguiſhed honour and conſummate 
bliſs, O! that we may, in ſome meaſure, anticipate 
that beatific ſtate, while we remain in our baniſhment 
below! May we, by rejoicing in the ſuperior proſperity 


of another, make it our own! And, provided the ge- 


neral reſult is harmony, be content, be pleaſed, with 
V hat ſoever part is aſſigned to our ſhare, in the univerial 
. Choir of affairs. | | PP ag ole 
While I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, I muſt 
not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of our mo- 
dern aſtronomy, projection and attraction z one of 
which is the all- combining cement, the other is the ever- 
operative ſpring, of the mighty frame. In the begin- 
ring, the all-creating Fiat impreſſed a proper degree of 
motion on each of thole whirling orbs; which, if 
not controuled, would have carried them on, in {trait 
| Gr 8 5 . lines, 


+ Tell- invidiam, et tuum ef quo! babeo: telle invidiam, et meum et qjõ/ 


babes, Augultine. FN 
| | 928 Pſal. xlv, 8. 


— 
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lines, and to endleſs lengths, till they were even loft 
in the abyſs of ſpace. But the gravitating property 
being added to the projectile force, determined their 
courſes to a circular form, “ and obliged the reluctant 
rovers to perform their deſtined rounds. Were either 
of thoſe cauſes to ſuſpend their action, all the harmoni- 
_ oully moving ſpheres would be diſconcerted; would 
degenerate into ſluggiſh inactive males z and falling 
into the central fire, be buint to aſhes. Or elſe would 
exorbitate into wild conſuſion; and each, by the rapi- 
dity of its whirl, be diſfipated into atoms. But the 
impulſive and attractive energy being molt nicely at- 
| tempered to each other, aint, under the immediate 
operation of the Almighty, exerting themſelves in per- 
petual concert, the various globes run their radiant 
races without the leaſt interruption, or the leaſt devia- 
tion; ſo as to create the alternate chang zes of day and 
night, and diſtribute the uletul viciſſituics of ſucceed- 
ing ſeaſons; ſo as to anfwer all the great ends of a 
gracious Providence, and procure eve! y comiortable 
convenience for univerfal nature. 
Does not this conſtitution of the material, very na- 
turally lead the thoughts to thoſe g grand principles of the 
moral and devotional world, jaich and love? Theſe 
are often celebrated by the inipired apoſtle as a com- 
pPrehenſive ſummary of the golpel. . Thele inſpirit the 
breaſt, and regulate the progreis, of each private Chri- 
| tian. Theſe Unite the whoie cengregation of the 


taichful 


0 * I am aware the planetary bird e are nat |: 101, circular, but rather 
elliptical. However, as they are but a Iman 1emove trom tae perfely 
round figure, and partake of it incomparaily more than the trajeddories 
of the comets, 1 chooſe to repreſent the thing in this view. Etpectally, 
becauſe the notion of a circle js ſo much more ntetligible to the generality 
of readers than that of an ellipſis; and becaute ! la: d it down tor a rule, 
not to admit any ſuch abitruſe jentiment, or d1uRcuit expreſſion, as ſnould 
demand a painful attention, inftead of r.ihng an zgrecable idea, For 
| which reaſon 1 have avoided technical terms; have taken no notice of Ju- 
piter's ſatellites, or Saturn's ring; have not fo mach 4s mentioned the 
names of the planets, nor attenipted 10 wadeinto any depths of the Icier.ce; 
let, to thoie who have no opportunity or fing the teiefcope, or of gc- 
_ouainting themi-lves with a 1y Fein of aitronomy, 1 ſhould propouund rid- 
dles, rather than dilylay entertaining and ©d,iymg truths, 
| t Sol. ls ho Thilein. „c. 3. 
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faithful to God, and one another; to God, the great 
centre, in the bonds of gratitude and devotion; to one 
another, by a reciprocal intercourſe of brotherly affec- 
tions, and friendly offices. If you atk, Why is it im 
poſſible for the true believer to live at all adventures ? 
to ſtagnate in floth, or habitually to deviate from duty? 
we an{wer, It is owing to his faith, werking by 
love.'* He aſſuredly truits that Chriſt has ſuſtained 
the infamy, and endured the totment, due to his ſins. 
He firmly relies on that divine propitiation for the par- 
don of all his guilt ; ard humbly expects everlaſting 
falvation as the purchaſe of h's Saviour's merits. This 
produces ſuch a ſpirit of gratitude as refines his incli- 
nations, and animates his whole behaviour. He cannot, 
he cannot run to exceſs of riot, becauſe love to his ador- 
able Redeemer, like a ſtrong, but filken curb, ſweetly 
reſtrains him. He cannot, he cannot lie lulled in a le- 
thargic indolence, becauſe love to the ſame infinite Be- 
nefactor, like a pungent, but endearing ſpur, pleaſingly 
excites him. In a word, faith ſupplies the powerful 
impulſe, while love gives the determining bias, and 
leads the willing feet through the whole circle of God's 
_ commandments. By the united efficacy of theſe heavenly 
graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved in the uni— 
formity and beauty of holineſs; as by the blended 
power of thoſe Newtonian principles, the ſolar ſyſtem 
revolves in a ſteady and magnificent regularity. 
How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, is 
the force of this ſingle principle, attraftion!\ This 
. penetrates the very eſſence of all bodies, and diffuſes 
itlelf to the remoteſt limits of the mundane ſyſtem. By 
this, the worlds impreſſed with motion, hang !&i-ba- 
| Janced on their centres ;F and, though orbs of immenſe. 
magnitude, require nothing but this amazing property 
for their ſupport. To this we aſcribe a phazomenon 
of a very different kind, the preſſure of the atmoſphere; 
* Gal. v. 6. 


$ 1 mean the attraftion both of gravitation and cohefion, 
+ Ponderilus librata jus. 
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which, though a yielding and expanſive fluid, yet, con- 
ſtipated by an attractive energy, ſurrounds the whole 
globe, and incloſes every creature, as it were, with a 
tight bandage. An expedient this abſolutely neceſſary 
to preſerve the texture of our bodies; and, indeed, to 
maintain every ſpecies of animal exiſtence. Attraction! 
VUrged by this wonderful impetus, the rivers circulate, 

_ copious and unintermitted, among all the nations of 
the earth; ſweeping with rapidity down the ſteeps, or 

_ ſoftly N through the plains. Impelled by the ſame 
myſterious force, the nutritious juices are detacked from 

the ſoil; and, aſcending the trees, find their way through 
millions of the fineſt meanders, in order to transfuſe 
vegetable life into all the branches. This confines the 

_ .. ocean within proper hounds, Though the waves 
thereof roar, though they toſs themſelves with all the 
madneſs of indignant rage, yet, checked by this potent, 
this inevitable curb, they are unable to paſs even the 
ſlight barrier of ſand. To this the mountains owe that 
unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the ſhock of career» 
ing winds; and bids the tempeſt, with all its mingled 

| Horrors, impotently rave, By virtue of this inviſible 
mechaniſm, without the aid of crane or pulley, or any 
inſtrument of human device, many thouſand tons of 
water are raiſed, every moment, into the regions of the 
firmament. By this they continue ſuſpended in thin 
air, without any capacious ciſtern to contain their 

| ſubſtance, or any mally pillars to ſuſtain their weight, 
By this ſame' variouſly acting power they return to the 

| place of their native reſidence; diſtilled in gentle falls of 
deu, or precipitated in impetuous ſhowers of rain. 
They ſlide into the fields in fleecy flights of ſnow, or 
are darted upon the houſes in clattering ſtorms of hail. 
IT his occaſions the ſtrong coheſion of ſolid bodies; 
= without which, our large machines could exert them- 
ſelves with no vigour ; and the nicer utenſils of life 
would elude our expectations of ſervice. This affords 
'a foundation for all thoſe delicate or noble mechanic | 
arts, which furniſn mankind with numberleſs conveni- 
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encies, both of ornament and delight. In ſhort, this 
is the prodigious ballaſt, which compoſes the equili- 
brium, and conſtitutes the ſtability of things: this the 
great chain, which forms the connections of univerſal 
pature: and the mighty engine, which prompts, faci- 
litates, and, in good mealure, accompliſhes all her 
operations. 


known profuſion of benefits with the utmoſt frugality 
of expence ! J i ed Pa LN „ Og 

And what is this attraction? Is it a quality, in 
exiſtence, inſeparable from matter; and, in its acting, 


independent on the Deity ? Quite the reverſe. It is the 
very finger of God; the conſtant impreſſion of Divine 


Power: a principle, neither innate in matter, nor in- 
telligible by mortals. Does it not, however, bear a 
conliderable analogy to the agency of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the Chriſtian oeconomy ? Are not the gracious opera- 
tions of the bleſſed ſpirit, thus extenſive, thus admira- 
ble, thus various? That almighty Being tranſmits 


his gifts through every age, and communicates his 
races to every adherent on the Redeemer. All, 


either of illuſtrious memory, or beneficial tendency; 
in a word, * all the good that is done upon earth, 


he doeth it himſelf.” Strong in his aid, and in the 


power of his might, the ſaints of all times have trode 


vice under their feet; have triumphed over this abject 
world; and converſed in heaven while they dwelt on 
| Not I, but the grace of God, which was with 
me, ' is the unan.mous acknowledgment of them all. 


earth. 


By the ſame kindly ſuccours the whole church is ſtill 


enlightened, quickened, and governed, Through his 
benign influences the teales of ignorance fall from 
the leproſy ot evil concupiſcence 


the underſtanding ; | | 
is purged from the will; and the fetters, the more 


than adamantine fetters of habitual iniquity, drop off 


trom the converſation. He breathes even upon dry 


„„ 1 „ „55 bones, 
* Sec another remarkab'e indance of, this kind in the Refle 
Flux. Gaidel, together 


1 nu. + 1 Cor. XV. 18. 


What complicated effects from a ſingle 
cauſe!“ What profuſion, amidſt frugality! An un- 


| ctions on a 
ith a ne outervation quoted in the cotreſpond- 
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bones,“ and they live: they are ad with ILY 5 


they pant with ardent and heavenly deſire; they exerciſe 
themſelves in all the duties of godlineſs. His real, 
though ſecret inſpiration, diſſolves the flint in the im- 
penitent breaſt; and binds up the torrows of the 
broken heart; raiſes the thoughts high in the elevations 
of holy Rope; ; yet lays them low in the humiliations 
of inward abalement : ftcels the ſoul with impenetrable 
reſolution, a and per levering fortitude; at the fame time 
ſoftens it into a dove-like. - meeknels, and m elts it in Pe- 
nitential ſorrow. | 
When 1 contemplate thoſe ample and magnificent 
ſtructur es, erected over all the ethereal plains; when I 
_ upon them as o many {plendid repoſitories of light, 
- fruiitul abodes of life; when I remember that 
ere may be other orbs vaſtly more, remote than thoſe 
which appear to our unaided ſight; orbs whoſe ef- 
 ſulgence, though travelling. ever ſince the creation, is 
not yet arrived upon our coafts;+ when I ftretch 
my thoughts to the inmmerable orders of being 


which inhabit al} thoſe {ſpacious ſyſtems; from the lofticit 


ſeraph to the loweſt reptile 3 from the armies of an- 
gels, which ſurround the throne of Jchovah, to the 


ay ae, which tinge with blue the turtace of tne. 


plum, 


© See that beautiful piece I Lacred and allezor ical imagery diſplayed, 


Exel. xxxVii. 


+ If this conjecture (Which has no leſs a perſon than the calebrated Mr. 
Huygens for :ts author) concerning unteen frars be trucy if to this ob- 
ſervation be aided, what is atfirmen by our ikiltul attronomers, that the 
mot:on ot the rays of light is fo furpr ng Lift, as to pats througa ten 
millions of miles in a üngle min 415 how vat! bevond ima ination vat 
and un meaſurable, are the 17 aces of the ugiverſe! I nile the mind is di- 
fttended with the z: and 1a; or r: 2iher, v 3's 
powers of piercing judemens, and excarive ! 
 thort, all batted bY dhe amazing lubjzet, permit me te apply thei ipirited 
exclamation and noble Vemogc--- 

Say, pr 890 8 arch, 
Ruilt itt ive an,bition; in diſdain 
Of li ag TR e- Dail in the tatte of heaven! 
Vaſt concave! ainple dome? Wa tou dt25'd 
A meet apart vert wr the Deity * a 
Not-: tha taugt alone thy {tt EC 2m 1132 
Iny iefty unk: 
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anCy, and finds em all crop 
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plum, or mantle the ſtanding pool with green: Ho.].] 


various appear the links in this immenſe chain! How 
vaſt the gradations in this univerſal ſcale of exiſtence! 


Yet all theſe, though ever fo valt and various, are the 


work of God's hand, and are full of his preſence, 


He rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large globes, 
which are pendulous in the vault of heaven. He kindled 
thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which fill the firmament 


with a flood of glory. By him they are ſuſpended in 
fluid æther, and cannot be ſhaken: by him they diſ- 


penſe a perpetual tide of beams, and are never exhauſted. 


He formed, with inexpreſſible nicety, that delicately 


fine collect ion of tubes, that unknown multiplicity of 


ſubtile ſprings, which organiſe and actuate the frame 
of the minuteſt infect, He bids the crimſon curtain 
roll; the vital movements play; and aſſociates a world 
of wonders even in an animated point. Þ In all theſe 
is a ſignal exhibition of creating power; to all theſe are 
extended the ſpecial regards of preſerving goodneſs. 


From hence let me learn to rely on the providence, and 


to revere the preſence, of the ſupreme Majeſty. 


Jo rely on his providence. For, amidſt that incon- 


ceivable number and variety of beings which ſwarm 


through the regions of creation, not one is overlooked, 
not one is neglected, by the great omnipotent Cauſe of 


all, 


# F'en the blue down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living world thy falling fight confounds, 
To Him a peopled habitation ſhows, | 
Where millions taſte the bounty God beſtows. 
See a beautiful and inſtrutiive poem, fliled---Deity, 


+ There are living creatures abundantly ſmaller than the mite, Mr, | 


Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardening, mentions an inſect, which, after 
accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand times leſs than the leaf 
viſible grain of ſand. Vet ſuch an inſet, though quite imperceptible to 
the naked eye, is an elephant, is a whale, compared with other animal- 
cules almoſt infinitely more minute, diſcovered by Mr, Lowenhoek. If 
we conſider the ſeveral limbs which compoſe ſuch an organiſed particle , 
the different muſcles which actuate ſuch a ſet of limbs; the flow of ſpirits 
incomparably more attenuated, which put thoſe muſcles in motion; the 
various fluids, which circulate; the different ſecretions, which are per- 
formed; together with the peculiar minuteneſs of the ſolids, before they 
arrive at their full growth; not to mention other more attonithing modes 
of diminution; ſure we ſhall have the utmoſt reaſon to acknowledge, that 
the adored Maker is maximus in minimus; greatly glorious even in hi; 
ſmalleſt works, | | 5 
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all. However inconſiderable in its charaRer, or dimi- 
nutive in its ſize, it is ſtill the production of the uni- 


verſal Maker, and belongs to the family of the Al- 


mighty Father. What though inthroned archangels 


enjoy the ſmiles of his countenance! yet the low 
inhabitants of earth, the moſt deſpicable worms of the 
ground, are not excluded from his providential care, 

Though the maniteſtation of his perfections is vouch- 


ſafed to holy and intellectual eflences, his ear is open 
to the cries of the young raven. His eye 1s attentive 
to the wants and to the welfare of the very meaneſt 
births of nature. How much leſs, then, are his own 


| _ diſregarded ? Thoſe, for whom He has delivered 


1is beloved Son to death, and for whom he has pre- 


pared habitations of eternal joy. They diſregarded ! 


No. They are kept as the apple of an eye.“ The 


very hairs of their head are all numbered. The fondeſt 
mother may forget the infant that is ©* dandled upon 
| her knees,” and ſucks at her breaſt,* much ſooner than 


| = 


* Iſa. xlix. 15, Can a woman forget her ſucking-child, that ſhe ſhould 
not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb? Yea, they may forget; yet 
will 1 not forget thee.” How delicate and expreifive are the images in 
this charming ſcripture! How full of beauty, if beheid ina critical, how 
rich with conſolation, if confidered in a believing, view! Can a woman ? 
One of the ſofter ſex; whoſe nature is moſt impretible, and whoſe paſſions 
are remarkably tender---Can ſuch a one, not barely ditiezard, but intirely 
forget; not ſuſpend her care for a while, but utterly eraſe the very me- 
mory---of her child; her own child, not another's; a child that was 
formed in her womb, and is a part of herſelf? Her fon, the mo e important, 


and therefore more defirable {pecies; wo waom it peculiarly belongs to 


reſerve the name, and build ip the fanuly---Her only ſon; for the word 
s ſingular; and refers to a caſe where the offspring, not being numerous, 
but centred in a ſingle birth, muſt be productive of ihe fondeſt endearment, 
Can ſhe diveſt herſelf of all concern for ſuch a chiid; not when he is grown 
up to maturity, or gone abroad from her houie; but while he continues in 


an infantile Rate, and muſt owe his whole iatety to her kind attendance; 


while he lies in her boſom, reſts on her arm, and even ſucks at her breaſt? 
Eſpecially, if the poor innocent be racked with pain, or ſeized by ſome 
ſevere affliction; and ſo become an object of compaiſion, as well as of love, 
Can ſhe hear its piercing cries; can ihe fee it all retleis, all heipieis under 
its miſery; and feel no emotions of parental pity ? If one ſuch moniter of 
inhumanity might be found; could all (here the Prophet, to give his com- 
pariſon the utmo energy, changes the ſingular number into the plural. 
It is not NN DI, or & Ha, but NR 52) could all mothers be fo 
deg-nerate? This, ſure, cannot be ſuſpected, need not be feared. Mach 
leis need the true believer be apprebenſive of the tailure of my Sy 
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the Father of everlaſting compaſſions can diſcontinue or 
remit his watchful tenderneſs to his people, his chil» 


dren, his heirs. 


Let this teach me alſo a more lively ſenſe of the | 


Divine Preſence, All the rolling worlds above, all the 


living atoms below, together with all the beings that 


intervene betwixt theſe wide extremes, are vouchers 


for an ever-preſent Deity. © God has not left himſelf 


without witneſs.* The marks of his footſteps are evi- 
dent in every place, and the touches of his finger dif- 


tinguiſhable in every creature. Thy name is ſo nigh, 
O thou all-ſupporting, all-informing Lord! and that do 


thy wondrous works declare.“ Thy goodneſs warms 


in the morning ſun, and refreſhes in the evening breeze. 


Thy © glory ſhines in the lamps of midnight, and 
ſmiles in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We ſee a trace of 
thy incomprehenſible grandeur, in the boundleſs extent 

of things; and a ſketch of thy exquiſite ſkill, in thoſe 


_ almoſt evaneſcent ſparks of life, the inſect race.* How 
ſtupid is this heart of mine, that, amidſt ſuch a multi- 


tude of remembrancers, thronging on every fide, I 
ſhould forget Thee a ſingle moment! Grant me, Thou 
great I am! Thou ſource and ſupport of univerſal 
_ exiſtence! O! grant me an enlightened eye, to diſcern 


Thee in every object; and a devout heart, to adore 


Thee on every occaſion. Inſtead of living without 
God in the world, may I be ever with Him, and ſee all 
things full of him * 


. _-----=-The glitt'ring tar s 
By the deep ear of Meditation heard, | 
Still in their midnight watches ſing of Hun. 
He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his wrath, 
The thunder is his voice; and the red flaſh 

His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice. At his touch 

The mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſolid carth, 

And rocks the nations. Nor in theſe alone, 

In ev'ry common inſtance God is ſeen. | | 
8 | Thomſon's Spring. 


n univerſal extinction of thoſe ſtrongeſt affections of nature is a more 


ſuppoſeable caſe, than that I ſhould ever be unmindful of my people, or 
Tegardieſs of their intereſts. e wu 
% e $+ 5 


— — apes ——— — —__ ſN— -¼———— — — 
n . — — 5 —  — 
x E — — — — RS — 2 - 
—— = 2 — 2 M * * 


% - - . . 
1 — . H ... — ) 
n 
— — — = 
- ln —_— 2 i 2 — « 


1 


316 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


If the beautiful ſpangles which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye; if thoſe other fires, which beam 


in remoter ſkies, and are diſcoverable only by that re- 


velation to the light, the teleſcope ; if all thoſe bright 


millions are ſo many fountains of day, enriched with 


native and independent luſtre; illuminating planets, 
and enlivening ſyſtems of their own;* what pomp, 
how majeſtic and ſplendid, is diſcloſed in the midnight 


| ſcene! What riches are diſſeminated through all thoſe 


numberleſs provinces of the great Jehovah's empire! 


Grandeur beyond expreſſion! Yet, there is not the 
meaneſt ſlave but carries greater wealth in his own 


boſom, poſſeſſes ſuperior dignity in his own perſon. 


The ſoul, that informs his clay; the ſoul, that teaches 


him to think, and enables him to chooſe; that qualifies 


him to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe ſublime 
deſire; r the ſou], that is endowed with ſuch noble fa- 


culties z and, above all, is diſtinguiſhed with the dread- 


ful, the glorious capacity, of being paſned, or bleſſed, 
for ever; this ſoul ſurpaſſes, in worth, whatever the eye 
can ſee, whatever of material the fancy can imagine. 
Before one ſuch intellectual being, all the treaſure, and 


all the magnificence, of unintelligent creation, becomes 


poor and contemptible. f For this ſoul Omnipotence 


Klelf has waked, and worked through every age. To 


convince this ſoul, the fundamental laws of nature have 


been 


© Conſult with Reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 
Each lucid point, which glows in yonder iky, 
Informs a ſyſtem in the boundleſs ſpace, 
And fills with glory its appointed place : 
With beams unborrow'd brightens other ſkies; 


And worlds, to thee unknown, with heat and life \ upplies. 
8 he Univerſe, 


5 + In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſou} even of fallen 
men has an unqueſtionable greatneſs and dignity 3 is majeſtic, though in 


ruin. 
t II beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage from that celebrated maf- 
ter of reaſon, and un! verſal literature, Dr. Bentley, whom no one can be 


tempted to ſuſpect, either tinctured with enthuſiaſm, or warped to bigotry. 
__ © If we conſider,” ſays he, the dignity of an intelligent being, and put that 


In the ſcale again& brute and inanimate matter, We may atfirm, without 
over-valuing human nature, that the ſou! of one virtuous and religious 
man is of greater worth and excellency, than the ſun, and his planets, and 


all the ftars in the world.“ See his Sermons at Boyle's Lect. No. 8. 
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been controuled, and the moſt amazing miracles have 
alarmed all the ends of the earth. To inſtruct this 


ſoul, the wiſdom of Heaven has been transtuſed into 


the ſacred page; and miſſionaries have been ſent from 


the great King, who reſides in light unapproachable, 
To ſanctify this ſoul, the almighty Comforter takes the 
wings of a dove; and, with a ſweet transforming in- 


fluence, broods on the human heart. And O! to re- 
deem this ſoul from guilt, to reſcue it from hell, the 
Heaven of heavens was bowed, and God himſelf came 
dovvn to dwell.in duſt. 


Let me pauſe a while upon this Important ſubject. 
What are the ſchemes which engage the attention of 
eminent ſtateſmen and mighty monarchs, compared 
with the grand intereſts of an immortal ſoul? The 
ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs of armics, though 


extremely weighty affairs, yet, if laid in the balance 
againſt the ſalvation of a foul, are lighter than the 
downy feather, poiſed againſt talents of gold. To fave 
à navy from ſhipwreck, or a kingdom trom tlavery, 


are deliverances of the moſt momentous nature, Which 
the tranſactions of mortality can admit. But O! how 


they ſink into an inconſiderable trifle, if (their aſpect 


upon immortality forgot) they are ſet in competition 
with the delivery of a ſingle ſoul from the anguiſh and 


horrors of a diſtreſſed eternity !+ 


Is ſuch the importance of the ſoul? Wbat vigilance EY 


5 then can be too much : ; or, rather, what holy ſolicitude 
can be ſufficient; for the overſcers of the Saviour's 
Hock, and the guardians of this great, this vener able, 


this invaluable charge? Since ſuch is the importance 


of the ſoul; wilt thou not, O man, be watchful for 


the preſervation of thy own ? Shall every caſual inci- 


dent awaken thy concern, every tranſitory toy com- 


mand thy regard? And ſhall the welfare of thy ſoul, a 


work of continual occurrence, a work of endlcis — 


NPA˖· ·ͥ.- QueAres 


+ Not all yon luminaries quenched at once 
Were half fo ſad, as one benighted mind, 
Mhicn e ior e and meets de [p fr. | 
7 N Thoughts, No. IX, 
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quence, ſue in vain for thy ſerious care ? Thy ſoul, 
thy ſoul, is thy all. If this be ſecured, thou art greatly 
rich, and wilt be unſpeakably happy. If this be loſt, 
a whole world acquired will leave thee in poverty; 
and all its delights enjoyed will abandon thee to mi- 

„ | DOD | 
I have often been charmed and awed at the ſight of 
the nocturnal heavens ; even before I knew how to con- 


ſider them in their proper circumſtances of majeſty 


and beauty. Something like magic has ſtruck my 


mind, on a tranſient and unthinking ſurvey of the æthe- 


real vault, tinged throughont with the pureſt azure, 
and decorated with innumerable ſtarry lamps. I have 
felt I know not what powerful and aggrandizing im- 


pulſe, which ſeemed to ſnatch me from the low intan- 


glements of vanity, and prompted an ardent ſigh for 


ſublimer objects. Methought I heard, even from the 
ſilent ſpheres, a commanding call, to ſpurn the abject 


earth, and pant after unſeen delights. Henceforward, 


I hope to imbibe more copiouſly this moral emanation 
of the ſkies; when, in ſome ſuch manner as the prece- 
ding, they are rationally ſeen, and the ſight is duly 
improved. The ſtars, I truſt, will teach as well as 


| thine and help to diſpel both nature's gloom and my 
intellectual darkneſs. To ſome people they diſcharge 


no better a ſervice, than that of holding a flambeau to 


their feet, and ſoftening the horrors of their night. To 


me, and my friends, may they act as miniſters of a ſu- 


perior order; as counſellors of wiſdom, and guides to 
3 N Nor will they fail to execute this nobler 
office, if they gently light our way into the knowledge 


of their adored Maker; if they point out, with their 
ſilver rays, our path to his beatific preſence. I 


I gaze, I ponder; I ponder, I gaze; and think in- 
effable things. I roll an eye of awe and admiration. 


Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and can 
ncver ſatlate either my curioſity or my enquiry. I 
ſpring my thoughts into this immenſe: field till even 
Fancy tires upon her wing. I find wonders ever new; 
en po © wonders ' 
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wonders more and more amazing. Vet, after all my 
preſent inquiries, what a mere nothing do I know ; by 
all my future ſearches, how little ſhall I be able to ltarn ; 


of thoſe vaſtly diſtant ſuns, and their circling retinue of 


worlds! Could I pry with Newton's piercing ſagacity, 


or launch into his extenſive ſurveys ; even then my ap- 
prehenſions would be little better than thoſe dim and 

ſcanty images, which the mole, juſt emerged from her 
eavern, receives on her feeble optic. This, ſure, ſhould 


repreſs all immoderate or impatient ardor to pry into 
the ſecrets of the ſtarry ſtructures 3 and make me more 


particularly careful to cultivate my heart, To fathom 
the depths of the Divine eſſence, or to ſcan univerſal 
nature with a critical exactneſs, is an attempt which 
ſets the acuteſt philoſopher very nearly on a level with 


the idiot; ſince it is almoſt, if not altogether, as im- 
practicable by the former as by the latter. 


- 


Be it, then, my chief ſtudy, not to purſue what 1s 


abſolutely unattainable, but rather to feek what is 
obvious to find; eaſy to be acquired; and of ineſtima- 
ble advantage when poſſeſſed. O! let me ſeek that 


charity which edifieth, f that faith which purifieth. 


Love, humble love, not conceited ſcience, keeps the 


door of heaven. Faith, a child-like faith in Jeſus, not 
the haughty ſelf-ſufficient ſpirit, which ſcorns to be ig- 


norant of any thing, preſents a key to thoſe abodes of 


bliſs, This preſent ftate is the ſcene deſtined to the 


_ exerciſe of devotion; the inviſible world is the place 


appointed for the enjoyment of knowledge, There 
| A: 5 5% 


t 1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this text, in that 
admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in various other paſſages of ſcripture, 
the word Charity ſhould by no means be confined to the peculiar act of 
alms-giving, or external beneficence, It is of a much more exalted and 
extenſive nature. It ſignifies that divinely precious grace, which warms 
the ſoul with ſupreme love to God, and inlarges it with diſintereſted affec- 
tion for men; which renders it the reigning care of the life, and chief 
delight of the heart, to promote the 5 of the one, and the glory ot 
the other. This, this is that charity of which ſo many excellent things 
are every where ſpoken; which can never be too hig>ly extolled, or too ear - 
neſtly coveted, ſince it is the image of God, and the very ſpirit of heaven, 

1 The righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This is what Milton beautifully ſtiles- 
The golden ke | „ 
That opes the palace of eternity. 
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the dawn of our infantile minds will be advanced ta 


the maturity of perfect day; or rather there our mid- 
night ſhades will be brightened into all the luſtre of 
noon. There the ſouls which come from the ſchool of 
faith, and bring with them the principles of love, will 
dwell in light itſelf ; will be obſcured with no darkneſs 


at all; will know even as they are known.“ Such an 


acquaintance, therefore, do I deſire to form, and to 


carry on ſuch a correſpondence, with the heavenly bon 
dies, as may ſhed a benign influence on the ſeeds of 


grace implanted in my breaſt. Let the exalted tracts 
of the firmament ſink my ſoul into deep humiliation, 
Let thoſe eternal fires kindle in my heart an adoring 
gratitude to their almighty Sovereign. Let yonder pon- 
derous and enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupport- 
ing arm, teach me an unſhaken affiance in their incar- 
nate Maker. Then ſhall I be, if not wiſe as the aſtro- 


nomical adept, yet wiſe unto ſalvation. 


Having now walked and worſhipped in this univer- 
ſal temple that is arched with ſkies, emblazed with 


ſtars, and extended even to immenſity; having caſt 


an eye, like the enraptured patriarch,f an eye of rea- 
ſon and devotion, through the magnificent ſcene 3 with 
the former having diſcovered an infinitude of worlds, 
and with the latter having met the Deity in every view; 
having beheld, as Moſes in the flaming buſh, a glimpſe 
of Jehovah's excellencies! reflected from the ſeveral 
planets, and ftreaming from myriads of celeſtial lumi- 

aries; having read various leſſons in that ſtupendous 


book of wiſdom, where unmeaſurable ſheets of azure 


compoſe the page, and orbs of radiance write in ever- 


laſting characters a comment on our creed; what re- 


mains, but that I cloſe the midnight ſolemnity, as our 


Lord concluded his grand facramental inſtitution with a 


ſong of praiſe? And behold a hymn, ſuited to the ſub. 
| „ e 


„ x01; 31S: } Gen. xv. 5. 
|] ----For kvaven | 


Is as the both of God before thee ſet, EE 
Whercin to read his wonderous Works. Milton, 


mln. Wt, was 
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lime occaſion, indited 15 * inſpiration itſelf, trans- 


ferred into our language 
forts of human ingenuity. 


y + one of the happieſt ef- 


Ihc ſpacious firmament on high, 

With all the blue æthereal ſky, 

And ſpangled heavens, a ſhining frame, 

Their great Original proclaim: 

Th unweary'd tun from day to day, 

Does his Creatôr's power diſplay; 
And publiſhes, to every land,. 

The work of an Almighty hand. 


Scon as the evening thades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale 8 
And nightly, to the liſt'ning earth, 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth: 5 
While all the fars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, | 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And ſpread the truth from pole to pole, 


What though, in ſolemn filence, all 
Move round the dark terreſtrial ball ? 
What though, nor real voice nor ſound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found! 

In Reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For, ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 
The Hand that made us, is divine.” 


"0 P/al, xix. Ds + Addiſon, Spec. Vol, VI. No, 465. 
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A WINTER PIECE. 
| Storms and Tempeſts may calm the Soul- 9 
snow and Ice be taught to warm the 
Heart, and praiſe the Creator. 
Anonym. Lett, to the Author. 


| _ CONTENTS. | 
| NTRODUCTION. Shortneſs of the Winter's Day. Inceflant Rain, 
* producing a Flood. Tempetts; its Effects; at Land, by Sea. Pitchy 
Darkneſs; riding in it. Thick Rime. Keen Froſt, and Serenity of Weg. 
ther. Severe Cold, and piercing Winds, Deep Snow. General Thaw, 
Evergrecns, Storm of Hail. Rainbow.  _ „ 
P15 true, in the delightful ſeaſons, His tenderneſs 
. and his love are moſt eminently diſplayed. In 
the vernal months all is beauty to the eye, and muſic 
to the ear. The clouds drop fatneſs; the air ſoftens 
into balm; and flowers, in rich abundance, ſprin 
4 wherever we tread, bloom wherever we look. Amidſt 
the burning heats of Summer, He expands the leaves, | 
? and thickens the ſhades. He ſpreads the cooling ar- 
# bour to receive us, and awakes the gentle breeze to 
f fan us. The moſs ſwells into a couch for the repoſe 
: of our bodies ; while the rivulet ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly 
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our theme. Perhaps thoſe barren ſcenes may be 
fruitful of intellectual improvement. Perhaps that 
rigorous cold, which binds the earth in icy chains, may 
ſerve to inlarge our hearts, and warm them with holy 
love. | | | 


fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable ſervices, 
riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy and reluc- 
tant ſteps. He walks, with a ſhy indifference, along 


the edges of the ſouthern {ky : caſting an oblique glance, 


he juſt looks upon our dejeted world, and ſcarcely ſcat- 
ters light through the thick air. Dim is his appear- 
ance, languid are his gleams, while he continues. Or, 
if he chance to wear a brighter aſpect, and a cloudleſs 


brow, yet, like the young and gay in the houſe of 


mourning, he ſeems unealy till he is gone; is in haſte 


to depart: and let him depart : why ſhould we wiſh 
for his longer ſtay, ſince he can ſhew us nothing but 


the creation in diſtreſs? The flowery families lie dead, 


and the tuneful tribes are ftruck dumb. The trees, 
ſtript of their verdure, and laſhed by ſtorms, ſpread 
their naked arms to the enraged and relentleſs heavens, 
Fragrance no longer floats in the air, but chilling 


damps hover or cuting gales blow. Nature, diveſted 


of all her beautiful robes, fits, like a forlorn diſconſo- 
late widow, in her weeds; while winds, in doleful 


accents, howl; and rains, in repeated ſhowers, weep, 
We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure of the day. 


When the room is hung with funeral black, and diſmal 


objects are all around, who would deſire to have the glim- 
mering taper kept alive? which can only diſcover ſpec- 


tacles of ſorrow, can only make the horror viſible. And, 
ſince this mortal life is little better than a continual _ 
conflict with fin, or an unremitted ſtruggle with milery, 


is it not a gracious ordination which has reduced our 


age to a ſpan? Fourſcore years of trial, tor the vir- 


tuous, are ſufficiently long; and more than iuch a term, 


allowed to the wicked, would render them, beyond all 
meaſure, vile. Our way to the kingdom of Heaven 
| e „„ e 
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See! how the day is ſhortened ! The ſun, detained in 
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lies through tribulations. Shall we then accuſe, ſhall 
we not rather bleſs, the Providence, which has made 


the paſſage ſhort ? Soon, ſoon we croſs the vale of tears; 
and then arrive on the happy hills, where light for ever 
ſhines, where joy for ever ſmiles. 1 

Sometimes the day is rendered ſhorter ſtill, is almoſt 
| blotted out from the year. The vapours gather, they 
thicken into an impenetrable gloom, and obſcure the 
face of the ſky. At length the rains deſcend: the 
_ flvices of the firmament are opened, and the low-hung 
clouds pour their congregated ſtores. Copious and un- 
intermitted, ſtill they pour, and ſtill are unexhauſted. 
The waters drop inceſſantly from the eaves, and ruſh 
in rapid ſtreams from the ſpouts. They roar along 
the channelled pavement, and ſtand in foul ſhallows 


amidſt the village ſtreets. Now, if the inattentive eye, 


or negligent hand, has left the roof but ſcantily cover- 


ed, the inſinuating element finds its way into every | 
flaw, and oozing through the cieling, at once upbraids | 
and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitant. The ploughman, | 
ſoaked to the ſkin, leaves his half-tilled acre. The poor | 
Poultry, dripping with wet, croud into ſhelter. The 
- tenants of the bough fold up their wings, afraid to | 
launch into the ſtreaming air. The beaſts, joyleſs and 
diiſpirited, ruminate under their ſheds. The roads 
{wim, and the brooks ſwell. The river, amidſt all this | 


watry ferment, long contained itſelf within its appointed 


rouſed, at laſt, into uncontroulable rage, burſts over 
its banks, ſhoots into the plain, bears down all oppo- 


dow under a brown, ſluggiſh, ſoaking deluge. | 
How happy for man, that this inundation comes 
when there are no flowery crops in the valley 'to be 
overwhelmed, no fields ſtanding thick with corn to be 
laid waſte! At ſuch a juncture, it would have been ruin 
to the huſbandman and his family; but, thus timed, it 
yields manure for his ground, and promiſes him riches 
in reverſion. How often and how long has the divine Ma- 
jeſty bore with the moſt injurious affronts from ſinners? 


bounds; but, ſwollen by innumerable currents, and | 


- fition, ſpreads itſelf far and wide, and buries the mea- 
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His goodneſs triumphed over their perverſeneſs, and 
graciouſly refuſed to be exaſperated. But, O! pre- 
ſumptuous creatures, multiply no longer your provoca- 
tions. Urge not, by repeated iniquities, the Almighty 
arm to ſtrike ; leit his long- ſuffering ceaſe, and his fierce 


anger break forth; break fortli, like à flood of waters, 


and ſweep you away, into irrecoverable and everlaſting 

perdition. 0 n) Þ 
How mighty! how majeſtic! and O! how myſterious 

are thy works, thou God of Heaven, and Lord of Na- 


ture! When the air is calm, where fleep the ſtormy. 


winds? In what chambers are they repoſed, or in what 
dungeons confined, till Thou art pleaſed to awaken 
their rage, and throw open their priſon doors? Then, 
with irreſiſtible impetuoſity, they fly forth, ſcattering 
dread and menacing deſtructio . 

The atmoſphere is hurled into the moſt tumultuous 
confuſion, The atrial torrent burſts its way over 
mountains, ſeas, and continents. All things teel' the 
dreadful ſhock. All things tremble before the furious 
blaſt, The foreit, vexed and tore, groans under the 
ſcourge. Her ſturdy ſons are ſtrained to the very foot, 
and almoit ſweep the ſoil they were wont to hade. 
The ſtubborn oak, that diſdains to bend, is daſhed 
head-long to the ground; and, with ſhattered arms, 
with proftrate trunk, blocks the road. While the 
flexile reed, that ſprings up in the marſh, yielding to 
the guſt, (as the meek and pliant temper to injuries, 
or the reſigned and patient ſpirit to misfortunes,) 
eludes the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives amidit the 
wide-ſpread havock. 8 3% es 

For a moment the turbulent and outrageous ſky 
ſeems to be aſſuaged; but it intermits its wrath only 
to increaſe its ſtrength. Soon the ſounding ſquadrons 
of the air return to the attack, and renew their ravages 
with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome rocks amidſt 
the wheeling clouds. The impregnable tower totters on 
its baſis, and threatens to overwhelm whom it was 
intended to protect. The ragged rock is rent in pieces 3 

. 5 . and 


=== 
; 
4 
a I 
We: 
. 
3 
+ 
a 
* 


326 | A WINTER-PIFCE, 5 
ano even the hills, the perpetual hills, on their deep 
foundations, are ſcarcely ſecure. Where, now, is the 
place of ſatety, when the city reels, and houſes be. 


 Rternation among mortals; and nothing but one wide 


this is only an inferior miniſter of divine diſpleaſure; 


Cod Omnipotent ſhall meditate terror; when He ſhall { 
ſet all his terrors in a ray; when he ariſes to judge the 
nations, and to ſhake terribly the earth! 


bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. Flung Þ 
into the molt rapid agitation, they (weep over the rocks; 


all their enormous load, are whirled, ſwift as the arrow, 


are loſt themielves to every eve. How vain is the pilot's | 
art! How impotent the mariner's ſtrength! They reel | 
to and fro, and ſtagger in the jarring hold; or cling to | 
the cordage, while burſting ſeas foam over the deck. | 


come heaps? Sleep affrighted flies. Diverſion is turned 
into horror. All is uproar in the clement ; all is con. 


ſcene of rueful devaſtation through the land. Vet, 
the exccutioner of milder indignation. How then, 


O! how will the lofty looks of man be humbled, and the 
haughtineſs of man be bowed down, when the Lord 


The ocean {ſwells with tremendous commotions. | 
The ponderous waves are heaved from their capacious |Þþ 


they laſh the lofty cliffs, and toſs themſelves into the | 
clouds. Navies are rent from their anchors ; and, with! 
wild as the winds, along the vaſt abyſs. Now they 2 
climb the rolling mountain; they plow the frightful | 
ridge, and ſeem to ſkim the ſkies. Anon, they plunge | 
into the opening gulph; they loſe the ſight of day, and ö | 


% 
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Deſpair is in every face, and Death ſits threatening on 
every ſurge. But why, O ye aſtoniſhed mariners, why | 
ſhould you abandon yourſelves to deſpair? Is the Lord's | 


hand ſhortened, becauſe the waves of the fea rage hor- | 
ribly? Is his ear deafened by the roaring thunders, 
and the bellowing tempeſt? Cry, cry unto Him, who 
* holdeth the winds in his fiſt, and the waters in the 


hollow of his hand.“ He is all- gracious to hear, and 


almighty to ſave, If He command, the ſterm ſhall 
be huſhed to filence; the billows ſhall ſubſide into a 


calm: 
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calm: the lightnings ſhall lay their fiery bolts alide s 
and, inſtead of finking into a watry grave, you ſhall _ 
find yourſelves brought to the deſired haven, Be 

Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more diſmal night 
ſucceeds, The lazy louring vapours had wove fo thick 
a veil, as the meridian tun could ſcarcely penetrate. 
What gioom then mult overwhelm the nocturnal hours! 
The moon withdraws her ſhining. Not a ſingle ſtar 
is able to ſtruggle through the deep arrangement of 
# ſhades. Al. is pitchy darkneſs, without one enlivening 

ray. How ſolemn! How awtul! *Tis like the ſhroud _ 
of nature, or the return of choas. I dont wonder 
that it is the parent of terrors, and ſo apt to engender _ 
melancholy. Lately, the tempeſt marked its rapid way 
with miſchief ; now the night drefſes her ſilent pavilion 
with horror. „ „ Wd 8 
J have {ſometimes left the beaming tapers, withdrawn 
from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the thicket of 
theſe ſooty ſhades 3 without regretting the change, rather 
exulting in it as a welcome deliverance. The very 
gloom was pleaſing, was exhilarating, compared with 
the op enn pere I quitted. The ſpeech of my compa- 
nions (how does it grieve me, that I ſhould even once 


have occaſion to call them by that name!) was the lan- 


guage of darkneſs ; was horror to the foul, and tor ture to 
the ear. Their teeth were ſpears and arrows, and their 
tongue a ſharp ſword, to ſtab and aſſaſſinate their 
neighbour's character. Their throat was an open ſe- 
pulchre, gaping to devour the reputation of the inno- 
cent, or tainting the air with their virulent and polluted 
breath. Sometimes their licentious and ungovernable 
diſcourſe ſhot arrows of profaneneſs againit Heaven 
itſelf; and, in proud defiance, challenged the reſent- 
ment of Omnipotence. Sometimes, as if it was the 
glory of human nature to chcriſh the groſſeſt appetites _ 
of the biute, or the mar« of a gentleman to have 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a b-othel, the filthieit jeſts 
of the ſtews (if low obſcenity can be a jeſt) were nauſe- 
ouſly obtruded on the company. All the modeſt part 
ET | | t 
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were offended and grieved; while the other beſotted 
creatures laughed aloud, though the leproſy of un. 
cleanneſs appeared on their lips. Are not theſe perſons 
_ priſoners of darkneſs, though blazing ſconces pour arti. 
ficial day through their rooms? Are not their ſouls 
immured in the moſt baleful ſhades, though the nocn. 
tide ſun is brightened by flaming on their gilded 
chariots? They diſcern not that great and adorable 
Being who fills the univerſe with-his infinite and 
| glorious preſence; who is all eye, to obſerve their ac. 
KB tions; all ear, to examine their words. They know | 
not the all-ſufficient Redeemer, nor the unſpeakable I 
%  bieſſedneſs of his heavenly kingdom. They are gropins 
. for the prize of happineſs, but will certainly graſp the 
1 | thorn of anxiety. They are wantonly ſporting on the 
f = | brink of a precipice; and are every moment in danger | 
W. of falling headlong into irretrievable ruin, and endleſs Þ 
ORE 8 Do, : 
They have forced me out, and are, perhaps, deriding | 
me in my abſence; are charging my reverence for the | 
_ ever-preſent God, and my concern tor the dignity of | 
our rational nature, to the account of humour and ſin- 
gularity; to narrowneſs of thought, or ſourneſs of tem- 
per. Be it ſo, I will indulge no indignation againſt | 
them. If any thing like it ſhould ariſe, I will convert | 
it into prayer. —* Pity them, O thou Father of mercies ! | 
Shew them. the madneſs of their profaneneſs! Shew #Þ 
them the baſeneſs of their vile ribaldry! Let their diſſo- 
Jute rant be turned into filent forrow and confuſion. | 
Till they open their lips, to adore thine inſulted majeſty, 
and to implore thy gracious pardon. Till they devote 
to thy ſervice, thoſe ſocial hours, and thoſe ſuperior 
faculties, which they are now abuling, to the diſhonour 
of thy name, to the contamination of their own ſouls, 
and (unleſs timely repentance intervene) to their ever- 
laſting infamy and perdition.*” _ 85 3 
I ride home amidſt the gloomy void. All darkling 
and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horſe's head; and 
only gueſs out my blind road, No companion, but 
e ws os danger; 
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danger; or, perhaps, Deſtruction ready at my ſidèe.“ 
But, why do I fancy myſelf ſolitary ? Is not the Father 

of lights, the God of my life, the great and everlaſt- 
ang friend, always at my right-hand? Becauſe the day 
is excluded, is his omnipreſence vacated? Though I 
have no earthly acquaintance near, to aſſiſt in caſe of a 
misfortune, or to beguile the time, and divert uneaſy 
ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferences; may I not lay 
my help upon the Almighty, and converſe with God by 

humble ſupplication ? For this exerciſe, no place is im- 
proper; no hour unſeaſonable; and no polture incom- 
modious. This is ſociety, the beſt of ſociety, even in 
ſolitude. This is a fund of delights, eaſily portable, 
and quite inexhauſtible. A treaſure this, of unknown 
value; liable to no hazard, from wrong or robbery ; 
but perfectly ſecure, to the lonely wanderer, in the moſt 
darkiome paths. DEE | b 

And why ſhould J diſtreſs myſelf with apprehenſions 
of peril? This acceſs to God, is not only an indefeaſi- 
ble privilege, but a kind of ambulatory garriſon. Thoſe 
who make known their requeſts unto God, and rely upon 
his protecting care, He gives his angels charge over 
their welfare. His angels are commiſſioned to eſcort 
them in their travelling; and to hold up their goings, 
that they daſh not their foot againſt a ſtone. Nay, He 
himſelf condeſcends to be their guardian, and“ keeps 
all their bones, ſo that not one of them is broken.“ 
Between theſe perſons, and the moſt miſchievous objects, 
a treaty of peace is concluded. The articles of this 
grand alliance are recorded in the book of Revelation; 
and will, when it is for the real benefit of believers, 
aſſuredly be made good, in the adminiſtrations of Pro- 
vidence. In that day,” faith the Lord, will I make 

a covenant for them with the beaſts of the field, and 

with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things 

5 of the ground; and they ſhall be in league with the 

| | fiones of the field.” Though they fall headlong on 

the flints ; even the flints, fitted to flacture the ikully 
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ſhall receive them as into the arms of friendſhip ; ; "and 
not offer to hurt whom the Lord is pleaſed to preſerve. 
May I then enjoy the preſence of this gracious God, 
and darkneſs and light ſhall be both alike. Let Him 
whiſper peace to my con!cience z and this dread ſilence 
ſhall be more charming than the voice of eloquence, 
or the ſtrains of muſic. Let Him reveal his raviſhing 
perfections in my foul ; and I ſhall not want the ſaffron 
| beauties of the morn, 'the golden glories of noon, or 
the impurpled evening ſky. I thall figh only for thoſe 
moſt deſirable and diſtinguiſhed realms, where the light 
of His countenance perpetually thines, and conſequently ; 
© there is no niglit there.? | 
How lurpriling are the alicrations of Nature! I left 
her, the preceding evening, plain and unadorned ; but 
nov a thick rime has ſhed its hoary honours over all. 
It has ſhagged the fleeces of the ſheep, and criſped the 
traveller's locks. The hedges are richly fringed, ant! 
all the ground is profuſely powdered. The downward 
branches are tatlicled with lilver, and the vpright are 
feathered with the plumy Wave... - 
The fine are not always the valuable. The air, 
amid all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with chil- 
ling and unwholclome damps, The raw hazy influ- 
ence ſpreads Wide; tits deep; langs heavy and oppret- 
ſive on the ſprings of life. A liltlels languor clous the 
animal functions; and the purple ſtream glides but 
faintly through its channels. In vain the ruler of the 
day exerts bs - beaming powers, in vain he attempts 
to diſperſe this iniurrection of YApours 3 the ſullen, 
malignant cloud refuſes to depart. It envelopes the 
world, and intercepts the proſpect. I look abroad for 
the neighbouring village; I tend my eye in quelt ct the 
riſing turret; but am ſcarce able to diſcern the very next 
bhouſe. Where ate the blue arches of heaven? Where 
is the radiant countenance oi the fun? Where the bound- 
lels ſcenes of creation? Loſt, loſt are their beauties; 
quenched their glories. The thronged theatre of the 
Univerſe ſeems an empty void; and all its elegant 
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pictures an undiſtinguiſhed blank. Thus would it 
have been with our intelie&tual views, if the Goſpel 
had not come in to our relief; we ſhould have known 
neither our true good, nor real evil. We had been 2 

riddle to ourſelves ; the preſent ſlate all confuſion, and 
the future impenetrable darkneſs. But the Sun of 


___ Righteouſneſs, ariſing with potent and triumphant 


beams, has diſlipated the interpoſing cloud. Has open- 
ed a proſpe&t more beautiful than the bloſſoms of 
ſpring, more chearing than the treaſures of autumn, 
and far more inlarged than the extent of the viſible 
ſyſtem; which, having led the eye of the mind thro? 
fields of grace, over rivers of righteouſneſs, and hills 
crowned with Knowledge, terminates, at length, in the 
heavens; ſweetly loſing itſelf in regions of infinite 
bliſs and endleſs glory r. | Ip 
As I walk along the fog, it ſeems, at ſome little 
diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid gloom; ſuch as would ſhut 
out every glimpſe of light, and totally impriſon me in 
obſcurity: but, when I approach, and enter it, I find 
myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and the miſt much thinner 
than it appeared. Such is the cafe with regard to the 
ſufferings of the preſent life; they are not, when expe- 
rienced, fo dreadful as a timorous imagination ſur- 
miſed. Such alſo is the caſe with reference to the 
gratifications of ſenſe; they prove not, when enjoyed, 
10 ſubſtantial, as a ſanguine expectation repreſented, 
In both inſtances we are graciouſly diſappointed. The 
keen edge of the calamity is blunted, that it may not 
wound us with incurable anguiſh : the exquiſite reliſh of 
the proſperity is palled, that it may not captivate our 
affections, and enllave them to inferior delights. | 

Sometimes the face of things wears a more pleaſing 
form, the very reverſe of the foregoing : the ſober 
evening advances, to cloſe the ſhort-lived day. The 
firmament, clear and unlullied,' puts on its brighteſt 
blue. The itars, in thronging multitudes, and with a 
peculiar brilliancy, glitter through the ſair expanſe 3 
while the froſt pours its lubtile and yenetrating influ- 
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ence all around. Sharp, and intenſely ſevere, all the 
long night, the rigid æther continues its operations. 


When, late and ſlow, the Morning opens her pale eye, 


in what a curious and amuſing diſguiſe is Nature 


dreſſed! The iſicles, jagged and uneven, are pendent 
on the houſes. A whitiſh film incruſts the windows, 
where mimic landſcapes rife, and fancied figures fwell. 
The ſruitful fields are hardened to iron; the moiſtened 

meadows are congealed to marble 3 and both reſound 


(an effect unknown before) with the peaſant's haſty 
tread. The ſtream is arreſted in its carreer, and its 


_ever-flowing ſurface chained to the banks. The fluid 
paths become a ſolid road: where the finny ſhoals were 
wont to rove, the ſportive youth ſlide, or the rattling 


chariots roll. And (what would ſcem, to an inhabi- 


tant of the ſouthern world, as unaccountable as the 
_ deepeſt myſteries of our religion) that very fame breath 
of heaven, which cements the lakes into a cryſtal pave- 
ment, cleaves the oaks, as it were, with inviſible wedges, 
© breaks in pieces the northern iron, and the ſteel, even 


while it builds a bridge of icy rock over the ſeas. _ 
The air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous par- 

ticles, it affords the moſt diftin&t views, and extenſive 

proſpects. The ſeeds of infection are killed; and the 


peſtilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. So, the cold of 
affliction tends to mortify our corruptions, and {ubdue 


our vicious habits. The crouding atmoiphere con— 
ſtringes our bodies, and braces our nerves. The ſpirits 


are buoyant, and ſally britkly on the execution of their 
office. In the ſummer months, ſuch an unclouded iky, 
and fo bright a ſun, would have melted us with heat, 


and ſoftened us into ſupineneſs. We ſhould have been 
ready to throw our limbs under the ſpieading beech, 
and to lie at eaſe by the murmuring brook. But now 


none loiters in his path; none is ſeen with folded arms; 
all is in motion, all is activity. Choice, prompted by 


the weather, ſupplies the ſpur of necellity, Thus 
the rugged ſchool of misfortune often trains up the 


mind to a vigorous exertion of its faculties. The 


bleak 
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hleak climate of adverſity often inſpirits us with a 
manly reſolution; when a ſoft and downy affluence, 
perhaps, would have relaxed all the generous ſprings of 
the ſoul; and have left it enervated with pleaſure, or 
diſſolved in indolencge. | x 


Cold cometh out of the north.“ The winds, having | 


{wept thoſe deſarts of ſnow, arm themſelves with mil 
lions of frozen particles, and make a fierce deſcent 
upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling clouds, they 
drive, dreadfully whizzing, through the darkened air. 
They growl around our houſes; aſſault our doors; 
and, eager for entrance, faſten on our windows. Walls 
can ſcarce reſtrain them; bars are unable to exclude 
them; through every cranny they force their way. 
Ice 1s on their wings; they ſcatter agues through 
the land; and winter, all winter, rages as they go. 
Their breath is as a ſearing iron to the little verdure 
left in the plains. Vaſtly more pernicious to the ten- 
der plants than the ſharpeſt knife; they kill their 
branches, and wound the very root, Let not the corn 
venture to peep too freely from the.entrenchment of the 
furrow ; let not the fruit-bearing bloſſoms dare to come 
abroad from their lodgment in the bark; leſt theſe 
murderous blaſts intercept and ſeize the unwary ſtran- 
gers, and deſtroy the hopes of the advancing year. 

O, *'tis ſeverely cold! Who is ſo hardy as not to 
ſhrink at this exceſſively pinching weather? See! every 
face is pale. Even the blooming cheeks contract a gelid 
hue, and the tecth hardly forbear chattering. Ye that 
ſit eaſy and joyous amidſt your commodious apart- 
ments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffuſive warmth of 
your fire, be mindful of your brethren in the chear- 
leſs tenement of poverty. Their ſhattered panes are 
open to the piercing winds; a tattered garment icarcely | 
covers their ſhivering fleſh ; while a tew taint and dying 
embers on the ſqualid hearth rather mock their wiſhes, 
than warm their limbs. While the generous juices of 
Oporto ſparkle in your glaſſes; or the ſtreams, beauti- 
fully tinged, and delicioutly flavoured, with the Chineſe 
leaf, ſmoak in the elegant porcelain; O remember that 

En e A many 


—— 
” 8 > 
e N by n 
- a y I" 2 * > — 
Sas aan dt; Manger CET I . — 
2 — 5 — — — — — — 
x n a 
AN ar ed ABA ON + > At — — 0 — 0 — 
— * 


-- 


. TT IE. 
© Rs 
I —. 
—— AGAR ms. 

a — = 


c — ĩð „„ 


—— — — wt” ac —— 22 


A WINTER-PIECE. | 


many of your fellow-creatures, amidft all the rigour of 


theſe inclement ſkies, are emaciated with ſickneſs, be- 
numbed with age, and pining with hunger. Let their 
loins bleſs you for comfortable cloathing. Reſtore 
them with medicine, regale them with food, and baffle 
the raging year. So may you never know any of 
their diſtreſſes, but only by the hearing of the ear, the 
ſeeing of the eye, or the feeling of a tender com- 
miſeration! Methinks the bitter bluſtering winds 
plead for the poor indigents. May they breathe pity 
into your breaſts, while they blow hard{hips into their 
huts! Obſerve thoſe blue flames, and ruddy coals, in 


your chimney z quickened by the cold, they look more 


lively, and glow more ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable, 


admonition to the gay circle, that chat and ſmile around 
them! Thus may your hearts, at ſuch a juncture of 
need, kindle into a peculiar benevolence! Detain not 


your ſuperfluous. piles of wood. Let them haſten to 
the relief of the itarving family. Bid them expire in 


many a willing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity of the 


ſeaſon, and chear the bleak abodes of want. So ſhall 


they aſcend, mingled with thank ſgivings, to God, and 


ardent prayers for your welfare; aicend more grateful 
to Heaven than columns of the molt coſtly incenſe. _ 


Now the winds ceaſe. Having brought their load, 


they are diſmiſſed from ſervice. They have wafted an 
immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty themſelves in 


ſnow. At firſt, a few ſcattered ſhreds come wandering 


down the ſaddened ſky. This flight ſkirmiſh is ſuc- 


ceeded by a general onſet. The flakes, large, and nu- 
merous, and thick-wavering, deſcend. They dim the 
air, and haſten the approach of night. Through all 
the night, in ſofteſt filence, and with a continual flow, 


this fleecy ſhower falls. In the morning, when we 
awake, what a ſurpriſing change appears! Is this the 


ſame world? Here is no diverſity of colour! I can 


hardly diſtinguiſh the trees from the hills on which 
they grow. Which are the meadows, and which the 

plains? Where are the green paſtures, and ay the 

V% Ry en lr Wor or, _ fallow 


„ „ „ . ed +» Af ft 


A — hd 7 yy — WW >» Sqn MN. 4 1 


. | ' A WINTER-PIECE® 338 
fallow lands? All things lie blended in bright contu- 
ſion 3 ſo bright, that it heightens the ſplendor of day, 
and even dazzles the organs of ſight, The lawn is not 
ſo fair as this ſnowy mantle which inveſts the fields; 
and even the lily, was the lily to appear, would look 
tarniſhed in its preſence. TI can think of but one thing, 
which excels or equals the glittering robe of winter. Is 
any perſon deſirous to know my meaning? He may find 
it explained in that admirable hymn compoſed by the 
Royal Penitent. Is any deſirous to poſſeſs this matche 
leſs ornament ? He will find it offered to his acceptance 
in every page of the goſpel.  _ OR 
See! (for the eye cannot ſatisfy itſelf, without view- 
ing, again and again, the curious, the delicate ſcene) 
ſee ! how the hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals! 
The houſes are roofed with uniformity and luſtre. The 
meadows are covered with a carpet of the fineſt ermine. 
'The groves bow beneath the lovely burden; and all, 
all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte of white. 
By deep ſnows, and heavy rains, God ſealeth up the 
hand of every man. And for this purpoſe, adds our 
ſacred philoſopher, * that all men may know his work.“ 


He confines them within their doors, and puts a ſtop 


to their ſecular buſineſs 3 that they may conſider the 
things which belong to their ſpiritual welfare; that, 
having a vacation trom their ordinary employ, they 

nay obſcrve the works of his power, and become ac- 


| quainted with the myſteries of his grace. 


And worthy, worthy of all obſervation, are the 


works of the great Creator. They are prodigiouſly 
| various, and perfectly amazing. How pliant and duc- 
tile is nature under his forming hand! At his com- 


mand, the ſelf-ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt different 
ſhapes, and is transformed into an endleſs multiplicity 
of figures. If He ordains, the water is moulded into 
hail, and is diſcharged upon the earth like a volley of 

ſhot; or it is conſolidated into ice, and defends the 
rivers, © as is were with a breaſt-plate.* At the bare 


intimation of his will, the very ſame element is ſcat- 


tered 


1 
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tered in hoar-froſt, like a ſprinkling of the moſt atte. 
nuated aſhes ; or is ſpread over the ſurface of the ground 
in theſe couches of ſwelling and flaky down. 

The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance of 
cold, affords a warm garment for the corn; ſcreens it 
from nipping frofts, and cheriſhes its intant growth, 
It will abide for a while, to exert a protecting care, 

and exerciſe a foſtering influence, Then, touched by 
the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale, the furry vet- 
ture melts into genial moiſture; ſinks deep into the 
ſoil, and ſaturates its pores with the diſſolving nitre; 
repleniching the glebe with thoſe principles of vegeta- 
tive life, which will open into the bloom of ſpring, and 
ripen into the fruits of autumn. Beautiful emblem 
this, and comfortable repreſentation of the Divine 
word; both in the ſucceſsful and advantageous iſſue 
of its operation! As the rain cometh down, and the 
ſnow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but water- 
eth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that 
it may give ſeed to the ſower, and bread to the eater ; 
ſo ſhall my word be, that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it ſhall not return unto me void, but ſhall accomplith 
that which I pleaſe; and it ſhall proſper in the thing 
whereunto I ſent it.“ Ifaiah lv. 10.11 
Nature, at length, puts off her lucid veil; ſhe 
drops it in a trickling thaw. The looſened ſnow 
rolls in ſheets from the houſes. Various openings ſpot 
the hills; which, -even while we look, become larger, 
and more numerous. The trees rid themſelves, by de- 
[grees, of the hoary incumbrance. Shook from the 
IH . {pringing boughs, part falls heavy to the ground, part 
1 flies abroad in ſhining atoms. Our fields and gardens, 
lately buried beneath the drifted heaps, riſe plain and 
diſtin& to view, Since we ſee Nature once again, has 
the no verdant traces, no beautiful features, left? They 
are like real friends, very rare; and therefore the more 
particularly to be regarded, the more highly to be 
valued. Here and there the holly hangs out her glow- 
ing berries, the lauruſtinus ſpreads her graceful 2 
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and both under a covert of unfading foliages The 

plain, but hardy, ivy cloaths the decrepit, crazy wall; 
nor ſhrinks from the friendly office, though the ſkies 
frown, and the ſtorm roars, The laurel, firm, erect, 
and bold, expands it leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of 
the vnited, the repeated attacks of 'wind, and rain, 
and froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively look, and 
maintains its poſt while withering millions fall around ; 


worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged iorce of winter, 


worthy to adorn the triumphant conqueror's brow, Nor 


- muſt I forget the bay-tree, which ſcorns to be a mean 
_ penſioner on a few tranſient ſunny gleams, or, with a 


ſervile obſequiouſneſs, to vary its appearance in con- 
formity to the changing ſeaſons. By ſuch indications 
of ſterling worth, and ſtaunch reſolution, reading a 


lecture to the poet's genius, while it weaves the chaplet 
for his temples. Theſe, and a few other plants, clad 
with native verdure, retain their comely aſpect, in tlie 
bleakeſt climes, and in the coldeſt months. _ | 


Such, and fo durable, are the accompliſhments of a 


refined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. The 
__ tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the unthinking _ 
vulgar, ſoon become inſipid and deſpicable. The ru- 


bied lip and the roſy cheek fade. Even the ſparkling 


Wit, as well as the ſparkling eye, pleaſe but for a mo- 
ment. But the virtuous mind has charms which ſur- 


vive the decay of every inferior embelliſhment. Charms, 


which add to the fragrancy of the flower, the perma- : 


nency of the ever- green. 


Such, likewiſe, is the happineſs of the ſincerely reli- 
gious ; like a tree, fays the inſpired moraliſt, © whole 


leaf ſhallnot fall.“ He borrows not his peace from ex- 
| ternal circumſtances; but has a fund within, and is 
© ſatisfied from himſelf.” Even though impoveriſhed 
by calamitous accidents, he is rich in the poſſeſſion of 


grace, and richer in the hope of glory. His joys are 
infinitely ſuperior to, as well as nobly independent on, 
the tranſitory glow of ſenſual delight, or the capricious 


favours of, what the world calls, Fortune, 
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It the ſnow compoſes the light-armed troops of tlie 
ſky, methinks the hail conſtitutes its heavy artillery, 
When driven by a vehement wind, with what dreadful 
impetuoſity does that ſtormy ſhower fall! How it re- 

\ bounds from the frozen ground, and rattles on the re- 
ſounding dome! It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, or 
ſcourges them into foam. It cruſhes the infant flowers, 

cuts in pieces the gardener's early plants, and batters 

the feeble fortification of his glaſſes into ſhivers. It 
darts into the traveller's face: he turns, with haſte, 
from the ſtroke z or feels, on his cheek, for the guſhing 
blood. If he would retreat into the houſe, it follows 
him even thither, and, like a determined enemy, that 
Puſhes the purſuit, daſhes through the crackling panes, 
| But the fierce attack is quickly over. The clouds 
have ſoon ſpent their ſhafts ; ſoon unſtrung their bow. 
Happy for the inhabitants of the earth, that a ſally ſo 
dreadfully furious ſhould be ſo remarkably ſhort! 
What elſe could endure the ſhock, or eſcape deſtruction? 
But, behold a bow, of no hoſtile intention! A bow, 
painted in variegated colours, on the diſburdened cloud. 
How vaſt is the extent, how delicate the texture, of 
that ſhowery arch! It compaſſeth the heavens with a 
_ glorious circle, and reaches us to forget the horrors of _ 
the ſtorm. Elegant its form, and rich its tincture; 
but more delightful its ſacred ſignificancy. While the 
violet and the roſe bluſh in its beautiful aſpe&, the 
olive branch ſmiles in its gracious import. It writes, 
in radiant dyes, what the angels ſung in harmonious 
ſtrains; © Peace on earth, and good-will towards men. 
It is the ſtamp of inſurance for the continuance of 
ſeed-time and harveſt, for the preſervation and ſecuri- 
ty of the viſible world, It is the comfortable token of 
2 better ſtate, and a happier kingdom; a kingdom, 
where fin ſhall ceaſe, and miſery be aboliſhed ; where 
ſtorms ſhall beat, and winter pierce no more; but holi- 
neſs, happineſs, and joy, like one unbounded ſpring, 
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